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Sir, 



Office of Inspectors-general of Prisons, 
Dublin Castle, 

April, 1851. 



We have the honor to transmit our Report on the progress of Prison 
Discipline, and on the state of the Gaols in Ireland, for the year ending 31st 
December, 1850. 



We have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

James Galwey, ) Inspectors-General 
J. Corry Connellan, ) of Prisons. 



To the Right Honorable 

Sir William M. Somerville, Bart., M.P., 

Chief Secretary for Ireland, 
&c., <£c. 



b 
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twenty-ninth bepoet 

OF THE 

INSPECIORS-GENERAL OF THE PRISONS IN IRELAND. 



GENERAL REPORT ON THE PRISONS IN IRELAND. 

The Reports of the Inspectors-General for the years 1846, 1841, 1848, recorded T"™-hi K »b 
a progressive increase of destitution, of social disorganization, and of consequent — r ' 

crime, and that for the year 1849, in which the advance of these evils was stayed, 
exhibited but a slight diminution of offences, and but partial indications of 
moral amelioration. 

In entering, however, upon our statement of the nature and amount of crime, 
and of prison discipline in Ireland during the past year, we approach the subject 
with grave anxiety indeed, but with a not unreasonable hope that the palpable 
abatement of the causes will be followed by a proportionate decrease of the 
lamentable consequences. We have carefully prepared some tabular statements, 
which we trust will be found not only to support this view, but to throw im- 
portant light on the general condition of the country. 



Yeahs. 


Number of crimi- 
nal cases at As- 
sizes aud Quarter 
Sessions. 


Number of Males 
anilFemales sen- 
tenced to Trans- 
portation. 


Number per cent. 

sentenced to 
Transportation. 


Increase of Con- 
victs sentenced to 
Transportation 
exceeding pre- 
vious year. 


Decrease of Con- 
victs sentenced to 
Transportation. 


1845 


16,696 


625 


3-74 






1846 


18,492 


687 


3-71 


62 




1847 


31,209 


2,202 


7-05 


1,515 




1848 


38,522 


2,733 


7-09 


531 




1849 


41,989 


3,073 


7-32 


340 




1850 


31,326 


1,858 


5-93 




1,215 



PERIODS OF SENTENCE. 



Years. 


Commuted 
from Death 
to Trans- 
portation. 


Transported for 


Total. i 


Life. 


14 Years. 


7 Years. 


Other periods. 


1845 


10 


39 


14 


428 


134 




1846 


14 


19 


29 


504 


121 




1847 


17 


87 


71 


1,587 


448 




1848 


35 


79 


71 


2,075 


473 




1849 


23 


61 


32 


1,896 


1,061 




1850 


9 


35 


50 


837 


927 


1,858 



■ The above return exhibits a marked and salutary change both in the number 
of cases brought to trial, and in the severity of the sentences awarded; We next 
present an abstract of such outrages as may be fairly considered attributable to 
the pressure of want, and to be connected with that demoralization which the 
history of all nations has proved to arise ahnost necessarily from famine. This 
document is well worthy of attention, as furnishing a measure of the rise and 
decline of the awful visitation which fell upon the country, and of its attendant 
evils. h % 
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No. 2. 



viii 





Totals. 


Ulster. 


Leinster. 


Connaught. 


Munster. 


Assault with intent to Rob, 1846 


28 


3 


14 


3 




„ 1847 


39 


3 


12 


3 


21 


„ „ 1848 


10 




7 






„ „ 1849 


5 


4 


_ 






„ „ 1850 


3 




1 


“ 


2 




85 


10 


34 


6 


35 


Burglary and House-breaking, 1846 


813 


212 


206 


152 


243 


„ „ 1847 


1,695 


378 


411 


276 


630 


„ „ 184S 


844 


123 


193 


139 


389 


„ „ 1849 


404 


74 


106 


56 


168 


„ „ 1850 


220 


38 


71 


23 


88 




3,976 


825 


987 


646 


1,518 


Robbery, . . . .1846 


534 


132 


160 


66 


176 


„ 1847 


1,163 


258 


283 


167 


455 


„ 1848 


1,226 


207 


339 


159 


521 


„ 1849 


957 


190 


263 


127 


377 


„ 1850 


851 


163 


270 


96 


322 




4,731 


950 


1,315 


615 


1,851 


Plundering Provision, . 1846 


416 


52 


125 


44 


195 


„ „ 1847 


1,191 


198 


221 


222 


550 


„ „ 1848 


234 


9 


46 


63 


116 


„ „ 1849 


94 


3 


6 


32 


53 


„ „ 1850 


10 






- 


10 




1,945 


262 


398 


361 


924 


Levying contributions, . 1846 


176 


9 


59 


51 


57 


„ „ 1847 


285 


2 


25 


51 


207 


„ „ 1848 


94 


2 


1 


9 


82 


„ „ 1849 


37 


- 


6 


1 


30 


„ „ 1850 


7 


- 


4 


2 


1 




599 


13 


95 


114 


377 


Attacking Houses, . . 1846 


536 


47 


111 


198 


180 


„ „ 1847 


281 


31 


66 


65 


119 


„ „ 1848 


171 


19 


29 


48 


75 


„ „ 1849 


82 


10 


15 


14 


43 


„ „ 1850 


58 


9 


26 


5 


18 




1,128 


116 


247 


330 


435 


Injury to Property, . . 1 846 


449 


105 


100 


89 


155 


» „ 1847 


314 


61 


60 


41 


152 


„ „ 1848 


250 


46 


52 


47 


105 


„ „ 1849 


232 


60 


60 


35 


77 


„ „ 1850 


187 


63 


60 


23 


41 




1,432 


335 


332 


235 


530 


Cattle and Sheep Stealing,* 1846 


3,025 


212 


1,012 


533 


1,268 


„ „ 1847 


10,044 


663 


2,807 


1,755 


4,819 


„ „ 1848 


6,738 


316 


1,594 


1,493 


3,335 


„ „ 1849 


8,157 


379 


1,845 


1,596 


4,337 


„ „ 1850 


4,800 


237 


1,245 


710 


2,608 




32,764 


1,807 


8,503 


6,087 


16,367 



* Note. — The above return gives the number of cases only, but the actual number of animals 
stolen in the years 1847 to 1850 stands as follows : — 





1847.. 


1848. 


1849. 


laso. 




Sheep. 


Cattle. 


Sheep. 


Cattle. 


Sheep. 


Cattle. 


Sheep. 


Cattle. 




11,232 


4,059 


8,479 


2,596 


9,527 


4,110 


5,126 


2,743 


Total Sheep and 


















Cattle, . 


15,291 


11,075 


13,637 


7,869 j 
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INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF PRISONS IN IRELAND. ix 

Having thus dealt with the preliminary stages of criminal and judicial sta- 
tistics, we now subjoin a return of the actual number of prisoners confined in 
gaols during the past and previous years, together with a schedule showing 
averages and fluctuations for a period embracing no less than eleven years.- 

Comparative Statement of the number of Prisoners confined in the Gaols of Ireland, and 
number of Deaths in the years 1849 and 1850. 



County and Town Gaols. 


Total confined 
m the Year, Debtors 
included. 


Daily 

Average Number 
confined. 


Highest 
Number at one 


Deaths. 


Accommodation. 


1849. 


1850. 


1849. 


1850. 


1849. 


1800. 


1849. 


I860. 


Antrim, 


548 


94 


135 


6£ 


201 


16 


3 




88 


Belfast, 


2,745 


2,471 


236 


234 


279 


310 


5 


6 


458 


Armagh, 


1,437 


1,376 


230 


191 


310 


242 


5 


7 


185 


Carlow, 


1,592 


1,672 


159 


153-/& 


228 


244 


1 


1 


93 


Cavan, 


1,251 


1,003 


231 


205 


344 


265 


12 


1 


150 


Clare, 


4,330 


3,326 


546 


607 


767 


765 


79 


45 


157 


Cork County, 


8,062 


6,807 


1,238 


1,172 


1,705 


1,540 


338 


L33 


890 


„ City, . . . 


1,931 


2,781 


185 


217 


268 


297 


7 


6 


152 


Donegal, 


1,265 


1,098 


214 


198^ 


271 


261 


8 


4 


139 


Down, 


1,574 


1,471 


277 


235 


358 


293 


14 


4 


242 


Dublin County, . 


6,888 


9,034 


27S 


2581 


360 


347 


9 


11 


110 


i- f Grangegorman Penitentiary 


10,255 


11,758 


353 


370 


445 


497 


14 


7 


201 


a Newgate, 


1,574 


— 


54 


— 


160 


- 


_ 


_ 


- 


| ( Richmond Bridewell, 


10,920 


14,245 


411 


416 


537 


628 


17 


17 


241 


Fermanagh, 


1,001 


662 


208 


175 


267 


209 


7 


4 


110 


Galway County, . 


3,219 


3,522 


569 


384 


807 


583 


156 


46 


110 


„ Town, 


1,923 


1,866 


175 


124 


368 


250 


12 


1 


57 


Kerry, 


3,052 


3,090 


568 


4541 


809 


631 


64 


27 


98 


Kildare, Naas, 


810 


749 


127 


124 ?f 


268 


252 


_ 


3 


70 


„ Athy, 


654 


698 


72 


83^gg 


123 


135 


1 


2 


36 


Kilkenny County, 


1,370 


1,431 


264 


232 


328 


275 


7 


9 


108 


„ City, 


2,092 


1,621 


60 


50 


101 


78 


2 


2 


65 


King’s County, 


1,621 


1,191 


290 


230 


343 


325 


28 


8 


130 


Leitrim, 


1,109 


830 


164 


133/s 


218 


191 


2 


6 


108 


Limerick County, . 


2,943 


2,989 


653 


6423 


860 


849 


158 


43 


175 


„ City, 


3,721 


7,455 


238 


254], 


312 


335 


3 


4 


172 


Londonderry, 


1,531 


1,607 


196 


189ff 


227 


212 


3 


3 


213 


Longford, 


1,465 


1,257 


195 


156 


244 


192 


6 


4 


103 




1,236 


1,189 


128 


119 


155 


152 


2 


4 


63 


Drogheda, 


364 


522 


34 


30 


54 


51 


3 


_ 


26 


Mayo, 


2,840 


3,038 


452 


376*# 


604 


487 


54 


20 


188 




1,282 


1,105 


216 


205 


279 


242 


14 


10 


141 


Monaghan, . 


1,124 


809 


249 


177 


319 


239 


8 


11 


111 


Queen’s County, . 


1,878 


1,673 


280 


288 


372 


372 


14 


4 


137 


Roscommon, 


1,504 


1,069 


269 


173 


380 


209 


16 


5 


92 


Sligo, 


1,307 


1,155 


225 


mu 


301 


282 


11 


7 


147 


Tipperary, Nenagh, 


3,978 


3,873 


551 


446 n 


780 


666 


101 


70 


223 


„ Clonmel, 


5,624 


6,576 


576 


706 


832 


904 


69 


22 


285 


Tyrone, 


1,309 


1,050 


248 


222 


323 


296 


2 


7 


139 


Waterford County, 


1,659 


1,429 


327 


291 


432 


379 


10 


3 


109 


„ City, . 


2,226 


2,610 


125 


152 


211 


228 


_ 


- 


SO 


Westmeath, 


1,636 


1,289 


274 


183 


342 


237 


14 


7 


120 


Wexford, 


2,893 


1,708 


214 


303 


403 


435 


13 


4 


173 


Wicklow, 


735 


672 


154 


136 


189 


165 


14 


- 


84 


Total, . 


112,47* 


115,87 


12,64 


1 2,496^3°^ 


17,484 


15,566 


1,306 


578 


6,779 



TWESTV-SOSTH 

Ertokt. 



Comparative State- 
ment of the number 
of Prisoners confined 
in the Gaols of Ire- 
land, and number of 
Deaths in the Years 
1S48 and 1849. 
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TWENTY-NINTH EEPOET OF 
No. 4. 



Twenty-ninth 

Report. 



X 



County Gaol. 


Average Daily 
Number for 
seven years 
ending 1846. 


Average 
Daily Number 
for 

1847-8-9. 


Increase, 
per cent. 


Average 
Daily Number 
for 
1860. 


Increase 
per cent. 


Londonderry, 






90-29 


180-52 


99-93 


189-57 


5-01 


Cork, 






242-85 


1099-66 


352-18 


1172-00 




Louth, 






65-8 


111-63 


69-65 


119-00 


6-60 


Kerry, 






123-5 


415-50 


236-43 


454-75 


9-45 


Kildare (2 gaols), . 






83-05 


170-54 


105-34 


208-01 


21-97 


Dublin. 






125-26 


210-66 


68-17 


258-5 


22-71 


Donegal, . 






81-07 


161-30 


98-96 


198-78 


23-23 


Meath, 






85-48 


165-66 


93-80 


205 00 


23-75 


"Waterford, 






80-14 


226-00 


182-00 


291-00 


28-76 


Queen’s County, . 






110-19 


223-33 


102-67 


288-00 


28-96 


Tipperary (2 gaols). 






310-80 


881-30 


183-55 


1152-33 


30-75 


Limerick, . 






130-05 


479-73 


268-88 


642-75 


33-98 


Wexford, . 






96-57 


202-16 


109-34 


303-00 


49-88 


Clare, 






117-43 


364-33 


210-25 


607-00 


66-60 



County Gaol. 


Average Daily 
Number fin- 
seven years 
ending 1840. 


Average 
Daily Number 
for 

1847-8-9. 


Increase 
per cent. 


Daily Number 
for 
I860. 


Decrease 
per cent. 


Cavan, 




116-52 


208-00 


78-51 


205-00 


1-44 


King’s County, 




113-76 


234-00 


105-69 


230-00 


1-71 


Kilkenny, . 




97-36 


23800 


144-45 


232-00 


2-52 


Wicklow, . 




75-78 


142-00 


87-38 


136-00 


4-22 


Mayo, 




172-49 


400-01 


131-90 


376-59 


5-85 


Down, 




168-90 


261-66 


54-92 


235-00 


10-19 


Carlow, 




79-71 


172-50 


116-40 


153-21 


11-18 


Tyrone, 

Monaghan, 




107-18 


256-00 


138-85 


222-00 


13-28 




98-14 


212-33 


116-35 


177-00 


16-64 


W estmeath, 




116-28 


221-33 


90-34 


183-00 


17-32 


Sligo, 




93-02 


235-05 


152-68 


191-60 


18-48 


Longford, . 




100-14 


192-96 


92-69 


156-00 


19-16 


Galway, . 




138-85 


475-33 


242-33 


384-00 


19-21 


Armagh, . 

Antrim, including 1 
of Correction, . 




126-00 


239-00 


89-68 


191-00 


20-08 


Belfast House ^ 


215-91 


310-33 


43-73 


240-33 


22-56 


Fermanagh, 




97-42 


247-33 


153-87 


175-00 


29-24 


Leitrim, 




94-35 


200-45 


.113-50 


133-04 


33-96 


Roscommon, 




105-28 


274-85 


159-16 


173-00 


36-59 



It will be seen by the preceding tables that there exists but a trifling difference 
in the number of prisoners actually incarcerated during the past year and that 
which preceded it, and it is necessary, therefore, that we should offer some ex- 
planation of this apparent anomaly, when we have shown so important a dimi- 
nution of cases for trial, involving the punishment of transportation, and of the 
graver offences affecting property. 

A considerable alteration has undoubtedly taken place in the character of 
crime, and a much larger proportion of the present inmates of gaols consists of 
those who have been committed or sentenced for comparatively trifling offences, 
chiefly larcenies and acts of vagrancy. 

It is not, however, to be supposed that this equality of totals is created merely 
by the decrease of the greater offences being counterbalanced by the increase of 
the lesser. We apprehend that such is not the true solution, but that while the 
aggregate of the minor offences remains the same, or, perhaps, is even 
diminished, . except in the metropolitan districts, the number of criminals 
brought to justice is steadily progressing — a result we do not hesitate to ascribe 
to the enlarged powers conferred on Magistrates sitting at Petty Sessions by the 
Summary Jurisdiction Act, to the more stringent carrying out of the Vagrant 
Act, by the adoption of shorter times of imprisonment, and to the increased 
activity of the Constabulary. 

We wish to guard against any misconstruction with regard to the latter point, 
as it might be inferred that we imputed neglect, or dereliction of duty at some 
farmer period to this admirable Body, from the officers of which we have on all 
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occasions received the most valuable aid and co-operation, but what we would 
convey is, that the improved condition of the countiy, in the extinction of 
agrarian combinations and political disturbance, has left more time and a larger 
force at their disposal, and has enabled them, by the cessation of their ami 
military duties, to devote their attention more exclusively to such matters as 
belong to then- capacity of a corrective and detective Police 
We would further observe that the number of Prisoners is not to be accepted 
as a test of general demoralization, inasmuch as the re-committal of the slme 
offenders tends largely to swell the annual returns. Of tills multiplication the 
-Report of Richmond Female Penitentiary (to which we invite attention) affords 
a remarkable proof, showing that the almost incredible aggregate of 2,178 com- 
lmttals is represented by only twenty-six individuals, whose names and ages are 
attached, one of whom had been imprisoned no less than 121 times ' 

Again, a cursory examination of the Table (No. 4) containing the averages 
with the increase and decrease per cent, might lead to fallacious conclusions as 
to the destitution or the lawlessness of the resident population, unless con- 
sidered with a regard to the concomitant circumstances of the locality— thus 
for instance, in Dublin, in the single gaol of Richmond Bridewell, the male’ 
vagrants committed there amounted to 5,822, of whom 459 only were from the 
County and City of Dublin, and in 1850 they reached a total of 7,702, of whom 
786 only were supplied from the same districts, giving in both cases a propor- 
tion one-tenth approximative^, the preponderant remainder being obviously 
attracted by the probability of obtaining a livelihood by casual emplovment 
mendicancy, or pilfering, which the capital holds out. ’ 

No. 5. 

RICHMOND BRIDEWELL. 

A Comparative Statement of the No. of Male Prisoners Convicted in the City of Dublin in 
each Tear, from 1847 to 1850. J ’ 



Difference in each Consecutive Year. 





J No. Committed. j 


Class of Offences. 


1847. 


1848. 


1849. 


1850. 


Petty Larceny (Summary) 
Misdemeanors, 

Military, by Court Martial, 
Lunatics, . 


631 

888 

1,737 

71 


504 

1,067 

2,091 

233 

44 


468 

1,194 

2,031 

49 


875 

1,772 

1,937 

87 


g Criminal Offences, . 

8 Drunkenness, 

" Vagrancy, . 


3,297 

1,447 

835 


3,929 

1,621 

1,838 


3,742 

1,856 

5,822 


4,141 

7>02 


Gross Totals, 


6,279 


7,383 


10,020 


18,826 


AverageNo. confined daily, 
L Highest No. 


275 

403 


348 

433 


411 

537 


410 

628 


Average No. of Vagrants ) 
committed Daily J 

Do. confined do. 

42 Do.confinedany oneday 






17 

75 

173 


25 

56 

278 


jj Country Vagrants com- 
(5 mitted . 

Co. and City of Dublin do. 


_ 


- 


4,863 

459 


6,916 

786 






“ 




7,702 




Individual persons never in prison before, 
Committed for Criminal Offences 
Committed once in the Year, but who had 
been in prison previously 
Individuals re-committed within the Year 
for Criminal Offences . 



Individuals. Committals. I Individuals. Committals. 
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Again, if the two Counties in which the advance has been greatest be taken, 
it will .be found that the comparative comfort and opulence of Wexford has 
drawn from less-favoured districts the migratory population, which subsists by 
petty depredation, if not absorbed by labour ; while, on the other hand, we fear 
that in Clare the pressure of destitution must be admitted as the primary cause 
of the overflowing of its Prison. 

DIETARY AND EXPENDITURE. 



Having ascertained that very beneficial effects had followed the alteration in 
the gaol dietary adopted in October, 1849, we felt it our duty to submit to the 
Court of Queen’s Bench, and obtain its sanction to the substitution of gruel for 
milk, for Prisoners whose term of punishment should not exceed one calendar 
month, in consequence of the number of cases brought to our knowledge of 
offenders being committed for insubordination in Workhouses, and for acts of 
vagrancy, solely in order that they might have the advantage of being fed in the 
gaols, the quantity of milk being the chief inducement. As it appeared that no 
injurious consequences had been experienced in the sanitary condition of those 
who had been placed on the above dietary exclusively , and that a very important 
saving of expense had been effected, the cost of gruel being found on an average 
to amount to not more than one-eighth of that of milk, we addressed a circular 
to all the Boards of Superintendence in Ireland, with the view of taking their 
sense as to whether gruel might not advantageously be substituted for milk on 
two days, with intervals in each week, subject of course to medical direction in all 
cases requiring a relaxation of the Buie. Having received from more than 
five-sixths of the Boards an unanimous approval of the alteration, we did not 
hesitate to carry out the measure under the authority of the Queen’s Bench, as 
upon a calculation of the average prices of meal and milk, and, upon a compa- 
rison of their relative cost, we were satisfied that a saving of nearly, if not quite 
Jive thousand pounds a-year would be effected upon the diet of the number of 
Prisoners at present confined in Ireland, while, at the same time, we guarded 
against the possibility of danger to their health, by specially reserving to the 
medical officers the discretionary power of discontinuing the less nutritive diet 
in cases of constitutional debility. 



SCHEDULE I.— PRISON DIETARY. 





Class 1. 


C““ s - 


Class 8. 




Males. 


Females. 


Males and Females under 10 years. 


Breakfast, 


8 oz. Meal in Stirabout, 
^ pint New Milk. 


7 oz. Meal in Stirabout, 
1 pint New Milk. 


5 oz. Meal in Stirabout, 
pint New Milk. 


Dinner, 


14 oz. Bread. 

1 pint New Milk. 19 


12 oz. Bread, 
f pint New Milk.* 


10 oz. Bread, 

^ pint New Milk. 


Supper, 


- 


- 


4 oz. Bread, 

1J Naggin New Milk. 



* One pint of Gruel to be substituted for Milk at Dinner only, on two days , with intervals in each week, 
subject to Medical direction in all cases requiring relaxation of the Buie. 
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SCHEDULE- II — Dietary tor Prisoners whose Term, of Imprisonment shall not exceed 
One Calendar Month. 





Cli.br 1. 


Class 2. 


Class 3. 




Males. 


Females. 


Males and Females under 10 years. 


Breakfast, 


8 oz. Meal in Stirabout, 
£ pint New Milk. 


7 oz. Meal in Stirabout, 
pint New Milk. 


5 oz. Meal in Stirabout. 
•§• pint New Milk. 


Dinner, 


14 oz. Bread, 

1 pint Oatmeal Gruel, or 
Vegetable Soup. 


12 oz. Bread, 

f pint Oatmeal Gruel, or 
Vegetable Soup. 


10 oz. Bread, 
pint New Milk. 


Supper, 


- 


- 


4 oz. Bread, j 

14 Naggin New Milk. 



The Prisoners included in Class 1, if committed for not less than Two Months, may, in cold 
weather, and if employed in exhausting labour, (should it be certified as proper by the Medical 
Officer,) receive for Breakfast oz. of Meal, and for Dinner 1 lb. of Bread, or an equivalent por- 
tion of Potatoes. 

The Meal may be Indian Meal, or Oatmeal, or Rye Meal. Rice may be used instead, but 
only in conjunction with Meal, and then in the proportion of 2 oz. of Rice to 6 of Meal. Instead 
of New Milk, Buttermilk may be used in the proportion of half a pint of New Milk to one pint 
of Buttermilk. 

The Bread shall consist of either of the following substances : — 

1 . Seconds Flour. 

2. Half Seconds Flour and half Indian Meal. 

3. Whole Wheat Meal. 

4. Rye. 

5. Rye and Barley Meal. 

Provided that if Rye or Rye and Barley Bread be used, the equivalents shall be 16 oz. of 
Rye or Rye and Barley Bread for 14 oz. of Wheaten or Indian Meal, and also in proportion for the 
other quantities. 

Potatoes may be substituted for the Stirabout or Bread, in each meal, in the following 



proportions : — 

Class 1. Class 3. , Class 3. 

Breakfast, .... 3 lbs. lbs. 2 lbs. 

Dinner, 4 lbs. 34 lbs. 3 lbs. 

Supper, „ ,, 1 lb. 



It is strongly recommended that, as to preserve the health, variety of food is as necessary as 
a full supply, the substitution of Potatoes for Bread at Dinner may be made whenever practicable 
twice or three times in each week. 



In fine, whether we consider the above subject with a view to its economical 
or sanitary relations, we have the satisfaction of exhibiting an important im- 
provement in both. 

£ s. d. 

The total expense of Gaols in 1849 amounted to - - - 128,630 12 01 

Do. Do. 1830 „ - 102,963 6 11 1 



Decrease - 

The expense of Bridewells in 1849 was - 
Do. Do. 1850 „ 



25,667 5 1* 
10,634 4 10 
8,173 13 If 



Decrease - - 2,460 II 8f* 



It is to be borne in mind that as the Dietary of October, 1849, was not 
universally adopted until the latter half of 1850, and as the subsequent changes 
were not in operation within the period embraced by these calculations, we are 
entitled to anticipate a still greater reduction of outlay, proportionately to the 
inmates of gaols during the ensuing year. 

Lastly, we present as matter for thankfulness and unmixed congratulation, 
the extraordinary decline in the number of deaths, amounting to 51-42 and 
55-74 per cent, as compared with the two preceding years respectively. This 
remarkable difference may doubtless be partially accounted for by the exemption 
of the country generally from epidemic disease ; but much is justly due to rigid 
discipline, to the observance of cleanliness and ventilation, and to watchful 
medical superintendence. 



* Vide Appendix, schedules D and G. 
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GENERAL CONDITION OF PRISONS AND BRIDEWELLS. 

We have shown above the entire inadequacy of such accommodation as can 
be reasonably supplied by the gaols in their existing form to receive the over- 
whelming numbers of the actual occupants, a large proportion of whom is 
derived from three classes, whose presence is peculiarly subversive of regular 
discipline — namely, convicts, lunatics, and vagrants ; and we have now to record 
the improvements and extensions which have been adopted in various localities 
in order to mitigate the consequent evils. 

Antrim. — The additional accommodation of 118 cells, three day-rooms, one 
day-room for lunatics, with three separate yards, a waiting-room, and washing- 
room has been provided. 

Westmeath. — A mill has been erected in Mullingar gaol which gives 
employment to 48 prisoners. A Bridewell has been established at Castletown- 
delvin. 

Dublin, Richmond. — A capstan mill on a large scale is in course of construc- 
tion ; 38 cells and 10 rooms with beds have been added. 

Grangegorman. — A call-hall and consultation-room have been completed. 

Kilmainham. — The increased accommodation of S2 cells, 1 day-room, and 
hospital has been obtained by the removal of convicts in June last to the 
Mountjoy prison. 

Doim. — The laundry has been much improved, and new washing tubs with 
other requisites provided ; arrangements are in progress for putting the separate 
system into operation ; a new Bridewell has been constructed at Newtownards. 

Donegal. — A new hospital has been erected. 

Wiclcloio. — Forty new cells fitted for separation have been completed. 

Wexford. — Plans of extension, both of accommodation and employment, are 
under consideration. 

North Riding, Tipperary, Nenagh.- — A new store is now ready for the reception 
of stock, and will thus render available cells hitherto used for the stowage of 
goods. 

Kilkenny. — Two wings, containing two hundred cells, with a chapel and a 
governor’s house, are progressing rapidly towards completion. 

Kildare, Naas. — A few juvenile offenders have been placed in separation. 

County Galway. — A sum of .£400 has been presented for the improvement of 
the sewerage of.the gaol. 

Town of Galway. — Some attempt is about to be made to extend the accom- 
modation, and thus relieve the criminal wards. 

County of Limerick. — A few of the most refractory juveniles have been placed 
in separation. 

These are unquestionably efforts in the right direction, and it has been the 
earnest endeavour of the Executive, to aid them by the establishment of new 
convict depots, and the enlargement of those previously in existence, with the 
view of withdrawing from the gaols this dangerous and insubordinate class of 
felons, always restless and eager for deportation, and for the superior diet of the go- 
vernment depots, the supervision of whom taxes severely the time of the officers, 
or often renders an increase of the staff indispensable, while the obvious policy, 
and, indeed, necessity of keeping them separate, as much as practicable, from 
minor offenders, interferes with a better allocation of space, and with the proper 
sub-divisions of classification. 

The amount of such relief is as follows, being nearly 85 per cent. — 



Male convicts in gaols, Ireland, 1st January, 1850, .... 1323 
Do do. 1851, .... 201 

Decrease, 1122 



Secondly, we have not failed to put forward urgent and continued applica- 
tions for the removal of lunatics from prisons ; and we have great pleasure in 
stating that the Inspectors of that department fully concur with us in the 
opinion, which is to be found repeatedly expressed in our County Reports', as to 
the deficiency of material and moral means in common gaols for tending these 
unfortunate beings, who require unceasing observation and great delicacy of 
mental treatment. 
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They offer a sad spectacle, committed as they sometimes necessarily are to T ™^^ KTH 
hands of overworked officers, without any experience of their peculiar malady, I — ’ 

and but too often intermixed, to the detriment of their chances of recovery, 
with sane prisoners, upon whom this charge, always irksome and sometimes 
dangerous, is unfairly cast, and who are thereby rendered incapable of perform- 
ing the ordinary duties of the prison. There are now, however, in progress of 
erection, and on the eve of completion, several asylums which we are assured 
will afford ample accommodation, and thus transfer all the lunatics of Ireland 
from the gaols into fitting receptacles. 

Thirdly, the increase, and as it were, the establishment of an extensive 
vagrant class among our population, constitute the most fearful of the evils 
which have been generated by famine and pestilence. Among other causes the 
abandonment and surrender of immense tracts of land, and the inability of 
occupiers to give employment, suddenly threw upon the world large masses, 
which latterly, perhaps, have been swelled in consequence of the diminution, 
of those receiving out-door relief — the numbers standing thus : — 

Recipients of out-door relief) in the last week of the year ending 1849, . . 95,468 
Do. do. do. 1850, . . 2,780 

Decrease, . . . 92,688 

Probably at first the greater portion of these, did not fall below the level of 
average morality ; but, stimulated by the pressure of hunger, they soon became 
familiarized with depredation, while the difficulty of conviction, and the unwil- 
lingness of proprietors to prosecute, in cases of extreme destitution, contributed 
to perpetuate this violation of property, until the habit of robbery became con- 
firmed, and the unhappy results are a total demoralization, and an effacement 
•of all distinction between right and wrong. 

This wandering population has been turned to account by professional thieves, 
and divided into gangs, who prowl throughout the country reconnoitring, or, to 
use their own phrase, “ setting” such houses and premises as appear to offer 
an easy entrance, and then rifling them at a favourable opportunity. This 
system of plunder has fallen with peculiar hardship on the humble farmers, 
whose out-houses and yards are more accessible, and less vigilantly guarded, for, 
not only is their smaller live-stock, such as poultry, carried off, but every petty 
article of a portable size is swept away, and finds a ready sale at the shops in 
towns, the owners of which purchase without inquiry whatever is tendered. To 
these are to be added the strolling beggars, a most unruly body, whose incar- 
ceration is too short to place them within the reach of moral improvement, but 
long enough to render their personal filth, and brutality of language and 
demeanour, great and continuous obstructions to the order and management of 
Prisons. But, although there does not exist any separate institutions set apart 
for the vagrant class, as for the convicts and lunatics, to which we can look for 
relief from pressure, yet we are not without hope that many causes will combine 
to abate this migratory nuisance : — 

Firstly. It is to be hoped that the just severity of the sentences passed, 
during the last year, at Assizes and Quarter Sessions, upon the organized de- 
predators and their accomplices, the receivers of stolen goods, who had hitherto 
escaped with impunity, will not be without a deterring effect. 

Secondly. The growing agricultural industry of the country will multiply the 
demand for labourers, and thus absorb the able-bodied who are willing to work, 
and upon the indolent and refractory will be brought to bear the increased 
vigilance of the Constabulary and Police, and the stringency of punishment for 
vagrancy involving what is most distasteful to them : low diet, hard labour, and 
compulsory cleanliness. The efficacy of the latter system, as contrasted with 
those previously adopted, is exhibited in the subjoined extract from a letter ad- 
dressed to us upon this subject by Mr. Marques, the able and experienced Go- 
vernor of Richmond Bridewell : — 

“ The experiments tried in the early part of last year of committing vagrants for long terms of 
imprisonment proved a perfect failure, their number having subsequently reached, in this prison, 
the alarming extent of 278 in confinement, which not only destroyed the discipline, hut affected 
most seriously the health of the entire establishment by the spread of contagious diseases brought 

c 2 
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TwENir-OTNTH in every <%. This state of ^ings having been represented to Government, the magistrates. 

Bbpoet. undertook to commit all the vagrants for twenty-four hours only, in order to avoid feeding the m, 

— except in cases of actual want, which were always relieved, for it is right to remark that on the 

persons of many considerable sums of money were occasionally found. This plan commenced 
in the month of March, and soon produced the result which had been anticipated, the average 
number in confinement having been reduced from 190 to 24 daily. On the 1st January, 1851',. 
this system was discontinued, owing to a doubt having been raised as to the legality of withhold- 
ing food in any case even for this veiy short period, and we then commenced feeding all 
Prisoners committed for twenty-four hours, by giving each of them one pint of gruel and 
fourteen ounces of bread for dinner on the day of their committal, and the following, morning 
they were discharged before breakfast. The effect of this change produced a greater amount of 
evil than had been experienced from any other plan tried before. There was scarcely a day that 
the number of vagrants committed did not reach to nearly 100. In one day last month 145 
Prisoners were committed, of which 103 were vagrants, and, on the following day, we discharged 
154, the most of them being well known to have come here every day for then.' dinner and 
lodging for the night. Their conduct on passing out was disgraceful beyond conception, and they 
had become such a terror and nuisance to the neighbourhood that an escort of mounted Police 
had to wait on the road every morning to disperse and pursue them. Such a state of things 
having come under the knowledge of the Board of Superintendence, they at once devoted their 
serious attention to the "subject, and adopted the only means they saw that could be applied to 
remedy the evil. The first step they took was to confer with the magistrates so as to act in 
concert with them. Those who were enabled to attend the meeting unanimously concurred 
with the Board, and agreed to adopt the uniform pi’actice of committing for forty-eight hours 
instead of twenty-four, to test the effect of one day’s ‘ hard labour,’ either on the tread-mill or at 
stone-breaking, and, if tins should not succeed, to extend the sentence to seven days, or longer 
if deemed advisable. It was quite obvious that nothing short of a most rigorous system of dis- 
cipline, combined with the application of hard labour would produce any good effect, and the 
Board accordingly authorized me to cany out the course which I have been since pursuing 
with satisfactory results. To accomplish our object, however, I have had to sacrifice a veiy 
material branch of Prison discipline, by being unable to use the tread-mill for such criminal 
offenders as that species of hard labour is particularly applicable to. The system I have 
adopted is simply this : — On the arrival of the Police vans the vagrants are immediately 
conducted to the reception-ward, their hair is cut off close, and they are then plunged into 
baths, where every one is scrubbed from head to foot, by Prisoners selected for drat purpose, 
•under the immediate inspection of on officer. On the next day, all able-bodied vagrants are 
put on the tread-mill, and the old, the infirm, and tire children, are put to a task of stone- 
breaking, and if they fail to perform a fair share of labour proportionate to their bodily strength, 
half of their dinner allowance is stopped. So far as we have gone, I am warranted to state 
that the result enables me to hope that within a short time we shall be able to effect 
our object, not only in keeping the Prison free from any considerable number of such an objec- 
tionable class of Prisoners, but to clear the streets of so great an evil to the public.” 

We have thus put prominently forward whatever can be deemed of a hopeful 
character as to the decline of the graver crimes, as to the probable diminution 
of the three classes which peculiarly impede reformatory classification, and as to 
the united exertions of the Executive, of the Boards of Superintendence, and 
Grand Juries to lessen the evils we have detailed. We have on our part 
addressed ourselves carefully to a reduction of expenditure as far as is compa- 
tible with a sound economy, and a due regard to the health of the prisoners ; 
and we have prepared a new form of Bridewell returns, which will afford a more 
accurate and satisfactory check than was supplied by those lately in use, upon 
the registry and committals, so as to enable us to detect and expose neglect, 
injustice, illegality and fraud, instances of which have come within our cogni- 
zance. Our reports for the past year present many such cases, but it is suffi- 
cient to call attention to those of Templemore and Kilfinnan, in the reports of 
the North Biding of Tipperary, and of the County of Limerick, as examples of 
some of the defects we propose to remedy. We further think it due to the 
majority of Boards of Superintendence with which we have placed ourselves in 
communication, to state that we have experienced an anxious desire to meet 
and carry out our suggestions with regard to financial, educational, and indus- 
trial improvement. But all such efforts must be considered to be a mere palli- 
ation of the difficulties which oppress our gaols, many, indeed we lament to 
say, almost all of which are still crowded with such numbers as to affect health 
and morals, thus cutting off those important branches of prison discipline — 
classification, schooling, and industrial employment, and above all, rendering 
separation impossible, which we continue to regard as the sole effectual system 
for deterring from crime and promoting eventual reformation. Much then 
remains to be done both by the local authorities, and by legislative interference, 
and it is only by taking a wide and comprehensive view of the whole question, 
and by avoiding a false economy, that permanent safeguards can be devised 
against the general social corruption arising from the contamination of lesser 
offenders by. their intermixture with the irreclaimable veterans of crime. Firstly, 
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as one of the matters more immediately within the scope of local exertion and Tw ^em 
administration, we would point to the condition of the Bridewells, which calls — 
imperatively for immediate amendment, attainable as it is at no undue expense, 
and we have to repeat here some of the observations which we put forward last 
year, together with additional suggestions. 

With regard to ordinary bridewells, we regret to report, that they labour under 
evils of the gravest character : viz.- — insufficient buildings, defective inspection, 
and the want of medical attendance. In many of these places, containing 
perhaps not half a dozen cells, from fifty to one hundred prisoners are some- 
times confined during the sessions. The majority are not supplied with water, 
and there is no proper sewerage : the walls too are generally very insecure : in 
some there is no separation between the sexes ; male and female prisoners herd 
together in the same day-rooms, while the sleeping apartment of the former, 
forms occasionally an anteroom to that of the latter. 

The Prisons Act throws the charge of inspection of the bridewells upon the 
Protestant clergyman o^the parish, and we are glad to hear testimony to the 
punctual and faithful manner in which this duty is generally performed ; but as 
the office is merely voluntary, and without any remuneration, it follows, as a mat- 
ter of course, that it is occasionally not undertaken at all. Arrangements are 
sometimes made, under which the bridewells in a county are visited by the 
Local Inspector of the Gaol ; but this is merely for the sake of convenience, 
and not authorised by law, and is also liable to interfere with the proceedings of 
the “ de jure ” inspector. If any sickness should occur in a bridewell there ex- 
ists no means of seeming medical attendance : this is a point which seems to 
have been entirely overlooked by the legislature ; and many distressing cases 
have happened in consequence, sometimes leading to fatal results. 

We would further notice, as a consequence of the want of proper supervision, 
the great discrepancy in the general expenditure, and in the cost of diet in 
bridewells, situate in the same or adjoining counties, _ varying in some instances 
more than fifty per cent, in localities where no material difference exists in the 
price of provisions. This anomaly could be easily obviated by the general 
establishment of local boards or committees (such as have already been advan- 
tageously adopted in some parts of Ireland), consisting of the bench of magis- 
trates attending petty sessions, whose duty it should be to inspect the bride- 
wells, to enforce due repairs, and a proper supply of necessaries, to measure the 
cost of dietary by the neighbouring markets, and to report upon all require- 
ments affecting the health and discipline of the prisoners to the Central Board 
of Superintendence, so that an uniform and equal system of outlay and manage- 
ment would be thus ensured. 

We lament to state that magistrates have almost universally fallen into - the 
practice of committing prisoners to and sanctioning their detention m bride- 
wells for illegal periods. We are aware that the expense of transmitting pri- 
soners to the county gaol is commonly urged as the apology for such neglect 
or evasion of the law, but we cannot consistently with our duty avoid noticing 
so direct a violation of the Prisons Act. 

It is commonly proposed to obviate these difficulties by carrying out the 92nd 
section of the Prisons Act, 7 Geo. IV., cap. 74, and by establishing district 
bridewells, in which persons convicted at the sessions might pass short terms 
of imprisonment. There are now but two such bridewells in existence, 
namely, those of Parsonstown and Baltinglass ; that of Belfast having merged 
in the new gaol for the county of Antrim. As there is no legislative provision 
for placing this class of prison in a proper state as to inspection and manage- 
. ment, and hence presentments cannot be legally made for the necessary ex- 
penses, we have felt compelled on more than one occasion to report against the 
erection of any more of them, unless measures were taken to provide for their 
constant maintenance in an efficient condition. 

It further appears to us, that if district bridewells were universally erected, 
with sufficient accommodation to receive, and a competent staff to superintend 
prisoners, the expense of such buildings and salaries would far exceed the pre- 
sent amount levied for the conveyance of prisoners, to say nothing of the. want 
of proper requisites for carrying out the principles of amended prison discipline 
in such minor establishments. We apprehend that no good general result 
could be expected from confinement in gaols unprovided with moral and physical 
means of reformation, in which in fact it would be impossible to classify and 
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Twenty-ninth separate, and to give due employment and education to prisoners during a 

Bbpost - period of four months, the present legal term of detention in district bridewells. 

Further, the average cost per head of dieting prisoners in these small prisons 
would far exceed that of the county gaols, from the greater facility of obtaining 
advantageous contracts, and from the better appliances for cooking, baking, 
&c. &c., which exist in the latter. We would not be understood, however, to 
condemn entirely the principle of district bridewells, inasmuch as from the 

geographical position of the gaols in some of the larger counties, an undue 

expense is incurred by the transmittal of prisoners from distances, sometimes 
amounting to more than one hundred English miles ; and hardship and injus- 
tice to those committed for short terms are unavoidably produced, particularly 
in trivial cases, where the accused are unfitted by infirmity, extreme youth, or 
old age, for the exposure and fatigue of a long journey. 

This state of things throws discredit on criminal process, and prevents jus- 
tice by producing a natural disinclination to prefer complaints in such offences 
aS involve a more severe punishment before arrived at the gaol, than would be 
awarded if they were dealt with summarily on the spot, or in cases where the 
committal actually takes place, by cutting off all the personal communication 
which is ordinarily indispensable for preparing a defence. Again, when such 
prisoners are discharged on the expiry of their sentences, or upon their 
acquittal, they are thrown friendless and helpless among strangers, and are but 
too often driven back by necessity as beggars and pilferers, to the local gaol, to 
become thoroughly demoralized by association with the most depraved and 
degraded wretches, and to swell the cost of the prison, which is thus converted 
into a mere place of incarceration, the pressure of numbers rendering any refor- 
matory discipline impossible. 

Extract from a circular letter written by Mr. Berwick, Q.C., Assistant-Barrister 
for the East Biding of the County of Cork. 

As an instance of the horrible working of such a system, I may here state that I have procured 
from the Books of the County Gaol, a list of one hundred and twenty-four cases, within one year, 
of Prisoners transmitted for punishment from Petty Sessions to the County Gaol, distances vary- 
ing from 28 miles at the least, to 98 miles, not one of whom was sentenced to a greater length of 
imprisonment than one fortnight. Of these, seven were transmitted 53 miles, sentenced to 
48 hours' imprisonment, and seven more from tire same place, sentenced to 10 days’ imprisonment; 
five from a distance of 28 miles, sentenced to 3 days’ imprisonment ; thirty-four sentenced to one 
week’s imprisonment, and 69 to one fortnight, from the different Petty Sessions of Castletown Bere, 
Goleen, Carrigboy, Bantry, Skibbereen, Roscarberry, Union-hall and Kildorrery. I found three 
cases of prisoners sent within one week 53 miles, under sentence of “ One day's imprisonment, for 
absconding from the Workhouse." All the above cases were for trifling charges — a trespass on a 
neighbour’s fence or garden, breaking a tree, absconding from the Workhouse, insubordination in the 
Workhouse. In one case a Prisoner was transmitted 53 miles, sentenced to 48 hours’ imprison- 
ment/or drunkenness. In two cases at the last Cork Sessions, the bills were ignored by the Grand 
Jury, in one of which a Prisoner had been in custody for upwards of two months, charged with 
stealing a quart of milk, transmitted from a distance of 17 miles ; and in the other, the Prisoner 
charged with stealing One Hen, had been nearly five weeks in gaol ! It appears from the books of 
the gaol, that of the Prisoners confined for trifling offences, no less than 560 have died in gaol 
within the last four years. The result of the accumulation of wretchedness and crime thus created 
may be understood by the fact, that within the last year there have been 2,958 committals to the 
City of Cork Gaol and Bridewell, for begging in the streets of that city, of whom it is calculated 
that only one out of eveiy fifteen belongs to the city. On the %7th November last, there were 58 
Children in the gaol of the City of Cork committed for begging, all under the age of fifteen — 
several not more than six years old — most of them friendless and orphans, of whom only six 
belonged to the City of Cork.” 

Viewing, therefore, all the difficult circumstances of the case, and having 
regard to the impoverished state of the country, we are, perhaps, warranted in 
submitting that the most advisable course would be to extend the jurisdiction 
of magistrates sitting at Petty Sessions in cases of larceny, and to legalize im- 
prisonment in ordinary bridewells for a term not exceeding a fortnight, on the 
distinct understanding, however, that the crying defects to which we have 
adverted should he effectually remedied, and that an enlargement of accommo- 
dation be provided to meet the consequent increase of inmates. Such outlay 
would be more than compensated, not only by the greater space thus rendered 
available in the county gaols, hut by the proportionate diminution of prisoners 
for transmittal, the cost of escorting whom would appear to be capable of fur- 
ther reduction, by an alteration of the present Constabulary arrangements; but 
as this matter does not .fall within our province, we merely throw it out as wor- 
thy of consideration.- 
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Lastly, with regard to gaols. The select committee on prison discipline Tw ^sort’ TH 
appointed in the last session of Parliament has furnished a very valuable report, — ’ 

embracing among others the following resolutions : — 

No. 1. — “ That many prisons have been rebuilt or materially altered since 1835, 
by which uniformity of construction has been extensively promoted, and that 
the internal discipline of prisons has been materially improved, but that great 
variety of construction and discipline still exists. 

N 0- 2. — That this committee concurs in the opinion expressed by former 
committees of both Houses of Parliament, that such variety is a great evil ; and 
considers it desirable that the legislature should entrust increased powers to 
some central authority, of enforcing uniform adherence to rules laid down from 
time to time by Parliament in these respects. 

No. 3.— That such increased powers would be best exercised by a board, sub- 
ject to the authority of the Secretary of State. 

No. 4. — That this committee also concurs in the opinion expressed by a com- 
mittee of the House of Lords in 1835, that entire separation, except during the 
horns of labour and religious worship and instruction, is absolutely necessary 
for preventing contamination, and for securing a proper system of prison disci- 
pline ; and this committee is of opinion, that with this view, every prison ought 
to contain such a number of cells as would enable each prisoner to be kept 
separate, by day as well as by night, both before and after trial. 

No. 13. — That hard labour is not incompatible with individual separation, 
and that where they have been tried in combination as in the county prison at 
Leicester, the effect has been remarkable in the decrease of the number of 
committals, especially under the Vagrant and Malicious Trespass Acts. 

No. 14. — That after prisoners under long sentences have undergone a period of 
separate confinement , the remainder of their sentences ought to be passed under 
a system of combined labour, with effectual precautions against intercourse. 

No. 15. — That this object would be greatly facilitated by the erection of dis- 
trict prisons, at the national cost, for the reception of prisoners under long sen- 
tences, after they have undergone such previous confinement. 

No. 16. — That such district prisons should be maintained at the national 
cost, and the government of such prisons, and all appointments and salaries of 
officers, ought to be under the control of her Majesty’s government. 

No. 19. — That the committee concurs with some of the most experienced 
witnesses they have examined, in the opinion that a great majority of convicted 
prisoners are open to the same good motives and good impulses which influence 
other human beings, and therefore that a system of encouragement to good 
conduct, and endeavours to inspire feelings of self-respect, self-reliance, and 
hopefulness for the future, which have been tried in some of our largest^ estab- 
lishments, ought to be adopted, so far as it is practicable, without impairing the 
penal and deterring character essential to any system of imprisonment. 

These resolutions we earnestly trust may be carried into effect, because they 
offer practical means of completing the system which can only be imperfectly 
worked in ordinary places of confinement, even under the most advantageous 
circumstances. We consider the principle contained in them to be applicable 
to all cases of attempted amendment, bnt peculiarly so to that of juvenile 
offenders, a class which, susceptible as it is of impressions of good or evil, of 
contamination or reclamation, engages the anxious attention of all those to 
whom the charge and direction of prison discipline is committed. 

In Dublin alone it is estimated that 25 per cent, of petty larcenies are com- 
mitted by youths, a majority of whom have found their way into the capital from 
the most distant parts of Ireland, and have become pickpockets and thieves from 
falling into the company of old offenders in the streets, and in the wretched 
lodging cellars, which are the hotbeds of vice, and the scenes of hardened 
iniquity. Many of these boys have the strongest claim on the public care, being 
the destitute and friendless orphans of those who fell victims to the famine; 
but theh condition, however unhappy, is less to be lamented than that of the 
children of dissolute parents, who have been educated in crime, and who on 
theh return after a short imprisonment to their homes, soon forget, or are easily 
shamed out of the lessons of improvement which might have been permanently 
established in their minds had they been submitted to a longer and more system- 
atic supervision. In such cases the plan recommended by the committee 
would prove an invaluable benefit, and might be easily adapted to embrace a 
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combination of industrial training, with a sound elementary education. Thus 
EEoai. the g rea t social peril to be apprehended from the corruption of the rising gene- 
ration would be averted, and those, who without such intervention would 
appear destined to be a moral pest and a burden on the public purse, could be 
converted into orderly and self-supporting members of the community. Nor is 
this merely a speculative anticipation of a likely result, for many instances have 
come to our knowledge, in which even adults of the worst character who had 
been the terror of their neighbourhood, were effectually reclaimed by being trained 
to trades during a long confinement in gaols where works are carried out with 
profitable activity, and have since betaken themselves to a life of peace, honesty 
and usefulness. J 5 

But these resolutions, it is to be observed, are based on the position that 
sufficient provision shall have been previously made in the ordinary gaols for 
carrying out fully the principle of separation, for which the space now available 
is wholly inadequate, nor even if the most sanguine calculations were realized 
of probable depletion, on the grounds which we have submitted above, could 
such accommodation be obtained at any future period. 

We would therefore earnestly impress upon Grand Juries and rate-payers the 
necessity of directing their utmost energies to this subject, and in tire hope that 
they will respond to the appeal, we refrain at present from urging any propo- 
sition for conferring authority upon the Executive to compel the building of 
new gaols, or the extension of those already erected. 

There are matters however beyond the reach of mere local administration, or 
official direction, which can only be cured by legislation, and we would submit 
that the subjoined heads which are in harmony with the first resolutions recited 
above, show what is essential to the correction of the vital defects now existing. 

I~The want of power in the Government to enact or alter as occasion may. 
require, and to enforce all regulations affecting the expenditure, management 
and discipline of gaols and bridewells. 

II- — The want of control over the appointment and removal of prison officers. 
These latter we submit should be nominated by those to whom the selection 
shall hereafter be entrusted, subject to the approval of the Executive after a 
probationary period of at least three months, and liable to removal at any time 
upon sufficient cause shown after due inquiiy. 

Such a power — corrective rather than imperative — preventing any abuse or 
neglect of duty by subordinate officers, but not assuming the right to nominate 
them, would, if put into execution by the machinery of an amended Prisons 
Act, establish an uniform system of internal management, and ensure the carry- 
ing out of the two first objects of all gaol discipline — equal and certain 
punishment, and moral superintendence with a view to ultimate reformation. 

JAMES GALWEY, ) T _ 

J. COREY CONNELLAN,] In ^ctors-General 
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REPORTS ON SEPARATE PRISONS. 



NORTH DISTRICT. 











North District. 




DUBLIN 


PEISONS. 




Reports on separate 










Prisons. 


County of Dublin 


Gaol, at Kilmainham. 


—Visited 6th and 7tji December, 


1850. 


Dublin Prisons. 




State and Accommodation. 




County of Dublin ( Kil- 
mainham) Gaol. 


Morning state, December 6th, 1850 : — 






Visited Dec. 6th & 7th, 
1350. 




Males. Females. 


Males. 


Females. 


State and Accommo- 


Master debtors, 


- 5 3 


Committed summarily, - 40 


18 


dation. 


Poor do. 


- 1 


Drunkards, - - - — 


1 




Felons convicted, 


- 57 9 


Lunatics, - - - 13 


16 




Misdemeanants do. - 


- 5 


— 


— . 




Felons untried, 


- 30 7 


185 


86 




Misdemeanants do. - 


- 3 l 


— 


— 




Vagrants, 


- 30 31 


Total, - 271 




Soldiers, 


- 1 









Contrary to what generally prevails, the above return shows a considerable increase over 
the number in custody at the last inspection, at which period there were only 187 pri- 
soners of all classes confined here. The accommodation consists of 95 single cells, one 
solitary cell, and 10 rooms with beds, which includes that part of the gaol occupied as 
a convict depot, until June last, when it was given up to the county, and the convicts 
removed to the Mountjoy and other Government prisons in Dublin. It consisted of 
22 cells, 1 day-room, hospital, and a large wooden work-house, which stands in the centre 
of one of the yards. The whole gaol is generally an ill-constructed building, the chapel 
quite inadequate, and there are no rooms or sheds adapted to carrying on industrial or 
separate employment. Classification is generally observed, but silence is not enforced even 
when the prisoners are at work. There were 14 convicts, and in the same yard were four 
lunatics. The debtors’ apartments are the best in the gaol, and, I should say, occupy a 
greater space than is necessary. I regret to state that I found in the day-room of this 
department (which was in a very disorderly state) a master and pauper debtor, together 
with a visitor, sitting at the fire, with a bottle of whiskey before them ; the visitor was 
quite drunk, and the other two were not sober. The rooms, cells, and passages of the 
gaol were tolerably clean, the bedding by no means so, and generally very carelessly 
folded. The supply of water is sufficient. The punishments amoimted to 103 since the 
1st of January last, and very many of them for riotous and disorderly conduct. The 
commitments, &c., for the past year were as follows: — Males, 5,583; females, 3,050; 
total, 8,633. 

Re-Commitments. Recommitments. 

Once. Twice. 3 times. 4 times and over. Total. 

Males— Criminals, ... 48 16 2 2 68 

„ — Vagrants, ... 267 109 54 134 564 

632 

Females — Criminals, ... 26 10 8 7 51 

„ — Vagrants ... 76 37 20 92 225 

’ 276 

Greatest number in gaol at one time during the past year : — Males, 215 ; females, 110 ; 
average, males, 178; ditto, females, 76. 

Employment and Schools. Employment and 

There is very little useful or profitable work carried on in this gaol ; one only of the SchooIs * 
turnkeys is a handicraftsman ; and as long as this is the case, there can be but little 
instruction or progress in trades or manufactures. S tone -breaking is the principal em- 
ployment, which may in some degree be useful as a punishment, but none at all as a 
reformatory discipline, and more particularly useless as such when there is no separation 
of the prisoners, which I found to be the case here ; over 50 of them were l-angecl round the 
yard on two occasions when I visited, and they were not prevented from talking to each 
other whilst at work. There is no regular school-master ; the boys, however, are well 
instructed by one of the turnkeys, who keeps a registry ; and the progress of several of 
them whom I examined, justified the favorable account given of their advancement in 
reading and writing. 

B 
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Nokth District. 

Deports on separate 
Prisons. 

Dublin Prisons. 
County of Dublin ( Kil - 
mahiham) Qaol. 
Female Department. 

Dietary. 



Boots and Accounts. 



Officers’ Visits. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Hospitals. 



lunatics. 



Female Department. 

This department is not very deficient in accommodation, and yet I was sorry to observe 
that there was no classification of the prisoners, some few of them were employed in 
sewing, and a good number in the laundry, which is roomy and convenient, and to 
which are added a drying-room and a Large apartment used for ironing. There was no 
school at the time I visited, but I was informed that instruction was occasionally given by 
one of the matrons. 

Dietary. 

Breakfast : Males — 2 oz. rice, 6 oz. Indian meal made into stirabout, \ pint milk. 
Females — If oz. rice, oz. Indian meal made into stirabout, £ pint milk. Children — 
1 oz. rice, 4 oz. Indian meal made into stirabout, f pint milk. 

Dinner : Males — 14 oz. wheat meal bread, 1 pint milk. Females — 12 oz. bread, f pint 
milk . Children — 10 oz. bread, £ pint milk. 

Supper : Children — 4 oz. bread, l£ naggins milk. 

Prisoners committed under one calendar month : Males — 1 pint of gruel : females — 
f pint gruel, at dinner, instead of milk. 

Contracts. — Bread, per. lb. l±d . ; oatmeal, per cwt., 13s. ; Indian meal, per cwt., 10s. ; 
new-milk, per gallon, ; butter-milk, per gallon, l^d. 

The late alteration of dietary for prisoners confined under a month had been adopted, 
and there were 81 of this class on the last clay of my inspection. I was informed that 
many of the prisoners preferred the gruel to milk, and had asked permission to change 
with other prisoners ; the cost of gruel is not one-eighth that of milk. The bread and 
meal were of excellent quality, the milk very had ; there were no complaints, however, 
and the provisions are regularly inspected by the chaplains. 

Books and Accounts. 



The hooks and accounts appeared to me to be all very accurately kept, and the check on the 
daily consumption clear and satisfactory. There is no watch-porter’s book, as required by 
the Act, which is a great omission. A registry should be kept at the gate, in which the 
names of all persons, and the contents of all parcels, articles, &c., inward and outward, 
should be specified, thus affording a most desirable check, and to which at times it might 
he very advisable to refer. 

Officers' Visits. 

The non-resident officers’ visits were, during the past year — 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, - 



155 I Protestant Chaplain, - 155 

171 I Roman Catholic do. - - - 116 



Officers and Salaries. 



£ s. 

Rev. R. H. Nixon, Prot. Chaplain, 55 7 
Rev. Samuel Simpson, Dissenting do. 55 7 
Rev. Geo. Canavan, R. C. Chaplain, 55 7 
Rev. R. H. Nixon, Local Inspector, 100 0 
Francis Rynd, Surgeon, 80 0 

Robert Allison, Governor, 250 0 

John M ‘Manus, Deputy-Governor, 100 0 
Michael Cavanagb, 1st Turnkey, 

Clerk, and Storekeeper, 52 0 

Thomas Miles, 1st Turnkey, 52 0 



d. 




£ 


s. 


d. 


8 


William Blakeman, 1st Turnkey, 


52 


0 


0 


8 


Michael Doyle, 2nd do. 


48 


0 


0 


8 


Thomas Ward, do. 


48 


0 


0 


0 : 


Richard O'Neill, do. 


48 


0 


0 


0 


Simon Hency, do 


48 


0 


0 


0 


Christr. Dunne, Kitchen Turnkey, 


30 


0 


0 


0 


Thos. White, Hospital Turnkey, 


20 


0 


0 




Catherine Mary Judge, Matron, 


32 


10 


0 


0 


Frances Judge, Assistant Matron, 


25 


0 


0 


0 


Frances Woods, Fem. Nursetender, 


10 


0 


0 



The hospital turnkey and nursetender are the only officers who receive gaol allowance. 



Hospitals. 

The hospital accommodation is very limited, it consists of only one room in each 
department, both of which were very clean and well ventilated. There were 11 males 
and 4 females sick at the time of my visit; there were also 16 lunatics, 3 males and 13 
females, confined here ; some of the latter very violent and unmanageable. The medicine 
is furnished by an apothecary, who does not receive any salary for his attendance. The cost 
of medicine is very moderate as compared with many other gaols. From the 1st of June, 
1849, to the 1st of June last, there were 449 cases in hospital; total number of days, 
4,563 ; apothecary’s bill, £37 8s. 



Lunatics. 

There were altogether 29 lunatics, 13 males and 16 females. The charge of this unfor- 
tunate class gives great additional trouble to the officers, and interferes materially with 
the order and discipline of the gaol. I made application to the Inspectors of Lunatic Asylums, 
with a view to their immediate removal, and was informed by them that they were most 
anxious to transfer these unhappy creatures to institutions suited to their condition, but 
that the district asylum was already so overcrowed, that there was not a single vacancy ; 
that the gaols of Trim, Dundalk, Drogheda, &c., and all the Dublin prisons, were suffering 
inconvenience alike, to alleviate which, they had. and were pressing on as much as 
they could the enlargement of the Richmond Asylum, and that they hoped in a 
short time to have the inmates removed from this as well as the other gaols above 
referred to. 
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Board of Superintendence. 



The Board meets every month, and the attendance in general is very regular. The 
hills and accounts are examined and discharged quarterly. The members are 



Robert Quinn Alexander, Esq. 
James H. Hamilton, Esq. M.P. 
Hon. St. John Butler. 
Alexander Kirkpatrick, Esq. 



J. W. Stubbs, Esq. 

Charles Cobbe, Esq. 

H. H. Woods, Esq. 
Christopher Fitzsimon, Esq. 



Henry J. M'Farlane, Esq. 
John Brennan, Esq. 
William Caldbeck, Esq. 
Thomas Thompson, Esq. 



General Observations. 



North District. 

Deports on separate 
Prisons. 

Dublin Prisons. 
County of Dublin (Kil- 
malnham) Gaol. 
Board, of Superin- 
tendence. 

General Observations. 



I regret very much to state that I have little to say in favor of this gaol. I visited it 
about three months since, and found it by no means clean or in a regular or orderly state ; 
the Governor was absent at the time of my visit, and I refrained from making any remarks 
in the visitors’ book. I sent for Mr. Allison, however, and pointed out to him the irregu- 
larities of which I had to complain; I found matters a little better on the two last 
■occasions, but there is still great room for improvement. It must be admitted that the 
enormous influx of beggars, to which this gaol has long been subject, renders it difficult 
to carry out a proper system of discipline, and interferes with the order and cleanliness of 
the prison. The absence, too, of a proper system of industrial occupation is much to be 
regretted. Now that the late convict department is available, I should _ say that 
arrangements might easily be made so as to convert some of the apartments into work- 
shops for tailors, shoemakers, matmakers, and other branches of useful and remunerative 
labour, which, under good management, would have a salutary effect upon the characters of 
the prisoners, as well as tend to the moral discipline of the gaol. 

James Galwey, Inspector-General. 



Richmond Bridewell. — Visited on the 4th and 6th January, 1851. 

State and Accommodation. 

The following table gives the state and accommodation of this gaol at the time of my 
inspection 



Richmond Bridewell. 
Visited 4 th A 0th Jan., 
1851. 

State and Accommo- 
dation. 







•Is 
































No. of each class, &c. 




| 






1 






_ 








rr 




4 

3 




1 


Remarks. 










o 




& 


*5 


% 


.a 




o 


s 




•3 










a 

Q 


I 


Trial 


tS 


J? 


1 


to 

S> 




i 

i-i 


H 


55 


w 


M 


| Pairs 


1 


.= 

< 


























10 


15 


2 


15 


15 


l 


Untried class. 
























31 


83 


b 


80 


20 






























15 




10 


15 


1 


Further examination. 






' 


















11 


20 


0 


50 


9 


1 


1 or 1 week and under. 
























4 


15 




m 






Reception ward. 
















_ 








21 


28 




411 


8 


1 


caving class. 
























21 


42 


28 




14 


.1 


Misdemeanant do. 
























III 


30 








1 


General trades do. 






















20 


13 


40 




40 


40 




Tread-wheel do. 














q 


_ 


_ 


_ 




it 


27 




37 






Mat-making do. 














r, 


_ 


_ 


- 


84 


28 


58 


17 




18 




•luvenile do. 






















7 
















Lunatic, „ 13 


- 


- 


- 


5 






- 


4 


13 


22 


4 




24 


22 




1 


f 2 wards with 20heds. 


Kitchen, ,, 1-1 










~ 


























Laundry, „ In 

Hospital, „ 16 




I 


- 


12 


li 


4 


- 


- 


1 


28 


- 


- 


37 


45 


30 


1 


3 wards with 34 beds. 




1 


10 


00 


110 


100 


0-1 


9 


-1 


14 


418 
















Discharged, . 


•- 


2 


- 




2 










is 


















_ 


8 


_ 


_ 


148 


00 


■1 


- 


- 


400 
















Committed, . 


- 


- 


2 


- 


11 


0 


8 


0 


- 


















Total No. in the 
evening, 


1 


3 


52 


110 


159 


00 


13 


8 


14 


430 


181 


864 


119 


539 


t 


15 





TJUSiaDie 8UUW8 a uBuera uu — -j ■ . 

that the untried prisoners have been recently transferred from Newgate to this prison. 
The average number has been about GO; therefore, the decrease on the whole may be 
said to be 95. Newgate having been abolished as a City prison, and handed over to the 
Government for a convict depot, all untried male prisoners will, m future, he committed to 
fli; R gaol : the alterations and arrangements referred to in last report have been carried out, 
and a section of the prison set apart for their accommodation. It contains four- wards 
with 36 cells, and two rooms with heds for special cases. This part of the building is 
admirably arranged, and generally sufficient to afford a separate cell for each prisoner 
between the sitting of the courts : most of these cells are very small, being only nine feet 
lon« bv seven wide ; they are seldom occupied by more than one prisoner, and then only 
for & a short period at a time. There is a want of light, and the ventilation is defective, 
in such a manner as to he difficult to remedy, owing to the construction of the 
cells. Each ward is sufficiently heated by means of hot water pipes. The scarcity of 

B 3 
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water referred to in last Report is about being obviated, the necessary funds having been 
granted by the grand jury for a new main pipe, and also for providing filtering cisterns, 
which are very desirable, from the quantity of mud that interferes with the present supply. 
There is a sufficient number of hammocks and bedding, and all were in good 
order — clean and neatly folded. The hammocks are slung by chains and hooks in the 
wall — a great improvement on the old plan of hanging them by ropes, when they were 
often destroyed by the prisoners : the new plan is simple and economical. 

Classification is observed as far as it is practicable, and silence generally enforced ; 
indeed, from the order and system apparent during my several visits, I am satisfied that 
the general arrangements are excellent, and such as belong only to a well regulated estab- 
lishment. The system of lock-up is a good one ; a book is kept by each turnkey, which 
is filled up after six o’clock, and signed by him, and it must agree with the number fur- 
nished of each class in the general lock-up ; and from this, a docket is issued in the even- 
ing, showing the quantities of provisions required for next day, forming a principal check 
on the dietary account. The check on the hospital dietary, also, is clear and satisfactory. 

Capstan Mill. 

A building is now erecting, and will be soon completed, for a capstan mill, 
intended as a source of hard labour to carry out the sentence of prisoners who cannot 
be put on the tread-mill, and to be used for grinding corn for the consumption of the 
prison. The Board have contracted for the machinery and fittings with Mr. Perrott, of 
Cork, who is the patentee, and who has erected similar ones in several of the gaols and 
work -houses in Ireland. It is to work two pair of stones with twenty men, but as many 
as fifty may be put to the capstan at the same time. The building has three stoiies, the 
top being for a granary, the middle for the stones, and the ground for the machinery. 
Adjoining at one side is a covered space, of about fifty feet square, for working the 
capstan, and on the other side a coal store, and a large loft for straw are provided in con- 
nexion with the building for the mill. The funds granted by the grand jury for the entire 
is £400, which is expected to be fully adequate to cover all the expenses, in consequence of 
a great part of the work being done by the prisoners. 

RETURN 

Showing the Number of Committals in the Year 1850 (exclusive of Vagrants and Drunkards), 
also the Number of Re-committals. 



Total number committed within the year, 








Re-committed once in the year, 




. 421-1 


do. 


twice „ . 




. Ill 




do. 


thrice „ 




. 50 




do. 


4 times „ 




. 21 


Making a total of 


do. 


5 times „ 




3 


do. 


6 times „ 




. 2 










— 





Total number of individuals re-committed in the year, 60S J 

Committed once in the year, but who had been in prison previously, . . . 463 

do. once only, 2,166 

Total, 4,141 



RETURN 



Showing the Number of Prisoners committed in the Year 1850, as compared with the previous year. 



Class of Offences. 


1849. 


1850. 


Difference. 


Increase 


Decrease. 


Further examination, ..... 




186 


186 




Trial, ... .... 




234 


234 


_ 


High treason, ...... 


1 


_ 




1 


Felony from commissions and sessions, 


467 


375 


_ 


92 


Petty larceny, &c. (summary), .... 


.1,194 


1,772 


578 


_ 


Misdemeanants, ..... 


2,005 


1,900 


_ 


105 


Under the customs and excise laws, 


7 


15 


8 


_ 


Under the Poor Law Act, .... 


18 


22 


4 


_ 


Military by Courts Martial, .... 


1 


_ 


_ 


1 


Under the Vagrant Act, .... 


5,322 


7,702 


2,380 


_ 


Drunkards, ...... 


1,856 


1,982 


126 


_ 


Lunatics under the Act for Insanity, . 


49 


57 


8 


' - 


Totals, ..... 


10,920 


14,245 


3,325 


- 


Average number in confinement daily, 


411 


416 


5 


_ 


Highest number at one time, .... 


537 


620 


91 


_ 


Lowest number do. .... 


302 


323 


21 


_ 


Average number in hospital daily, 


20 


24 


4 


- 


Average number of extern patients, 


13 


20 


7 


_ 


Do. ' of lunatics, 


• 18 


21 


3 


_ 


Deaths, . . . 


17 


17 




- 
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RETURN 



Stowing the Periods of Imprisonment of the Numbers committed in 1850, their Ages, 
Religion, Education, &c., &c. 




Total, .... 7,708 





1 






Ages. 






Religion. 


Education. 


Class of offence. 


| . 
g| 

I 9 

3 

H 


§ f 

| =S 

h 


3 


1 

& 


§ 

£ 


§ 

3 


£ U 
§ '£ 
§* 


Protestant. 


.3 

0 

1 
K 


S 

i 


g 

1 

1 

Pi 


f 


| 

1 


Untried 


420 














72 


340 


2 


240 


42 


138 


Felons and misdemeanants, 


4,141 


40 


6S2 


1,228 


1,297 


491 


307 


393 


3,74,7 


3 


1,942 


287 


1,012 


Vagrants, .... 


7,702 














843 


7,340 


10 








Drunkards, 

Gross total, . 


1,982 

14,240 
















1,818 


0 









Number of Punishments for breach of Discipline and Prison Rules. 



In solitary confinement, and fed on bread and water from one to three days, . . 90 

Confined in separate cells, and allowed only half prison diet from one to three days, . 114 

Allowed only half diet, and kept on the tread-mill, and at work in the wards, . .391 

Allowed no milk from one to four days to pay for glass broken or property damaged, 63 



Total, 658 

One lb. of bread, per diem, is the allowance of food for a prisoner on bread and water. 

Half of the usual diet has hitherto consisted of 4 oz. of oatmeal in stirabout, and a quarter pint 
new-milk for breakfast ; 7 oz. bread, and a half pint of milk for dinner. 



'Employment. 

Useful and profitable employment is carried on with very good results ; and 
the highest credit is due to the Governor, Mr. Marques, for his unceasing exertions 
to promote this important branch of prison government ; and all the prisoners are pro- 
vided with work of one kind or another. The accounts of each prisoner’s labour, and the 
materials supplied, &c., are kept with great simplicity and regularity. Each turnkey keeps 
a hook for his own class, in which all particulars are entered, and these afterwards are 
transferred by the clerk to the general account, under the immediate inspection of the 
Governor. There is an excellent laundry and drying loft. All the clothes and bedding, 
&c., are washed by the prisoners. 



The following tabular statement as 

Bricklaying, 

Brushmaking, . 

Baking, . • . 

Cooking, and in kitchen, 
Carpentering, 

Coopering, 

Hammock-making, . 

Labouring, 

Mat-making, 

Plastering, 

Picking oakum, . 

„ cocoa fibre, . 

„ „ after school. 

Sawing timber, 

Shoemaking, 

Tailoring, 

Treadmill, &c. . 

Weaving linsey, 



to the general employment is very gratifying :• 
1 
1 
4 



Weaving corduroy, 

„ calicoes, 

,, matting, 

„ mats, . 
Warping and winding, 
Washing in laundry, . 
Whitewashing, . 
Wardsmen cleaning, . 



Total employed, 

Lunatics 

Sick in hospital, . 

In reception ward — discharged 
and committed, 



— 97 



Total, . 
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The profits returned from tlie industrial employment of tlie prisoners for one year 
ending the 8th of May last amounted to £335 4s., after deducting the expenses and paying 
to the prisoners on their discharge .£57 3s. 8d. as their portion of tlie earnings. In that 
amount is not included the sating effeoted in the works and repairs done for the prison, 
especially m the extensive alterations and improvements made for the accommodation of 
the untried prisoners, tlie value of which is estimated at upwards of £400. 

The work accounts for the last half year have not been closed, in consequence of the 
numerous accounts which have to be posted from different subsidiary hooks, and which 
require much time ; hut the Governor anticipates that the profits will exceed £250. 

School. 

I have not visited any gaol in which tlie school is so admirably conducted as 
here. It is altogether confined to the juvenile classes, and there were 83 receiving instruc- 
tion at the time of my visit. I must confess I am one of those who think that little 
advantage is obtained by teaching adults the alphabet, which I find to he so often the case 
elsewhere. Mr. Hamil, who acted as store-keeper for a year, in addition to his duties as 
teacher, now devotes his entire time to the school. Subjoined is his report 

SCHOOL REPORT. 

For one Year, to 31st of December, 1850. 

1850. Remaining at school 105 

Jan. 1st, Admitted since — 

Such as did not know letters . . . . . . .104 

„ could spell only 

,, read, write, or cypher 47 1 

1282 

Attended school in periods varying from 7 days to 2 months each 955 

Ditto from 2 months and upwards 327 

Learned to spell, read, or write at this Bridewell during the 1 
penod aforesaid f 

'Generally improved in education 90 

Total under head of improvement . . . 155 

The books in use are those published by the National Board of Education, and religious books 
for the use of both Protestant and Roman Catholic prisoners. 

The class of prisoners who attend school here are principally juvenile offenders, who are taught 
spelling, reading, writing, and arithmetic, and to whom the most scrupulous attention is paid, in order 
to improve their moral and general condition, religious instruction by the chaplains, by myself, and 
the assistant schoolmaster, forming a leading and important part of their education. 

Little, however, can be stated, with reference to the advancement of any class of prisoners who 
have not had an opportunity of attending school fox* some months. In almost every instance, the minds 
of all, but especially of the young, are diverted from giving due attention when the term of 
imprisonment is limited to a few days or weeks ; in such a case, the mind of the individual 
■ cannot be brought to apply itself to that which would, if rightly attended to, prove to be an incalcu- 
lable blessing, but is constantly recurring to the period when all wholesome restraint shall be removed, 

• and when an opportunity will he affoi'ded to the unhappy youth of once again joining his former asso- 
' dates in crime, and with them participating in the imaginary bliss which his release from confinement 
' confers upon him. 

I have cause to regret that we have at all times a class of young offenders upon whose minds 
little or no good impressions can be made, who are alike regardless of the blessings of religious and 
moral instruction as they are. of the necessary salutary severity of prison discipline. In many 
instances, the parents or guardians of such children are much to blame for this, owing to their bad 
example or palpable neglect. .There are, however, some distressing cases of unhappy orphans who 
are left exposed to the seductions of adepts in crime. I have in varions instances, in my school 
reports, made representations to the proper authorities on this subject, and pointed out the necessity 
of opening an asylum for destitute boys dischai'ged from prison, where they might be taught habits of 
industry, be rescued from ignorance and vice, and have the means afforded to them of becoming useful 
members of society. 

Many of the boys who attend our school are capable of receiving the highest improvement. I 
endeavour to cherish their natural abilities, and to develop them, and I am happy at being able to add, 
not without some success. Visitors have in repeated instances been pleased to express themselves 
highly gratified at the manner in which the school department of our establishment is conducted. 

I trust that from personal observation of the Inspector-General of Piisons, on his inspection, he 
may have perceived that the best attention is devoted to discharge with efficiency and good effect the 
important duties assigned to me and the assistant schoolmaster. 

The foregoing is given as my report this 6th day of January, 1851. 

Robert Hamil, 

Schoolmaster, Richmond Bridewell, Dublin. 

On tie visit of the Inspector-General to the school this day, 83 boys were in attendance, 30 of 
whom were re-committals. The whole school was formed into six divisions, three of which formed 
reading classes, and three ditto spelling. The hours for school from 10 to 2, and from 3 to 4 for the 
untried prisoners, who receive literary instruction. 

The agefi of the above number of boys were as follows : 

15 fxom 10 to 12 years old. 

53 from 12 to 15 do. 

15 from 15 to 17 do. 

Total 83 - 
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The terns of imprisonment of most of these ate from 2 to 3 months, some from 14 flay! i to 1 »««■“ 

month, and a few for6 and 12 months; their oflences being chiefly petty larcenies tried summarily Eeport< o» .emit, 
by the magistrates. Prison 



Dietary. 





1“... 


Females. 


Males and Females under 
10 years of age. 


Breakfast. 


J 8 oz of meal in stirabout, 
\ and £ pint of new-milk 


7 oz. of meal in stirabout, 
and $ pint of new-milk. 


5 oz. of meal in stirabout 
and \ pint of new-milk. 


Dinner 


f 14 oz. of bread, and 1 pint 
1 of new-milk. 


12 oz. of bread, and f pint 
of new-milk. 


10 oz. of bread, and pint 
of new-milk. 


Supper. 


- 


- 


4 oz. of bread, and 
naggin of new-milk. 



j.mprcsouuiem> uuoo nut 

gruel instead of milk for dinner. 



Eeports on separate 
Prisons. 

Dublin Prisons. 
Richmond Bridewell. 
Dietary. 



Provisions. Provisions. 

The provisions are regularly inspected by the chaplains, and are all of excellent 
quality. Bread for the use of this and Grangegorman prison is baked here; it is le- 

markably good, and the cost is under one penny per pound. , 

The alteration in the dietary for all prisoners whose sentences do not exceed amonth 
has been adopted, and there were 70 of this class on the day of my inspection The sub- 
stitution of gruel for milk at dinner is a considerable advantage, and effects a lai e e saving, 
the cost of the former being about one-eighth only that of the latter. There weie no 
complaints. 

Average price of Provisions, Clothing, Sc, for Twelve Months ending 25th Nov, 1850. 

Provisions. 



Per Contract, 



' Flour, best second quality, per cwt. 

Wheatmeal, best quality, „ 

Oatmeal, » 

Beef, » 

Salt, 

New-milk, per gallon, 

Buttermilk, „ 

Coals, Whitehaven, per ton, 

„ Scotch, „ 

Soap, per cwt. 

Candles, per dozen lbs. 

Straw, per contract, per cwt. 

Bedding. 

I Blankets, per lb 

I Rugs, each, • 

,, , . . . J Bed-ticks, „ .... 

Mode m the prison, j HammockSj 

CLOTHING. 

f Corduroy, _ P« yard, 

Made in the prison, 1 Checked calico for shirts, „ 

( Shoes, per pair, .... 

Officers and Salaries. 



d. 

6 

0 

6 

6 

9 

4* 

2 



£ s. 

0 12 
0 10 
0 12 
I 12 
, 0 1 
0 0 
, 0 0 
, 0 12 11 
, 0 12 0 
. 0 19 0 
.045 
.014 



0 14 
0 2 2 
0 3 0 
0 4 0 



0 0 9 
0 0 5 £ 
0 3 0 



Officers and Sulurit 



£200 


0 


0 


Weaving master 


£52 


0 


150 


0 


0 


Trades’ warder 


52 


0 


150 


0 


0 


Kitchen do. 


52 


0 


50 


0 


0 


Laundry do. 


52 


0 


33 


6 


8 


Hospital do. _ • 


52 


0 


100 


0 


0 


Warder over lunatics 


52 


0 


300 


0 


0 


Do. treadmill class 


52 


0 


SO 


0 


0 


Gatekeeper 


52 


0 


90 


0 


0 


I-Iall porter 


40 


0 


40 


0 


0 


1 second class warder 


41 


12 


60 


0 


0 


7 do. 40Z. each 


280 


0 


50 


0 


0 


1 watchman 


40 


0 


72 


0 


0 


1 do. ... 


30 


0 


40 


0 


0 


Carter and messenger 


26 


0 


69 


12 


0 




• — 


— 


62 


0 


0 


Total 


2,420 


10 



Local Inspector . 

Physician . 

Surgeon . 

Protestant Chaplain 
Presbyterian do. 

Roman Catholic do. 

Governor . 

Chief warder 
Registrar and clerk 
Assistant clerk . 

Master of works 
Storekeeper 
Schoolmaster . 

Assistant do. 

1st class warder 
Do. 

The above are the salaries presented by the Borough Council for the several 0®°™* 
to the 1st of January, 1852. Those of the medical officers have been reduced from ~400 
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to £300 each, and having only two prisons to attend, half of their salaries is charged to 
this prison. 

In place of the Deputy-governor, who has been superannuated, a chief warder at £80 
a-year has been appointed, at the recommendation of the Board, and in addition to the 
number of 24 officers on the staff last year, a store-keeper, four warders, and a watchman, 
have also been recently appointed in consequence of the transfer of the untried prisoners 
from Newgate, none of the officers of that gaol being found competent for active service. 
The increase in the entire amount of the salaries, notwithstanding so large a number of 
officers added, being not more than £80 per annum. 

With the exception of one weaver, there is not a handicraftsman amongst the turnkeys, 
and I regret being obliged to add that some of them did not appear to me to be 
smart or efficient officers ; so long as this is the case, it is hopeless to expect that a proper 
system of reformatory discipline can be effectually carried out to any extent in the gaol. 

The additional accommodation gained by the superannuation of the late Deputy- 
governor, Mr. Cooper, has afforded the means of providing suitable apartments for the 
chief warder, the clerk, store-keeper, and assistant schoolmaster, whose duties require that 
they should be resident in the prison; and the largest of seven rooms which he occupied 
has been attached to the weaving class, and converted into a workroom for the exclusive 
manufacture of mats and matting : it holds eight looms, six of which are now at work, 
and the other two are in progress of being put up. In order to effect this arrangement, it 
became necessary to remove the weaving class from the middle to the upper floor adjoin- 
ing the room, a change attended with advantages beneficial to discipline, and to the health 
of the prisoners, the cells being better lighted and ventilated. 

The store used by Mr. Cooper within his apartments has been added to a similar one 
adjoining it, by removing away the wall which divided one from the other, and both toge- 
ther are made use of for a flour store, as it is convenient to the bakery, and communicates 
with the general store, where the store-keeper has his office. 





Officers' 


Visits. 




Local Inspector 


87 1 


1 Protestant Chaplain 


150 


Physician 


167 


Roman Catholic do. 


360 


Surgeon 


211 


| Dissenting do. 


147 



Each of the medical officers visits alternately every day at a regular hour in the morn- 
ing to inspect the prisoners before they are classed, and to prescribe for the sick. 

Hospitals. 

The hospital consists of three large rooms, which it would appear is insuf- 
ficient for so large a prison : generally, however, it is healthy ; there were only 28 
inmates at the time of my visit, and no very serious cases. The cost of medicine appears 
to be enormously high, in comparison with other gaols, and it would be most desirable if 
• the recommendation of the Board to the grand jury, with regard to providing medicines, 
were adopted. The following table shows the condition of the hospital department : — 



Daily average number Sick and prescribed for in 1849- 

Sick in hospital — Physician’s patients 10 

„ Surgeon’s ditto ........ 10 

Externs — Physician’s patients 6 

„ Surgeon’s ditto 7 

Lunatics 18 

Total 51 

Cost of medicines and necessaries in 1849, £149 Is. 8d. 

Cost of each patient in hospital per day, exclusive of medicines and necessaries, 3-Jd. 
Daily average number Sick and prescribed for in 1850. 

In hospital — Physician’s patients ......... 12 

„ Surgeon’s ditto . 12 

Externs — Physician’s patients 11 

„ Surgeon’s ditto 9 

Lunatics .... 21 

Total ...... . . 65 

Cost of medicines and necessaries in 1850, £ 1 87 5s. 2d. 



The expediency of buying medicines to the best advantage, and appointing an apothe- 
2“y*° coni P°und them in the prison, has been on different occasions recommended by 
the Board of Superintendence, and on the question being considered by the last Michael- 
mas Term grand jury, they entered into an arrangement with the apothecary to supply all 
the medicine prescribed for by tbe physician and surgeon at £100 per annum for each 
prison. All the necessaries for the sick, formerly supplied by the apothecary, are now 
procured by the Governor from respectable traders, with whom pass-books -are kept, tbe 
quantity of each article used being so small as not to be worth m akin g contracts .for. 

Cost of tbe maintenance of each patient in hospital per day, exclusive of medicines and 
■ necessaries, m 1850, 3£d. 
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Books and Accounts. North District. 

The books, of which there are a great number, appeared to me to be all very accurately Reports on separate 
kept, and the check on the daily consumption account satisfactory. P rison s. 

T . Richmond Bridewell. 

Lunatics. 

There were 22 lunatics, all very harmless. It is to be hoped that when the neighbour- ' 
ing asylum is finished, the whole of these unfortunate creatures will be removed from 
this prison, for here, as well as in all other gaols, they interfere very injuriously with 
proper management, and take up a great portion of the time of the officers. The number 
of lunatics confined during the year 1850 was as follows : — 



In confinement on the 1st January, 1850 . . , 

Committed during the year 

Committed under the Act for insanity .... 
Found insane on committal for time .... 
Discharged cured of the number committed under the Act 
Transferred to Richmond Lunatic Asylum 

Ditto Dundrum District Asylum 

Discharged on the expiration of sentence 

Ditto by special orders 

Died 

In confinement on the 1st January, 1851 



19 



76 

29 



21 

4 



Each lunatic is allowed 6 ounces of beef for dinner, and 8 ounces of bread for supper, 
per diem, independently of his regular allowance of the prison diet ; the cost of the entire, 
for each lunatic, pfer day, being, at the present prices, 4 or £7 4 s. 6 d. per year. 



Board of Superintendence. 



Sir Timothy O’Brien, Bart., J. P. 
Sir Edward Borough, Bart., J. P. 
John M‘Donnell, Esq., J. P. 
Joseph Boyce, Esq., J. P. 

Thomas L. Kelly, Esq., J. P. 
Robert H. Kinahan, Esq., J. P. 



Francis Codd, Esq. 
George Studdart, Esq. 
Henry Courtney, Esq. 
Henry Davis, Esq. 
Joseph Long, Esq. 
Charles Thorpe, Esq. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



The above Board held weekly meetings during the last half-year alternately in each 
prison, Richmond Bridewell and Grangegorman, and the attendance was very regular. 

A new Board has been appointed by the Borough Council out of their body to act 
until January, 1852 ; three members of the late Board, happening to be in the council, 
have been re-appointed to the new Board, namely, Sir T. O’Brien, Bart., Mr. Boyce, and 
Mr. Codd. 

It is but justice to add, that the general state of the gaol, the additions and improve- 
ments already made and those now in progress, reflect the highest credit on the gentlemen 
who composed the late Board, and whose names appear above ; and it is to he hoped that 
the new Board, appointed by the Corporation, will follow the example of their predecessors, 
so as to render this prison a credit to the city of Dublin. 

Although not exactly in place here, I would briefly advert to the great necessity which 
exists for an asylum for juvenile offenders discharged from prison, where, by a course of 
moral and industrial training, they may be enabled to earn an honest support, and be- 
come useful members of society. This really is a matter of very serious moment, 
involving as it does the first principles of humanity. Prevention of crime 
is better than cure; but where there are no means of prevention in this case, 
cure must be the great desideratum. In England and elsewhere, the deep impor- 
tance of reclaiming the young criminal has not been overlooked, and of protecting 
him for a time after the expiration of his sentence, — a house of refuge to prevent 
them from falling back with old associates, and into old habits of vice and crime. 
It is unnecessary for me to dwell either on the necessity for some step in this direc- 
tion, or on the benefits likely to accrue to those lost children and the public at large. The 
subject has been oftentimes before urged by my predecessors in office and others; year 
after year the same great want is pointed out, and yet nothing is done. I most earnestly 
recommend this subject for serious consideration. 

James Galwey, Inspector-General. 



Richmond Female Penitentiary, Grangegorman. — Visited 19th February, 1851. 

Richmond Female 

. State and Accommodation. Penitentiary, at. 

Grangegorman. 

A great deal of interest has always been felt in the welfare of this prison ; being visited February id 
exclusively for females, and established in 183G, with the view of reclaiming, by the l85i - 

adoption of a course of improved moral training, the class of females who in large cities Sta . te and Accommo- 
crowd the prisons, driven to the commission of crime by want or other circumstances. 

The reports of my predecessors have always been favorable to the maimer in which this 
3 C 
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North District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

Dublin Prisons. 
Richmond Female 
Penitentiary , at 
Grangegorman. 



establishment has been conducted — the system and regularity observed; and I have here 
the pleasure of adding my testimony to the perfect order and cleanliness, in which I 



found all departments of the prison. 

The following return shows the state of the prison and its accommodation on the day 


of my inspection : — 

OFFENCES. 

For trial, 


21 


EMPLOYED AT 

Sewing, .... 


78 


Further examination, 


3 


In laundries, 


. 53 


Felons convicted, .... 


79 


Cooking, 


. 6 


Having goods in possession, . 


65 


Cleaning, .... 


37 


Assaults, 


25 


Nursing, .... 

In hospital, .... 


. 21 


Wilful trespass, .... 


16 


26 


Pawning illegally, .... 


4 


In reception ward, . 


. 36 


Selling spirits unlicensed, 


1 


Beggars, .... 


. 24 


Misdemeanants, .... 


93 


Lunatics, .... 


. 52 


Beggars, 


24 


Untried, .... 


24 


Drunkards, 


18 


Drunkards, .... 


18 


Lunatics, 


52 


Unemployed, .... 


26 


Total, 


401 


Total, . 


. 401 


The accommodation consists of. 

Cells, 

Day-rooms, 


176 

17 


Stores. 

Prisoners’ private clothing. . 


1 


Yards, ...... 


14 


Prison clothing and bedding, . 


1 


Baths, ....... 


4 


Bread and milk, 


1 


Chapel, 


1 


General store, 


1 


Church, 


1 


Straw store, .... 


. 1 


Hospital, 


1 


New store, .... 


. 1 

6 


Kitchen, 


1 


Coal vaults, .... 


Laundries, 


2 







The number of committals during the year 1850 is very large, amounting to the extra- 
ordinary figure of 11,758, and showing an increase of 1,500 over the previous year ; a most 
lamentable fact. Of this number, it appears that 6,292 were committals by magistrates 
for 24 hours ; and these offenders, being chiefly vagrants, drunkards, &c., they only receive^ 
the gruel dietary, which would lead one to suppose that there is no inducement, on account of 
food and shelter, for these creatures to seek commitment ; yet here they are, to prove that 
all efforts to produce an actual diminution in these classes of offenders, have hitherto failed 
in their object. There is another point in connexion with the diminution of crime, yet 
hearing more directly on the system of punishment, that deserves serious consideration : I 
mean the number of ^-commitments during the year. It will appear below that their number 
is fearfully great, and such as should call for some effectual system of discipline to be applied 
at once to this increasing and dangerous disorder — prison contamination. It is hopeless to 
expect reformation in a prisoner who has been 121 times in gaol, 117 times, 114 times, and 
so on, and there are 26 females, all of whom have been in this prison several times, the 
lowest number amounting to 63, the highest 121. Then, I say, is it not hopeless to 
expect that any system — any punishment — will effect a change, much less a reformation, in 
these lost beings ? It is only in the criminal noviciate that any good can be hoped for, 
to save her from association and consequent contamination; and by degrees, saving 
her in prison, and saving her, after her dismission therefrom , by means of an asylum or 
probationary refuge, that any practical diminution of crime can be made to appear. I beg 
to subjoin the following statistical returns : — 

NUMBER OF COMMITTALS FOR THE YEAR 1850. 



For trial, . . . . .481 

Further examination, .... 232 

713 

„ ("Felons convicted, . . . . .173 

& Receiving stolen goods, . • . .11 

'B 'g "S J Having base coin in possession, ... 3 

^ § 8 | Uttering base coin, .... 8 

Deserting her child, .... 1 

L Assaults violent, ..... 5 

201 



t 

a 



Assaults common, . 

Having goods in possession, 
Wilful trespass, 

Pawning illegally, . 

Selling spirits, unlicensed, . 
Misdemeanants, 

1 Beggars under Vagrant Act, 
! Drunkards, . 
i Lunatics, 



322 

872 

104 

54 

23 

2319 

3694 

. 3121 
. 3974 
. 55 



Gross Total for the year, 



11,758 



Average number confined daily through the year, 
Highest number confined at one time, 

Lowest do. do. 



370 

497 

281 
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PERIODS OF IMPRISONMENT, VIZ. : — 



Class of Offences. 


4 

£ 

a 


1 

£ 


1 

1 


| 

£ 


| 

£ 


m 

ft 


§* 

ft 


W 


24 Hours. 


1 

f 

j 

ft 


1 

EH 


Felons and Misdemeanants, . 


18 


70 


130 


297 


1,083 


477 


089 


849 


274 


770 


4,063 


Vagrants, .... 


- 


- 


- 


- 


15 


529 


348 


125 


2,104 


- 


3,121 


Drunkards, .... 


“ 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


00 


3,914 


- 


3,074 


Total, 


18 


76 


130 


297 


1,098 


1,000 


1,037 


1,034 


0,292 


770 


11,758 







AGE, RELIGION, AND 


DEGREE OF EDUCATION, 


OF FELONS .AND MISDEMEANANTS. 








Age. 




Religion. 




Education. 




10 


Years and under 


8 : 


Protestants, . 


. 649 


Read and write, . 


. 841 


11 


do. 


to 15, . 


. 110 


Presbyterians, 


8 


Read, 


.1,419 


16 


do. 


to 20, . 


. 769 


Roman Catholics, . 


. 3,238 


Neither, 


. 1,635 


21 


do. 

do. 


to 30, . 

to 40, . 


. 1,869 




31 


. 789 


Total, 


. 3,895 


Total, 


. 3,895 


41 


do. 


and upwards, 


. 350 










Total, 


. 3,895 











North District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

Dublin Prisons. 
Richmond Female 
Penitentiary, at 
Grangegorman. 



NUMBER OF COMMITTALS AND RE-COMMITTALS OF THE ABOVE. 



Committed 


. Once, 


1507 


1507 


„ 


Twice, 


372 


744 




Thrice, 


138 


414 


„ 


4 times, 


85 


340 




5 „ 


52 


260 




6 „ 


26 


156 




7 „ 


16 


112 




8 „ 


19 


152 


J} 


9 „ 


6 


54 




10 „ 


2 


20 




11 „ 


2 


22 




12 „ 


2 


24 




13 „ 


2 


26 




14 „ 


2 


28 




15 „ 


1 


15 


» 


21 „ 


1 


21 






2,233 Persons. 


3,895 Committals. 



Return of tlte undermentioned persons who have been frequently committed to the above prison, 
showing their ages, and the number of times they were imprisoned, February 22nd, 1851. 



No. 


NAMES. 


Age. 


How often 
Imprisoned. 


1 


Mary Egan, .... 


47 


121 times. 


2 


Anne Carr, 


41 


117 „ 


3 


Mary A. Humphreys, . 


33 


114 „ 


4 


Sarah Nolan, .... 


37 


114 „ 


5 


Catherine Cooper. 


37 


112 „ 


6 


Emily Browne, .... 


36 


106 „ 


7 


Mary A. Daly, .... 


41 


99 „ 


8 


Eliza Holden, .... 


28 


94 „ 


9 


Anne Caulfield, .... 


33 


85 „ 


10 


Anne Murray, .... 


37 


79 „ 


11 


Agnes Dowd, .... 


26 


79 „ 


12 


Sarah Nugent, .... 


31 


77 „ 


13 


Ellen Mackay, .... 


37 


75 „ 


14 


Ellen Byrne, .... 


35 


75 „ 


15 


Catherine M ‘Mahon, 


32 


74 „ 


16 


Mary A. Thompson, 


28 


74 „ 


17 


Anne Moffatt, .... 


33 


73 „ 


18 


Mary Lawlor, .... 


32 


71 „ 


19 


Anne Fannin, .... 


26 


70 „ 


20 


Catherine Flynn, .... 


24 


69 „ 


21 


Mary A. Molloy, .... 


32 


68 „ 


22 


Margaret Keane, .... 


35 


68 „ 


23 


Emily Hughes, .... 


23 


68 „ 


24 


J ulia Philips, .... 


31 


68 „ 


25 


Catherine Connor, .... 


22 


65 „ 


26 


Catherine Kelly, .... 


37 


63 „ 



C 2 
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APPENDIX TO TWENTY-NINTH REPORT OF 



North District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

Dublin Prisons. 
Richmond Female 
Penitentiary, at 
Grangegorman. 
Employment and 
Schools. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



'Employment and Schools. 

The laundry is the chief source of employment in the prison, and there are between 50 
and 60 prisoners daily employed in it; washing for public institutions and private families 
is taken in, and recently a contract has been entered into with the Board of Ordnance for 
the washing of the Royal Barracks.! This reproductive source of employment is in fall 
operation, and conducted in a most satisfactory manner. I should recommend that con- 
tracts be entered into for soap, starch, &c. 

There has been a school-matron appointed recently, at a salary of ,£40 a-year ; but as 
she was absent from severe illness on the day of my inspection, I cannot say anything of her 
capabilities or qualifications further than that she has been trained for some time in the 
model school of the National Board of Education, and, therefore, I presume she will prove 
fully competent for the duties of her situation. 



Eietaiy. 

The dietary consists of 7 oz. of oatmeal in stirabout, and J pint of new-milk for break- 
fast ; 12 oz. brown bread, and f pint new-milk for dinner, for all prisoners committed for 
more than one calendar month. 12 oz. brown bread, with one pint oatmeal gruel, for all 
prisoners committed for one calendar month and under. Cost of a ration per day, 2 d. 

The bread is' baked at Richmond Bridewell, and supplied to this prison dally ; the other 
articles of provisions, &c., are supplied by contract, at the following prices, viz. : — Oat- 
meal, 10s. Gd. per cwt. ; new-milk, 4 \d. per imperial gallon ; beef, for sick in hospital and 
lunatics, 32s. Gd .per cwt. ; coal, 13s. 2d. per ton ; straw, Is. per cwt. ; soap, 19s. per cwt. ; 
candles, 4s. 5 d. per dozen lbs. The provisions were all of excellent quality. 

There were 110 on the gruel dietary, besides vagrants and drunkards committed for 24 
hours only. 



Boohs and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are kept in an admirable manner. The head-matron, Mrs. 
Rawlins, has been relieved from keeping the washing accounts, since last inspection ; an 
arrangement which no doubt will prove very beneficial, as it will enable her to devote 
more time to the general superintendence of the prison. The division of the books of 
any establishment is bad in principle and practice, and much benefit may be looked for 
by the concentration of all the accounts of this important prison into the regu- 
lar office. The’ Governor, Mr. Synnott, is indefatigable in his attention to this 
department; he went through all the accounts with me, explaining the items and 
the corresponding checks, &c. All appear to be in a most satisfactory state, and 
Mr. Synnott deserves the greatest commendation for the clearness of even the most 
minute details of income, management, and expenditure. From the following list of 
books kept in the office, it will be seen that there are no by-laws, neither does there ap- 
pear to be any rules and regulations for the government of the prison. I beg leave to re- 
commend that both these omissions, which are of the greatest importance, should be 
supplied with the least possible delay. 



BOOKS KEPT IN THE OFFICE. 



1 Registry, Untried Prisoners. 



1 


Do. 


Tried do. 


1 


Do. 


Court Record. 


1 


Do. 


Further Examination. 


1 


Do. 


Vagrants. 


1 


Do. 


Drunkards. 


1 


Do. 


Lunatics. 


1 


Do. 


Deaths. 


1 Daily 


State of Prison. 



1 Daily Nos. Committed. 

1 Discharge Book. 

2 Alphabets to Registries. 

1 Book, Record of Fines. 

1 Board (Requisition of Wants, 
1 Officers’ Signature Book. 



1 Dietary Book. 

1 Ledger. 

1 Journal 
1 Store Ledger. 

1 Store Journal. 

1 Stock Book. 

1 Stock do. and Record of Materials. 

1 Watch Report Book. 

2 Officer’s Visiting Books. 

2 Waste Books. 

2 Order and Receipt Books. 

2 Order Books for Physician and Sur- 
geon, and Sundry Pass Books with 
Contractors. 



Officers and Salaries. 



I Governor, 

1 Head Matron, . 
1 Assistant do. . 
1 Store do. 

1 School do. , 
1 Hospital do. 

1 Kitchen do. 

1 Laundry do. 

3 Class do. a - 

7 do. do. ,, 





£ 


s. 


d. 




£ 


s. 


d. 




. 200 


0 


O 


1 Lunatic nurse, 


30 


0 


0 




. 200 


0 


O 


1 Assistant do. 


25 


0 


0 




60 


0 


0 


1 Clerk, .... 


90 


0 


0 




70 


0 


0 


1 Assistant do. & storekeeper, 


60 


0 


0 




40 


0 


0 


1 Court attendant, 


70 


0 


0 




40 


0 


0 


1 Hall-door keeper, 


52 


0 


0 




. 40 


0 


0 


3 Guardsmen at £30, . 


90 


0 


0 




40 


0 


0 


2 Servants at £12, 


24 


0 


0 


3, 


. 120 


0 


0 






— 


— • 


3, 


. 210 


0 


0 


> Total, 


1,461 


0 


0 



Each officer residing in the prison, is allowed two pounds of bread, and one quart of 
new-milk, with two stone of coal, per -diem ; and half a pound of soap and three-quarters 
of a pound of candles, per week. 
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The following is the report of attendance of the non-resident officers : — 




North District. 


Local Inspector, 


74 


Presbyterian Chaplain, . 


. 158 


Reports on separate 
Prisons. 


Protestant Chaplain, 


. 213 


Physician, 


. 179 


Roman Catholic ditto, 


. 466 


Surgeon, .... 


. 209 


Dublin Prisons. 



Richmond Female 



From which it will be seen that the Local Inspector seldom visits : he is unable to do Penitentiary, at 
so from ill health. 

By a late arrangement an apothecary has been appointed, at a salary of ,£100 a-year, to 
give his attendance and supply all medicine required; it is anticipated that the plan 
will prove both efficacious and economical. The newly appointed Roman Catholic 
chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Lee, devotes almost his whole time to the duties of his office, 
which he pursues with mildness and zeal, showing the greatest anxiety for the moral and 
religious improvement of all those committed to his charge. I have also to bear my 
testimony of the continued zeal and attention of Mrs. Rawlins, and of Mr. Synnott ; 
they are both very valuable officers. 

Hospital, Hospital. 

The hospital accommodation consists of three large wards, with 36 beds ; four large 
rooms for fever, or other contagious disease ; two bath-rooms, and two water-closets ; a 
surgery, store-room, kitchen, and two exercising yards. The hospital matron resides in 
this part of the building. Every department was remarkably clean, and all the arrange- 
ments evinced that the most scrupulous attention is bestowed on them. The ventilation 
is excellent ; indeed this entire department would reflect credit on any prison in the 
kingdom. 

PATIENTS ADMITTED AND PRESCRIBED POR IN THE TEAR 1850. 

Physician’s Interns, . .... 261 adults, And 28 children. 

Do. Externs, . .... 1222 do. 

1483 ■ 

Surgeon’s Interns, . . .... 140 

Do. Externs, 879 

1019 

Average number daily in the Hospital, 19 

Number of deaths in the year, including four lunatics, . . 7 



Lunatics. 



Lunatics. 



I have been in communication with the Inspectors of Lunatic Asylums, with the view of 
having tliis unfortunate class removed from a place which has at all times been allowed to 
be unsuitable for their proper treatment. A gaol is not a fit place for lunatics, and the 
Inspectors are fully alive to the necessity which exists for providing accommodation for 
them, as also the great inconvenience which always attends their detention in prisons. 
These gentlemen are most anxious for their removal, and are now engaged in hastening 
the completion of the additions in progress at the Richmond District Asylum, which 
will be finished in the course of the summer ; they will then be enabled to relieve this 
and other prisons from the weight in this respect which presses upon them. Every 
possible exertion should be made to carry out this desirable object. It is cruel to 
detain these poor creatures in prison, unless in cases of the most vital necessity. 



Number of lunatics in custody on the 1st of January, 1850, . . . 66 

Do. committed during the year, 55 

— 121 

Number discharged convalescent, 37 

Do. removed to Richmond Lunatic Asylum, 25 

Do. died, 4 

— 66 

Number remaining in custody, 31st December, 1850, .... 55 



The Board of Superintendence. 



Sir Timothy O’Brien, Bart., m.p. 
John Reynolds, Esq., m.p. 

George Roe, Esq., d.l. and J.r. 
Thomas Hutton, Esq., d.l. and j.p. 
Joseph Boyce, Esq., j.p. 

Alderman John Keshan, j.p. 



Alderman Denis Moylan. 
Francis Codd, Esq , T.c. 

John D- Atkin, Esq., t.c. 
William Harvey Pim, Esq., t.c. 
Patrick Sweetman, Esq., t.c. 
Richard Kelly, Esq., T.c. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



The above are all members of the new Corporation, and include three members of the 
late Board of Superintendence. They hold alternate meetings at this Prison and Rich- 
mond Bridewell. 

General Observations. GeneralObaervation®. 

I have again to revert to the large number of committals and re -commitments during 
the past year, and to impress upon the proper authorities the necessity of trying some 
measures to counteract evils so dangerous to society. Separate confinement is looked 
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Nobtk District, upon as ft system in every way calculated to break into this growing evil — this increase m 

crime. In Belfast andArmagli prisons the number of re-commitments have diminished con- 

Reports on separate s i c i era bly, and would no doubt further decrease were there in tliis country asylums 
nsons ' for prisoners on discharge. In a statement from Mrs. Rawlins, in the appendix 
Dublin Prisons, to the report of the Board of Superintendence, assembled at last Michaelmas term, 
Richmond Female jt ft pointed out that, “ until some refuge is established on an extensive scale for these un- 
Pcnitentiary, at f or t U nate outcasts (that is, first and second committals), and an opportunity thus afforded 
angegorman. 0 £ returning to a life of industry and virtue, neither moral restraints nor religious ob- 

ligations will effect any permanent improvement." In these sentiments I fully concur, 
and furthermore in her opinion, after twenty years’ experience, that association of any 
kin d in prison is open to the most serious objections. The separate system certainly 
appears the only code suitable under such circumstances; but the portion of this prison 
allotted to it, being only 45 cells, is too contracted to work any decided proofs in its favor. 
The prisoners placed under tliis system are chiefly those of first committal, and, as far as 
it goes in the prison, nothing can be said against its reformatory results. It is not in 
the prison, but after discharge therefrom that thorough reformation can be tested. 

Since the last inspection, a call-hall and consultation room have been added to the 
prison, and it is in contemplation to build a reception-ward, to put up a fumigating stove 
and baths, for which the government will provide funds, getting in return 25 cells to add 
to the convict department. The convict depot has been entirely separated from the city, 
and the Governor, matron, and hall porter are now the only city officers employed in its 
management. 

James Galwey, Inspector-General. 



Four Courts Mar- 
skalsea. 

Visited January 23, 
1851. 

State and Accommo- 
dation. 



Fotje Courts Marshalsea. — Visited 23rd January, 1851. 

State and Accommodation. 

The number of prisoners in custody amounted to 55, and were classified as follows : — 



In free rooms, .... 22 

In Deputy Marshal’s rooms, . . I 

In Hatchmen’s rooms, . . . 12 

Common hall, .... 3 



Pauper building, .... 14 

Hospital, 3 

Total 55 



The following statement of the accommodation was haiided me by the Marshal, viz. — 

I. The accommodation consists of free rooms, for which rent is paid, at the rate of 
2s. 6 d. a week, not to exceed on the whole £1. 

II. State rooms, which are seldom occupied, and for which a sum of £5 is 

chargeable. 

III. Hatchmen’s halls, which are occupied by prisoners, and for which 5s. per week is 

paid by each prisoner to the hatchmen — including the accommodation of beds, 
furniture, &c. The hatchmen have the privilege of furnishing free rooms at 
the same rate, and they are allowed in summer — viz., from 1st May to 1st Novem- 
ber — for the use of their halls, ten stone of coals per week ; and in winter — 
from 1st November to 1st May — 20 stone of coals per week. 

IV. A common hall, which prisoners are allowed to occupy rent-free, supplying them- 

selves with food and furniture. 

V. Pauper building, occupied by prisoners who receive the gaol allowance on taking 
the pauper declaration prescribed by the 5th and Oth Vic. cap. 95. 

VI. The deputy-marshal has the privilege of setting three rooms, at the rate of 
20s. per week each room, for the accommodation of prisoners who wish 
for privacy. 

The old useless laundry, complained of in last Report, has been altered, and a new 
commodious wash-house, with the modem improvements, rebuilt on the same site. The 
alterations were executed by the Board of Works, at a cost of about £60. I understand 
that it is about being placed in charge of the matron, and the practice of washing 
in the rooms or lobbies prohibited ; at any time a most objectionable practice, but 
particularly so now that a sufficiently commodious wash-house has been provided. 



Officers. Officers. 

The only alteration in the officers, since last inspection, has been caused by the death 
of the late Local Inspector, the Rev. Arthur Burke. 

The following are the visits made by non-resident officers during the year : — 

Surgeon, 176 I Presbyterian Chaplain, ... 68 

Protestant Chaplain, . . . 101 | Roman Catholic do. . 99 



Dietary. Dietary. 

Each pauper prisoner receives 2 lbs. of bread and 2 pints of new-milk daily, and which 
are of very good quality. Contracts are now entered into for provisions, coals, &c., from 
- which a considerable saving will be effected. Reductions in the . allowances, and other 
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arrangements which have been carried out recently, will prove equally beneficial to the 

public. The cost of bread, supplied by contract, is 4f d. per 4 ib. loaf, and 4 2 cl. per Reports^ Mpnk 
imperial gallon for new-milk. 1 ’ 

sosjntai. zztjztz 

This department was clean and well ventilated. It consists of two rooms one for males, shalsea. 
and the other for females. An hospital nurse, wife to one of the hatehmen, superintends the H os P .tai. 
sick, and receives a salary and other allowances from the Government. There were 
three males under treatment at my inspection. I would recommend that the hospi 
nurse be held responsible for the proper cleaning and sweeping of the rooms, lobbies, an 
stairs, in this part of the building, by the parties whose duty it may be to keep them 
clean. 

General Observations. 

The prison, generally speaking, is very healthy ; and, under all circumstances, as clean 
as could be expected. All the inmates seemed to acknowledge the kindness and courtesy 
of the Marshal — excepting, indeed, one of the prisoners, who had a complaint to make, but 
which on inquiry proved to be frivolous. Cases of drunkenness are few ; and, when per- 
severed in, are punished by solitary confinement. There is no employment for the 
prisoners — not even do they clean then’ own yards : this is a matter for consideration, at 
least as regards the pauper prisoners, who receive support at the expense of the public. 

The prison is closed at eleven o’clock at night, which is much too late an hour ; and the 
Marshal informed me, that when excesses are committeol it is generally after ten o clock. 

All the prisoners sleep in separate beds ; sheets are used, and the bedding appeared clean. 

A practice prevails of permitting women and children, and also the wives, mothers, and 
children of the officers, to sleep within the prison ; which, in my opinion, is very objec- 
tionable. On the day previous to my visit, one of the prisoners got marned in the 
prison, and his wife had taken up her abode in the prison with him. 

The state of the law, as regards the duration of pauper prisoners’ confinement, appears 
to require alteration. At present it oftentimes becomes a refuge for the fraudulent debtor, 
where he may remain during his natural life. On the day of my inspection, there were 
some instances of the evil effects of the present state of the law in this respect : 



Mr. S. . 
Mr. S. . 
Mr. G. I. 



i 1823 . 
1840 . 
1847 . 



And several others, who long since should have been removed to some other establish- 
ment. During the last year the commitments were : males 418, females 24. I he greatest 
number in the prison at one time, during the year, was 71 nudes and 10 females, 
in all 81 prisoners. There is no classification, at least not sufficient, between the 
unfortunate and fraudulent debtor. The prison is, by the 7th Geo. IV., separate and 
distinct from all other prisons, and is under the control of the Court of Queen s Bench. 
But, under all circumstances, I do feel that the time has arrived when the system pur- 
sued in this prison should be altered, and thoroughly remodelled, under the sanction of 

a new Act of Parliament. _ . _ , 

James Galwey, Inspector-General. 



St. Sepulchre's Manor Prison. — Visited 20th February, 1851. 



This prison appears to me to be quite unnecessary. It is merely for debtors; none 
had been confined here for eight months previous to my visit, and only two or three 
for the last two years. It belongs to the see of Dublin, and is used for the re- 
ception of prisoners committed by the Seneschal. The Marshal receives no salary ; 
indeed his office as such is almost a sinecure. 

James Galwey, Inspector-General. 



Saint Sepulchre's 
Manor Prison. 
Visited February 26 . 
1851. 



County op Antrim Gaol, at Belfast. — -Visited 29th January, 1851. 

State and Accommodation. 

The following was the morning state on the day of my visit : 

Males. Females. 1 Moles. Females. 

Master debtors, . .14 - 

Poor debtors, . .13 — 

Felons convicted, . .102 29 

Felons untried, . .19 4 

Misdemeanants untried . 2 - , 

Soldiers tried, . . 13 - I Total, . • 9 

Deserters, ... 1 — 

This shows a decrease of 57, as compared with the last inspection, notwithstanding the 
amalgamation of this bridewell with the county gaol at Carrickfergus, there were 4 / male 
convicts and 4 females confined here at the time of my inspection. 



Under revenue laws, 
Committed summarily, 
Lunatics, . • 



60 

9 



241 



17 



50 



County of Antrim 
Gaol, at Belfast. 
Visited January 29 , 
1851. 

State nncl Accommo- 
dation. 
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North District. The number of commitments during tbe past year were as follows Males, 1290 of 

whom 396 were drunkards : females, 517 ; of whom 268 were drunkards. The number of 

Reports on separate re . commitments — males, 335 ; of whom 109 were drunkards : females, 184 ; of whom 142 

Prisons. were drunkards. The greatest number of prisoners in custody during the year- was 243 

County of Antrim males, and 07 females ; average number, 175 males, and 59 females. _ 

Gaol. Additional accommodation has been provided since the last inspection, as follows : — 118 

cells, 3 day-rooms for debtors, one day-room for lunatics, with 3 separate yards, a 
visiting room, and washing room, so that, notwithstanding the transfer of the county 
prisoners from Carrickfergus, there is fully sufficient accommodation now in this 

gaol for all the ordinary requirements of the county of Antrim. The wing on the 

extreme right has been vacated by the women, and is now occupied by male criminals, 
debtors, lunatics, &c. The decrease in crime, above alluded to, does not appear as great, 
bonaf.de, as it really has been ; inasmuch as Belfast and the county of Antrim suffered less 
from the general distress and depression than many other counties; yet still a large 
decrease on the past year is exhibited : a great proportion of the crime of the last and 
previous years was caused by the depression of the times. But here such depression was 
not much felt, and yet there is a large decrease (57) in the number of criminals. This is 
a fact which, considered together with the few recommitments to this prison, speaks 
volumes for the separate system, as a deterrent, as well as reformatory, mode of punish- 
ment. The recommittals from the rural districts are very few ; they principally consist 
of juveniles belonging to Belfast, and for whose protection, after discharge from prison, 
unfortunately, there are neither the ways nor the means — no house of refuge, nor asylum 
of any kind ; and of necessity the young criminal, thus again cast upon his own resources, 
must plunge into crime to keep him from starving. The same observations apply to pros- 
titutes. It is a melancholy thing to reflect that these classes of persons are discharged 
from prison, with no other positive means before them than to avail themselves of the 
first opportunity that offers of again committing crime. 



Employment and 
School. - 



"Employment and School. 



The employments of the prisoners, on the day of my visit, were as follows : — 
Males. 

TVeaving, 

Winding, 

Mat making, 



Tailoring 9 

Shoemaking, ... 7 

Netting, .... 2 

Carpenters, .... 2 

Rug weaving, ... 1 

Plastering, .... 1 

Painting, .... 1 

Gas fitting, .... 1 

Bruslimaking, ... 1 



Males. 

Pounding freestone, . . 4 

Gardening .... 4 

Cleaning Prison, ... 6 

Stone breaking, . . .104 

Females. 

Wliitework, . . . .22 

Quilting 4 

Spinning .... 3 

Carding wool, &c. . . 2 

In laundry, . . .15 



Stone breaking is carried on here to a large extent, and returns a good sum annually to 
the county, while it is the only means of employment for prisoners undergoing short 
terms of confinement. There are several handicraftsmen amongst the officers, they 
teach the prisoners the several trades carried on in the prison. 

The laundry is very productive, and it also affords instruction to the females to earn 
their bread by washing, on their discharge. It was opened in May last ; and the average 
washing for the town is from 800 to 900 pieces a-week, exclusive of the prison washing. 

The gross amount of earnings during the last year are as follows : — males, £1,546 5s. 11 d., 
females, £326 Is. 9id., which leaves a profit to the establishment, on the year, of 
£648 11s. 3 d. 

The school is very well conducted ; and, on making a personal examination of several 
of the prisoners, I found that many of them had made considerable progress in reading 
and writing. I caused the prisoners to be assembled in the school-room, and put through 
their exercises by the teacher, and all appeared to work in a satisfactory manner. 



Female Department. Female department. 

This part of the prison is very creditable indeed ; every thing neat, clean, and orderly. 
The accommodation is for 102 females, but there were only 50 in custody on the day of 
my inspection. The females are employed in their separate cells at needlework, knitting, 
or spinning ; and in the laundry several were employed in washing, each having a separate 
compartment, with trough and all necessary apparatus. Nothing can exceed the compact 
and regular system of the laundry department. Washing is taken in from the town, 
and which, as will be seen above, affords a sure source of profitable employment. 

Dietary. 

Breakfast — Eight ounces of oatmeal made into one quart of stirabout, and one pint of 
buttermilk. 

Dinner — One pound of best household bread, and one pint of new-milk. 

Supper — Two ounces of oatmeal, made into one pint and a-kalf of gruel. 
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The gruel dietary, for prisoners whose term of imprisonment did not exceed a month, Noimi Dmaict. 
had not been yet brought into use here, it being considered its adoption would prove vts on separate 
very inconvenient in working with, tlie separate system : but tlie proposed dietaiy tor ait prisons, 

prisoners, for two clays in the week, appeared to meet tlie approbation of tlie Physician — - _ 

and Governor. The general dietary has undergone no change, nor has the alteration di- County of Antnn 

rected by order of the 28th August, 1849, been carried into effect ; the impression being 
that persons undergoing separate confinement stand in need of better diet than those 
under the other system. I think, however, that two pounds of bread and a quart of new- 
millr, together with a supper of stirabout, for female prisoners, is, under any circumstances, 
too much. There is no difference between the dietaiy of males and females. The pro- 
visions were all of excellent quality ; and the following are the contract prices Bread 
per lb., IK; oatmeal, per cwt., 10s. G d.\ new-milk, per gallon, 5d.; buttermilk, per 
gallon, ljrf. ; salt, per stone, id. 

Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts were all in a satisfactory state, and appeared to be kept with 
accuracy. The checks on the issue and consumption of provisions, sufficient. 

Officers and Salaries. ' 

The officers appeared very smart and efficient in the performance of their duties. A 
neat uniform is worn, and adds much to the appearance of order and discipline in the 
prison. I subjoin a list of the officers : — 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Eev. Richd. Oulton, Local Inspector, 
Rev. Charles Allen, Protestant 
Chaplain, . ... • 

Rev. George Shaw, Presbyterian 
Chaplain, .... 

Rev. II. OLoughlin, Roman Ca- 
tholic Chaplain, 

Thomas Henry Purdon, M.D. Me- 
dical Attendant, 



36 18 6 
74 0 



0 

John Forbes, Governor, . • 250 0 0 

"William Kernolian, Deputy Gov. . 50 0 0 
Hugh Fisher, 1 "Wardens, f 

~ ' " " ‘ ’ ’ ''1st Class, ( 

"Wardens, J 35 0 0 
2nd Class, ) 35 0 0 

( 35 0 0 



John M'Aninch, 
William Watson, 
James Gorman, 
John Mullan, 
James M‘Keown, 



40 

40 

35 

35 



I Wardens, 
| 3rd Class, 



John Moore, 

Francis Boyd, 

John Brown, 

David Beatty, 

James Williamson, I 
Thomas Haddock, J 
John Coleman, Watchman, . 
John Monair, Schoolmaster, . 
Mrs. Ashe, Matron, 

Miss Martin, Deputy Matron, 
Mrs. Gilroy, Laundress, 

Mary Larmour, Nursetender, 
George Campbell, Gas maker, 
Michael Monaghan, Servant, 
Catherine Lenaglian, do. . 



£ s. d. 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
40 0 0 
25 0 0 
24 0 0 
0 0 
0 
5 



39 

18 



0 
0 

16 0 



The visits paid by the non-resident officers were : 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, . 
Protestant Chaplain, 



174 

215 

169 



Presbyterian Chaplain, . 175 

Roman Catholic Chaplain, . 164 



Hospital. 1 

The hospital is in connexion with the entrance hall of the prison. There were only three 
under treatment. It was very clean and well ventilated. There were nine lunatics m cus- 
tody thev were all in good health, and appeared harmless; they were confined m the divi- 
sion lately vacated by the females. I made inquiry, hut found, unfortunately, that there were 
no vacancies for these unfortunate creatures in the district asylum. _ The physician gave a 
very satisfactory account of the state of health in the prison. This officer is most atten- 
tive in the performance of his duties ; indeed, I never saw a set of officers who appeared 
more able or more efficient to perform their several duties, than in this prison, lhe cost 
of medicine for the yew was £19 5s. lid., and the total cost of diet, &c., for all prisoners in 
hospital, only £16 17s. 2d. ; cost per head per day, 3 id. Number of prisoners confined m 
hospital dming 1850, 37. Total number prescribed for, but not removed to hospital, 93-J. 

Board of Superintendence. 

The Board give much attention to the well-being of the prison, and hold their meetings 
every month, when the accounts are examined and orders made thereon, lhe following 
gentlemen comprise the Board : — 

John M ‘Neill, Esq. 



John Clarke, Esq. 

Robert Thomson, Esq. 
Thomas Yerner, Esq. 
Conway R. Dobbs, Esq. 
Thomas Montgomery, Esq. 



William Burleigh, Esq. 
Sir W. G. Johnson, 

Rev. R. W. Bland, 
Samuel G. Fenton, Esq. 
Wm. T. B. Lyons, Esq. 
William S. Tracy, Esq. 



General Olsercations. 

Haring brought under the notice of the Protestant and Roman Catholic chap- 
lains, the general system and its effects, as pursued in this prison, they con- 



General Observations. 
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North District, curred with, me in' opinion that .separation is chiefly adapted to prisoners tor 

short terms; but that, in general cases, reformation was difficult to be brought 

Reports on separate ftg ev iflenced by the re-commitments ; the great drawback being the 

wa nt ’of a proper asylum for discharged juveniles and females. The punishments 
County of Antrim the prison were numerous, being over 500 for the last year, but the offences were 
Gaol. almost all of a light character. No cases of insanity had occurred, although some of the 

prisoners were undergoing sentences of two years' imprisonment. The Roman Catholic 
chaplain requested that the prisoners might be allowed certain religious books, and cate- 
chisms ; he said he had made frequent applications for them, but they had not yet been sup- 
plied. I found in each cell a copy of the Protestant or Douay version of the Bible, 
according to the faith of the inmates respectively. There were, however, no Prayer- 
Books or Catechisms ; and here I would respectfully again direct the attention of the 
Board of Superintendence to the subject; it having been already brought under their 
notice by my late colleague, Mr. Long, in his Report dated November, 1849. Those pri- 
soners placed in separate confinement stand peculiarly in need of such occupation for the 
mind ; and the 4th section of the 3rd and 4th Vic. cap. 44, directly enacts that such pri- 
soners “ shall be furnished with the means of moral and religious instruction, and with 
suitable books.” The ventilation throughout the prison appeared very excellent ; the 
cells were all remarkably clean, and were furnished with every physical requisite for a 
prisoner undergoing separate confinement. 

With reference to the bridewells reported on below, I beg to call attention to the cost 
of dietary, as compared with others in the north of Ireland. At Markethill, for instance, 
the cost is only 2f d., while at Ballymoney it is 6 d. per day for all classes, at Ballymena !>d., 
and at Antrim 5 d. The charges at the three last mentioned places are manifestly too 
high ; the prices of provisions being nearly the same as at Markethill. 

Bridewells* Bridewells. 

Ballymoney , visited June 28th. — I found only three prisoners here at the time of my 
visit, 353 had been confined here since the 1st of April, most of whom were committed for 
one night. The dietary, for all classes, was 1 ft. of bread, and 1 pint of new-milk, for 
breakfast ; the same for dinner, which is over the regulated allowance. (See Circular of 
the 28th August, 1849.) The charge is 6 d. per day for each prisoner. The amount 
charged for dietary for the last quarter, ending 30th June, in this bridewell, is £14 2s. Or/, 
for 564 nights. For the same period, the sum charged in the quarterly return for Caber 
(County Tipperary) is £14 15s. 0 d. for 1313 nights. On inquiry I found the prices of 
provisions at both places to be about the same. The bridewell was in excellent order, and 
very clean. It is regularly visited by the Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Creery. 

Ballymena. — I found the dietary in this bridewell the same as at Ballymoney, but the 
charge 5 d. per day for each prisoner. 192 had been confined here since the 1st of April. 
There were only three prisoners at the time of my inspection. It is regularly visited by 
the Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Reeves. The registry appeared to be correct, and the 
bridewell was clean and orderly in every respect. 

Antrim. — I was certainly much astonished when I entered this bridewell, having just 
visited the other two very convenient prisons at Ballymoney and Ballymena. It was, 
however, as clean and orderly as it was possible ; but it is a wretched place, and altogether 
unsuited for a bridewell. There were 128 prisoners confined here in the last quarter. 
Dietary the same as the other bridewells, and the charge 5 d. per day for each prisoner. 
The bridewell is regularly visited by the Local Inspector. 

James Galwey, Inspector-General. 



County of Armagh 
Gaol. 

Visited January 27th 
and 28th, 1851. 
State and Accommo- 
dation. 



County op Armagh Gaol. — Visited the 27th and 28th January, 1851. 

State and Accommodation. 

I was very glad to find that this gaol exhibited a decrease of prisoners, and no scarcity 
of accommodation. The following are the numbers of the respective classes of prisoners 
in custody on the 28th January, 1851 : — 



Master debtors, . 


Males. Females. 
7 1 


Poor do. 


10 


_ 


Felons convicted, 


33 


15 


Misdemeanants do. 


15 


3 


Felons untried, . 


13 


1 


Misdemeanants do. 


1 


_ 


Committed summarily. 


25 


13 



Males. Females. 



Soldiers, ... 1 - 

Under Revenue Laws, . 1 - 

106 33 

Total, . . . 139 

Of whom were Sick in 
Hospital, . . 3 



The decrease in the number of prisoners has been considerable since 1848 ; at the last 
inspection there were one hundred less than at the inspection of the year before, and this 
year shows a diminution as compared with last of 34. This may, in a great degree, be 
attributed to the number of re-committals being gradually lessening since the separate 
system has been introduced. The total number of commitments during the past year was. 
926 males, and 450 females ; re-commitments 41 males, 29 females. The re-commit- 
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mentsin 1848 of male prisoners amounted to no less than 356.- The general accom- 
modation consists of 61 separate cells, 15 solitary cells (only 3 of the latter are used), and 
35 rooms, or large cells, "with beds. The new part of the gaol is admirably adapted and 
arranged for carrying out the separate system, and which is observed to almost its full 
extent. The supply of water is abundant ; there are three baths ; the sewerage perfect. 

The chapel is on the plan of separation by means of the stalls, and contains 78 seats. 

Two turnkeys sleep in the new part of the building; and a watch patrols the galleries 
during the night. The bedding, of which the supply was sufficient, was clean and in good 
order ; sheets are used. The prisoners are generally furnished with gaol clothing. The 
entire gaol was clean, and well ventilated. The number of punishments during the past 
year did not exceed 78 ; and, mtli few exceptions, these were of a very light and trivial 
nature. 

Employment and School. Employment and 

There were two shoemakers, two tailors, and three weavers employed at the time of my 
inspection ; there were also five making mats, and a number picking oakum. Useful 
employment might he extended with advantage, there being sufficient room for workshops 
in the old gaol. „ , . 

The schoolmaster is generally occupied as store-keeper. Two of the turnkeys give 
instruction to most of the prisoners, for an hour daily during the winter months, and for 
two horns daily in summer. A registry is kept, by which it appeared that some of the 
prisoners had made considerable progress in mating, reading, and spelling. 



North District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Armagh 
Gaol. 



Female Department. Female Department, 

The accommodation here is lamentably deficient, and renders it quite impossible to 
carry out any system of discipline or useful employment. All that can be said is, that 
the matron and her assistants do all that the limited means placed at then’ disposal can 
effect. This part of the prison forms a sad contrast to the new gaol ; and its construc- 
tion is such, that little can be done by any alterations to improve it ; and until a new 
building is erected, it is hopeless to expect that in this department any system of reforma- 
tory discipline, or a proper classification of the prisoners, can he adopted. 



Dietary. Dietary. 

The provisions were all of good quality, and are regularly inspected by the chaplains. 

There were no complaints either against the quantity or quality of the articles supplied. 

The following is the scale of dietary in use ; hut the gruel dietary has been adopted for 
all prisoners whose term of imprisonment does not exceed one month. 

Males: Class 1.— Breakfast — 8 ounces of oatmeal, in stirabout; 1 pint of buttermilk. 

Dinner — 14 ounces of brown bread ; 1 pint of new-milk. 

Females : Class 2— Breakfast— 7 ounces of oatmeal in stirabout ; 1 pint of buttermilk. 

Dinner — 12 ounces of brown bread ; | pint of new-milk. 

Males and Females under 10 years of aye: Class 8.— Breakfast— 5 ounces of oatmeal, 
in stirabout; £ pint of new-milk. Dinner— 10 ounces of brown bread; £ pint of new- 
milk. 



Books and Accounts. 



Books and Accounts, 



The hooks and accounts appeared to he all accurately kept. I should, however, recom- 
mend that a book be provided in which each turnkey may enter and sign the number in 
his class respectively locked up for the night; it would afford a simple check on the daily 
•consumption account. There is no gate-porter’s hook : this I also hope to see supplied, 
and brought into use. 

Officers. Officers. 

The non-resident officers visited the gaol, during the past year, as under : — 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, . 
Protestant Chaplain, 



. 195 Presbyterian Chaplain, . . 125 

. 129 Roman Catholic Chaplain, . .104 

. 144 Apothecary. . . . 234 



The turnkeys seemed to he smart and efficient ; three of them are handicraftsmen, and 
<nve instruction in trades to the prisoners; their respective salaries only £25 a-year, 
which, I should say, is scarcely sufficient. I find it the practice (and a very good one), in 
other "aols, to pay the turnkeys who are tradesmen something extra : it is an inducement 
to exertion in instructing the prisoners. 



Sosjlital. Hospital. 

' The hospital was clean and well ventilated. There were only 3 males and 7 females 
under treatment, at the time of my inspection. The gaol is generally healthy. There 
were no lunatics. The cost of medicine, with total number in hospital, for the last two 
years, was as follows : — - 0 ® 
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Norm District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Armagh 
Gaol. 



Number in Hospital from Summer Assizes, 1848, to Summer Assizes, 1849 ; and total number of 
days, -with the cost of medicine for that period ; also, like number from Summer Assizes, 1849 
to Summer Assizes, 1850. ’ 



Year. 


Number in 
Hospital. 


Total Number of 
Days. ‘ 


Cost of Medicine. 


Apothecary’s Salary. 


1848 to 1840, 


390, 


5377, 


£ s. d. 

55 13 5 


£20 per Annum. 


1840 to 1800, 


410, 


5808, 


OS 2 11 


£S0 „ 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The meetings of the Board axe held monthly, and the attendance generally is regular 
The accounts are examined and all necessary payments made at these meetings. 0 The 
following are the members of the Board : — 5 



Acheson St. George, Esq. 
William Paton, Esq. 
Henry L. Prentice, Esq. 
Maxwell Cross, Esq. 
Thomas Dobbin, Esq. 
George Robinson, Esq. 



James Harden, Esq. 
Thomas A. Prentice, Esq. 
J ohm M'Kinstry, Esq. 
John Hancock, Esq. 

J ohn H. Porter, Esq. 



6 eneral Observations. General Observations. 

The Grand Jury of this county deserve the highest praise, for having already allocated 
a large sum to erect the present handsome and well-constructed addition to this 
gaol, u-itli the purpose of testing the separate system ; it is satisfactory to find that it 
works so well and requires only the building of another wing to bring it fully into 
operation, and to render this one of the best gaols in the country. The Board of 
Superintendence are, I understand, unanimous on this point; and the saving to the 
comity wiH be considerable, by the great decrease in the number of re- commitments, an 
important result of the separate system, viewed as a punishment. By the following 
Report of the Bridewells it will appear that there is a great difference, in the cost of 
dietaiy, between one bridewell and another ; and I see no reason why the charges for 
Ballybot, Newtownhamilton, and Lurgan, should be higher than for MarkethilL The 
prices of provisions are nearly the same in all four places. 



Bridewells. 

Ballybot.— This is a very ill-constructed and insecure bridewell. 170 prisoners had 
been confined here during the last quarter, three of whom escaped on the 3rd of Novem- 
ber, and have not since been re-taken. There were only three prisoners at the time of 
my visit. _ I here is no water, and no sewerage. The keeper, who has been but a short 
time appointed, appeared to be a respectable, steady man. His salary, I should say is 
not sufficient— oniy £13 per annum. Dietary not according to order, and the cost too 
high— five pence per day on the average for all classes. Registry correct. Local Inspector 
frequently visits. Bridewell very clean and orderly. 1 

Newtownhamilton. I found here 0 males and 8 females ; 63 last quarter. Dietary 4 U. ■ 
7 to. of bread and 1 quart of new-milk daily, for each prisoner. Keeper’s salary quite 1 
inadequate, only £10 per annum. Prisoners regularly transmitted to county gaol. 
Bndewell clean, and registry correct. Frequently visited by Local Inspector. 

MarkethilL — There were only 58 prisoners altogether confined here during the last 
quarter, and none at the time of my visit. The charge for dietary here (which was 
accoichng to the late order) was on the average only 2| d. for each prisoner. The books 
were correct, and the place clean and orderly. Keeper’s salary £10 per annum only. 
.Local Inspector frequently visits. Prisoners regularly transmitted to county gaol 
Burgan .- Seven male and six female prisoners ; 170 confined here during the last quar- 
i - + i ° f i 0m ^ ere for <kunkenness. Dietary not according to order, consists of 2 ft. of 
white bread, and 1 quart of new-milk daffy ; average cost, bd. per day for all classes. Local 
Inspector frequent in his visits. Prisoners regularly transmitted to county gaol. Books 
conect. Bridewell exceedingly clean and orderly, and well supplied with bedding 
and ail necessaries. Keeper’s salary £15 per annum. 

James Galwey, Inspector-General. 



Cnrrickfergus Gaol. 
Visited January 30, 

' 1851. 

State and Accommo- 
dation. 



Carrickfergus Gaol. — Visited 30th January, 1851. 

, State and Accommodation. 

I found this gaol remarkably clean; there we only eight prisoners in custody, viz 

tt ■. , Males. Matac 

Under rule of transportation, 3 | Debtors, . 8 ' 

Convicted felons, ..31 

Total, „ 8 
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All the county of Antrim prisoners have been removed to the new gaol Belfast, and the 
above belong exclusively to the county of the town of Carrickfergus. This prison, now 
about to be surrendered by the county, is very well adapted for a permanent convict 
depot for the northern counties, and, with few alterations and a small expenditure, could 
readily be made to accommodate from 250 to 300 convicts. I beg leave to recommend 
this subject for the consideration of the Executive and the authorities of the county of 
Antrim. The only officers at present retained are Mr. Forbes, the Governor ; Alexander 
Palmer and Charles Stewart, turnkeys. The other officers have been discontinued, 
two only are at present employed in the new prison at Belfast ; and as regards those 
who have not been provided for, orwhose services are no longer required as gaol officers, I con- 
ceive thatthe subject of awardingsome sufficient compensation would be one very desirablefor 
the Grand Jury and the Board of Superintendence to take into their consideration. The 
salaries of the three officers above-named amount to i'210 a-year, which for eight prisoners, 
and considering the accommodation at Belfast, may very fairly be put down as an unneces- 
sary item in the expenditure. I beg to subjoin a list of the officers : — 



No. 


NAMES. 


Date of appoint- 


Salaries. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


1 


Robert Forbes, Governor, . 


May, 1831, . 


£ s. 
150 0 


d. 

0 


Has acted in the capacity of Deputy Go- 








vemor as well as Governor. Is still in 












charge of the prison, which only con- 
tains inmates committed from the 
County of the Town of Carrickfergus. 
Knows notliing of any other business — 
haring been employed as a prison 












officer since an early period of life. 


2 


Alexander Palmer, Turnkey, . 


November, 1837, 


30 0 


0 


Still doing duty, os Turnkey. 


3 




October, 1849, 


30 0 


0 


Ditto, ditto. 


4 


Edward Rowan, Local Inspector, 


July, 1834, . 


92 0 




Lost office in consequence of the aboli- 








tion oi the gaol. 




Joint M'Gowan, M.D., Physician, 


Year 1810, . 

February, 1850, 


74 0 


0 


Ditto, ditto. 


0 

7 


Rev. F. Bewley, Protestant Chaplain, 
Rev. James White, Presbyterian 


3G 18 


c 


Ditto, ditto. 




Chaplain, 


December, 1838, 


3G IS 


G 


Ditto, ditto. 


S 














Chaplain, 


Year 1818, . 


30 18 


G 


Ditto, ditto. 


9 


John Blair, Deputy Keeper, 


May, 1850, 


45 0 


0 


Ditto, ditto. 


10 


Thomas Johnston, Turnkey, 


February, 1832, 


30 0 


0 


Ditto, ditto. 


1! 


Nathaniel MfElbage, Turnkey, . 


February, 1838, 


30 0 


0 


Was appointed Watchman in the New 








Gaol atBellast but was sincedismissed 
for sleeping on his post at night. 






12 


Andrew Willis, Turnkey, . 


August; 1830, 


30 0 


0 


Lost his office in consequence of the 








abolition of the Gaol. 


13 


Robert Moore, Turnkey, . 


May, 1840, . 


30 0 


0 


Ditto, ditto. 


14 


Gilbert Thompson, Turnkey, . 


October, 1840, 


30 0 


0 


Refused to take an appointment in the 










New Prison at Belfast. 


15 


George MfDonnell, Turnkey, . 


July, 1847, . 


30 0 


0 


Has been appointed as an Officer in the 








New Prison at Belfast. 


1G 


Stephen Walker, Schoolmaster, 


July, 1848, . 


27 13 


10 


Lost office in consequence of the abo- 








lition of the Gaol. 


17 




April, 1840, . 


35 0 


0 


Ditto, ditto. 


18 


Mary Jane Larmorer, Hospital Nurse, 


July, 1844, . 


22 13 


2 


Has been appointed in Belfast Gaol to a 












similar situation. 



James Galwey, Inspector-General. 



County op Cavan Gaol. — Visited on the 18th & 19th of October, 1850. 
State and Accommodation . 



The number confined in this gaol on the 19th of October, was thirty-nine less than at 
the last inspection. They were classified as follows : — 



Classes. 


Males. Females. 1 


Classes. Males. Females 


Master debtors, - 


7 





Drunkards, - 2 

Committed summarily, - 7 


— 


Poor ditto, 


- 11 


2 


2 


Felons convicted, 


- 64 


20 


Lunatics, - 2 


1 


Misdemeanants ditto, 


- 21 


10 


— - — 


— 


Ditto untried, 


1 


1 


118 


36 


Under revenue laws, 


3 


— 


Total, - 154. 





To accommodate the above there are eighty-six single cells and seventeen rooms with beds* 
sill of which, together with the passages, were very clean and well ventilated, and the general 
arrangements such that the gaol did not appear to be at all overcrowded. The prisoners 
were supplied with good clothing, as well as shoes or clogs; they are classified as 
far as it is practicable, and silence is enforced; they take their meals in their cells. There 
is a sufficient supply of water pumped up by the treadwheel; the bedding and bed-clothes 
were all clean and in good order. There were twenty-eight male convicts and one female. 



■ North District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

Carrickfergus Gaol. 



County of Cavan Gaol. 
Visited October 18 an 
19, 1850. 

State and Accommo- 
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North District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Cavan Gaol . 

Employment and 
Schools. 

Female Department. 
Dietary. 



. Books and Accounts. 
Officers and Salaries. 



Officers’ Visits. 
Hospital. 
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The number of committals dming the past year was, males 726, females 291. Re-com- 
mitments, males, 32, females, 11. The punishments amounted to 47 since March last: 
they were, however, principally confined to a few of the prisoners, and one boy was so 
refractory that he was no less than twelve times placed in solitary confinement for short 
periods, and which at length had the desired effect, and he has latterly been tolerably well 
conducted. 

Employment and Schools. 

A good number of the prisoners were employed in tailoring, slioemaking, clog-making, 
and at smiths’ and carpenters’ work ; but here again, as in most gaols, stone-breaking was 
the principal occupation of the prisoners ; it paid better, however, than in any other prison 
I have visited ; they are delivered at Grf. for 14 cwt., and when broken, sold at 2s. Qd. per 
ton. The school is well conducted, and nearly all the prisoners are instructed in classes 
judiciously arranged. A register is kept ; and on my examining several of the junior 
prisoners (taken indiscriminately from the list), I found they justified the return made as 
to then* progress in reading, writing, and arithmetic. 

Female Department. 

This department is under the charge of a matron and her assistant ; the prisoners are 
divided into three classes according to character ; and most of them were employed in 
spinning, knitting, needle-worlc, and washing; the assistant matron acts as school-mistress. 
The laundry is small and inconvenient, and there is no drying loft. The cells, bedding, 
and indeed the whole department, were very clean, and the matron seemed to manage every 
tiling under her charge in an efficient and creditable manner. 

Dietary. 

Breakfast: males, eight ounces meal in stirabout, and one pint of buttermilk. Dinner: 
fourteen ounces wholemeal bread, and one pint of new-milk. . 

Breakfast : females, seven ounces meal in stirabout, and one pint of buttermilk. Din- 
ner; twelve ounces wholemeal bread, three-fourths pint of mi l k . Average cost of dietary 
per day for all classes, %\d. 

Some few complaints were made by the convicts of the dietary, but I believe without 
just cause. The bread and milk on both days that I visited the gaol were most unob- 
jectionable, and the oatmeal in store of excellent quality. 

The contracts, taken for twelve months from the 1st December last, were as follow : — 
bread, per lb. Id . ; oatmeal, per cwt. 9s.; new-milk, per gallon, 4 d . ; buttermilk, per gallon, 
1 id. 

Books and Accounts. 

The hooks and accounts appeared to be all accurately kept, and the checks on the daily 
consumption simple and satisfactory. 



Officers and Salaries. 



£ s. d.. 

George Gallogly, Governor, - 200 0 0 

Theo. Thompson, Esq. Local Inspector, 80 0 0 | 
Rev. D. Preston, Protestant Chaplain, 30 0 0 
Rev. R. Fleming, Presbyterian ditto, 30 0 0 
Rev.Thos. Reilly, Roman. Catholic do. 30 0 O 
George Roe, Esq. Physician, - — 

William Brice, Apothecary, - — 

Charles Clendenning, 1st Turnkey, 55 7 2 
Edward Sturdy, 2nd „ - 55 7 2 



James Bannister, 3rd Turnkey, 
George Reilly, 4th „ 

Francis Montgomery, 5th „ 
Alexr. Dickson, 6th „ 

Walter Stafford, Schoolmaster, 
Elizabeth Armstrong, Matron, 
Margaret Sturdy, Assistant do. 
Fanny Dowling, Nurse-tender 



The physician is paid by the county for bis attendance at the Infirmary 
apothecary does not receive any salary, but supplies the medicine. 



£ s. d. 
30 0 O 
30 0 O 
30 0 0 

30 0 O 
30 0 O 
40 0 0 
16 0 0 
10 0 0 



and Gaol. The 



Officers' Visits. 

Local Inspector, - - 220 1 Presbyterian or^Dissenting Chaplain, 152 

Surgeon, &c., - - 120 Roman Catholic ditto, - - 182 

Protestant Chaplain - - 199 j 

The turnkeys do not wear uniform, which is a great disadrantage, and detracts much 
from their appearance of order and respectability, either on duty or when absent from 
the gaol. ’ 

Hosjntal. - 

The hospital is situated at the top of the old gaol ; a most wretched, confined, and ill- 
ventilated place, having only two small rooms for males, and one for females. Ine cos 
of medicine for the last three years appeared to me to be enormously high m comparison 
with other gaols, taking into account the number confined and the total number ot days; 
it is explained however, in the following letter which I received from the surgeon, and. as 
it points out very particularly the necessity of providing hospital, accommodation, I de- 
termined to insert it at full length' . 
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The return of the cost of medicine is as follows : — 



No. 1. 


Apothecary. 


Cost of 
Medicine. 

£ s. cl. 


Number sent to 
Hospital. 


Total number of 
Days. 


Summer Assizes, 1848, 
to Summer Assizes 
1840, - 


• No Salary. 


50 15 5 


98 


1008 


Summer Assizes, 1849, 
to Summer Assizes 
1850 - 




44 1 0 


75 


1890 



North District. 



County of Cavan Gaol. 



“ Cavan, 19th October, 1850. 

aUl ‘ e?S “?} me ™T8mence of the present hospital or sick rooms, have precluded 
™ 5' “ ^Sf I ?“g iiem tnth any diseases but those of a most acute and urgent nature 
b„?thf S? 0tl ° ns “taacter, which require a perfect separation of the riSTftom the 
healthy. The consequence is, that all the other sick, or iifiim, or chronic c Sls o fwhhi 
there are a great number, are prescribed for as extern in dispenZ^moae'e rnd rf 
l°cXrrt» 6 “ A” 16111 ™' an 5“ etM a PPhances, as trusses, bandages nomdsCem 

discretion. But in fulfilling this it would seem as if I hal neSd the Zs7- aS 

h& 7- been m ^ de and mqmred “ to > of prisoners statin! they were in and had 
xeceived no medicine and not seen a doctor. Now there exists a regulation or ratter an 
^derstan^g, that any prisoner ill, must report himself sick to thf^yemJr or Locd 
ro0g tt0me 0nmy n “ tTisit: or wear to be Tery 

d have, at almost every visit, amnnher of prisoners, usually from 
four to twelve, who are prescribed for as patients, but of which no registry has been kem 
except that of the prescription hook. The total number aimuaBy ttus tfeate™ mw 
amount to between five and six hundred persons. 5 ^ 

1 .:‘a I . needn ?'n Slr ’,tt t Itt ‘ he gf eat de fciencyond want of hospital accommodation- you 
hare seen and hear-d that the hospital, which was bnilt soon after the great epidemic of 
1817 and 18, and at my earnest solicitation, has been, with additions to itconvited into a 

M^thoirhme^tbcf 1 ma7 *“ y ’ *“* thC CaT “ gao1 “ S agafa “» hospital. I am 

Sin IS « io | e - , th ? t your strong representations to the Grand Jury and the government 

oSy for ttfsil Pr S’ i ? e l»'°P““ d suitable accommodation, 

not only toi tte sick, but also foi the lunatics of the comity, for whom no sort op provt 

Snt tolt 6611 ma<le ln 46 ga01 ’ notmthstmdb g «“> great numbers which are unavoidably 
“ I have the honor to be, Sir, 

“Your obedient servant, 

“GEORGE ROE, M.D., 

■' The Inspector-General a/ Prisons at Cavan . ” "Physician to the Gaol 



Board of Stq)erintende?ice. 

Lord Favnham, 

The Lord Bishop of Kilmore, 

Rev. Doctor Carson, 

Theo. L. Clements, Esq. 

George M. Knipe, Esq. 

Robert Burro wes, Esq. 



William Humphreys, Esq. 
Heniy T. Killbee, Esq. 
Robert Erskine, Esq. 
William A. Moore, Esq. 
Michael Phillips, Esq. 
JohnE. Vernon, Esq. 
The Board meets monthly, and the attendance is generally very regular-. 



General Observations. 

I visited this gaol on the 18th of October about four o'clock. I went through the whole 

IfonndT 1 ““‘f ““r? 8 day tM the s “ e! Ifed great SSS S 
I found no difference, for on both occasions eyei-ything appeared to me to be conducted 
with accustomed order and regularity. I beg to direetthe attention of the Board of Sn 
l tendence to the difference that exists m the charge for dietary in the bridewells and 
I can see no ruason why ft should he double the cost at Cootehill and BamebTough to 
Tame Ballycomrell, the prices of provisions in all three places being about the 



GencralObscrvations 
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North District. Bridewells. 

Repons on separate Cooteliill, Visited July Ath . — Only one prisoner at the time of my visit; 108 had been 
Prisons. confined here during the last quarter. Dietary above the regulation, and cost 0 d. per day 
7L. m for eaoh Prisoner. Clean ancl orderly, and registry correct. Regularly visited lay the Local 
J Inspector, the Eev. Mr. Moore. Keeper’s salary, ,£30 per annum. 

Ballyconnell, October 18 th . — No prisoners ; 58 confined here during the last quarter. 
Cost of dietary, 3 d. per day for each prisoner. Bridewell clean. Regularly visited by 
Local Inspector. Keeper’s salary £20 per annum. 

Bailieborottgh, October 21s/. — One male prisoner; 59 last quarter. Dietary above the 
regulation; consists of lib. of bread and pint of new-milk for breakfast; same for dinner- 
supplied by contract by a baker in the town, at 6 d. per day for each prisoner. The yards 
so insecure that the prisoners are never allowed in them expect in presence of the keeper : 
the walls might be raised at a trifling expense. Keeper’s salary, £30 per annum. Place 
clean, and books correct. 

James Galwey, Inspector-General. 



County of Donegal COUNTY OP DONEGAL GAOL. — VlSITED 24TH JUNE, 1850. 

Gaol. 

Visited June 24, 1850. 

State and Aetemmo- “ ,,d Acmimmdlltio,, . 

The Governor’s return the day of my inspection was as follows : — 



Classes. 

Master debtors, 
Pauper do. 

Felons convicted, - 
Misdemeanants do., 
Felons untried, 
Misdemeanants do., - 
Under revenue laws, 



Males. Females. 

8 1 

- 48 4 

- 15 8 

- 19 3 

4 3 

- 30 



Classes. 


Males. Females. 


Committed summarily, 




Lunatics, 


- 15 3 


Crown witnesses, - 


3 


1 




174 


31 


Total, - 


- 205 



The above, I regret to say, shows an increase of 24 over the number confined at the last 
inspection, and includes 30 for breaches of the revenue laws, and 23 convicts; all males. 
The accommodation consists of 83 single cells, 15 small rooms with beds, and 13 day- 
rooms; there are also 5 solitary cells, which are not all required: two of them were 
used as workshops at the time of my visit. There is no tread-wheel. Classification is 
observed as far as it is practicable, and silence appears to be strictly enforced. The supply 
of water is sufficient; the bedding is extremely good, and sheets are used. All the cells, 
passages, and rooms, are dry and very well ventilated. The number confined here for the past 
year was, males 841, females 236. Greatest number in gaol at one time : males 214, females 
59. Re-commitments: males 70, females 29. Average number confined daily, in 1848, 
149. Average number in 1849, 214. 



Employment and Employment and Schools. 

Schools. 

Ihere is not much employment in this gaol for the prisoners, it being principally confined 
to stone-breaking. In the winter months bone-breaking is also carried on to a consi- 
derable extent, and yields some profit. There were only two carpenters, four tailors, and 
four shoemakers at work at the time of my visit. The school is very well conducted ; I 
examined several of the classes, and they appeared to have made good progress under the 
tuition of' the schoolmaster, who appears to be steady and attentive to his duties. 



Female Department. Female Department. 

The female department is well managed by the matron and her assistant, as far as clean- 
liness and regularity, but there is very little employment for the prisoners; they attend 
school, I was informed, for two hours daily. 



Dietary. 

buSermi[k St ’~ 8 ° Z ‘ mea1, half 0aten and half IndiaI b made into stirabout, and 1 pint of 

Dmner (4 days in the week). — 12 oz. meal, as above, for dinner, and 1 pint new-milk; 
the other three days, 14 oz. of bread. 

There were no complaints about the dietary; it is regularly inspecled by the chaplains, 
as appears by the visitors’ book. 1 



Books and Accounts. 



Books and Accounts. 

r k°°ks are all neatly kept, and appeared to be correct in every particu 
went tniougn them ■with attention, and the Local Inspector explained every item in e 



ivic an neatiy Kept, and appeared to be co 
J went through them with attention, and the Local Inspector 
derS<r ith a dearness that most satisfactory. The checks are s 



rd easily t 
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Rev. E. M. Clarke, Local Inspector, 
Protestant Chaplain, 

Dissenting do. 

Roman Catholic do., 

Governor, 

1st Turnkey, 

2nd do. 

3rd do. 



Officers and Salaries. 



£ s. d. 

100 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 

100 0 0 
40 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 



4th Turnkey 
5th do. 

6th do. 
Schoolmaster, 
Matron, 
Assistant do. 
Nurse, . 



North District- 



£ s. d. 
23 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
30 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 



Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Donegal 
Gaol. 

Officers and Salaries. 



The turnkeys had all been either in the army or police, and they wear a neat uniform : I 
have not in any gaol seen more intelligent active officers. 

The visits during the year were: 

Local Inspector, . 149 I Presbyterian or Dissenting Chaplain, . 108 

Surgeon, . . . 151 Roman Catholic do. . . i 3 -» 

Protestant Chaplain, . 149 | 



Hospitals. 

A Dew hospital U in course of erection—it is much required; when finished it will rive 
considerable additional accommodation to the gaol; the present hospital can then be con- 
verted into sleeping apartments at a very trifling expense. The medicines are provided 
from Dublin at a cost that appears to me to be extremely moderate, and not one-third of 
what it amounts to in other gaols, where there are generally about the same number in 
hospital. 



Hospitals. 



The bill for medicines for one year to the 1st inst. amounted to . S S 5 
Apothecary for compounding, . . . . 10 0 0 

Total, . . . £28 g 5 



Lunatics. ' Lunatics. 

There were fifteen male lunatics, and two females, the former were under the charo-e of a 
turnkey ; and it was quite evident that he bestowed the greatest care and attention to° those 
poor creatures; they were all harmless, and appeared to be in excellent health; two of 
them have been here for near nine years, and others since 1845 and 1846. 



Board of Superintendence. Board of Superin _ 

i ^?' e £ ays meetin S are l ' ie Mondays in each month ; the accounts are then examined tendenoe ' 
by the Board, and the bills discharged. 

Sir Edmund Hayes, Bart. 

Sir James Stewart, Bart. 

James Johnston, Esq. 

Rev. William Iuiox. 



J. V. Stewart, Esq. 
Francis Mansfield, Esq. 
William Fenwick, Esq. 
Johnston Mansfield, Esq. 



B. G. Humfrey, Esq. 
William Sinclair, Esq. 

R. G. Montgomery, Esq. 
One Member. A . It.. Stmi- 



General Observations. General Observations. 

The order, cleanliness, and regularity of this gaol at the time of my inspection were most 
satisfactory. It is to be regretted that its very crowded state interferes so much with useful 
employment being carried on, as well as a proper classification of the prisoners. I am bound, 
however, to state, that in all matters which depend upon the supervision of the officers, I 
had every reason to be pleased with their general management of the gaol. 

The total cost of the gaol for the year 1848, £2,052 14s. 5d. ; for 1849, £2,171 12s. 11 d. 

Paid to prisoners, as gratuities, to enable them to get home after their discharge, £8 13s. Id. 

Total number so assisted, 393. Average sum to each, 5%d. The difference in the charges 
of dietary in the bridewells is worthy the attention of the Grand Jury. 



Bridewells. Bridewells. 

Letter Jcenny, Visited June 2ith . — There were no prisoners at the time of my visit, but 
101 had been confined here since the commencement of the quarter. The dietary consists of 
8 oz. of oatmeal made into stirabout, and 1 pint of new-milk, for breakfast; and 1 lb. of 
bread, and 1 pint of new-milk for dinner. Average cost for each prisoner per day, 5d. 

The bridewell is regularly visited by the Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Smith;— it was 
very clean and orderly. The keeper’s salary is £25 per annum. 

Donegal, Visited June 25th — Eight prisoners had been transmitted from this bridewell 
to the County Gaol just before my visit; 85 had been confined here since the 1st of April. 

Dietary— 8 oz. meal made into stirabout, and 1 pint of new-milk at breakfast; 1 lb. of bread" 
and 1 pint of buttermilk at dinner ; and frequently in place of bread at dinner, 4lbs. of 
potatoes, which, even at this late period, are to be had in the market at 5hd. per stone ; cost 
of dietary, 5d. per day for each prisoner. The bridewell is frequently visited by the Local 
Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Bennett. It was very clean, and the registry correct. 

Ghntics , — There was only 1 prisoner confined here at the time of my visit, and 26 alto- 
gether since the 1st of April. Dietary — 10 oz. of Indian meal made into stirabout, and 1 
ptnt ofnew-milk for breakfast; dinner, the same quantity of stirabout, and 1 pint of butter- 
milk. Cost for each per day, 2 ^d. The bridewell was clean and orderly. 

3 E 
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North District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Donegal 
Gad. 



Buncrana , 27 th June .— The quarter sessions were going on here at the time of my visit, 
and several prisoners had been sent in for trial from the County Gaol, it was, however very 
clean and orderly. Dietary — 8 oz. of meal made into stirabout, and 1 pint of new-miik for 
breakfast. Dinner 12 oz. meal, and 1 pint of buttermilk. Average cost per day for each 4-d 
The bridewell is regularly visited by the Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Reed. The keeper’s 
salary is ^30 per annum. p 

James Galwey, Inspector-General. 



County qf Down Gaol. COUNTY OP DOWN GaOD, AT DOWNPATRICK.— VlSITED 31st JANUARY & 1st FEBRUARY 
Visited January .si ’ 

.niFAm.r a 1 , 1951 , Stefe mld Accommodation. 

State and Accommo- 

" fl " 4 “ ^ gS01 ' “ ^ *"* ^ ™ 

Males. Females. 

. 18 3 

1 



Employment awl 
Schools. 



Master debtors. 
Pauper do. 
Felons convicted. 
Misdemeanants do. 
Felons untried, 
Vagrants, 
Deserters, 



50 

12 

12 

5 



Revenue laws, 
Committed summarily. 
Lunatics, 



Males. Females. 



26 



1 



Total, . 

Of whom sick in Hospital, 



180 



I w . .. ..urn oiun. m J-IuopiLiU, O ^ 

Contrary to what generally prevails, the accommodation is more than sufficient for the 
mamba' at present confined in the gaol : it consists of 210 single cells and 10 double cells 
Notwithstanding this, I observed that, in some instances, three prisoners were put to sleep 
in one cell ; a, practice which should, when at all practicable, be avoided. There are twenty? 
thiee workshops, and twenty-six separate sheds for stone-brealdng. The above number 
ThS? —I Sh T S “ decrense , of 61 ’ “compared with the returns at the last inspection. 
SoriatS -lb 7 vel ? 7 ?™ g W 7S C ?, nfi “ ed here ; ““d 1 regretted to find most of them 
assocmted with men, iriiich might easily have been avoided, there being sufficient room 
for their separation. Four of them were pounding freestone in one small cell, and there 
appeared to be a want of strict supervision over these juvenile offenders. The prisoners 

d“d suSeS. ^ C6US - Tl16 Sa01 18 W£U SU ® Ued With ^ ^ddfng good, 

4,16 pa S year males, 984; females, 637: re-commit- 

f ?o leS ’ 159 ’ femal . es ’ 103 - Greatest number in gaol at one time— males, 311 - 
hjit eliin-L : ter VeraSe— mi>leS ’ 174 ’ females . 81. Punishments, 173, and generally of a 

'Employment and Schools. 

There was a good deal of employment, of one kind or another, going on at the time of 
TW SP ^ Ctl ° n ' M ° st . of clotldn g is manufactured, and all of it made up, in the gaol. 

™ es a f e > earned on m workshops in the lower ranges, and I regretted to observe 
wbtb r e a lm'tnients were unoccupied. There is an excellent capstan mill, 

m^v»v£ 1 to - ,? ose , “> lard labour. Wheat is purchased by the 

purveyor, giound m the mill, and bread of excellent quality baked in the gaol for the use 
dfff™. P ,T5' ° f * h , e tumleys m handicraftsmen, and give iustrSction in thefr 

different trades. The employments were as follows : — 



Capstan mill, 
Breaking freestone, 
Labouring, . 
Carpentry, . 
Shoemaking, 
Weaving, 

Winding yarn, 
Tailoring, 









43 








9 








5 








1 








4 








5 








2 








3 



Making mats, 

Picking oakum, 

Baking bread, 

Cooking, 

Whitewashing, 

Prison duties, 

Attending sick prisoners and lunatics. 



3 

1 

10 



gadfo/ the 1 i C a?T r “? ‘° as ““ aoommt of work and manufactures in the 

fo rpriso?us y e — 8 ’ cllatm em shln S “mount mamifaetui-ed for the public, and that 



Dr. 

To Cost of Materials for Male Work, . 
•p -i „ do. Female Work 

1 aid to Male Prisoners for 

Earnings, . .' £8 G 6 

!» to Female Prisoners 

for Earnings . . 5 10 3 



Profit on Work done for the 
p Pu Wic. • £75 10 0 

Profit on Work for Prison 

use > • - . 218 15 0J 



£ s. d. 


Or. 


£ s. ,1. 


623 0 
105 10 0* 


By Cash received for Work done, and 
Articles sold to the Puhlio, . 




13 16 9 


„ Amount credited to Work Account 
for Bread baked and used in the 
Prison, ..... 

„ Amount credited to Work Account for 
Indian Meal for Prison use, 


257 3 9 


204 5 0J 


„ Amount credited to Work Account 
for Articles of Male and Female 
Clothing, Furniture, and Bedding 
manufactured for Prison use, 


•S 

512 9 9 


1,080 1 9J 




1,036 1 9 } 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF PRISONS IN IRELAND. 



57 



Tlie school appeared to be tolerably well conducted ; and a registry is kept, from which 
I selected some names, and, on my examining them, I found the boys had made some 
progress in spelling and reading, but very little in writing. 

Female Department. 

This department was very quiet and regular, but there did not appear to me to be much 
useful employment for the prisoners. They were divided into three classes, according to 
character. There are two matrons. The laundry has been much improved since the last 
inspection, and new washing tubs provided. The present drying room is quite useless ; it 
might easily be rendered available, and the plan of doing so, as pointed out to me, might 
be carried out at little expense, and I should strongly recommend its being adopted. 

Dietary . 

Breakfast for males — 8 ounces of oat and Indian meal, mixed, and made into stirabout, 
with one pint of butter milk . Dinner — 14 ounces of whole-meal bread, with one pint of 
sweet-milk. 

Breakfast for females — 7 ounces of oat and Indian meal, mixed, and made into stir- 
about, with one pint of buttermilk. Dinner — 13 ounces of whole-meal bread, with f pint 
of sweet-milk. 

Prisoners sentenced to periods of imprisonment not exceeding one calendar month, get 
gruel instead of new-milk for dinner. 

The provisions were all of excellent quality; they are regularly inspected by the 
chaplains. Some complaints were made as to the quality of the stirabout ; but on inquiry 
I felt convinced they were without cause. 

Contracts. — Bread, per lb, baked in gaol, 1 ; Oatmeal, per cwt., 9s. Qd. ; Indian meal, 
per cwt., 9s. ; new-milk, per gallon, 5 Jo. ; buttermilk, per gallon, 1 \d. ; Salt, per stone, 2d. 

Books and Accounts. 

The gaol books are kept by the deputy-governor, assisted by one of the turnkeys, and 
the other books by the schoolmaster, who also acts as purveyor. I went through the 
accounts, and they appeared to be accurately kept, and the checks sufficient. There is no 
gate-porter’s book : I should recommend one being provided. I did not see the Governor’s 
journal; and there are no bye-laws. 

The officers’ visits during the past year were : — 

Local Inspector, . . 143 I Presbyterian Chaplain, . .192 

Surgeon, . . .270 I Roman Catholic Chaplain, . 99 

Protestant Chaplain, . .119 j 

The turnkeys all appeared to me to be very steady, respectable men ; they wear a neat, 
plain uniform, with which they have been provided since the last inspection. I was pre- 
sent at the lock-up for the night, and I was much pleased with its system and regularity. 
I afterwards attended at the office, and found the returns given in by each turnkey to 
correspond exactly with the total number confined in the gaol. 



Officers and Salaries. 



£ s. 

S. H. Rowan, Local Inspector, 50 0 
G. F. Echlin, Governor, . 200 0 
John Water worth, Deputy Gov. 100 O 
Ph. E. Brabazon, Surgeon, . — 

S. K. Parkinson, Apothecary, . 27 13 1 
Rev. James Ford, Protestant 

Chaplain, . . . . 30 O 

Rev. Win. White, Presbyterian 
Chaplain, . . . . 30 O 

Rev. B. M'Auley, Roman Ca- 
tholic Chaplain, . . . 30 O 

Elisha Jackson, Turnkey, . 47 10 

William Gibson, do. . 42 10 

William Magee, do. . 30 0 

Hugh Jennings, do. . 30 0 



£ s. 

Robert Shields, Turnkey, . 30 0 

Joseph M'Bride, do. . 30 0 

James Erwin, do. . 30 0 

Allen Mackey, do. . 30 0 

John Mathews, do. . 30 0 

James Moore, do. . 30 0 

William Skillen, do. . 30 0 

Eliza Cochrane, Matron, . 20 0 

Ellen Keown, do. . 20 0 

Mary Graham, Hospital Nurse, 16 0 

James Copeland, Schoolmaster 

and Purveyor, . . . 52 0 

William Gibson, Miller, . . 30 0 



d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



Total, . . .965 13 10 



Hospital. 

The hospital was remarkably clean and well ventilated. There were only 8 males and 
2 females confined here at the time of my visit. 

The following return gives the cost of medicine, apothecary’s salary, &c., for the last 
two years : — 



Tears. 


No. in 
Hospital 
each year. 


Total No. 

of Days 
in Hospital. 


Cost of Medicine 
in each year. 


Apothecary’s 

Salary. 


Total Cost of 
Medicine 
and Salary. 


Cost of Diet 
in Hospital 
per head per 
day. 








£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 




1849 


101 


4;517 


28 17 8 


27 13 10 


50 11 0 


4 d. 


1850 


150 


3,727 


21 11 0 


27 13 10 


49 4 10 


8 id. 



E 2 



North District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Down Gaol. 
Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Hospital. 
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North District. 
Reports on separate 

County of Down Gaol. 
Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



General Observations, 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board meet monthly. The attendance is generally very regular. All the bills are 
paid at these periods, except the contract for milk (the only one), and that is settled half- 
yearly. The members are : — 



James Price, Esq. 

J. W. Maxwell, Esq. 
Alexander Miller, Esq. 
J ames Birney, Esq. 
Rev. William B. Forde. 
Rev John F. Gordon. 
Rev. James C. Goi’don. 
P. R. M. Browne, Esq. 



Andrew Nugent, Esq. 

A. H. Montgomery, Esq. 



Thomas G. Henry, Esq. } , T y, . . 
Henry "Waling, Esq. } Homy BndewH, 

John S. Crawford, Es 
John Andrews, Esq. 



lisq. J 

d, Esq. 1 
Esq. > 
F. 0. Montgomery, Esq. 






Newtownards 

Bridewell. 



General Observations. 



I found this gaol — which is a fine, airy, well-situated prison — in a thorough state of 
repair, clean, and well ventilated, in all its departments. The Governor, I must say, ap- 
peared to me to have almost a sinecure of it, the duties of his office being nearly, if not 
altogether, performed by the Deputy-Governor ; and, in justice to Mr. Waterworth, I feel 
bound to bear testimony as to his zeal, intelligence, and efficiency. It is true the Governor 
accompanied me round the gaol ; but all the information I received, as to its general 
management, was from the deputy. The Governor did not think proper to come atallto the 
office, during my examination of the books and accounts ; and on my asldng, as usual, for the 
Governor’s journal, I was told that he had it locked up. I sent one of the turnkeys, with my 
compliments, for it and the answer I received was, that Mr. Echlin had gone out to take a 
walk. I remained in the prison until after lock-up, and I did not again see the Gover- 
nor. I visited the gaol the following morning, at 10 o’clock. The Governor did not make 
his appearance, but sent a message by the deputy to request I would excuse his attendance, 
as lie had some friends to breakfast with him : I readily did so. After visiting the school 
(which was the only department I had not inspected the previous day), I left the gaol, 
much surprised, I must confess, at this to me unaccountable conduct of the Governor, and 
to which I beg to call the attention of the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence. 
In conclusion I have only to add, that I have visited every gaol and bridewell in Ireland, 
within the last eighteen months (160 in number), and this, I am happy to say, is the only 
instance that I have had to complain of anything even approaching disrespect to me, in 
my official capacity; and I feci great pleasure in bearing testimony to the uniform 
courtesy I have met with from all officers of prisons, and the readiness with which they 
afforded me every information on all matters connected with the establishments to which 
they belonged. 

Bridewells. 

Neionj.— Some additions have been made to this bridewell, which were completed, I was 
told ; but it had not been given up by the contractor, who resides at Downpatrick. I 
could not get to see it, the contractor having the keys. A house near the bridewell was 
used as a temporary prison, in which I found 15 male prisoners and 1 female ; 475 had been 
confined here during the last quarter. The charge for dietary much too high, being 5 d. 
for each prisoner, per day, for all classes. The regular bridewell should be taken up, and 
the prisoners removed to it without delay ; this being a very insecure place for prisoners, 
and several attempts, having been made by them to escape. The place was as clean as I 
could expect to find it, and the books correct. 

Newtownards. This is a new building, and certainly one of the best constructed and 
most convenient bridewells that I have met with anywhere. It is situated immediately in 
rere of the Court-house, with a passage under ground for the transmission of the pri- 
soners, when for trial. It contains at either side, for males and females, four well- 
ventuated, roomy cells, each. 15 feet long by 9 feet wide, and 10 feet high ; two day- rooms, 
* ee ® lon 2 by 22 feet wide, with separate yards, supply of water ample, and good 
sewerage. There was only one prisoner confined here at the time of my visit. Cost 
of dietary moderate, 3 \d. on the average, for each prisoner, per day. The keeper appeared 
to be a very intelligent, respectable man. — Salary, £25 per annum. The bridewell was 
very mean, and supplied with sufficient bedding and other necessaries. Books correct. 
Hie Rev. Blackwood Price, the Local Inspector, is frequent in his visits. 

James Gaiavey, Inspector-General. 



County of Fermanagh COUNTY OP FERMANAGH GAOL, ENNISKILLEN. — YlSITED THE 17TH AND 18TH OP OCTOBER 
Gaol. „„„ 

Visited October 17 and i «•> o. 

18, 1850. 



1850. 

State and Accommodation. 
Morning state, October 17th: — 

Females. 



Classes. 

Master debtors, 

Poor do. 

Felons convicted, - 
Misdemeanants do. 
Felons untried, 
Misdemeanants do. 



- 50 
9 

■ 10 



24 



Vagrants, - 
Soldiers tried, 
Committed summarily, 
Lunatics, - 



Males. Females. 



Total, 



149 
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This is a decrease of thirty as compared with the number at the last inspection ; there 
were thirty-five male convicts, and seven females. There are altogether, between the old 
gaol and new building, 102 single cells, two solitary cells, and fourteen rooms with beds. 
The new part of the gaol is a dry and well ventilated building, and well adapted for carry- 
ing out separate confinement; but the old gaol, which is constructed upon the worst prin- 
ciples, renders it almost impossible to adopt any regular system of reformatory discipline. 
The supply of water is ample, which is raised by a forcing pump, worked by the prisoners. 
The heating apparatus for the new part of the gaol was out of order, and there appears to 
have been some mismanagement with regard to the contractor, who was paid before the 
machinery was properly tested, and the matter is now placed by the Board of Superinten- 
dence in the hands of a solicitor. There is no chapel; the service is performed in one of 
the old day-rooms, which forms the passage between the new building and the old. The 
prisoners were well clothed, and all were supplied with shoes or clogs. The bedding and 
blankets clean and good. The number of commitments for the past year was, males, ° 403 
females, 2o5. Re-commitments, males, 7, females, 11. Puuishments 23, since the 1st of 
January last. 



'Employment and Schools. 

There were four weavers, two shoemakers, one carpenter, and one tailor at work ; the 
principal occupation, however, appeared to be stone-breaking, there being no less than fifty- 
five prisoners so emploj'ed at the time of my visit. The stones are delivered in the gaol at 
8d. per ton, and sold when broken to road contractors at Is. The clothing, blankets, and 
sheeting are all manufactured in the gaol. The school appeared to be well conducted, not- 
withstanding the great age of the schoolmaster ; he is, however, assisted by his grandson, 
who receives no salary; lie seemed an attentive and intelligent lad. I examined several of 
the boys in their different classes, and they appeared to have been well instructed in spelling 
and reading. 



Female Department. 

This part of the gaol has been so often the subject of condemnatory remark by my pre- 
decessors that I feel reluctant to refer to it, and the more particularly as I feel equally 
indisposed to recommend, in the present times, any extra expense. The whole department, 
however, is sadly deficient in every respect; but I am bound to state that the matron (who 
is without an assistant) made the most of the limited means placed at her disposal, and the 
place was as clean and well regulated as it was possible under the circumstances. Several 
of the women were employed in spinning, carding, and washing, but want of space prevented 
much work being done, or anything like a classification of the prisoners. 

Dietary. 

Breakfast — Males — eight ounces of oatmeal in stirabout, one pint of buttermilk. Dinner 
— fourteen ounces of brown bread, one pint of sweetmilk. Average cost of dietary for each 
prisoner per day, two-pence. 

Females — seven ounces of oatmeal in stirabout, and one pint of buttermilk for breakfast. 
Dinner — twelve ounces of bread and three quarters of a pint new-milk. 

The provisions are regularly inspected by the chaplains. The bread, milk, and oatmeal 
were all of excellent quality. There were no complaints. 

Contracts. — Oatmeal, per cwt., 9s. Id. ; new-milk, per gallon, 3d. ; buttermilk, do., 

The bread is baked in the gaol, and the cost three farthings per pound. 

Books and Accounts. 

^ The books appeared to be all regular, and the checks on the daily consumption sufficient. 
The sum returned to me as profits on trades and employments, from the 1st of January to 
the 1st of October, was £11 9 7s. 8 d.; but I could not at all understand how it was mnde out, 
for there was no entry in the book produced to me (in which I was told the account was 
kept) since the last spring assizes. 





Officers 


and Salaries. 




Wm. Cony. Esq., Local Inspector, 


£ 

80 


s. 

0 


d. 

0 


1st Turnkey, Hamilton Morrison, 


£ 

35 


Hon. and Rev. J. C. Maude, Pro- 








2nd do. Robert Gough, 


29 


testant Chaplain, 


30 


0 


0 


3rd Turnkey, John Boyd, 


29 


Rev. E. Stephenson, Presbyterian 








4th do. Thomas Boyle, 


29 


Chaplain, - 


30 


0 


0 


5th do. William Clegg, 


29 


Rev. Daniel Boylan, Roman Catho- 








6th do. James Drennan, 


29 


lic Chaplain, - 


30 


0 


0 


7th do. James Carson, 


29 


G. A. Nixon, Surgeon, - 




— 




William Hunter, Schoolmaster, 


25 


James Jeffers, Governor, 


150 


0 


0 


Jane Hunter, Hospital Nurse, 


18 


Margaret Morrison, Matron, 


31 


0 


0 


Patrick Hall, Providore, 


30 



The surgeon’s salary is included in the amount paid to him by the county for his at- 
tendance at the Infirmary and Gaol. 



North District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

Count y of Fermanagh 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 
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North District. 




Officers' 


Visits. 


Reports on separate 
Prisons. 


Local Inspector, 


- 214 1 


Presbyterian or' Dissenting 




Surgeon, 


- 372 


Roman Catholic 


County of Fermanagh 
Gaol. 


Protestant Chaplain, 


- 110 | 





The subordinate officers appeared to be efficient men. I regretted to perceive that they 
do not wear uniform, its adoption would tend much to the appearance of order and disci- 
pline in the turnkeys, either on duty or when absent from the gaol. 



Hospitals. 



Lunatics. 



Hospitals. 

The hospitals are well constructed, commodious, and well-ventiiated. There were thirteen 
males and six females in the sick list, but no very serious cases. The cost of medicine having 
been brought under my notice, I obtained a return of the amount charged for the last two 
years, which was as follows — From summer assizes, 184-8, to summer assizes, 1849, £68 6s Id 
number in hospital during same period, 237; total number of days. 6208. Cost of medicine 
from summer assizes, 1849, to summer assizes, 1850, £43 16.9.; number in hospital during 
same period, 245; total number of days, 6121. Although this charge appears to be high 
for the first year, it is by no means so for the last; and it should be borne in mind 
that the apothecary does not receive any salary. The number admitted into hospital’ 
and the total number of days each year, considerably exceed the numbers returned to me 
for the same periods in other gaols in the northern district, and where the average num- 
ber of prisoners is greater than in this gaol. ° 

Lunatics. 



There were four male lunatics ; they were placed in the upper story of the hospital, which 
is reached by a separate entrance. They were in charge of two well conducted prisoners, 
and appeared to be quite harmless. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 

The members are : — 



Board of Superintendence. 



William D’Arcy, Esq. 

Earl of Enniskillen, 

Rev. J. G. Porter. 

Hon. and Rev. J. C. Maude. 



Henry M. Richardson, Esq. 
William Archdall, Esq. 
Captain Morony. 

Charles Ovenden, Esq. 



j Paul Dane, Esq. 

George Brooke, Esq. 

I James Lendrum, Esq. 
j Robert Archdall, Esq. 



The Board has no fixed days of meeting, but is summoned as required by the Local In- 
spector, and there is always a good attendance. Whenever it is found necessary the Board 
adjourns from time to time according to the business brought before them. The accounts 
are examined frequently, and passed at each assizes. The bills are discharged as required 
by cheques, signed by three members of the Board. The amount; to the credit of the Board 
at the last assizes rendered it unnecessary j lo present any money in advance to meet the 
current expenses of the gaol. 



GeneralObservations, 



General Obsei-vations. 



Bridewells. 



The Governor was absent (attending quarter sessions at Newtownbutler) on the first day 
o rny inspection. I was accompanied, however, round the gaol by the Local Inspector and 
} found it clean, orderly, and generally well arranged. It is to be regretted 
at the plan of the new part of this gaol was not more comprehensive, and that a chapel, 
governor s house, additional accommodation for the female department, and larger cook- 
nouse and store were not induded in the original estimate. It is, however, to be hoped 
at the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence will see thenecessity of providing, at no 




Bridewells. 



Newtownbutler.— J. inspected this bridewell in July last. I found it in a very filthy and 
isorderly state ; there were no prisoners at the time of my visit, but I was told that ten had 
en confined here on the 17th of the previous month, and I do believe that since then the 
.. 0 cr\ n0t , n °P ene dj or the beds folded. There was no entry in the registry since 
°* December, a period of nearly seven months. A file was produced to me on 
j P were se . v f, committals quite regular, but in most cases the memorandums of the 
y ot committal and discharge of the prisoners were in the bridewell keeper’s handwriting. 
t v oes not reside in the bridewell, but kee^s a shop at a short distance, for the sale of 
ODacco, snuff, groceries, hardware, fcc. His salary is £20 per annum. I must, in justice 
1 he , a PP eare( j to be a very respectable man, but I should say altogether 
above his business as keeper of a bridewell. 

James Galwey, Inspector-General . 
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County of Leitrim Gaol, at Carrick-on-Shannon. — Visited 2nd August, 1850. 
State and Accommodation. 

Morning state : — 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males 


Females. 


Master debtors, . 


2 


_ 


Lunatics, 


. _ 


1 


Poor do. 


19 


3 


Crown witnesses, 


. 1 


- 


Felons convicted, 


38 


12 


Sick in hospital, . 


. 7 


2 


Misdemeanants, do. 


1 


2 








Felons untried, . 


5 


_ 




113 


48 


Under revenue laws, . 


4 


2 


Total, 




161 


Committed summarily, 


36 


2^ 









The above shows a decrease of 19 as compared with the number at the last inspection. 
The accommodation consists of 81 single cells, and 12 rooms with beds, and the prisoners 
certainly did not appear to suffer as much as in most other gaols that I have visited from being 
over-crowded. The clothing, bedding, and all necessaries for the use of the prisoners, were 
good and sufficient. There is an ample supply of water worked by the tread-wheel. There 
were 18 convicts, all males; there were also a number of boys committed for absconding 
from the workhouse, and 32 of all classes, men, women, and children, for begging in the 
streets. The number of commitments during the year were, males, 1,599; females, 
196 ; re-commitments, males, 23 ; females, 45 ; greatest number in gaol at one time, males, 
168 ; females, 50 ; average males, 123 ; females, 41. The punishments were few and light, 
only 22 altogether since the 1st of January last. 



. 'Employment and Schools. 

Some little trade employmenthas been adopted since the last inspection, and theclothing, which 
at that time was contracted for, is now made up in the gaol. Stone- breaking is carried on to 
some extent, and the material supplied for keeping in repair about a mile of the public road, in 
the neighbourhood of the gaol, and the footpaths through the town. There are a number of se- 
parate sheds for stone-breaking, but they defeat the purpose for which they were in tended, as se- 
veral of the bricks in the partition walls have been removed, and theprisoners can freely converse 
with each other when at work. The Local Inspector, however, assured me it was intended 
to replace the bricks, and raise the division walls, and I should say it would be an improve- 
ment if they were plastered and rough cast after being repaired. There is a regular school- 
master, and each turnkey assists in teaching his particular class. All the prisoners receive 
two hours’ instruction daily ; some of the boys appeared to have made considerable progress 
in reading, and writing, and arithmetic. 



Female Department. 

The female prisoners occupy the old gaol, which is small and gloomy ; it, however, was 
remarkably clean and well ventilated. Ten women were employed at spinning; the yarn is 
made up for sheeting by contract at 1-^Z. per yard. Nearly all the remainder of the prisoners 
were employed in making shirts, washing, and prison duties. The laundry is small but 
well managed ; and what was formerly the entrance hall is now being converted into a 
drying-room, which is much required, and this apartment will answer the purpose ad- 
mirably. There were a number of women with very young children ; the latter received 
great care and attention from the matron and her assistant, both of whom appeared most 
respectable and attentive to their duties. 



Dietary. 

The dietary is as follows : 

1st Class — Males : breakfast. — 8 oz. Indian meal, and I pint new-milk. Dinner. — 14 
oz. bread (2nd flour), 1 pint new-milk. 

2nd Class — Females : breakfast. — 7 oz. Indian meal, and £ pint new-milk. Dinner. — 
12 oz. bread (,2nd quality), £ pint new-milk. 

3rd Class — Children : breakfast. — 5 oz. Indian meal, and pint new-milk. Dinner. — 
10 oz. bread (2nd quality), £ pint new-milk. 

The provisions are regularly inspected by the Protestant Chaplain but on reference to 
the visitors’ book I regretted to observe that no inspection was made by the Roman Catholic 
Chaplain since the 10th of June last. There were, however, no complaints, and the bread, 
milk, and meal, produced to me were all of excellent quality. Contracts. — Bread, per lb. 
(1st quality) l^d. ; ditto (second quality), Indian meal, per cwt. 8s. 3d.; new-milk, per 
gallon, 3 hd. 



Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are neatly kept, and appeared to me to be correct; but I should 
say that the orders for the general disbursements of the gaol should be given by the Local 
Inspector and not by the Governor, as is here the practice. 



North District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Leitrim 
Gaol. 

Visited August 2, 
1850. 

State ancl Accommo- 
dation. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 
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North District. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Reports on separate 

Prisons. W. J. Peyton, Esq. Local Inspector, 

Rev. W. A. Percy, Protes. Chap. 

County nf Leitnm y e ,.y R ev . Dr. Dawson, R. C. Chap. 

Gaol- Mr. W. P. Clerke, Governor, . 

Officers and Salaries, jj. r. Sweeny, Clerk, Turnkey, 
and Schoolmaster, . . 

Miss Moreton, Matron, . 

Margaret M'Culla, Turnkey, . 
Catherine Brady, Nursetender, 



£ 


s. 


d. 




£ 


s. 


d. 


13 6 


O 


0 


Mr. Michael Cooke, Head Turnkey, 


35 


0 


0 


30 


0 


0 


P. Darby, Turnkey, . . 


30 


0 


0 


80 


0 


0 


Wm. Douglass, do. 


30 


0 


0 


150 


0 


0 


Martin M'Guire, do. 


30 


0 


0 








John M'Kean, do. 


30 


0 


0 


36 


0 


0 


Hugh Tonycliff, do. 


30 


0 


0 


30 


0 


0 


John Armstrong, do. 


30 


0 


0 


15 


0 


0 


Thomas Woods, do. 


30 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 | Patrick Ferguson, do. 


30 


0 


0 



Officers’ Visits. Officers' Visits during the past Year. 

Local Inspector, . 230 I Protestant Chaplain, . 80 

Surgeon, . . 350 | Roman Catholic Chaplain, 77 



Hos P !tal3 ' Hospitals. 

There is a male and female hospital ; they are small but convenient, clean, and well venti- 
lated ; there were 7 males and 2 females sick at the time of my visit, but no serious cases. The 
medicines are purchased in Dublin, and an apothecary is employed at a salary of £20 per 
annum. The cost of medicine appears to me to be enormously high; for the year ending 
at summer assizes, 1849, the amount was £87 Os. 7 d. ; number in hospital during that 
period, 169 ; and total number of days, 4-, 903. For the same period, in 1850, the amount 
was £58 15s. 9 d.; number in hospital, 157 ; and total number of days, 5,019. The cost 
of medicines for the above periods in the Mayo gaol, where there were double the number 
admitted into hospital, and double the total number of days, averaged at £15 per annum. 
Again, at Sligo, from March, 1848, to March, 1849, the total number of days was 3,436, 
and the cost of medicine £6 5s. Id. ; for the same period, 1849 to 1850, 4,307 days, 
£11 Is. 2 d. At Lifford gaol for the same periods, 1848 to 1849, £4 Is. 10<f. ; and for 
1849 to 1850, £11 5s. 0 d. In conclusion I must observe, that taking all the gaols I have 
visited the average cost of medicine for each does not amount to one-third of the sums 
as above returned to me for the Carrick-on-Shannon gaol. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board meets the first Friday in each month ; the bills are then examined and paid, 
which is an admirable practice — the accounts are thus more easily checked than when 
carried on from one assizes to another, which, I regret to say, is the practice in most other 
gaols that I have visited. 



Lord Viscount Clements. 
John Reynolds Peyton, Esq. 
Francis La Touche, Esq. 
Simon Armstrong, Esq. 
Captain Charles Cox. 

A. T. V. L. Burchall, Esq. 



7. John H. Peyton, Esq. 

8. Alexander Fares, Esq. 

9- E. K. Tenison, Esq., m.p. 

10. George H. C. Peyton, Esq. 

11. William A. Lawder, Esq. 

12. John Lawder, Esq. 



• General Observations. 

I found this gaol very clean and orderly in all its departments. The Governor is a young 
man, and has been only a year appointed to the office ; he seems attentive and efficient, and 
most anxious to carry out still further the system of useful works, which has already been 
commenced under his superintendence. Many of the turnkeys are tradesmen, and they seem 
well disposed and attentive; it would, therefore, be most desirable that useful employment 
should be followed to a greater extent, and which, perhaps, is the best foundation for the 
proper discipline of a gaol. 



Bridewells. 

Ballinamore . — There were only 2 male and 2 female prisoners at the time of my visit ; 
and 87 had been confined here since the commencement of the last quarter. Dietary: 
breakfast — 8 oz. Indian meal made into stirabout, and 1 pint of buttermilk for males ; 7 oz. 
for females. Dinner — 1 lb. of bread, and. 1 pint of new-milk for males, and half a pint for 
females. Average cost for each prisoner per day, S|d. The bridewell was clean, and the 
registry correct. Keeper’s salary .s£30 per annum. 

Manorhamilton . — There were no prisoners here at the time of my visit, and only 17 have 
been confined since the 1st of July, and 225 for the previous quarter. Dietary, 8 oz. Indian meal, 
and £ pint of buttermilk for breakfast; 14 oz. of bread, and 1 pint of new-milk for dinner. 
Average cost for each prisoner per day, 3d. The bridwell was remarkably clean and orderly, 
and the registry correct. Keeper’s salary £30 per annum. It is regularly visited by the 
Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Thompson. The Local Inspector of the County Gaol also 
visits the bridewells periodically, and it is quite evident that they have improved in every 
respect under his supervision. 

James Galwey, Inspector-General. 
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County of Londonderry Gaol, at Londonderry. — Visited 26th & 27th June, 1850. 



State and Accommodation. 



The prisoners in this gaol on the 27th were classified as follows : — 



Classes. Males. Females. 



Master debtors, . . 10 

Pauper do. . . 3 

Felons convicted, . . 50 21 

Misdemeanants do. . 5 4 

Felons untried, . . 8 7 

Misdemeanants do. . 1 1 

Vagrants, . 30 

Soldiers tried, . . 5 _ 



Classes. 

Revenue Laws, 
Drunkards, 

Committed summarily, 
Lunatics, 

Crown witnesses, . 



Total, 



Males. Females. 
4 

. 3 2 

. 15 20 

. 2 



106 87 

193 



The above return shows an increase of 23 over the number at the last inspection, but there 
being extensive accommodation, the gaol is by no means so crowded as others that I have 
lately visited in the northern district. There were 11 male and 2 female convicts. All the 
prisoners are supplied with clothing. Two of the day-rooms (of which there are altogether 
twenty-two) have lately been divided into six compartments, for the purpose of carrying oil 
some useful employment; it is to be hoped that they may soon be occupied for that purpose; 
and it would be most desirable if more of those apartments, which can well be spared, were 
fitted up m the same manner. The commitments during the past year were, males 1,000, 
females 534. Re-commitments, males 28, females 19. Greatest number in the gaol at one 
time, males 129, females 96. Average, males 112, females 53. The punishments were few; 
48 since the 1st of January, and all of a very light character. 



Employment and Schools. 

The principal employment is stone-breaking, for which there are no less than thirty- 
seven diflerent apartments. The stones are purchased at Is. 9 \d. per ton, and sold when 
broken at 2s. id. There were four shoemakers, four tailors, and two carpenters at work 
All the prisoners wear clogs, which are made in the gaol. There is no tread-wheel. There 
was no school at the time of my visit, the schoolmaster being ill ; but I was informed by the 
Local Inspector that the prisoners are regularly instructed, and that the schoolmaster was 
attentive to his duties. 



Female Department. 

This department is under the charge of a matron and an assistant; there was little or 
nothing for them to do apparently. There were seven women with very young children, 
and thirty committed fdr trial as vagrants. The school appeared to be well conducted. A 
separate kitchen, which was much required, has lately been erected for the use of this 
department. 

Dietary. 

Breakfast : Males— S 02 . oatmeal, 1 pint buttermilk. Females— 7 oz. oatmeal, 1 pint 

buttermilk. Children — 5 oz. oatmeal, 1 pint buttermilk. 

Dinner: Males— 14 oz. bread, 1 pint new-milk. Females— 12 oz. bread, £ pint new- 

milk. Children — 10 oz. bread, £ pint new-milk. 

The cost of dietary for each prisoner per day is, for males 2 -tf. 2 d. ; females, 2 J 6 d. Some 
complaints were made of the quality of the provisions; but, on inquiry, they appeared to be 
without just cause. The bread, milk, and oatmeal were all of excellent quality. The con- 
tracts were taken at very low figures; they are as follows :— bread, per lb. l T s u d.; oatmeal 
per cwt. 9s. 5d Indian meal, per cwt. 7s. 5d.; new-milk, per gallon, 4 M. ; buttermilk, net- 
score of 20 quarts, 8 $d. 1 

Boohs and Accounts. 

The books and accounts all appeared to be regularly kept; but I must say that I should 
like to see a more satisfactory mode of check on the daily consumption account. All the 
contingent expenses were quite regular and correct. 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, 

Protestant Chaplain, 



Officers' Visits. 

154 I Prcsb. or Dissenting Chaplain, 
139 Roman Catholic do. 

100 



Officers’ 
£ s. d. 

Local Insp. — Alex. Skipton, Esq. m.d. 90 0 0 



Chaplain — Rev. R. Higginbotham . 40 3 1 
Presb. do. — Rev. Wm. M‘Clure . 46 3 1 
It. Catholic do. — Rev. H. Nugent . 46 3 1 
Governor — Samuel Kitchen, . . 130 0 0 

Deputy do. — Thomas Lecky . . GO 0 0 

Clerk — Robert Miller . . 30 0 0 

1st Turnkey — John Adams . . 30 0 0 



Salaries. 

2nd Turnkey— Thomas Swan 
3rd do. Benjamin Wilson 

4th do. Robert Cusack 

5th do. Thomas Craig 

Schoolmaster — James Hanan 
Matron — Mary Cooper 
Assistant do. — Eliza Kennedy 
Hospital Nurse — Letitia Wilson 



211 

87 



£ s. d. 
• 28 0 0 

• 25 0 0 

• 22 0 0 
• 20 0 0 
. 30 0 0 

• 30 0 0 

• 20 0 0 
>12 0 0 
F 



North District. 
Reports on separate 

County of Londonderry 
Gaol. 

Visited June 26/ft 
and 27th, 1850. 

State and Accommo- 
dation. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accouuts. 



Officers’ Visits. 



Officers’ Salaries. 
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North District. Out of eight subordinate officers only one is a tradesman, which renders it almost impos- 

„ sible to carry on useful employment to any extent in the eaol. F 

Reports on separate J ° 



County of L ondonderry 
Gaol. 
Hospitals. 



Hospitals. 

Both hospitals were very clean and well ventilated, and only one male inmate ; but 29 cases 
altogether since the 1st of January, and 107 for the year ending the 31st December last. 
The medicines are supplied by an apothecary in the town, who gives his attendance 
when required, bul is only paid for the medicine, the cost of which for the last year amounted 



There were two male lunatics; they were under the charge of two of the prisoners, and 
appeared to be quite harmless. 

Board of Superintendence. 

The Board meets the second Monday in each month, and there is generally a <*ood 
attendance ; the provision bills are then paid, and the other accounts discharged half-yearly. 
The total cost of the gaol for the year 1848 was £2,563 2s. 2d., and for J 849 
£2,322 Is. Id. 



General Observations. 



The Mayor of Deny, for the time being. 
Sir Robert Feguson, Bart., m.p., j.p. 

Sir Robert Bateson, Baal;., j.p. 

Thomas Scott, Esq., j.p. 

Wm. H. Ash, Esq., j.p. 

Janies Murray, Esq., j.p. 



Wm. Green, Esq., j.p. 
Anthony Babington, Esq. 
John Dysart, Esq. j.p. 

Marcus M'Causland, Esq., j.p. 
Harvey Nicholson, Esq., j.p. 
John B. Beresford, Esq., j.p 



General Observations, 

I visited this gad on the evening of the 28th, at 7 o’clock, and everything appeared to 
be quiet and orderly. I inspected it the following day in all its departments, and found it 
clean and well ventilated. It is to be regretted that more useful employment is not adopted ; 
there is abundance of room for a system of trade-labour being carried on to a considerable ex- 
tent. One of the male prisoners, who was undergoing a sentence of six months’ imprisonment 
for robbery, escaped from the gaol in the day time, on the 24th instant. It was stated to me 
by the Governor that this man got out of the prison concealed in or under one of the carts 
removing broken stones ; the turnkey in this department at the time of the escape, to say 
the least of it, showed a great want of vigilance. It appears, too, by the Governor’s 
journal, that on the same evening another turnkey was guilty of a gross breach of dis- 
cipline, by absenting himself for several hours from the gaol in defiance of the Governor’s 
orders. 

With reference to the bridewells of this county it is but justice to state, that I found 
them without exception the cleanest, most orderly, and well found in all necessaries, of 
any that I had visited ; at the same time I must observe, that the dietary of the prison- 
ers is above the regulated allowance: and I would also call the attention of the Grand 
Jury to the great difference in the prices charged in each bridewell ; and from the inquiries 
I made, I can see no reason why the prisoners at Newtown limavady and Coleraine should 
not be maintained at the same rate as at Magherafelt, where everything connected with the 
bridewell is conducted in the most satisfactory manner. 

Bridewells. 

Coleraine, visited June 28th. — There were no prisoners here at the time of my visit, 15 
having been transmitted to the County Gaol that morning ; 103 were confined here since 
the commencement of the quarter, the 1st of April last. Dietary— 8 oz. of oatmeal 
made into stirabout, and one pint of new-milk for breakfast; 1 lb. of bread, and 1 pint of 
new-milk for dinner. Cost for each prisoner per day, 6d. The bridewell is regularly 
visited by the Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. O’Hara. 

Newtownlimavady.— There were sixty-nine prisoners confined here since the 1st of 
April. Dietary the same as at Coleraine, but the charge per day, 5d. Regularly visited 
by the Local Inspector, the Rev. John Olphert. 

Magherafelt.— Seventy prisoners had been confined here in the last quarter. Dietary 
same as m the other bridewells, but the charge only per day for each prisoner. The 
Key. Mr. Irwin, the Local Inspector, takes a great interest in the management of this bride- 
well, and the keeper appears to be a very respectable man. 

James Galwey, Inspector- General. 



C unly of Longford 
Gaol. 

Visited August 23, 
1850. 



County op Longford Gaol. — Visited on the 23 rd August, 1850, 
State and Accommodation. 

£ n . and Acc ° mm °' The numbers in custody on the day of my inspection were as follows 
Males. Females. 



Classes. 
Master debtors. 
Poor do. . 
Felons convicted, 
Misdemeanants do., 
F elons untried 
Misdemeanants do. 



. 15 
. 48 



Classes. Males. 
Vagrants, . . 2 

Committed summarily, . 26 
Lunatics, . . _ 



Females. 



Total, 



130 



174 
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This is a diminution of 37 from the number in the last report. The accommodation 
consists of 63 single cells, 1 8 rooms with beds, and 1 1 day-rooms. There were 26 male, and 2 
female convicts. The males were in a class by themselves, and altogether kept separate from 
the other prisoners ; they are not, however, employed in any way but at the tread-wheel, for a 
short time morning and evening, and which was at their own request, for the purpose of taking 
exercise. The clothing, bedding, blankets, & c., are all made up in the gaol. There were 
IIS suits of clothing for males in store, 90 of which were shortly to be issued to the 
prisoners. The debtors’ department is, I should say, unnecessarily large for that class; and 
if an alteration could be effected, considerable additional accommodation might be obtained, 
which, under existing circumstances, would be most desirable. There are sixteen separate 
work-cells, two or three of which only are used for stone-breaking; it is to be regretted that 
they are not all turned to some useful purpose, each being sufficiently large to hold a loom, 
thirteen of which were idle at the time of my inspection. The commitments during the 
past year were: males, 985; females, 358. Greatest number at one time — males, 158; 
females, 57. Average — males, 129 ; females, 47. The punishments were few, and of a light 
character, there being only 28 since the 1st of January last. 

'Employment and Schools. 

There was not much profitable employment going on in the gaol at the time of my visit. 
There was a stock of manufactured articles in store, which the Governor stated he found it im- 
possible to get sale for, hence the profits of works were very trifling for the last year. 

The clerk acts as schoolmaster ; he is not assisted by the turnkeys. I should say the 
clerk’s time is too much taken up with the accounts to enable him to give much attention to 
the school. A registry is kept, but I regret to say it did not appear that much progress had 
been made by those receiving instruction. 

Female "Department . 

A number of the females were employed in spinning, carding, and needle-work. They 
were divided into two classes, according to character. The matron had been only a few 
weeks appointed ; she appeared to be a respectable person, and attentive to her duties. The 
whole place was remarkably clean and orderly. 



Dietary. 

Males : Breakfast — 8 oz. of meal made into stirabout, and one pint of buttermilk. 
Dinner — 14 oz. of wheaten bread, and one pint of new-milk. 

Females : — Breakfast — 7 oz. of meal made into stirabout, and one pint of buttermilk. 
Dinner — 12 oz. of wheaten bread and three-quarters of a pint of new-milk. 

The bread is made of whole flour and baked in the gaol. The wheat is purchased by 
the Governor and ground in a mill worked by the prisoners. The provisions are regularly 
inspected by the chaplains. The bread was of excellent quality. 

Average cost of dietary per day for each prisoner : males, 2 \d . ; females, 2d. 

There were no contracts but for milk. New-milk per gallon, 4 £d . ; buttermilk do. 2d. 
Some of the officers are on gaol allowance. 



Books and Accounts. 

The books are kept by the clerk under the superintendence of the Governor. The latter 
went through all the accounts of the gaol most minutely; and I am bound to state they ap- 
peared regular in every particular, and the checks satisfactory. 



Number of Visits paid by each Officer during the past year. 

Local Inspector, . .111 I Presbyterian Chaplain . 1 14 

Surgeon, . . . 117 I Roman Catholic do. . 171 

Protestant Chaplain, . 202 | 



Officers and Salaries. 



£ s. 

William Walker, Esq., Local Inspector, 75 0 
Rev. Robert J. Card, Protestant Chap. 36 18 
Rev. Thos. Kennedy, Presbyterian do. 36 18 
Rev. Philip Duffy, Roman Catholic do. 36 18 



Xienry Jicigewortn, Ji.sq., surgeon, . — — 

Hugh M'Fadden, Esq. Governor . 200 0 

George Hyde, m.d. Apothecary . 65 0 

Sarah Wilson, Matron . . 40 0 

James Chambers, Inner Turnkey . 35 0 

James Spallon, Outer Turnkey . 35 0 



H. Robinson, Clerk and Schoolmaster 30 0 



d. 

0 

6 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



£ s. d' 

W.Cooke, Superintendent Treadwlxeel 30 0 0 
Edward Kenny, Turnkey . . 30 0 0 

John Mulligan, Turnkey & Carpenter 30 0 0 
Edward Reid, Turnkey and Tailor . 30 0 0 
Rt. M'Nally, Turnkey and Messenger 30 0 0 
Christopher Duggan, Miller . 40 0 0 

Mary Taylor, Female Turnkey . 15 0 0 



£795 15 6 



The turnkeys, I am sorry to observe, do not wear uniform. Trifling as this may appear, 
it detracts much from the order and discipline which should be apparent in any department 
of a gaol. The wages of the miller appear to me to be very high. There is an excellent 
one employed at the Mullingar gaol, and his salary is £20 per year, without rations. 



North District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Longford. 
Gaol. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers’ Visits. 



Officers and Salaries. 
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North Djstrict. Hospitals. 

There are two hospitals ; both were very clean and well ventilated. There were seven 

BeporK^n separate ^ two f ema i es at the time of my visit ; all light cases. The surgeon receives no 

‘ separate salary for attending the gaol, it being included in that for his attendance at the 

County of Longford County Infirmary. An apothecary is paid £65 a year by contract for medicine and attend- 
„ . , Gao1 ' ance, which appears to me to be enormously high in comparison with other prisons. The 

Hospitas. number admitted into hospital from March Assizes, 1849, to the same period, 1850, was 

108, and total number of days, 2,653. The cost of medicine for the above periods in the 
Mayo gaol, where there were double the number admitted into hospital, and double the total 
number of days, averaged at £15 per annum. Again, at Sligo, from March, ISIS, to 
March, 1849, the total number of days was 3,436, aud tile cost of medicine £6 5s. Id; for 
the same period, 1849 to, 1860, 4,307 days, £11 Is. 2d. At Lifford gaol, for the same pe- 
riods, 1848 to 1849, £4 - ls. lOr/; and for 1849 to 1850, £ll 5s. Or/.; and the apothe- 
cary’s salary at Lifford is £15 per annum. 



Board Of Soperinten- Board of Superintendence. 

dence. J 

The meetings of the Board are not very regular, but there is generally a good attendance 
when summoned by the Local Inspector. The turnkeys are paid monthly, but the general 
accounts are discharged half-yearly. 

*■**?■ Members. 



General Observa- 



Samuel W. Blackall, Esq., M.P., j.p. 
Richard M. Fox, Esq., M.P., j.p. 
Thomas N. Edgeworth, Esq., d.l. 
John Shuldham, Esq., j.p. 

Henry Musters, Esq., j.p. 

William Lewis, Esq., j.p. 



John Crawford, Esq., j.p. 
Ambrose Bole, Esq., J.p. 
George Evers, Esq., j.p. 
William Webb, Esq., J.P. 
Edward E. Hill, Esq., R.M. 
Edward Ledwith, Esq., j.p. 



General Observations. 



The state of this gaol on the day of my inspection, as to cleanliness and general good 
order, was highly to the credit of those in charge of the establishment, the more especially as 
the prison, although not so crowded as of late, has double the number for which proper 
accommodation could be provided. Under these circumstances I can only add, that in all 
matters that depend upon the supervision of the officers, I had every reason to be pleased 
with the general management of this gaol. 

James Gaiavey, Inspector-General. 



County of Louth Gaol. 
Visited November 9, 
1850. 

State anil Accommo- 
dation. 



County of Louth Gaol. — Visited on the 9th November, 1850. 



State and Accommodation. 

Morning state : — 



Classes. 


Males. Females. 


Classes. 


Males. Females. 


Master debtors. 


3 


_ 


Soldiers tried, 


2 


Poor do. 


2 


- 


Committed summarily, 


16 9 


Felons convicted . 


. 36 


18 


Lunatics, 


2 1 


Misdemeanants do. 


9 


1 




— 


Felons untried, 


6 


2 




77 31 


Misdemeanants do . 


1 


- 


Total, . 


108 



This is a diminution of thirty-eight from the number confined at the last inspection ; 
still the gaol was crowded, there being only thirty-six single cells, four cells fitted up with 
three cots in each, and eleven rooms with beds. Classification cannot be adopted but to 
a very limited extent,' from want of accommodation ; hut silence is enforced during work 
hours and at meals. The prisoners were well clothed, the bedding clean and in good 
order, the supply of water sufficient. The gaol throughout was clean and orderly. The 
commitments during the year were — males, 879; females, 302. Re-commitments — males, 
124; females . 57. Greatest number in gaol at one time— males, 102; females, 50. 
Average — moles, 86 ; females, 33. There were no complaints. 

Employment and Employment and Schools. 

The employments were weaving linen, mat-malting, repairing gaol clothing aud 
shoes, stone breaking, and prison duties. The profits of works, for the year ending 
at last summer assizes, amounted to £184 14s. 7 d. for the male department, and 
£88 2s. 10 d. for the female ; total, £272 17s. 5 d. 

The school is well conducted under the superintendence of a paid schoolmaster, and 
several of the prisoners whom I examined, appeared to have made considerable progress 
under his tuition. 

Female Department Female Department. 

This department is as well arranged as could be expected, but want of space renders 
classification out of the question. The place was very clean and orderly. Nearly all the 
prisoners were employed one way or another at the time of my visit. They receive school 
instruction daily for two hours from the assistant matron, who also attends the hospital 
when required, • 
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Dietary. 

_ dietary was according to order, and the quality of the provisions excellent. They 
are regularly inspected by the chaplains. Average cost of each prisoner per day, 2 \d. 
llie contracts are — Bread, per lb. Id.; oatmeal per cwt., 11s. 6 d. ; Indian do., 8s. 8 d. ; 
new-roilk, per gallon, id. 



Books and Accounts. 

The Local Inspector was absent on business at the time of my inspection ; I, therefore, 
had not an opportunity of seeing the whole of the accounts. However, I was quite satisfied, 
on my examination of the books, that the system adopted is a good one, and the 
check on the daily consumption account clear and satisfactory. 



Officers and 
£ s. d. 1 

Rev. J . H. Allpress, Local Inspector, 50 0 0 
Do. Protestant Chaplain, 36 18 6 



Rev. J. Beatty, Presbyterian do. 36 18 6 
Rev. M. Keiran, Roman Catholic do. 36 18 6 

Mr. F. Scott, Apothecary, . 15 0 0 

Mr. F. Lamb, Governor, . . 176 15 6 

Henry Sloan, 1st Turnkey . . 40 0 0 

Thomas M'Cullagh, 2nd do. . 30 0 0 



Salaries. 

£ s. d. 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
20 0 0 



James Reilly, 3rd Turnkey, 
Thomas Gilliard, 4th do. 
William Dysart, 5th do. . 
John M'Cullagh, 6th do. 
William M'Cue, Schoolmaster, 
Mi's. M. A. Mangin, Matron, 
Miss Stewart, Assistant do. 



Officers' Visits. 

The officers’ visits during the year were : — 



Local Inspector and Protestant Chaplain, . . 342 

Surgeon X73 

Roman Catholic Chaplain 131 



The Governor, Mr. Lamb, appeal's to be a steady, efficient officer. The turnkeys wear 
uniform ; they are young and active, and appeared attentive to their duties. The surgeon 
is paid by the county for his attendance jointly at the gaol and infirmary. b 



Hospital. 

The hospital was very clean and well ventilated. There were no inmates at the time 
of my visit. The cost of medicine, in comparison with other gaols, appeal's to be very 
high. The apothecary’s salary is £15 per annum, and the cost of medicine, from sum- 
mer assizes, 1848, to summer assizes, 1849, was £16 7s. 2d. Number in hospital during 
that period, 18 ; and total number of days, 262. Cost of medicine, from summer assizes^ 
1849, to last summer assizes, £9 18s. Id. Number in hospital 14 ; and total number of 
days, 436. There were two male lunatics and one female ; they were well taken care of, 
and appeared to be very harmless. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board meets quarterly and when summoned by the Local Inspector, there is 
generally a good attendance. The members in rotation inspect the gaol monthly, which 
is an excellent practice, and one I should be glad to see adopted in other gaols. The 
members are : — 



Right Hon. Earl of Roden, 
Sir Allen E. Bellingham, 
Thomas Fortescue, Esq. 
Graham Johnston, Esq. 
John J. Bigger, Esq. 
James W. H‘Ncale, Esq. 



Edward Tipping, Esq. 
John Townley, Esq. 

J ames Tipping, Esq. 
Thomas Coleman, Esq. 
John G. Coddington, Esq. 
John Black, Esq. 



General Observations. 

My report upon this gaol is necessarily short ; the inconveniences and want of accom- 
modation will before many months be remedied by the transfer of the prisoners to the 
new gaol. I visited the latter with much pleasure ; the site is an excellent one ; I was 
accompanied through every part of the building by Mr. Jones, the clerk of the works, who 
afforded me every information as to the details. The arrangements all appeared to me to 
be admirable ; the materials of the veiy best description, and as far as it has gone, every 
thing finished in the best possible manner. 

Brideioells. 

Ardee. — Only one prisoner here at the time of my visit; thirty- one since the com- 
mencement of the quarter. Books correct ; prison clean and orderly ; dietary according 
to order, and cost moderate. Prisoners regularly transmitted to the county gaol; occa- 
sionally visited by Local Inspector, and frequently by a member of the Board of Super- 
intendence. .Keeper’s salary £40 per annum. 

James Galwey, Inspector-General. 



North District. 

Reports on Separate 
Prisons. 

Count y of Louth Gaol. 
Dietary. 

Books and Accounts 



Officers and Salaries. 



Officers’ Visits. 



Hospital. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



General Observa- 
tions. 



Bridewells. 
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North District. COUNTY OF THE TOWN OF DROGHEDA GaOL. — VlSITED 24TH OCTOBER, 1850. 



Reports on separate 
Prisons. 



State and Accommodation. 



Count y of the Town of 
Drogheda Gaol. 
Visited October 24', 
1850. 

State and Accommo- 
dation. 



The number of prisoners confined in this gaol was seven less than at tlie last inspection. 
They were classified as follows : — 



Felons convicted. 
Misdemeanants ditto, 
Felons untried, 
Drunkards 



Males. Females. 
21 8 
3 — 

1 — 

2 — 



Lunatics, - 
Total, 



Males. Females. 

1 — 

28 8 
36 



The state and accommodation of this gaol are easily described ; there is no classification 
or trade employment ; there are sixteen cells, two solitary cells, and four rooms with beds. 
There is no regular chapel, hospital, or laundry, but rooms are set apart for these pur- 
poses ; there is no school. The pump is out of order, and the water used for the gaol is 
brought from a distance and paid for. The bedding with few exceptions was good, but not 
clean ; there were two male convicts. The debtors’ apartments, which are the best in the 
gaol, were unoccupied. The number of commitments dining the past year was, males 
302, females 220 ; re-commitments, males 174, females 162 ; a very large proportion. 
The punishments 34, and I was sorry to observe that they were principally for violent 
and disorderly conduct. 



Employment and Schools. 

So'hoo°r nent aUd The only employment is stone-breaking, and it will be seen that this is carried on 
but to a very limited extent, there being only three tons sold for the last twelve months, 
producing a profit of about two shillings. As before stated, there is no school. 

Female Department. 

Female Department. ihere were only eight females here; there is no classification or separation even 
according to character ; a few were occupied at needle-work, but it was evident that it was 
a mere temporary employment. There is only one sleeping apartment, which contains 
four beds; it forms the ante-room to the apartment appropriated for the female hospital. 
The matron’s salary is £6 per annum with rations. 



Dietary. 

The dietary was according to order ; a number of complaints were made both as to its 
quality and quantity ; I am convinced they were quite groundless ; the bread, milk, and 
oatmeal were all excellent ; and I was assured by the Local Inspector, who is also the 
Roman Catholic Chaplain, that the provisions were always unexceptionable. 



Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts did not appeal 1 to me to be at all accurately kept; the 
system of check ordered by the Board had not been adopted, and the daily consumption 
account was not posted up since the 20th of August last ; there were several alterations 
and erasures in the dietary account, which is kept by one of the turnkeys ; the Governor 
was unable to give any explanation as to these irregularities. The system laid down by 
the Board was clear and simple, and if followed would give a perfect check on the daily 
consumption account, and other disbursements of the gaol. 



Officers’ Visits. 



Officers' Visits. 

The officers’ visits during the past year were : — 



Local Inspector - - - - - -137 

Surgeon, - - - - - - - 114 

Protestant Chaplain and other clergymen acting for him - 126 

Roman Catholic Chaplain - - - - - 137 



The Protestant Chaplain resides in Dublin, and Iris duties are frequently performed by 
two other clergymen, one of whom resides in the town and the second in the country. I 
beg to direct the attention of the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence to the 89th 
section of the Prisons Act, which points out the duties to be performed by all chaplains 
of gaols. There are only two turnkeys, and I regret to state that they both appeared to be 
very inefficient officers. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Officers and Salaries. 
The officers and salaries are as follows: — 



£ s. d. 

Local Inspector, Rev. P. Hanratty, 10 0 0 
Protestant Chaplain, Rev. G. Needham 30 0 0 

Roman Catholicdo., Rev.P. Hanratty 80 0 0 
James Hughes, Governor, - 80 0 0 



William Totten, Turnkey, 
‘William Lowres do. 
Margaret M’Donnell, Matron - 



£ s. d. 

20 0 0 

20 0 0 

6 0 0 
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Hospital. 



North District. 



One large room is used as an hospital for males ; it had only one inmate at the time of 
my visit. The medicines are provided by an apothecary in the town, the cost of which 
lor the last year was ^6 5s. 5 d. Number in hospital 22; and total number of days 431. 
There was only one lunatic, and he appeared to be allowed to roam about the gaol as he 
pleased ; he was, however, quite harmless. 



Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of the Town of 
Drogheda Gaol. 
Hospital. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board meets twice in each month ; the accounts are checked before, and the pay- 
ments made after each assizes. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



Patrick Mathews, Esq., Mayor, 
Thomas Carty, Esq., j.p. 

James Mathews, Esq., j.p. 
Christopher Jordan, Esq., j.p. 
Francis Donagh, Esq., j.p. 



Patrick Boylan, Esq. 
Patrick Behan, Esq. 
Bobert Hardman, Esq. 
John Drew, Esq. 

Felix M'Cabe, Esq. 



General Observations. General Observa- 

I found this gaol tolerably clean, but I regret to add, in an irregular and disorderly tI ° nS ' 
state. The Governor was absent on prison business at the time of my visit, but shortly 
returned ; in the meantime I went round the gaol and found everything in the greatest 
confusion ; and it appeared to me that neither order nor discipline was in the slightest 
degree observed in the prison. On my entrance, the doors leading to the yards and day- 
rooms were all open, and the prisoners under no control whatever ; their manner, too, and 
replies when I addressed them, most disrespectful. On visiting the solitary cells I 
found three men confined in one of them, two of whom were committed for drunkenness, 
and the third had been awarded three days’ solitary confinement for riotous conduct and 
severely biting one of the other prisoners ; the second solitary cell was empty. When the 
Governor returned, I again went round the prison, and on my pointing out the total want of 
regularity and. discipline in the gaol, the only explanation I could get was, that if I had 
given him notice of my visit I should have found everything in proper order. I have no 
commentary to make upon the state of things I have been obliged to describe. I pointed 
out the irregularities to which I have referred, to the Mayor and one of the Board of 
Superintendence, and also to two gentlemen who generally attend the Grand Jury ; they all 
assured me that my statement should meet with attention; and although it cannot be ex- 
pected in tli e present times, when the rates press so heavily on the inhabitants, that any 
considerable outlay will be sanctioned, yet I think the gaol might at no very great 
expense be put on a creditable footing ; or it should, in my opinion, be converted into a 
county bridewell, and the prisoners transferred to the new gaol at Dundalk. 

James Galwey, Inspector-General. 



County op Mayo Gaol, at Castlebar. — -Visited 10th August, 1850. 
State and Accommodation. 

There were in custody on the day of my inspection 434 prisoners, classified as follows: 



County of Mayo Gaol- 
Visited August 10, 
1850. 

State and Accommo- 
dation. 



Master debtors, 
Poor do. 

Felons convicted, . 
Misdemeanants do. 
Felons untried, 
Misdemeanants do. 
Vagrants, 



Males. Females. 



4 1 

10 12 

124 18 

78 26 

5 

22 0 

10 



Under revenue laws, 
Committed summarily, 
Lunatics, 

Sick in hospital, 



Total, 



Males Females 
22 0 

10 40 

8 (! 



315 119 

434 



The above return shows a decrease in the number confined of no less than 89, as com- 
pared with the morning state at the last inspection ; and yet there are more than double the 
number for the regular accommodation of the gaol. It consists of 128 single cells, 10 
rooms with beds, and 10 day-rooms. A proper classification of the prisoners is of course 
impossible under these circumstances; however it is carried out as far as it is practicable; 
and the general arrangements are such, that no great inconvenience appeared to have 
resulted from the crowded state of the prison. The bedding and blankets were good ; the 
cells, passages, and day-rooms, clean and well ventilated. A great improvement has been 
made in raising water for the use of the gaol, by sinking the machinery, which, with addi- 
tional water casks, now affords an abundant supply. There were 53 male and 6 female 
convicts; 24 debtors confined for over-holding land, and 2S for breaches of the 
revenue laws. Since my visit, an order has been sent up for the removal of 20 male and the 6 
female convicts; and I may as well here perhaps mention, that in future an allowance will 
be made to all gaols by the Government for clothing, bedding, and fuel for convicts, and will 
be paid for the year 1849. The number of commitments during the past year was, males, 
1,92S, females, 705; re-commitments, males, 123, females, 22; average number daily, 
males, 304, females, 76. The punishments were few, only 22 since the 1st of January 
last. 
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North District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Mayo Gaol. 
Employment and 
Schools. 

Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers [and Salaries. 



Officers* Visits. 



Employment and Schools. 

There is no employment for the prisoners worth noticing in this gaol ; some few are kept 
at work between the treadwheel, stone-breaking, labouring in the garden, and prison duties. 
A school is carried on for the instruction of the junior prisoners, divided into six classes, and 
a registry kept. The National System is adopted, and an Inspector from the Board visits 
occasionally. 

Female Department. 

The female department is divided into three classes, according to character. There were 
several of them employed in sewing, knitting, and washing; and, considering the 
number of wretched creatures confined here, the matron and her assistant deserve great 
credit for the orderly appearance and cleanliness of the whole department. 

Dietary. 

The dietary was as follows : — 

Breakfast : Males — 8 oz. of oatmeal made into stirabout, and 1 pint of buttermilk. 
Dinner — 14 oz. of white bread, and 1 pint of sweet-milk. 

Breakfast: Females — 7 oz. of oatmeal made into stirabout, and 1 pint of buttermilk. 
Dinner — 12 oz. of white bread, and f pint of sweet-milk. Some complaints were made 
(by the convicts only) of the dietary; on inquiry, however, I found them to be without 
foundation : the provisions were of excellent quality, and are regularly inspected by the 
chaplains. Cost of dietary per day for each male prisoner, 2 £rf . ; for females, 2| d. Con- 
tracts. — Bread, per lb., \\d. ; oatmeal, per cwt., 9s. 111 /. ; Indian meal, per cwt., 8s. 3d . ; 
meat, per lb., 6d. ; new-milk, per gallon, 3d. ; buttermilk, per gallon, 2d. 



Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are kept by the deputy-governor, assisted occasionally by one 
of the turnkeys, who acts as clerk; I took' some pains in going through them with the 
Local Inspector, and I am bound to state that the result was most satisfactory. The checks 
on the daily consumption and other expenditure of the gaol were clear, simple, and regular 
in every particular. The general expenses of the gaol have been considerably reduced 
within the last year, as will appear from the following return, which I had made up during 
my visit, and I believe it to be correct : 



Contract Prices. 



From Spring to 
Summer Assizes, - 
1849. 



From Spring to 
Summer Assizes, - 
18.10. 



Bread, per 11>. 

Oatmeal, per cwt. . 
Meat, per 11>. 

New-milk, per gallon, 
Buttermilk do. 
Salt, per stone, 

Bread, per lb. 

Oatmeal, per cwt. 
Meat, per lb. 
Sweet-milk, per gallon. 
Buttermilk, do. 
Salt, per stone, . 



Total cost of Gaol, Staff, 
Dietary, and contingent 
expenses inclusive. 



•£1,901 Os. 8 d. 



I .£1,025 2s. lljrf. 



'Total cost of oi 

PrisonerfrmnSp 

to Summer Assi 







05,213 



£3 15s. 3 it. 



51,298 



£2 10s. 4irf. 



J. 0. Larinmie, Local Inspector, 

Lev. W. B. Stoney, Protestant Chap. 
Rev. J. Hamilton, Dissenting do. 
Rev. J. M'Hale, Rom. Catholic do. 
Thomas Dillon, Physieian, 

D. R. Young, Governor, 

R. J. Nixon, Deputy-Governor, 
Francis Carson, Turnkey, . 
Thomas Lynch, do. 

Robert Leighton, do. 

John Corbon, do. 

James Martin, do. 



Officers and Salaries. 



£ s. d. 

100 0 0 
87 10 0 
27 13 10 
37 10 0 
50 0 0 

200 0 0 
60 0 0 
40 0 0 
35 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 



Matthew Hughes, Turnkey, . 
John Mtieken, do. 

Richard Dunbar, do. 

John Lynch, do. 

Peter Kearney, do. 

Eliza Kendellon, Matron, 

Alicia Hughes, Assistant-Matron, 
Mary ConnifF, Hospital Nurse, 
Patrick ConnifF, Hospital Porter, 
Margaret Carson, Female Searcher, 
A. J. Sullivan, Apothecary, 



£ s. d. 
80 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
40 0 0 
30 0 0 
20 0 0 
10 0 0 
5 0 0 
30 0 0 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, 

Protestant Chaplain, 



Officers' Visits. 

C5 1 Presbyterian or Dissenting Chap. 242 

865 Roman Catholic Chaplain, . 107 

113 j 



The turnkeys appeared to be smart and efficient men ; they do not wear uniform, which 
is to be regretted. It is impossible for any one that is not in the habit of visiting 
prisons to understand how much influence this apparendy trifling, and really not expensive, 
matter has in adding to the orderly appearance of a gaol. 3 
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Hospitals , 

There were ten males and six females in hospital; no serious cases. The accommodation 
5s ample, and the whole building was clean and well ventilated. The medicines are procured 
From Dublin, and compounded by an apothecary in the hospital, whose salary is £30 a year. 

The average cost of medicine per annum amounts to about £15. 

Lunatics* Lunatics. 

There were eight male and six female lunatics, some of them very unruly. I made appli- 
cation to the Inspectors of Lunatic Asylums, with a view of having as many as possible 
removed from the gaol, where they entail great additional trouble on the Governor and 
other officers of the establishment. 



North District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

Cotinly of Mayo Gaol. 
Hospitals. 



Board of Superintendence. Board of Superin. 

tendence. 

The Board meets monthly; there is generally a good attendance. The accounts are all 
made up to those periods ; and it is satisfactory to add, that the bills are now discharged 
with more regularity than was the case heretofore. 



The following are the members : 

Earl of Lucan. 

Marquess of Sligo. 

Sir Robert Lyncii Blosse, Bart. 
Sir Richard A. O’Donnell, Bart. 
Sir William O'Malley. 

Henry J. H. Browne, Esq. 



William Kearney, Esq. 
George Ormsby, Esq. 
Thomas Ormsby, Esq. 
Neal Davis, Esq. 
Fitzgerald Higgins, Esq. 
Janies Cuff, Esq. 



General Observations. GeueralObservations. 

I deeply regretted to find on my inspection of this as well as other prisons, that the gaol 
is considered and sought after by the destitute classes as a refuge from the workhouse; and 
the number of wretched creatures confined here at the time of my visit was truly lamentable. 

Considering, however, the embarrassed state of the county funds, the exertions of the Grand 
Jury to meet the current expenses of the gaol deserve the highest praise ; and, under very 
trying circumstances, the general arrangements, order, and regularity of the prison, reflect 
great credit on the Board of Superintendence and the officers of the establishment. 



Bridewells. Bridewells, 

I inspected all the bridewells of this county, five in number, as follows: — Ballina, August 
6th ; Belmullet, 8th ; Swineford, 9th ; Westport and Bnllinrobe, the 12th. I regret to add, 
that I found some of them in an irregular and disovdeily state. The charge for dietary , 
too, is 5d. per day for each prisoner of all classes ; this, besides not being according to re- 
gulation, is double the amount charged at many other places, where the prices of provisions 
dre about the same as in Mayo ; for instance, at Youghal, Dungarvan, Glenties, &c., the 
average cost is 2 and in the counties of Galway and Leitrim, 3 \d. I am aware that 
great reductions have been already made in the general expenses of the bridewells of this 
county ; and as they are now placed under the superintendence of Mr. Larminie, the Local 
Inspector, I have no doubt but that in future they will be efficiently as well as economically 
managed. I had prepared separate reports of them, but it is unnecessary to go further into 
the matter, as I pointed out the irregularities noticed above to Sir Robert Blosse and other 
members of the Board of Superintendence, who did me the favour to meet me on the day of 
my inspection at the County Gaol. There is one point however to which I would calL 
the attention of the Grand Jury, and Board of Superintendence, and that is, with 
regard to the salaries of the bridewell keepers, which is only £10 a year to each ; and 
although I feel most reluctant under existing circumstances to recommend any extra ex- 
pense, yet I should say, that it will be found impossible to ensure the services of res- 
pectable men at the very small salaries above referred to. 

James Galwey, Inspector-General > 



County of Meath Gaol, at Trim. — Visited on the 4th and 5th of November, 1850. 
State and Accommodation. 

The morning state of this gaol on the 4th of November was as follows, being thirty-one 
less than the number at the last inspection: — 



Classes. 


Males. Females. 1 


Classes. 


Males 


. Females. 


Master debtors, 


1 


1 


Committed summarily, 


18 


16 


Poor do. 


3 




Lunatics, . 


9 


5 


Felons convicted, 


. 44 


20 










Misdemeanants do. 


3 


. _ 




100 


64 


Felons untried, 


. 22 


22 


Total, . 




164 



The accommodation consists of 102 single cells and 18 of a larger size; there are also 
four well-constructed solitary cells with a yard to each, and detached from the principal 
1 & 



County of Meath GaOl, 
Visited November 4 
and 5, 1850. 
State and Accommo* 
dation. 
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.North District. 
Reports on separate 

County of Meath Gaol. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female- Department. 






Books and Accounts, 



Officers and Salaries. 



Officers' Visits; 
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building. Number of commitments during the year : males, 989, females, 293. Re-com- 
mitments, males, 59, females, 21. Greatest number in gaol, 279 ; average, males, 170 • 
females, 55. The prisoners take their meals in their cells, and classification is observed as 
far as it is practicable. The bedding throughout the gaol was clean and good; there are two 
baths, one in the hospital and the second in the reception ward ; the. supply 0 f water 
sufficient; it is raised by means of the tread wheel and a hand pump, and distributed through 
die gaol by pipes. There were only three convicts, twenty-six having been transmitted to 
Dublin a few days previous to my visit; the system adopted in the nightly lock-up of the 
prisoners is a good one, and a watch visits each part of the gaol during the night, calling 
the time ever}' quarter of an hour; there are two watchmen and a turnkey told off nightly 
for this purpose. All the prisoners were well clad, and none without shoes. The punish- 
ments during the year were 53 ; with few exceptions they were of a light character. 

Employment and Schools. 

A fair portion of useful employment is carried on here; I found shoemakers, tailors, and 
weavers at work ; I was glad to find that stone-breaking bad been nearly discontinued • 
besides the supervision being difficult and irksome to the turnkeys it very seldom returns 
any profit. The school is well arranged under the superintendence of a paid schoolmaster 
who attends for two hours daily ; the prisoners are dividetl into five classes, each under a 
turnkey, who keeps a registry ; and on my examination of the different classes, I was glad to 
find that they justified the account given of their progress in the registries and by the school- 
master, who appears to be a very respectable man. 

Female Department. 

The females were generally employed in spinning, carding, and at needle-work; they 
were divided into two classes, tried and untried ; they receive school-instruction from the 
matron and her assistant, I was told, for two hours daily, but their progress did not at all 
appear to be compared with that of the male prisoners. There is no laundry or drying- 
room, which are great deficiencies. The prisoners were well clothed, and the whole place 
was clean and orderly. 

Dietary. 

Breakfast : Males — eight ounces of meal in sti rabout, onehalf oatmeal and one half Indian 
meal, and one pint of buttermilk. Dinner : fourteen ounces brown bread, with one pint 
of new-milk. 

. Breakfast : Females— seven ounces, one half oatmeal and one half Indian meal, with one 
pint of buttermilk. Dinner : twelve ounces household bread, with three quarters of a pint 
of new-milk. 1 

The provisions are regularly inspected by the chaplains. The bread, milk, and meal, 
were all most unexceptionable. Average cost of dietary per day : males, 2 id. ; females, 2d. 

Contracts. — White bread, per 41b., 5-\d. ; brown bread, per 4lb., 4k/.; oatmeal, per cwt., 
11s.; Indian meal, per cwt., 8 s.; new-milk, per gallon, 6d. ; buttermilk, per gallon, 2d. 



Hooks ana Accounts. 

The books ail appeared to me to be most accurately kept, the checks clear and satis- 
factoiy, and I had no difficulty whatever in understanding the accounts, which I regret 
to say, is not ^frequently the case in other gaols; the practice here of making up the 
accounts and discharging the bills monthly, is an admirable one, and it would be most 
iTTr w f e mor ® generally adopted ; the accounts are thus simplified and more easily 
checked than when settled alter each assizes, which is generally the case in other counties. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Rev. Dean Butler, Protestant Chaplain, 50 0 0 

Rev. J. O’Connell, Roman Catholic do.50 0 0 



Thomas Wallace, Surgeon, 
Captain Pendleton, Governor, 
Wm. M‘Kee, Deputy do. 

Wm. Mooney, Gate-porter, 
John English, 1st Turnkey, 
Adam Boyd, 2nd do. 
Richard Tyrrell, 3rd do. 

John Reid, 4th. do. 
Edward Kellett, 5th do. 



Protestant Chaplain, 
Roman Catholic do. 



74 0 
206 0 
60 0 
40 0 
40 0 
35 0 
32 10 
32 10 
25 0 



Wm. Savage, 6th Turnkey, . 

Wm. M‘Kee, jun., 7th do. 

Wm. Wheatly, 1st Watchman . 24 
Wm. Smith, 2nd do. . 24 
George Mooney, Schoolmaster*, . 25 

George Mooney, Clerk to the Board, 10 
Julia Hopwood, Matron, . . 40 

Anne Mooney, Assistant do. . .15 

Mary Bentley, Hospital Nurse, . 15 



£ s. d. 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
24 0 



0 



Officers’ Visits. 



336 

253 



Surgeon, 



subordinate office*”!' “'[“'‘'qJtow “avt ''them” th "p ?“ 5 '"’ h , ere a bel,er q“ aMed set 
attention. Not* „ the officers 
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each gets two stone of coals, or one-eighth of a gauge of turf per day in winter, and half the 
allowance during the summer months. 



Hospital. 



Noktk District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 



There were nine males and fourteen females in hospital, but no very serious cases ; both Gaol. 

departments were clean and well ventilated; the medicine is procured from Dublin, and Hospital, 
made up in the hospital by the surgeon, who receives £20 per annum for compounding, in 
addition to his salary of £7 4 as surgeon. The cost of medicine from summer assizes, 1846, 
to last summer assizes, was £32 12s., which is high in comparison with other gaols ; the 
number in hospital during that period, 371 ; and total number of days, 9969. 



Lunatics. Lunatics. 

There were no less than fourteen lunatics confined here, and they very materially interfered 
with the classification and order of the prison. Iapplied to thelnspector of Lunatic Asylums 
on the subject, and was assured that they should be removed from the gaol as soon as it was 
possible to make room for them in the District asylum. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board meets the second Thursday in each month ; the attendance generally regular. 
The members are : — 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



Earl of Fingall 
Rev. Dean Butler. 
Samuel Winter, Esq. 
Robert Fowler, Esq. 
Richai'd Bolton, Esq. 



Alexander Montgomery, Esq. 
Lambert Disney, Esq. 
Thomas Rothwell, Esq. 
Thomas Derenzy, Esq. 

G. A. Rotkeram, Esq. 



General Observations. General Observa- 

I found this gaol in excellent order, clean, well ventilated, and well arranged; the only 
thing required to render it one of the bestprisons I have visited, is the addition of a laundry 
and drying room. This deficiency has often been referred to by my predecessors; and 
although in the present times I feel very reluctant to suggest anything in the way of extra ex- 
pense, yet this, in my opinion, is one of absolute necessity, and may be carried into effect for 
a very moderate sum ; I therefore beg to recommend it to the consideration of the Grand 
Jury and Board of Superintendence. 

Bridewells. Bridewells. 

There are two bridewells in this county — Kells and Navan ; they are immediately under 
the superintendence of the Board, and certainly do much credit to their management. I 
visited both and found them in excellent order in every respect. Books correct. Dietary 
according to regulation, and cost moderate. Both the keepers appeared to be very res- 
pectable intelligent men. 

James Gal wet, Inspector - General . 



County op Monaghan Gaol, at Monaghan. — -Visited 20th & 21st June, 1850. 



State and Accommodation. 



morning state of this gaol, 


on 


the second day of my inspection, 


was as follows : — 


Classes. Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males. Females. 


Master debtors. 


4 


1 


Lunatics . 


. 4 1 


Pauper ditto . 


19 


3 


Sick in hospital 


. 0 5 


Felons convicted, 


50 


f) 


— 


Misdemeanants do. . 


3 


_ 




. 153 05 


Felons untried, 


41 


8-1 


Total, . 


218 


Committed summarily 


20 


12 







County of Monaghan 
Gaol. 

Visited June 20 lh and 
21si, 1850. 

State and Accommo- 
dation. 



By reference to the last Report, when 213 prisoners were in custody, it will be seen that 
there were five more in confinement on the day of my inspection. The above return in- 
cludes 20 male and 2 female convicts. Classification is carried out but to a very limited 
extent. The accommodation consists of 68 single cells, 7 solitary cells, 13 rooms with beds, 
and 9 day-rooms. There is a sufficient supply of water worked by the tread-mill. The 
punishments were very few; 29 since the 1st of January last. The total number confined 
since that period was 366 ; and, for the same period last year, 575. Number of commit- 
ments during the last 12 months : — males, 739 ; females, 362 — re-commitrnents, males, 24 ; 
females, 36. Greatest number in gaol at one time : males, 208 ; females, 102. Average 
males, 164; females, 63. 



Employment and Schools. Employment and 

There is very little useful employment carried on in this gaol. There were only two 
tailors and one shoemaker at work at the time of my inspection. Stone-breaking, the 
tread-wheel, white-washing and painting, at present form the principal occupations. The 

G 2 
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North District. 

Jtupoi'ts on separate 
Prisons. 

County of JhCoiuu/han 
Gaol. 

Fernete Department. 



Dietary. 



Books anil Accounts. 
Officers. 



Officers’ Salaries. 



Hospitals. 



Lmi alios. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



GencralObservations. 



stones are purchased at l\d. per ton, and, after being broken sold at one shilling. The 
reason assigned for not carrying on more useful and profitable works, is the crowded state 
of the gaol. The school appears to be well-conducted, and the register shows that many 
of the prisoners have made considerable progress in reading and writing. Some of them 
were examined in my presence, and justified the assurance of the Local Inspector, that the 
schoolmaster was very attentive to his duties. 

Female Department. 

The female prisoners are divided into two classes, according to character. The matron 
and her assistant appeared to pay great attention to their duties. Nearly all the prisoners were 
employed; 14 at fancy needle-work, which has lately been introduced— the materials are 

3 lied by the agent of a Glasgow company; this, in a short time, promises to be a most 
il and, in some degree, profitable undertaking. 

Dietary. 

Males: Breakfast— 8 oz. meal in stirabout, with one pint of buttermilk. Dinner— 14 
oz. brown bread, with one pint of new-milk. 

Females: Breakfast— 7 oz. meal in stirabout, with one pint of buttermilk. Dinner— 12 

oz. brown bread, with three-quarters of a pint of new-milk. 

Average cost of each prisoner per day, for dietary alone, 3 fed. 

The contracts were all taken at very reasonable terms; they are as follows : — bread, per lb. 
I'd.; oatmeal, per cwt 9 s. 7\d.-, Indian meal, per cwt. 8*. 6d. ; new-milk, per gallon’ 
4 frf. ; buttermilk, per gallon, 1 Jr/. 1 ® 



Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are kept by the chief turnkey, and they all appeared to be 
correct. Pass-books are kept for all articles supplied to the gaol, the checks on which, and 
on the other disbursements, were sufficient. 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, . 

Protestant Chaplain, . 



Officers. 

Official Visits during the year : 

■ 219 I Presbyterian Chaplain, 

* 227 Roman, Catholic, do. 

219 I 



136 

119 



Officers' Salaries. 



_ T £ s. d. 

Rev. Henry Maffett, Local Inspector, 92 6 2 
John S. M'Dowell, Medical Attendant, 78 16 10 
Rev. Henry Maffett, Protestant Chap. 30 0 0 
„ John Buckley, Presbyterian Chap. 30 0 0 

„ Patrick Bellew, R. C. Chaplain, 30 0 0 
Thomas L. Mayne, Governor, .138 9 2 
John Temple, 1st Turnkey, 35 0 0 

Robert Brown, 2nd do. . , 35 0 0 



James Gordan, 


3rd Turnkey, 


£ 

. 26 


s 

0 


d. 

0 


Robert Mackey, 


4th 


do. 


. 26 


0 


0 


John Artliers, 


5 th 


dov 


. 26 


0 


0 


Alex. Wray, 


Ctli 


do. 


. 26 


0 


0 


Samuel Wallace, 


7th 


do. 


. 26 


0 


0 


Anne Irwin, 


1st Matron, 


. 24 


10 


0 


Jane Andrews, 


2nd 


do. . 


. 16 


8 


0 



Hospitals. 

There are two hospitals, situated at a distance from each other, one for males, the other 
tor females. There were six in the former, and five in the latter, at the time of my visit. The 
medicines are generally compounded by the medical attendant in the Surgery, and 
are provided by the apothecary. The cost of medicine for the year, to the 25th March 
last, was *51 8s. 2d. which appears to me to be enormously high. Both hospitals were 
very clean and well -ventilated. 



Juunatics. 

There were four male lunatics; they were divided amongst the other prisoners, and ap- 
peare to be quite harmless. One of them has been confined here for over nine years. 
manao'eaWe 0116 6 ^ unatic; s ^ e was reported to be at times very violent and almost un- 

Board of Superintendence. 

fl e^ t ?r? meeta f 0ftenas 'J 16 business of the gaol requires their attendance. The 
charged afte/S m a " d CheCled by th ° L ° C11 ' Ins P“ t0 ''- ™ d the Wlla dis - 

R. B. Evatt, Esq., j.p. I John Jackson, Esq. 

James Hamilton, Esq., j.p. Joseph Whitsitt, Esq., j.p. 
John Hatehell, Esq., j.p. Charles Cambre, Esq., j.p. 

Edward Golding, Esq., j.p ' ” ” 1 ■” 



Right Hon. Edwd. Lucas, j.p. 
John Johnson, Esq., j.p. 
Colonel A. G. Lewis, j.p. 
Henry Mitchell, Esq. 



General Observations. 



George Morant, Esq., j.p. 



of fteTll 1 “"'P'S” 1 " 1 ' i» all its departments. My first visit, on the evening 

conducted *in a onipt n 8 e P" s 1 oners were being locked up for the night, and everything was 
fs not adopted” that manner ; ^ is he regretted that more useful employment 

’ ’ a ^ events, the clothing for the" prisoners is not manufactured 
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in , t,le S',’? 1 ’ The totaI costof the gaol for ISIS, including staff, &c., was 
s£2,228 10s. 6d. ; and for 1849, *62,242 7s. 3d. 

I beg leave to call the attention of the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence to ray 
iteporta of the county bridewells, there being some matters therein referred to worthy, 
perhaps, of their consideration. 

Bridewells. 



North District. ' 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of MonuyhuA 
0 'uni. 



CastleblagneihVtsited 20th J une . — I found this bridewell clean and orderly, and the registry Bridewells. 
fnTuTr 1 * c' e Were e 'S ht ma * e an< ^ two f em ale prisoners at the time of my visit, and 
193 had been confined here since the commencement of thequarier, the 1st of April last. Pri- 
soners are detained here for much longer periods than is warranted by law (See the 94th 
Section of Geo. IV. c. 74); some for one month, and others from ten to twenty days. The 
dietary, too, is altogether above the regulation, and consists of over apound of bread and one 
pint ot new-milk for breakfast ; the same for dinner. Average cost for each prisoner per day, 

5fl. There were no pass-books, and there could be no check on the expenditure. The 
bridewell keeper purchases the rations daily, and charges for it accordingly. The Governor 
of the gaol at Monaghan stated to me, that the prisoners who came from this bridewell 
complained of the dietary of the gaol, and expressed a wish to be back again at Castle- 
blayney. This is not to be wondered at, for the prisoners here are certainly very comfortable, 
and are well-fed, and have nothing to do. The keeper’s salary is *£40 per annum, which 
appears to me to be very high for a small prison of this class. The bridewell is seldom 
visited by the Local Inspector, but frequently by Mr. Golding, a magistrate who resides in 
the town, and is, I believe, a member of Board of Superintendence of the County Gaol. 

Clones, Visited J idti 2nd . — There were two prisoners in this bridewell, seven having been 
sent to the County Gaol the day previous to my visit. The bridewell was very clean and 
orderly, and the registry correct. Dietary— 1. lb. of bread, and 1 pint of new-milk for break- 
fast; the same for dinner. Cost for each prisoner per day, 4 hi., which is less than the 
charge at Castleblayney or Carrickmacross. The prisoners are regularly transmitted to the 
County Gao . It is frequently visited by the Local Inspector, the Rev. Charles Walsh, 
lhe bridewell keeper's salary is only £\0 per annum, which is, I should say, much too 
low;— he appears to be a verv smart intelligent man. A pump is much required ; the water is 
now brought for the use of the bridewell from a pump at some distance in the town. 

Carric/cmacross, Visited July ith . — There was one male and three female prisoners con- 
fined here; and 114 altogether during the last quarter. The dietary is the same as at 
Clones, but the charge 6d. per day for each prisoner. The keeper’s salary, too, is £ 35 per 
annum. The Local Inspector seldom visits the bridewell. 

James Galwey, Inspector -General . 



County op Roscommon Gaol. — Visited on tile 24th day op August, 1850. 
State and Accommodation. 

On the day of my inspection there were 181 prisoners confined in this geo], classifled 
as follows : — 



Comdj) of Roscommon 
OaoL 

Visited Aii'/ust 24, 
1850. 

State and Accommo- 
dation. 



Master debtors, 
Pauper do., 

Felons convicted, 
Misdemeanants do., 
Felons untried 
Misdemeanants do., 



Mtdes. Females. 
3 

8 1 

31 21 

3 1 

14 10 



Committed summarily, 
Lunatics, 

Sick, . 



Males. 

17 

1 

12 



Females. 

13 

2 



Total, 



131 DO 

181 



This gaol has fortunately escaped the overcrowding so common in other prisons, and it is 
satisfactory to be enabled to state that the above return shows a decrease of no less than 145 
as compared with the numbers at the last inspection. Still the accommodation is insufficient 
but the general arrangements were such, no great inconvenience appeared to have resulted’ 
from it. There are 62 single cells, and 21 rooms with beds, and 9 day-rooms, some of the 
latter very small. Classification is observed as far as it is practicable, and silence enforced 
during meals, and when at work. There were 28 convicts ; they are kept separate from 
the other prisoners. The supply of water for the goal is with difficulty obtained from a 
pump, which is worked by hand. The tread-wheel was out of order, and had been so for 
some years; this is to be regretted, as I was informed that it could be put in repair and its 
power applied to raising an abundant supply of water, for about £40; it would, at the same 
time afford the means of employment for those prisoners sentenced to hard labour, of which 
class there were no less than 82 at the time of my visit. The commitments durino- the past 
year were: males, 1128 ; females, 235 — re-commitments, males, 39; females, 19. & Greatest 
number in the gaol at one time: males, 300 ; females, 80. The punishments few and li^ht 
only 12 since the 1st of January last. ° ’ 



Employment and Schools. 

There was a good deal of employment of one kind or another, and the regularity and 
quietness with which it was carried on was very satisfactoiy. I was very sorry to find that 
there was no school whatever, and it was lamentable to see such a number of very young 
prisoners without, receiving even elementary instruction ; this, at all events, might be 
adopted by each turnkey teaching his own particular class for an hour or two daily. 



Employment and 
Schools. 
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Noeth District. Female 'Department. 

lteports"onseparate There were 50 females in this miserably confined place; and considering the wretched 
Prisons. class of which they were principally composed, it was satisfactory to see it so clean, well 
Count, o7 Roscommon ventilated i anc * orderly. Nearly all the inmates were committed for begging, or trifling petty 
""" ‘ J (tool. larcenies, The matron appears to be a very active and respectable person, but she requires 

Female Department, an assistant; without one she can have no possible moans of either classifying her prisoners 
or superintending them sufficiently. 






Books- aiut Accounts. 



Dietary. 

Males : Breakfast — 8 oz. meal and half pint new-milk. Dinner — 14 oz. brown bread, one 
pint new-milk. 

Females: Breakfast— 7 oz. meal, and half pint new-milk. Dinner — 12 oz. brown 

bread, three-quarters pint new-milk. 

The dietary is regularly inspected by the chaplains. There were some complaints made 
of th'e provisions, but on inquiry they appeared to be without foundation. I was 
present when the dinners were served, and the bread and milk were of excellent quality. 
Contracts. — Bread, per4lb. loaf, 3j<£ ; Indian meal, per cwt. 8-v. 9d. ; new-milk, per gal- 
lon, i£d , ; buttermilk, none. Cost of dietary per day : males, 2 f a d. ; females, l\d. 

Books and Accounts. 



The registries and some other of the books are kept by the Governor, they appeared to be 
correct in every particular. I was astonished, however, to find that there was no regular 
Abstract of Daily Consumption Book, as prescribed by the Prisons Act ; indeed this is 
the only instance I have met with in any gaol of this important omission. A tem- 
porary made-up book of a few leaves loosely sewn together, was produced to me by 
the “ Master of Works” (his brother, who is clerk and storekeeper at a salary of 4150 
a year, being ill at the time) ; in this book I was told the dietary account was kept. I dare 
say it may have been correct, but the system was altogether irregular ; and on the daily 
consumption of the gaol there seemed to me to be no satisfactory check. On my inquiring of 
the Governor the cause of this, he told me he had nothing to do with the matter, that it was 
managed entirely by the clerk, which appeared to me most unaccountable, as in every 
gaol I have visited the Governor was responsible for keeping a check on the daily 
consumption. The accounts of the master of works (who receives the same amount of sa- 
lary as his brother), were also without a check of any kind ; it appeared by this account that 
the sum of Hi 22 13$. Id. was returned to the Grand Jury at the last assizes as profits of 
works, the sales for the year being as follows : — 



Sold to the public. 
Convict clothing, . 
For the gaol, 

„ bridewells, 



£ $. d. 
186 5 94 
144 11 6“ 
14 14 11 
3 19 7 



£349 11 91 

How this sum of £122 13$. 7 d. could be returned as profit I could by no means 
understand. The material for the convict clothing was not manufactured in the 
gaol, neither was it entirely made up there. The master of works was the contractor, and 
was paid, as a matter of course from the supply by the government. The amount of issues 
and work done for the gaol and bridewells is small, indeed. The master of works, in addi- 
tion to his salary of £50 a year, is allowed twenty per cent., on the profits. One of the turn- 
keys gets £5 a year extra as master carpenter. A master shoemaker is also employed, 
but his salary, I was told, is paid out of the profits; — even so, if the above sums are 
added together and the total deducted from the assumed profits, it will leave a balance of 
only £42 i2s. in favour of the gaol on account of all the employment carried on for the 
year. The present master of works was appointed in July, 18 J6 ; the amount of stock taken 
over by him from his predecessor was £107 3s. Ojrf., and debts due by the public 
*136 2s. 6d. ; of the latter he received £78 4s. 6d., and there remains still due to the gaol 
(for over four years) £57 18s. I may as well here, perhaps, mention that the profit derived 
from useful employment at the Ennis gaol for the year ending at summer assizes, 1849, 
was £433; and for the year ending at the last assizes, £538 14s. 5 d. There is no master 
of works, all the trade employments being carried on under the superintendence of the 
Governor, assisted by the turnkeys. In conclusion I have only to state, that if the Grand 
Jury and Board of Superintendence will go into the whole matter of the accounts for the 
last tour years, I will venture to assert it will be found that the funds of the gaol have de- 
Vivea little benefit from the Projits of Works during that period. 

Officers- ami Salaries. Officers and Salaries. 



D. H. Irwin, Local Inspector, 

Rev. James Fitzgerald, Prot. Cliap^ 
Rev. John Maddau, R. C. do., 
Thomas Casserly, Siu'geon, 

James Speer, Governor, 

Thomas Padin, Gatekeeper, . 
R'ohert Pbrkinson, Weaver, 

Thomas Robinson, Carpenter,' 

Jos. MincMn, ... 

Robert Wiglesworth, 



£ s. d. 

. 92 0 a 
• 46 3 1 

- 46 3 1 

- 74 0 0 

. aoo o o 

. 30 0 0 
. 30 0 0 
. 25 0 0 
. 25 0 0 
. 26 0 0 



A-nthony Beagliam, 

Patrick Coan, 

Denis Connor, 

John Norton, 

Maria Wiglesworth, Matron, . 
Winifred Jackson, Nurse, 

John James. Master of Works, 

| Richard James, Clerk and Steward, 
Cormaek Lee, Messenger, 



£ s. dr 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
32 0 0 

17 1 0 

50 0 0 
50 0 0 
7 0 0 
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Officers .. 

The officers’ visits during the past year were : — 

Local Inspector, . . . 178 l Protestant Chaplain, . . 153 

Surgeon, .... 27 0 | Roman Catholic do., . . 147 

The turnkeys appeared to be smart and efficient. One of them is allowed .£5 additional 
per annum for his extra trouble in keeping the gate porter’s journal ; it appears, however, that 
he takes down the names only of all persons going in and out of the prison, whereas I should 
suppose that when the Grand Jury granted this additional salary, it was under the supposition 
that all articles, as well as persons, should be registered in his book. 



North District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Jloscomnuni 
Cool. 

OlHcers. 



Hospitals. Hospitals. 

There are two hospitals. There were thirteen males and one female sick at the time of 
my visit. Both buildings were exceedingly clean and well ventilated; and I was informed 
that the surgeon is most unremitting in his attention. There is no salaried apothecary, but 
a contract is made for attendance and medicine at £42 per annum. 

Number admitted into hospital from summer assizes, 1849, to the same period, 1850, 

169, and total number of days 5166. There was only one lunatic in the gaol, and quite 
harmless. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board meets on the second Saturday in each month. The members are — 



Right Hon. Lord Crofton. 
Edmond Corr, Esq. 
Edmond Kelly, Esq. 

Denis H. Kelly, Esq. 
Leonard Hudson, Esq. 
John Barlow, Esq. 



John Irwin, Esq. 

Richard Kelly, Esq. 

John D. F. Grace, Esq. 
Christopher French, Esq. 
John D’Arcy, Esq. 

Rev. William Battersby. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



General Observations. Genera! Observations 

This gaol was, on the day of my inspection, in exceedingly good order, as far as clean- 
liness and regularity could make it; and its general state of discipline reflects credit on the 
exertions of the Governor, who appears to be most anxious for the good of the prison, and 
zealous in the execution of his duty. I beg leave to direct the attention of the Grand 
Jury and the Board of Superintendence to my reports of the bridewells, and particularly 
to that of Boyle. I should, say that in all of them the cost of dietary ought to be re- 
duced. At the bridewells in some of the neighbouring counties it does not average more 
than 3d. per day for each prisoner. The salaries, too, of the keepers might be revised. 

Boyle appears to me to be altogether too high, whilst the others are too low. I should 
say it will be found impossible to secure the services of proper officers at such very low 
salaries as those of the bridewell keepers of Castlerea, Strokestown, and Athlone. 



Boyle , Visited August 3rd.— I found this bridewell in a disorderly state. The keeper was 
absent at the time of my visit, and I was told that he was saving his hay. The prison 
appeared to be in charge of his daughter, a girl about eighteen years of age ; and there 
was nothing to prevent the escape of the prisoners, of whom there were nine males, 
seven females, and fourteen children. The keeper returned in about half an hour; in the 
meantime I went round the prison, and found that fifteen women and children were forced 
to sleep in the refractory cell at the male side of the bridewell, in which was a little loose 
straw ; this cell was only eight feet long by six wide. All the colls but one at the female side 
were empty, and kept locked. Prisoners are detained in this bridewell for much longer 
periods than is warranted by law (see the 94th section of the 7th of George IV. chap. 74). 
One prisoner was detained here for fifty-nine days ; others for three and four weeks. The 
cost of dietary 5d. per day for all classes, men, women, and children. Keeper’s salary, £40 
per annum. J 

Castlerea, Visited August 23rd. — This bridewell has. been lately put in order. I found it 
very clean,' and the registry correct. There were only two male prisoners at the time of 
my visit. There is only one cell for females, which is inside the sleeping-room occupied by 
the males. I was informed that at times there are from twenty to thirty females confined in 
this bridewell, but for short periods; the prisoners being regularly transmitted to the 
county gaol. Cost of dietary 4k/. per day for each prisoner. The bridewell is regularly 
visited by the Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Oldfield. Keeper’s salary, £10 per annum. 

Strokestown . — I was glad to find that a pump was about being placed in the yard for the 
use of this bridewell; the water heretofore had to be brought from the distance of nearly a 
mile. There were two male prisoners and one female. The place has been lately put in 
repair, and it was clean and orderly, and the registry correct. There is only one small day- 
room and two small cells for both sexes. The cell for females is ten feet long and seven wide, 
at times there are from eighteen to twenty confined here. Dietary — potatoes and milk for 

breakfast, and the same for dinner. Average cost, 5d. per day. The prisoners are regu- 
larly transmitted to the county gaol. Keeper’s salary, £10 per annum. 

Athlone, Visited August 2<Sth. — I found two male prisoners confined here; one of them 
was committed on the 12th, for stealing a few potatoes — about half a stone I was told. He 
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bad been confined to his bed for a week when I visited the bridewell, and a more wretched 
creature I had never seen ; lie was without even a shirt, nor had he anything on him when 
committed but a few ol the most miserable rags. Unfortunately there is no provision made 
tor medical attendance to bridewells; I thought however the unfortunate man was dying, and I 
sent for a medical gentleman, who, on seeing him, told me that his wretched state was from 
the effects oF extreme destitution. The bridewell keeper’s wife, with great humanity, gave 
him some broth and ten ; he was so exhausted for a time that he was unable to use the 
prison dietary. This prisoner was bound to attend the petty sessions where the offence was 
committed, on the 1 hursday following; the doctor, however, said that it was quite impos- 
sible lie could do so, and as the petty sessions at the place referred to are held only once in 
three weeks, lie will have to remain in the bridewell another month at least before he can 
be tried tor the petty offence for which be was committed. 

The bridewell was exceedingly clean and orderly — indeed one of the best I had visited ; 
there is, however, no pump, and the water has lo be brought from a distance, for which 
the bridewell keeper lias to pay, and his salary is only jfilO a year. The number of pri- 
soners confined hero during the last quarter was 165, and since the 1st of July 63. Cost of 
Jjeuiry, 5ii. per day. The bridewell is frequently visited by the Local Inspector, the Rev. 
Mr. Murray. 

James Galivey, Inspector-General. 



C.nmhj of Sliyo Gaol. COUNTY OF St.IGO GAOL, AT SLIGO. VlSlTEI) 3lU> & OXU AUGUST, 1850. 

J'isitnd Ait’/ ii.st 3 anti 5 , 

1851). 

State and Accommo- Staie a,ld Accommodation. 

Morning state, August 5th, 1850 : — 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Master debtors, . 


2 


_ 


Poor do. 


. 16 


4 


Pelons convicted, 


. 51 


29 


Misdemeanants do. 


8 


_ 


Pelons untried, . 


, 9 


6 


Misdemeanants do. 


2 




Vagrants, . , 


. 1 


- 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Revenue laws, 


13 


_ 


Committed summarily, 


29 


13 


Lunatics, 


1 

132 


4 

56 


Total, 


. 188 



It is satisfactory to observe that the above return shows a decrease of 78 as com- 
pared with the numbers at the last inspection. The accommodation consists of 84 
single cells, and 23 rooms with beds. There were 21 male convicts, and 1 female; 20 
pauper debtors, al comm, tied, I was informed, for over-holding land. The beddhm was 
clean and of excellent quality. The cells were also very clean, and each had a labef des- 
cribing the inmate by name, and stating the crime for which he was committed. Classifica- 
uon is observed as far as it is practicable, and silence, enforced with some success. The 
Rnmt.TT ' ,ere / <iw ' Md only 20 committals for drunkenness since the 1st of January last. 
ma£ b 147 fcrnT nT d T” g the P“ t m3l£,s females 300 ; re-commitments, 

mail: in Sr!:: 48 : s " r ,u s “ l at one ^ maiss 2i °’ femaies 73 = ■"**«« 



I’umiUe iVpartraent. 



Employment and Schools. 

is rnadT !’ a f‘ ir ,h POrti °", 0 [ emp I° yment f a , ITiBd 011 in lllis P™°" 1 the whole of the clot him. 
W u,L P ,„d Sa °r n the maleruls "re purchased. Shoemakers and tailors are 
most of Whom f 6 £>”"*«• p " ! °" ers are histructed in trades by the turnkeys, 

which i. are tradesmen There were 230 suns of clothing read, made up in the stoto 
d,m,d :, a d COnre ”' en fi ?nI ^ 1 Weil regulated apartment. The school is Welland emcientlycon- 

Sn to his oC‘“ U 'f “h "* sw - Each turnkey gives elementary instruc- 

tion to his class, and when a little advanced they are transferred to the schoolmaster 

considerable mS'r7’ “” d ty. wbiot ’, it ?PPe»«d that some of the junior prisoners had made 
considerable pi ogress in writing and arithmetic. ^ 

Female Department. 

wom h euwfrc r airfodT !ll,eSS l° f department was most creditable to the matron. The 
M?on dudes^Lld J empl T d “ the t,me of m y visit ia sewing, knitting, washing, and 
Tl e GmnTjnrv whh »Tl S ‘t ” S2 , allogotber ’ il did "° ta PPe« l°b e over-crowded. 
additS to ** erBl ' .V worthy of imitation, have voteda sum sufficient to build an 

“ mpleted Wiil « ive ,he ““ “nommodation of 

The dietary was as follows : Dietary. 

OS., ft Stride 0 ptetiSS me “'' °“ «“”* battemiU ‘- Femata - 7 
■of whoir;.! fixss r P £Y„f^TmSr d ’ one pint « 

Without fo°undation the ^‘ etaiy ’, ^ ut ^ e y appeared to me to be altogether 

wunout foundation. The provisions are regularly inspected by the chaplains; and those 
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that I saw in the gaol were all of good quality. Cost of each prisoner per day, males 3d., 
females lfrf. 

Contracts. 

Bread, per 4lb., 5 \d.\ oatmeal, per cwt., 11s. 6d ; Indian meal, per cwt., 9s. 3d. ; new- 
milk, per gallon, 4 d. ; buttermilk, per gallon, 2d. 

Books and Accounts. 

The whole of this departments well arranged. The registries are well kept; also the 
account of daily consumption, &c., and the system of checks clear and simple. The amount 
credited to the county at last assizes, for cash received for bone dust, nets, oakum, and other 
articles, deducting first cost of materials, was near £40. The Local Inspector, Captain 
Fawcett, went through each account in a business-like and most satisfactory manner ; and it 
is quite evident that his attention is unremitting to this as well as every other department of 
the establishment. 



Officers and Salaries. 

£ s. d. 1 £ s. d. 



Captain Henry Fawcett, Local Insp. 96 6 2 
Rev. Samuel Shore, Prot. Chaplain, 30 0 0 
Rev. James Heron, Presb. do. . 30 0 0 

Rev. Thos. M. Phillips, R. C. do. . 30 0 0 

Robert Lynne, Physician, . . 65 0 0 

Archibald Armstrong, Apothecary, . 21 0 0 

John Beatty, Governor, . . 200 0 0 

Edward Walsh, Deputy-Governor, . 75 0 0 

Thomas Blest, Turnkey, . 25 0 0 

Peter Davey, do. . 25 0 0 

Thomas Graham, do. . ; 25 0 0 

Peter Boyde, do. . 25 0 0 



James Gallagher, Turnkey, 


20 


0 


0 


John Connor, do. 


20 


0 


0 


Alexander Crawford, do. 


20 


0 


0 


James Lee, do. 


20 


O 


0 


James Longhead, do. 


20 


0 


0 


William M'Donogh, Turnkey and 








Schoolmaster, 


20 


O 


0 


Catherine Mathews, Matron, 


20 


0 


0 


Catherine Ryan, Assist, do. 


10 


0 


0 


Mary Poe, Nursetender, 


10 


0 


0 


Vernon Davis, Clerk, 


30 


0 


0 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, 

Protestant Chaplain, 



Officers' Visits. 

286 I Presbyterian or Dissenting Chaplain, 147 
294 Roman Catholic Chaplain, . 84 

138 



No set of officers can discharge their duties in my opinion more creditably than those of 
the Sligo gaol.. In everything that depends upon their exertions the management through- 
out is admirable. I was particularly struck with the intelligence and efficiency of Mr. 
Walsh, the Deputy-Governor ; and, as far as I could judge, he is a valuable officer, and one 
whom I should gladly see in a situation where he would have a greater scope to prove his 
capacity. 

Hospitals. 

This department seems to be well managed and carefully looked after. It is well divided, 
and the wards airy and clean. The medicines are imported from Liverpool or Glasgow, as 
is most convenient, when a supply is required, and at an exceedingly small cost, in compari- 
son with other gaols. The total expense of medicine from March, 1848, to March, 1849, 
was only £6 5s. Id.; the number of patients admitted into hospital for that period, 93; 
and total number of days, 3,436. From March, 1849, to March, 1850, £11 Is. 2d. ; ad- 
mitted to hospital, 130; and total number of days, 4,307. 



^ Lunatics. 

There were five lunatics, one male and four females, three of the latter were in hospital. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board meets monthly, and there is generally a good attendance. The whole of the 
expenditure is laid before them on those occasions, and the accounts audited, but the bills 
are only discharged half-yearly. 



1. Charles K. O’Hara, Esq;. 

2. John Wynne, Esq. 

3. Sir Wm. Park, Knight. 

4. John Ormsby, Esq. 

5. John T. West, Esq. 

6. James Wood, Esq. 



7. Richard Gethin Esq. 

8. Sir Robt. Gore Booth, Bart. 

9. J emmet Duke, Esq. 

10. Charles W. Cooper, Esq. 

11. Captain Knox Barrett. 

12. John Ffolliott, jun., Esq. 



General Observations. 

I have little to add to the foregoing observations. I visited the gaol on the evening of the 
3rd, and went through every part of it on the 5th, and on both occasions I found it most 
orderly and regular in every respect. 

H 



North District. 

Reports on Separate 
Prisons. 

County of Sligo Gaot. 
Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Officers’ Visits. 



Hospitals. 



Lunatics. 

Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



General Observa- 
tions. 
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Nobih District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Sligo Gaol. 
Bridewells. 



Bride well s. 

Ballymotc. — This is the only bridewell in the county of Sligo; there were 155 pri- 
soners confined here during the last quarter. The dietary is not according to regulation ; 
it consists of 1 lb. of bread, and 1 pint of new-milk for breakfast, and the same for dinner. 
Average cost per day, 5 bd. for each prisoner, which is much too high. The bridewell is 
regularly visited by the "Local Inspector, the Rev. John Gemraell, and the prisoners are 
regularly transmitted to the County Gaol. The keeper’s salary £40 per annum. The 
registry was correct, and the bridewell very clean and orderly. 

° James Galwey, Inspector-General. 



County of Tyrone 
Gaol. 

Visited June 21 # 22, 
1850. 



County op Tyrone Gaol, at Omagh.— Visited 81st & S8nd June, 1850. 
State and Accommodation. 



State and Accommo- 
dation. 

Classes. 

Master debtors, 

Pauper do. 

Felons convicted, 
Misdemeanants ditto, 
Felons untried, 
Misdemeanants ditto, - 
Vagrants, - 



Classes. Males. Females. 



Revenue laws, - - 1 - 

Committed summarily, - 20 13 

Lunatics, - - - 2 4 

Sick, - - - 3 0 

158 74 

Total, - - 104 



The morning state on the 22nd gives the following return 
Males. Females. 



The above shows a decrease of ten since the period of the last inspection, still 
the gaol is so crowded, that it is impossible to carry out a proper classification of the 
prisoners. There were 39 male and 7 female convicts. The accommodation consi.sts.of7p 
single cells, 10 solitary cells, 20 rooms with beds, and 11 day-rooms. Gaol clothing is 
•riven to those prisoners who require it. The bedding is excellent, and sheets are used. The 
tread-wheel and a pump afford a sufficient supply of water. The prisoners all take their 
meals in their cells. The total number confined here since the 1st of January last was 499, 
and for the same period last year, 674; total number during the past year, 1,040; and 
xe-commitments, 132. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Employment and Schools. 

Useful employment is, I regret to say, not carried on to any extent. There were four 
looms at work, and some were occupied at tailoring and shoemaking; the principal employ- 
ment, however, was stone-breaking, the tread-wheel, and prison duties. The prisoners’ cloth- 
ing is made up in the gaol, and the linen wove for the shirts and sheeting. The school 
appeared io be well conducted; I examined several of the boys, and they seemed to have 
made some progress in reading and writing, the schoolmaster also acts as turnkey. 



Female Deparimeot. Fe ’" ah Department. 

This department was in a most crowded state; there were 60 females confined in 
rooms that did not afford proper accommodation for half that number ; yet it was very clean 
and well ventilated, and appeared' to be well managed by the matron without any 
assistance. I was told that it is intended to appoint the matron now in charge of the lunatics 
as an assistant to the head matron, when they are removed to the asylum now building in 
the neighbourhood, and which will shortly be completed. 



Dietary. Dietary. 

There was some alteration in the dietary for vagrants from that authorised by law, it will, 
however, nearly agree with that now proposed for all prisoners, whose term of imprisonment 
shall not exceed one month. The bread, milk, and oatmeal, were of excellent quality; it is 
regularly inspected by the chaplains. There were no complaints. 



Boohs and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are neatly kept, and appeared to be all regular. I must, how- 
ever, say that the checks on the daily consumption and other expenditure of the goal did not 
appear to me to be sufficient. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Rev. S. G-. Rogers, Local Inspector, 100 
Same Protestant Chap. 30 
Rev. J osias Mitchell, Presbyterian do. 30 
Rev. M. O’Kane, Roman Catholic do. 30 
Joseph Robinson, Apothecary, . 20 
Alexander Campbell, Governor, . 200 
Wm. M'Clelland, Dpty.-Gov. & Clerk, 30 
■William Crawford, Turnkey, , 28 
Knox Ashfield, ’ do. . 28 

Andrew Hamilton, do. . 83 



Officers. 



s. 


d. 






£ 


5. 


d. 


0 


0 


Samuel Mullan, Turnkey, 


. 18 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Thomas Brandon, 


do. 


. 18 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Benjamin M‘Elroy, 


do. 


. 18 


0 


0 


0 


0 


John Bleakly, 


do. 


. 18 


0 


0 


0 


0 


James M‘Clelland, 


do. 


. 18 


0 


0 


0 


0 


David Leggett, 


do. 


. 18 


0 


0 


0 


0 


William Noble, Schoolmaster, 


. 18 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Jane Lynch, Matron, 




. 30 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Margaret Keanier, 




. 12 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Margaret M'Grane, 




. 12 


0 


0 
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Officers* Visits. 

Local Inspector, ... ... 126 I Presbyterian or Dissenting Chaplain, 151 

Surgeon, ... ... ... 189 1 Boman Catholic do. ... 151 

Protestant Chaplain, ... ... 179 | 

Hospitals. 

The hospitals are small, but they were remarkably clean and well ventilated. There 
were only three males and four females in the sick list at the time of my visit; alllight cases. 
The medicinesare supplied from the County Infirmary, and compounded by the apothecary, 
whose salary is £%0 per annum. 

Lunatics. 

There were four male and two female lunatics, all very harmless ; they were kept in a 
separate apartment from the other prisoners. 



Board, of Superintendence. 

The Board meets the first Thursday in each month ; there is 
and the bills are paid monthly. 



A. W. C. Hamilton, Esq., j.p. 
Charles Eccles, Esq., j.p. 
Samuel Yesey, Esq., j.p. 
Francis Ellis, Esq., j.p. 



Paul Dane, Esq. 

Thomas Houston, Esq., j.p. 
David White, Esq., j.p. 
James Anderson, Esq., j.p. 



always a good attendance, 

George Hill, Esq., j.p. 
Robert Wray, Esq., j.p. 
Robert Evans, Esq., j.p. 

F. J. Gervais, Esq., j.p. 



General Observations. 

> I visited this gaol on the evening of the 21st, after the prisoners were locked up for the 
night; I found it quiet and orderly throughout its different branches. I again went over 
all the departments of the prison on the day following; it was clean, well ventilated, and 
well arranged. . I beg leave here to’direct the attention of the Grand Jury to the dietary 
given in the bridewells, the charges for which appear to me to be very high, besides the 
quantity given to the prisoners being above the regulated allowance. I would also call their 
attention to the clauses relating to bridewells and district bridewells, in the Prisons Act, 7th 
Geo. IY. chap. 74. 

Bridewells. 



Clop her. — There were three female prisoners here at the time of my visit; no males. 56 
altogether had been confined here since the beginning of the quarter (the 1st of April last). 
The dietary consisted of 1 lb. of bread, and 1 pint of new-milk, for breakfast ; the same for 
dinner. The bridewell was very clean, and the registry-book correct. It is regularly 
visited by the Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Ashe, who is paid £ 20 , late Irish currency, 
per annum, for his atlendance. Keeper’s salary, ^30 per annum. 

Strabane. — There were no prisoners here; 35 had been confined here since the 1st of 
April. The cost of dietary is one penny less than at Clogher for each prisoner per day; 
it is as follows: — 8 oz. of oatmeal made into stirabout, and one pint of new-milk for break- 
fast; and 1 lb. of bread, and I pint of new-milk at dinner. The bridewell keeper’s salary, 
£30 per annum; he is also clerk of the petty sessions. The Local Inspector is here paid 
as at Clogher ; ho is regular in his visits to the bridewell. 

Dungannon. — There were seven male and six female prisoners confined here at the time of 
my visit. I found it clean, and the books appeared to be correct. There were one hundred 
and eleven prisoners confined here since the commencement of the quarter*, and the average 
cost of dietary per day for all classes is 5\d. It is as follows: — 8 oz. oatmeal made into 
stirabout, and 1 pint of new-milk for breakfast ; 1 lb. of bread, and 1 pint of buttermilk for 
dinner. Prisoners are committed to this bridewell to undergo sentences of imprisonment, 
which is altogether contrary to law. It has never been declared a district bridewell, and before 
that can take place, some alterations and additions will be necessary, which I pointed out to 
the county surveyor, and Mr. Wray, a member of the Board of Superintendence of the 
County Gaol, who did me the favour to accompany me to the bridewell ; and I must confess 
that I did so with reluctance. From the difficulty of maintaining those small prisons in an 
efficient and economical manner, I am, except in very extreme cases, opposed to district 
bridewells. The staff here at present amounts to about £120 per annum over that of the other 
bridewells in the county; if this sum is added to the other contingencies, and extra cost of 
the dietary (prisoners being supported for less than half the expense at Omagh), I will 
venture to assert that it will he found the amount is nearly, if not quite, double the expense 
of transmitting the prisoners regularly to the County Gaol. 

James Galwey, Inspector-General. 



County of Westmeath Gaol, at Mullingar. — Visited on the 28th August, 1850. 
State and Accommodation. 



The total number of prisoners confined in this gaol on the day of my visit was 151, 
being 51 less than the number at the last inspection. The following was the morning 
state : 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 1 


Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Master debtors 


- 3 




Committed summarily 


- 14 


5 


Poor debtors 


- 7 




Lunatics 


- 1 


1 


Felons convicted 


- 63 


- 12 ' 


Sick 


- 1 


- - 


Misdemeanants do. - 
Felons untried 
Misdemeanants untried 


- 7 

- 11 

- 7 


- 13 

4 


Total, • 


114 


37 

151 



H 2 
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North District. The accommodation consists of 91 cells, 11 rooms with beds, and 12 day-rooms; all of 

which 1 found well supplied with every necessary, very clean and orderly. There were 28 

Bepom^iSeparote m£ j e conv icts and one female. The males were all usefully employed, and I was glad 

' to learn that they have been latterly well conducted, which is to be attributed 

County of Westmeath in a great degree to the Governor’s exertions in providing constant work for them. 
Gaol. The prisoners are classed as well as circumstances will admit of. The <r n ol did not 

appear to be over-crowded, and everything appeared to me to be carried on with great regu- 
larity and order. An admirably constructed mill has been lately erected, whicR not only 
manufactures a sufficient quantity of flour and oatmeal for the consumption of the <r a ol 
but is also a source of protit to the establishment by working occasionally for the public* 
to whom it is a great convenience. There is an excellent kiln attached to it, sixteen feet 
square, which dries sixteen barrels of corn in twelve hours. There are thirty-six men em- 
ployed in two sets working the cranks; they relieve each other every ten minutes; this 
number, by putting on an additional crank, can be increased to forty-eight; there are 
also six men employed attending the'miller, kiln, &c. The cost of the building was de- 
frayed out of the funds derived from work carried on in the gaol, the carpenter and smiths 
work, and all the labour being done by the prisoners. The outlay was as follows : 

£ s. a. 

Materials - - - - - 58 13 5 

Timber, iron, tiles, and slates - - 98 10 5 

Machinery - - - - -23 100 

Mill-stones - - - - 13 16 0 

£194 9 10 

The miller appeared to me to be a very intelligent young man, and his salary is only 
£20 per annum ; in fact nothing could be more satisfactory than the whole management of 
this department of the prison. Stone-breaking is carried on to some extent, the stones being 
generally delivered by road contractors, for whom they are broken at 5d. per ton. There is a 
weighing machine close to the gate, which is another convenience to the public, and returns 
a small profit. The tread-wheel is used only for pumping water, of which there is a suffi- 
cient supply. 

’ The number of commitments during the past year were— males, 570; females, 239. 

Re-commitments— males, 19; females, 11. The punishments were very few iud’eed— 
only 20 since the 1st of January last. 



Employment and Schools. 

The employments, on the day of my inspection, were as follow : 



Males. 

Weavers and winders, 
Shoemaking, - - - 

Tailoring, - 

Carpenters, - - - 

Smiths, - - - 

Painters, - 

Mat-makers, - 

Whitewashing, 

Corn mill, - 

Tread-wheel and stone breaking, 
Prison duties, - 



Females. 
Carding, - 
Spining, - 
Knitting, - 
Sewing, - 
Laundry work, - 
Prison duties, - 



°[ "°' j S f “ the >! y^V' 8160 18s - M Thera "-ere twenty-seven of the pri- 
soners taught trades since the 1st of January, 1849. * 

•i WaS T ®° rry . t0 ° bserve ^at the school department was not so well attended to as I could 
w h; I examined several of the junior prisoners, and they appeared to have made but 
ittle progress, although they had been for some time in the gaol. 

Female Department. 

JSSJJ pnrt of the prison is a very ill-constrncted building — being the old 
gaol yet rt was so clean, well ventilated, and orderly, that I think as lone® as it re- 
‘twill very well answer its purpose, fbe females 
ihJnh, lnt0 two classes, according to character; they were nearly all employed and 
e«a^’ shS:; 0 dT 0r0 T f d l d T - ller 1 It'natic, am«,LrmS taint 

more work Xn anv Z d l,erself the .‘'“7 spinning ; the matron assured me she did 
m re work than any two women so employed in the prison. 

The dietary was as follows : — Dietary. 

ln stirabout ’ wUh Wf * pinl nsw ~ miIk - For d! " ncr ’ 
for breakfast; 12 os. bread, 

working hard." ^ ° Z * oatmea ^ anc * oz - bread, with same milk as first class, to those 
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There were no complaints whatever of the dietary, indeed it would be strange if there had, 
for in any gaol that 1 have visited I have not seen better bread and milk. The flour and 
oatmeal manufactured in the mill were also of excellent quality. There were no contracts 
but for milk. New, 5 cl . ; buttermilk, 2d. Net cost of dietary per day : males, 2%d. ; 
females, 2 \d. 

Books and jA.CCOU)lts . Books and Accounts. 

I spent a considerable time in going through the books and accounts of this gaol, and the 
result was most satisfactory. The checks on the daily consumption, employments, and ge- 
neral expenditure were quite sufficient. 



Kobth District. 
Reports on separate 

County of Westmeath 



Officers’ Visits. 

The visits of the non-resident officers since the 1st of January last, were : 
Local Inspector and Protestant Chaplain, 119 I Presbyterian Chaplain, - 

S ur ge° n > 120 | Roman Catholic do., 



Officers’ Visits. 



Officers and Salaries. 



The Hon. and Rev. H. M. Browne, 

Local Inspector, - - - 50 0 0 

Same, as Protestant Chaplain, - 30 0 ' 0 
Rev. A. Gibson, Pres. Chap., - 30 0 0 
Rev. James Savage, R. C. Chap., 30 0 0 
Mr. William Middleton, Apothecary, 42 0 0 
Mr. James Tyrrell, Governor, - 150 0 0 

Richard Deverell, Deputy Gov., - 50 0 0 
William Trydell, Turnkey, - 30 0 0 
John Harper, do. - - 30 0 0 



William Briggs, Turnkey, 
Robert Howe, do., 

Heniy Briggs, do., 

Benjamin Fielding, do., 

John Kane, do;, 

Peter Kelly, Miller, 

Edward Dowdall, Baker, 

Anne Frazer, Matron, 

Mary Harper, Deputy Matron, 



£ s. 
30 0 
30 0 
30 O 
30 0 
30 0 
20 0 
15 0 
24 5 
14 5 



Officers and Salaries. 

d. . 



0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

6 



The turnkeys wear uniform; they appeared to be very efficient, and the Governor <r av e 
them the highest character for regularity and attention to their duties. 



Hospitals. Hospitals; 

This gaol is at all times remarkably healthy; there was only one in hospital at the time 

of my visit; U was well ventilated, and very clean. The number of admissions durino- the 
last year were altogether only 57.' An apothecary is employed, and receives by contract 
£42 a-year for medicine and attendance; under the circumstances he is certainlv well naid 
for both. 3 v 

Board of Superintendence. Board of Superintend 

The Board meet frequently, and it is evident they take great interest in the o-eneral denCe ’ 
management of the gaol, which, with the single exception of the school, is one of the best 
conducted prisons I have met with anywhere. The Local Inspector keeps the account of 
the general expenditure, which is checked by the Board, and the bills paid with meat 
regularity. & 



Members. 

Hugh Morgan Tuite, 

John Charles Lyons, 

Richard W. Reynell, 

Thomas F. Uniacke, 

Francis P. Smith, 

James W. M. Berry, 

Godfrey Levinge, 



Members. 

John Caulfield, 

Henry Murray, 

James Fetherston H. 

Denis Daly, 

Richard S. Fetherston H., and 
Samuel A. Reynell, Esqrs. 



General Observations. 

It will be perceived by my previous observations that I had every reason to be pleased 
with the general management of this gaol. I visited it three times durino- niv so- 
journ at Mullingar, and on each occasion everything appeared to be going on with accus- 
tomed order, quietness, and regularity, which in itself is sufficient proof of the efficiency 
and attention of the Local Inspector, the Governor, and other officers of the establishment 



General Observations. 



Bridewells. 

■ ^oate.—Tbere were three male prisoners and one female confined here at the time of mv 
visit; 184 during the last quarter, and 69 since the 1st of July. The dietary was according 
to the regulation; the meal is supplied from the county gaol. The bridewell was 
remarkably clean and orderly, and the registry correct. It is frequently visited by the Local 
Inspector, and also by the Governor of the county gaol. 

Castletowndclvin. This is a new bridewell, and a very ill constructed one; indeed I cannot 
understand how it could have been certified for by those whose business it was to see the 
plans properly executed. Six of the cells are only six feet by five ; they are lighted from 
the roof, and there is no means of opening the windows. There is no ventilation what- 
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Norik District, ever, and the walls were quite wet, although it has been occupied since, the 9th of 

April last; in fact, it is not at all fit to commit any human being to; there is no pump. 

Reports on separate t ] ig water |, as to be brought from a distance. Fortunately there were no prisoners here 
Prisons. at t j lfi t j me m y v j s j tj an( j j was informed that some of the neighbouring magistrates re- 

County of Westmeath f US e to commit prisoners to it in its present state. The place was very clean, and the 

Gaol. keeper, who had been a turnkey in the county gaol, seemed an attentive and efficient man. 

The Local Inspector, the Rev. Coote Molloy, frequently visits the bridewell. 

James Galavey, Inspector- General. 



SOUTH DISTRICT. 



South District. COUNTY OF CARLOW GAOL, AT CaRLOAV — V lSITED 13 tH DECEMBER, 1850. 



County of Carlow Gaol. 
Visited December 13, 



State and Accommodation. 



1850. 

State and Accommo- 
dation. 



Subjoined is the return of prisoners confined here at the period of my 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Master debtors . 


5 


1 


Poor do. 


2 


— 


Felons convicted 


. 57 


40 


Misdemeanants do. 


6 


- 


Felons untried 


. 18 


17 



Classes. 

Misdemeanants untried 
Lunatics 



Total . 



visit : — 

Males. Females. 
1 

1 



89 59 

148 



Commitments during past year, males, 1,084, females, 546 ; re-commitments, males, 17, 
females, 13 ; greatest number in gaol at one time during past year, males, 162, females, 
82. The above shows a slight increase, the numbers at the last inspection having 
amounted to 135. No perceptible change worthy of mention has taken place in the general 
character of crime ; but the cases of drunkenness, I regret to say, are much more 
numerous. There were no vagrants ; the system of committal for four-and-twenty hours 
without food having been found to operate effectually against this unmanageable class of 
prison inmates. The assistant barrister for the county, Mr. Andrews, Q.c., is favor- 
able to the experiment of short and severe sentences, combined in suitable cases with 
whipping; and this latter punishment has had the effect of deterring juvenile male 
offenders from re-commitment. Classification is strictly maintained among the males, but 
the limited space allotted to the-females renders this impracticable. The accommodation 
consists of 75 single cells, 3 solitary cells, and 12 rooms with beds. A portion of the older 
parts of the gaol being at present unoccupied, would appear to afford a suitable opportunity, 
as all convicts (transports) have been removed, to put into effect, as far as possible, the 
separate system, the good effects of which I have noted with great pleasure in other gaols. 
The prisoners take them meals in their cells. The sewerage is defective, obstructions 
having been encountered in carrying out the original design, but the sanitary condition of 
the gaol has not been affected. It is to be regretted that there is no ground-plan of the 
sewers, with a view to guiding future improvement. The storage is very had, and the 
building damp and confined. 



Employment and Schools. 

The males are occupied in stone -breaking, picking oakum, making nets, mats, shoes, 
and nails, in tin- work, rough carpentry, and weaving. The whole of the prison clothing, ex- 
cept the frieze for the male prisoners, is manufactured within the walls. There is a ready 
sale for calico, nets, and mats, but these articles are disposed of at such a price as not to 
interfere with free labour outside. The tread-wheel is applied solely to raising water, and 
is obliged to be stopped for a short time when the cistern is full. The power thus wasted 
might perhaps be beneficially turned to account, by connecting the wheel with some other 
operation. For the purpose of carrying out hard labour, a hand-mill, worked by upright 
capstan bars has beenfoundeffectiveinothergaols. I have heard no complaints of its liability 
to fall out of order ; and as it is particularly irksome to prisoners, it unites the means of 
punishment and production : it is well adapted to grinding corn. Two only out of the five 
turnkeys are handicraftsmen, one a weaver, and the other a shoemaker ; and I beg to call 
the attention of the Board to the selection in future of persons qualified to give in- 
struction in trades, as such employment is the cheapest and easiest mode of carrying out 
discipline, and maintaining order. Educational teaching is given by one of the. 
turnkeys, but he is not a regularly trained schoolmaster. 



FemaU department. 

I lament to be obligedto report the accommodation here as wholly insufficient for carry- 
ing out even the first principles of prison discipline, either material or moral. There are 
three women in each cell, and the clay -rooms and laundry are utterly 'inadequate for the' 
reception of the numbers who are congregated in them without classification, though the 
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latter is of even greater importance among females than males. They are employed, as South District. 
far as the limited space into which they are pennedwill permit, in washing, spinning, knitting, ortTonseparate 

and making up prison clothing. Anything like an effective system of education is, under the ep °prisons. 

above circumstances, nearly impracticable. These are evils of such magnitude, that I ven- 

ture to express a confident hope that prompt means will be taken for improving this County of Carlow Gaol. 
deplorable condition of things, by providing further accommodation. 



Dietary. Dietary. 

Males, for breakfast : 8 oz. of meal in stirabout, with £ a pint of new-milk. Dinner : 14 
oz. of bread, with 1 pint of new-milk. 

Females, for breakfast: 7 oz. of meal in stirabout, with \ pint of new-milk. Dinner: 

12 oz. of bread, with f of a quart of new-milk. Meal, £ oatmeal and £ Indian meal. 

Contracts — Bread, per lb, \%d. ; oatmeal, per cwt. 10.?. ; Indian meal, per cwt. 8s- ; 
new-milk, per gallon, 4 \d. ; salt, per stone, z\d. 

Complaints, which I was informed are not unfrequent, having been made to me of the 
milk, I tasted it, and found it of fan* quality. The resident officers, who are all on gaol 
allowance, are servedfrom the samevessel as the prisoners, so that any ground of complaint 
is brought immediately imder the notice of the authorities. The Local Inspector reported 
to me very favorably of the substitution of gruel for milk, in cases of short hnprisonment ; 
as an important saving has been effected, and no mjurious consequences to health hav e 
been experienced. 



Books and Accounts. Books and Accounts. 

The books were regular. I went carefully through the accounts, and have great pleasure 
in recording my entire satisfaction with the accuracy and facility of checking presented 
by the excellent system of keeping. 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, . 



Officers' Visits. Officers’ Visits. 

119 I Protestant Chaplain, . 110 

115 I Roman Catholic do. . 95 



Officers and Salaries. 



Officers and Salaries. 



£ *. d. 

A. Fitzmaurice, Esq., Local Insp. . 60 0 0 
R. M'Dowell, Governor . . 200 0 0 

Caroline Gavan, Matron, . . 50 0 0 

J. H. Lowther, Deputy-Governor . 50 0 0 
Rev. F. J. G. Trench, M.A. . . 30 0 0 

Rev. G. F. Hume . . . . 30 0 0 

T. J. Rawson, Esq., M.D., Surgeon — 



R. Tunstead, Turnkey at gate 
William Jones, weaver . 

H. Parker, shoemaker . 

William Chalmers .... 
William Coleman .... 
Eliza Twamley, Nurse, 4s. per week 



£ s. d. 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
10 8 0 



Hospitals. Hospitals. 

There were no males in hospital at the period of my visit, and but one female patient, 
though there were four or five convalescents from dysentery. This department is very 
creditably conducted, and at a moderate cost, as shown by the annexed summary. There 
was one female lunatic, clamorous but not dangerous. 







































lost past 


Hospital. 


Hospital. 


scribed for. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


Attendances. 




1847 


141 


365 


740 


29 


10 


8 


270 


Doctor Rawson and the Apo- 
thecary have attended on 


















eveiy occasion when their 


1848 


327 


724 


1114 


82 


1C 


8 


341 


assistance was required, in 
addition to theirregular visits. 
The cases of sickness this 


1849 


174 


201 


970 


26 


1 


5 


294 


year have been considerably 
under the average of the 


















three preceding years. 



Board of Superintendence. ®°“' d of Su P er:n - 

•' tendence. 

The Board meets monthly, when the hills are examined and discharged — a prudent and 
convenient practice, and worthy of general adoption. 



Colonel Bruen, M.P. 

W. B. McBunbury, Esq., M.P. 
H. Rochfort, Esq. 

J. H. Eustace, Esq. 

Hugh Falkner, Esq. 

W. R. Stewart, Esq. 



J. Alexander, Esq. 

Henry Watters, Esq. 

Samuel Elliott, Esq. 

W. Duckett, Esq. 

William Fishbourne, Esq. 

[Vacant by death of B. B. Newton, Esq.] 
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South District. 



General 0 bservations. 



Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Carlow Gaol . 
General Observa- 



I found the building in fair repair, and the establishment in a sound state of order and 
general discipline. There are two points however to be noticed. Firstly, the very unusual 
number of punishments, which amount to 25 1 ; though doubtless many of them are of a 
trifling character, and were inflicted for inconsiderable offences, yet the constant recurrence 
of these minor penalties is likely to produce irritation and contempt rather than salutary 
fear, or permanent amendment. Unquestionably, no infraction of discipline should be per- 
mitted to pass unnoticed, but if a record be kept, and each irregularity be entered against the 
name of the offender, the more effective mode of repression is to administer punishment 
cumulatively, so that such examples shall be rare and severe. Secondly, the system of lock- 
up at night appeared to me somewhat lax, but upon my representation the Governor at once 
undertook to adopt and maintain a more rigid form for the future. The Local Inspector, 
Mr. Fitzmaurice, is evidently possessed of high intelligence and great energy, and in all 
matters of detail and internal economy is a most valuable officer. I observe with pleasure 
that his salary has been raised since the last inspection. I have dwelt, under the various 
headings, upon the subjects requiring observation, and I trust that the Board will take 
into their serious consideration, the necessity of extending the accommodation, which a 
space of ground in front of the gaol, belonging, I am informed, to the comity, would appear 
suitable to furnish, at no considerable outlay ; but the question of locality is one which 
residents are of course more competent to decide. 

•J. Comiy Connellan, 1 mpector- General. 



County of Clare Gaol. COUNTY OF CLABE GaOL, AT ENNIS. — VlSITED 23 rD AUGUST, 1850. 

Visited August 23, 



1850. 

State and Accommo- 
dation. 



State and Accommodation. 
The prisoners were classified as follows : — 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Master debtors, - 


5 


1 


Poor do., 


8 


6 


Felons convicted, 


- 221 


21 


Misdemeanants do.. 


- 116 


31 


Felons untried, - 


7 


6 


Misdemeanants do., 


- 62 


47 


Drunkards, - 


1 


- 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Vagrants, - 


1 


- 


Committed summarily, 


- 49 


32 


Lunatics, - 


3 


1 


Sick in hospital, - 


- 14 


9 




487 


154 


Total, 


641 



This return exhibits a trifling increase over the numbers recorded at the last inspection, 
viz. 611 ; but there is no alteration in the amount or the character of crime in this county, 
which merits special notice. 144 prisoners of the lower grade of offenders, either untried 
or summarily convicted for periods not exceeding two months, were confined in the old 
gaol, which was placed, as an auxiliary prison, under the superintendence of the Governor 
in April, 1849, in consequence of the great pressure. They were all engaged in stone- 
breaking, from which a very small profit is realised. They did not wear prison dresses, as 
to criminals of this minor class it would be a temptation to exchange their rags for even the 
oldest cl.othing. The convicts sentenced to transportation amounted to 164 males and 6 
females. The commitments during the past year were — Males, 2594 ; females, 732. The 
re-commitments — Males, 301 ; females, 81. The greatest number in gaol at one time 
during the past year — Males, 620; females, 145. Average males, 486; females, 121. 
The old gaol affords considerable accommodation, and was perfectly clean, but is defective 
in the supply of water, which is furnished from the new gaol. The latter contains 115 
single cells, 6 solitary cells, 9 rooms with beds, 8 day-rooms, and 11 yards. The sewers 
are now most effective, from their being constantly flushed with the water raised by the 
tread-wheel and an engine constructed for this purpose. In spile of the overcrowding — 
there being 497 prisoners confined in a building originally intended for a fourth of this 
amount — classification has been preserved to the utmost possible extent. The boys, of whom 
I regret to say there were 44 under 14 years of age, are kept separate from the adults by 
placing them when at work on the opposite side of the yard. In fine, every exertion is 
made to meet the difficulties which impede discipline and endanger health. Perforated zinc 
windows are used in, the cells, which contain four cots in a space of six feet by nine. 



'Employment and Schools. 

The whole of this department. is cavried on with remarkable vigour and skill by the Go- 
vernor, aided by the Deputy Governor and nine of the turnkeys, who instruct their pri- 
soners in their respective trades ; and each turnkey keeps a work ledger, which shows the 
employment of every prisoner in his class. The employment, besides prison duties, hard 
labour, &c., consists of weaving, shoemaking, tailoring, carpentering, smith’s-work, tin- 
work, coopering, the making of nail’s, cots, barrows, clogs, and brushes, picking oakum, 
breaking stones, &c. All the bread is baked in the prison, all the bedding and clothing 
are manufactured there, and the Governor has been enabled to enter into a contract for the 
supply of some of the above articles to the county infirmary and the workhouses, at a con- 
siderable advantage. The result of this energetic and admirably worked system is three- 
eld, viz., the regular employment and separation, as far as is practicable, of the prisoners. 
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is highly conducive to discipline; secondly, many upon leaving the gaol were furnished South District. 
with the means of subsistence, for no less than 71 male prisoners were sent out able to earn ' 

their bread by trades, wholly taught them while confined during the year ; and lastly, the * P ° prisons! 5 *™ 

amount of profit actually realised effects a very important diminution in the county expen- 

diture. It is to be observed further, in justice to Mr. Darcy, that he takes no credit for the County of a«re Croat. 
labour of prisoners in whitewashing, painting, gravelling, &c. 

The profit account this year exhibits a total of £538 14' ,9. 5\d., which considerably 
exceeds the whole cost of the bridewells of this county for the preceding year — namely, 

£4*65 5s. 10 d., and as the latter will, in consequence of the reduction of the dietary, be 
much less expensive than heretofore, it is not unfair to expect that in future a large balance, 
after defraying the above-mentioned outlay, will be annually carried to the credit of the gaol. 

There were 45 males and 27 females taught to read and write during the past year. 

The Female Department Female Department, 

is well tended by the matron, who gives instruction to the prisoners under her charge. 

They are emplo 3 r ed generally in needlework, spinning, carding, washing, and the usual 
prison duties. The rooms, &c., were clean and orderly. The principal want is one which 
has been noticed by all former inspectors, being that of a drying apparatus attached to the 
laundry, the erection of which would soon repay the outlay by the better preservation of the 
articles, and would tell effectively in point of health and comfort. 

Dietary. Dietary. 

Breakfast : Indian meal and new-milk. Dinner : rye and seconds flour, bread and new- 
milk. 

The bread is all baked in the gaol at a cost of 'id. per lb. The diet generally costs a 
fraction below 2 d. a day per head. 



Contracts. Contract 1 !. 

Bread baked in the gaol at the cost of per lb. ; Indian meal, per cwt., 7s. 3d. ; meat, 
per lb., 6rf.; new-milk, per gallon of four quarts, 3 Id . ; salt, per stone, 3 if o'. 



Books and Accounts 

are kept with great accuracy and regularity, and the system of checks is quite sufficient. 



Books anti Accounts. 



There is a salaried clerk 


employed. 
















Officers and Salaries. 






Officers and Salark 




£ 


s. 


d. 




£ 


s 


d. 


Governor, - - - 


- 300 


0 


O 


7th Turnkey, - 


- 27 


0 


O 


Protestant Chaplain, - 


- 46 


3 


0 


8th do., - 


- 26 


0 


0 


Roman Catholic do., - 


- 46 


3 


0 


9th do., ... 


- 26 


0 


0 


Physician, - 


- 54 


0 


0 


10th do., 


- 26 


0 


0 


Apothecary, 


- 20 


0 


0 


11th do., ... 


- 26 


0 


0 


Clerk, 


- 30 


0 


0 


12th do., - 


- 26 


0 


0 


Matron, - 


- 40 


0 


0 


13th do., - 


- 26 


0 


0 


Schoolmaster, 


- 30 


0 


0 


14tli do., --- 


- 26 


0 


0 


1st Turnkey, 


- 40 


0 


0 


1st Female assistant, 


- 15 


0 


0 


2nd do., ... 


- 40 


0 


0 


2nd do., 


- 15 


0 


0 


3rd do., - 


- 30 


0 


0 


Nurse-tender, 


- 24 


0 


0 


4th do., - 


- 30 


0 


0 


Watchman, 


- 20 


0 


0 


5th do., - 


- 27 


0 


0 


Messenger, ... 


6 


0 


0 


6th do., --- 


- 27 


0 


0 











There are no officers on prison allowance. It is to be remarked that there is no Local 
Inspector in this gaol — the chaplains, consequently, are unremitting in their attention to the 
dietary. 

Officers' Visits. Officers’ Visit*. 



Surgeon, &c., ... 596 | Roman Catholic Chaplain, - - 384 

Protestant Chaplain, - - 365 [ 



Hospitals. 

The hospitals were scrupulously clean. The cases amounted to 23 — 14 males and 9 
females — no epidemic nor noticeable disease. The medicines are furnished at druggist’s 
prices by the apothecary, who is paid a salary for compounding, and the cost for the last 
three years was as follows : — 



1848, 

1849, 

1850, 



23 18 2 
32 15 2 

24 0 0 



There were three male lunatics — one clamorous and talkative, but not dangerous; and 
one female more quiet, and presenting the appearance rather of idiotcy. 

4 I 
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Sooth Distmct. Hoard of Superintendence. 

Bepons on separate The Board sits monthly, with an average of four or five members, who examine the 
Prisons. accounts and pay by cheques. 



County of C are Gaol. 
Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



Sir Lucius O’Brien, Bart., M.P. 
John O’Brien, M.P. 

Charles Mahon. 

John Enright. 

William Keane. 

James O’Dwyer. 



John Singleton. 

Hindoo Blood. 

Richard J. Stackpoole. 
Luke Brady. 

William Fitzgerald. 
Charles W. Gore, Esqrs. 



General Observations. 



General Olserratwns. 



It is almost unnecessary to offer any further remarks on the above details, which redound 
so much to the credit of the Governor, and which supply his best eulogy. Being early 
familiar with the management of a prison under his faiher, the late governor, he combines 
the advantage of long experience with youthful energy and vigour, and he takes a deep 
interest in all that relates to the order, the discipline, and the economy of the institution. 
At present all his powers arc tested to meet what is — it may be hoped — an e.rreji/ioiinl state 
of the country, and to devise makeshifts against the overwhelming difficulties which beset 
and impede the carrying out of any regular system. But if better days should come, and 
the piessure upon the space at his disposal should be consequently diminished, it may be 
reasonably expected that he will give the fullest development to those principles of repression 
and reformation which can now be only imperfectly approached. 



Bridewells; 



Bridewells. 

The bridewells are under the charge of the Governor, and are clean, orderly, and well 
managed. It is to be observed, that the last approved dietary has only been adopted in 
them lately, and that a consumable reduction may be looked for in the expense of feeding 
the prisoners. 

Ennistymov. — Clean and in good repair — furnished with n well and pumps, and efficient 
sewerage. The bedding adequate— the books correct— frequently visited by the Local In- 
spector. Four cells and two day-rooms. No prisoners at the time of inspection. Cost of 
dietary, 4 i^d. per clay per head. Salary of keeper, .£20. 

Kilrush. — One male prisoner — one female. Number at the last quarter sessions, 62; 
(luring the la-t quarter, 258. Eight cells— one for drunkards, two for females; two day- 
rooms. New sewers have been constructed, which can be easily flushed and will keep the 
privies clear. The pump in good working order— the building clean and orderly, and the 
registry, &c., correct. The long periods of detention in this bridewell, which I noticed 
and inquired into, were accounted for by several remands in two cases, one of murder and one 
of systematic sheep- stealing. The Local Inspector visits constantly. Cost of dietary, 4 -Id. 
The keeper, a very intelligent and respectable person, was formerly a turnkey at Ennis gaol, 
and receives a salary of £30. 

Six-mile- bridge. — Six male, three female prisoners. 114 at last sessions— 116 during the 
last quarter. Two cells for males — two for females; two yards, &c. The building clean, 
and registry correct. Some of the bedding worn out. Pump and sewers good. A wooden 
door, lending from one of the yards to the court-house, seems quite insecure. The keeper, 
whose salary is jf20, has been paid quarterly for dieting the prisoners at 2>\d. a bead on the 
former scale, but henceforth the cost will probably not exceed 2 d. The Local Inspector 
does not visit frequently. 

Tulla — Seven male prisoners— one female. 100 at the last sessions— 380 during the last 
quarter. Six cells — one for drunkards, two day-rooms, two yards. Pump good, and 
sewerage lately improved. Building clean, but the bedding requires renewal, from the 
constant use by such great numbers. The books correct. The dietary (on the old scale), 
4 d. The Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Brew, visits regularly. Salary of keeper, £20. 

Killaloe .— Two males — no females. 80 last sessions— 165 during last quarter. Five 
mis — -lour for males, one for females, and one other room for the latter; two day-rooms. 
The building clean and orderly, and the books well kept. The bedding tolerably good. 
The sewe.age defective. No pumps; the high position of the bridewell would render 
sinking expensive. AVater is brought from an inconvenient distance. Dietary hitherto. 
The Rev. Mr. Edwards inspects occasionally. The keeper seems to be anxious and 
acuve; his salary is £20. 

J. Corrx Connellan, Inspector-General. 



County of Cork Gaol. 
Visited, April 20, 
1850. 

State and Accommo- 
dation. 



County of Cork Gaol. — Visited 26th April, 1850. 

State and, Accommodation. 

This large gaol is yet quite insufficient to contain the great numbers that are sent there — 
sometimes one hundred in a day ; and, unfortunately, the space of ground comprised within 
oes not oner sufficient means for enlargement. A new residence for the Governor, how- 
v r, ] S piesent in progress, near the entrance. The number on the day of inspection 
was seventy-one more than ou the last, just about a year previous. 
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Classes. 


Males. Females. 


Master debtors. 


8 


1 


Poor do. 


11 




Felons convicted . 


189 


13 


Misdemeanants do. 


533 


214 


Felons untried, 


2 


4 


Misdemeanants do 


141 


73 


Under revenue laws, . 


8 





Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Committed summarily, 


12 


6 


Lunatics, 


1 




Sick in hospital, 


39 


26 


In solitary, 


3 

947 


337 


Total, . 


1,284 



Of these, upwards of two hundred were convicts under sentence of transportation, whose 
conduct was exceedingly troublesome, as they were anxious to be sent away. An outbreak 
had taken place amongst them shortly before, and one of the ringleaders was still in irons. 
It is rather difficult to know how to act with respect to such disturbances. The first impulse 
would be to remove the most refractory, as soon as practicable, to the Government prisons ; but 
were this done, their object would be at once attained, and a premium appear to be offered 
tor insubordination. 



South District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Cork Gaol. 



The accommodation is— 



Wards, 

Yards, 
Day-rooms, . 
Cells, . 
Sleeping-rooms, 



State and Accommodation. 



No. 


No. 


. 20 


Chapels, . . . . 1 


. 21 


Kitchens, ... 2 


. 30 


Workshops, ... 3 


. 247 


Laundries, ... 1 


. 17 


Tread-wheels, . . 2 



Worksheds, . 
Hospital rooms, 
Solitary cells, 
Pumps, 



No. 
. 18 



Pairs blankets, 
Pairs sheets, 

Rugs, 

Hammocks or cots, 
Bed-ticks, 





No. 




. 998 




. 123 




. 500 




• 78 




. 744 



Shirts, 

J aekets, 

Trowsers, 

Caps, 

Pairs shoes, 



No. 

1,100 

850 

1,480 

1,318 

1,020 



is difficult to tell what evils might not have arisen from this overcrowding. As it is, not- 
withstanding all the tact that is called forth to counteract it, much mischief must unavoidably 
arise. Many of the cells are only four feet wide, and in these four men are placed at nioht ! 
Most of the cells are without any kind of bedsteads, which, indeed, would be of Iittle°use, 
and in some cases the bedding is laid in the corridors. There is a large shed which is used 
as a dormitory by 100 boys, who are very properly kept by themselves, with a steady adult 
prisoner to superintend them — a turnkey would be more proper. There are not many 
vagrants, but a large number committed for insubordination in the workhouses. 

Since my last inspection, a fumigating oven has been supplied, which has been found very 
efficacious in preventing infection. The privies are constructed with funnels, and, having a 
flow of water through them, are kept perfectly sweet. In fact, cleanliness appears to be 
attended to in every particular. 

The register of punishments exhibits but few compared with the number of individuals 
confined here, and are almost entirely restricted to those for refusals to work. 

Prisoners Committed during the Year. 



Prisoners committed 
during the year. 



Felony, .... 


Males. 

615 


Females. 

121 


Petty larceny, &c., sum- 1 


1,953 


728 


mary, . . J 

Misdemeanants (ditto) . 


1,240 


497 


Under the revenue laws, 


21 


3 


Under the Poor Law Act, 


663 


299 


By Courts Martial, 


15 


_ 


Under Vagrant Act, 


285 


104 


Drunkards, 


45 


1 





Males. 


Females. 


Lunatics, under the Act "j 
for Insanity, . J 


13 


7 


Total, 


4,850 


L760 


Average daily number, . 


972 


266 


Highest at any one time, 


1,262 


443 


Lowest ditto, 


584 


230 


Average daily number in ) 
hospital, . . . J 


71 


17 



Periods of Imprisonment of the Numler Committed during the Year. 




Periods of imprison- 
ment of the number 
committed during 
the year. 
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Committals and Re-committals during the past Year. 

Males. Females. 

Re-committed once, . . 962 309 

„ . twice, . 176 100 

„ thrice, . 52 36 

Number Sentenced to Solitary Confinement during the Year. 

Males, 35 | Females, 8 

Number Sentenced to be Whipped during the Year. 

Males, 372 | Females, 0 



Punishments for Prison Offences during the Year. 

Males. Females. 
289 3 

262 22 

12 0 

Total, ..... 503 25 



Dark Cells,. 
Stoppage of Diet, 
Other punishments, 



Males. Females 

Re-committed four times 1 ^ ^ 

and more, . . J 



Employment and Schools. 

Considering the state this gaol has been in for the last three or four years, the extent to 
which labour and industrial employments are kept up is highly creditable to the management. 
In this immense crowd, no one is seen idle. There are two tread-wheels, the smaller very 
fast, requiring seventy-five steps to the minute. This is much disliked by the prisoners, 
and is used for those who are recommitted, or guilty of prison offences. Ij 

The capstan mill (the adaptation of which to this purpose may, 1 believe, be ascribed to 
Mr. Lloyd the Governor) appears to answer admirably. It is worked generally by 60 men 
at a time, and the labour (which is not too severe, and yet much disliked) may be regulated 
by dimiuishing or increasing the number. The machinery works the mill by which all the 
meal consumed in the gaol is ground. The tread-mills and capstan mill together employ about 
300 men. There are some long sheds for stone-breaking, which might be easily divided 
into stalls. All the gaol clothing is made up here, as well as most of the materials. The 
employments were - 



Employment on the Bay of Inspection. 



MALES. 



Baking, 5 

Bruslmaking 3 

Capstan mill, 86 

Carpentering 7 

Cleaning and whitewashing, • . 54 

Cooking, 6 

Coopering, ...... 1 

Labouring, 12 

Matraaking, 3 

Painting 2 

Picking oakum, &c. . • . . . 347 



Pumping 4 

Schooling, 39 

Smiths’ work, & 

Shoemaking 22 

Stone breaking 30 

Tailoring, 25 

Tin work, 3 

Treadmill 161 

Weaving 33 

Winding 9 



Knitting, . 
Needle-work, 
Prison duties, . 



FEMALES. 



12 Spinning and Carding, 

100 Washing 

12 



The only bad feature in this goal 



is the paucity of school instruction. There is no regular 



schoolmaster, but some lessons are given to the juveniles in the chapel. 



Education. 

Untried boys only kept at school, no record kept of progression. 



Ages, Religion, and Education of the Prisoners Committed during the Year. 





1| 




10 Years anil 


3 


8 


i 

& 


3 


g. . 

1| 

5 


1 




93 

1 


i ■ 
1! 
r 


I* 

i 1. 


f 

1 

K 


f 

a 


Foluns mul mis- 
demeanants, . 

Vagrants, . 
Bruntarile, 


1520 1055 
285 101 

4=1 > 




- 


575 


i 


703 

47 

3 




53 


19 


935 414 
64 29 
24 . 


L2 15 

11 


664 

20 


69 


25 

11 


4451 

282 


a::, 

fis 






19 


340 

16 


J020 

31 

11 


21 C 
29 


2144 

188 

15 


« 
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Number attending School during the Year. 

Males, . . . ' . 15,894 | Females, ...... 0 

Average Number attending Daily. 

Males, ..... 42 | Females, ...... 0 

Female Department. 

No classification has been attempted with the females, who are crowded at night, partly into 
67 cells, and partly in the corridors, in which the bedding is laid on the floors. The only 
novelty since my last report was the capstan mill which works a pump and takes the labour 
of 20 women. This (as regards females) does not appear open to the same objection as the 
tread-wheel. The labour is not necessarily severe, and can produce no straining effect upon 
the muscles. At the same time it is considered irksome and thus acts as a punishment with- 
out producing any physical evils. The other occupations are given above. The wash-house 
is disproportionably small ; but there is a shed adjoining where most of this work is 
carried on. 

There is a very good hospital appropriated to the females in the same building, consisting 
of two wards above, and one beneath for convalescents, all well ventilated. There were 29 
sick when I was there. 

About 16 of the younger females are taught reading, &c., by one of the turnkeys. 



Dietary. 





First Class. 


Second Class. 


Third Class. 




Men. 


Women. 


Children under 10 


Breakfast, 


( 6 oz. Indian meal, 
■j 2 oz. rice, 
l 1 pint of milk. 


5 oz. meal, 

2 oz. rice, 

1 pint of milk. 


4 oz. Indian meal, 
1 oz. lice, 

1 pint of milk. 


Dinner, . 


( 14 oz. bread, 

\ 1 pint of milk.' 


12 oz. bread, 

1 pint of milk. 


10 oz. bread, 

1 pint of milk. 


Supper, . . 


- 


- 


f 4 oz. bread, 
\ l pint milk. 



In conformity with the authorized rules, which give a discretionary power to that effect; 
two ounces of bread extra are allowed to those prisoners who are employed in exhausting 
labour. The bread is baked in the gaol, composed of whole whealen meal, with a portion of 
seconds, and is very good. The proper allowance of milk for men is half a pint only, at 
breakfast, and a pint at dinner; but, as the milk here is invariably skimmed before using, 
two pints of that are considered equivalent to the legal allowance. 

Boohs and Accounts. 



The books are kept by the clerk, and the whole system of registries and accounts appears 
bo satisfactory as to render any further remark unnecessary. 



Indian Meal, 
Rice, . 
New-milk, . 
Salt, . 



Contracts. 



s. d. 

. 7 6 per cwt. 

■ 12 0 „ 

. 0 3i per gal. 
. 1 5 per cwt. 



Coals, . 
Straw, . 
Candles, 



«. d. 

. 12 10 per ton. 
. 40 0 per ton. 
. 0 4} per lb. 



Officers and Salaries. 



E. R. Townsend, Local Inspector, . 150 
William Beamish, Surgeon, . . 74 

Rev. J. M. Reeves, Prot. Chaplain, 46 
Rev. F. O’Sullivan, R. C. Chaplain, 40 
Wm. C. Townsend, Apothecary, 
Farmar Lloyd, Governor, 

Mary Casey, Matron, . 

John Joyce, Assistant and Clerk, 
George Garrett, Turnkey, 

William Stevenson, ditto 
William Roche, ditto . 

Jeremiah Sullivan, ditto 
Patrick Jordan, ditto 
Richard Curran, ditto . 

Simon Flynn, ditto 
William Neill, ditto 
John Sweeny, ditto 



400 0 0 
50 0 0 
40 0 0 
43 7 6 
42 0 0 
35 0 0 
37 10 0 
35 0 0 
30 0 0 
25 0 0 
20 0 0 
25 0 0 



John Naylor, Turnkey, 

Thomas Hickey, ditto . 

Edward Waters, ditto . 

Timothy Byrnes, ditto . 

Peter Taylor, ditto 

Thomas Allen, ditto 

Thomas Good, ditto 

Edmond Cudmoi e, ditto, Baker, . 

Henry Dillon, ditto, Miller, . 

Edmond Vanstan, ditto 

William Sweeny, ditto, 

Mary A. Gihson, AssistantMatron, . 
Jane Beecliam, ditto, 

Ellen Bogan, ditto 
Catherine, Curran, ditto 
Anne Kelly, Nurse, 

Mary Kennedy, ditto, . 



£ s. d. 
25 0 0 
25 u 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
54 12 0 
41 12 0 

20 0 a 

13 0 0 
25 0 0 
16 0 0 
15 0 0 
20 0 0 
18 0 0 
18 0 0 



South District. 

Reports on separaU 
Prisons. 

County of Cork Gaol. 
Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 
Contracts. 



Officers and Salaries. 
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South District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons 

County of Cork Gaol. 
Officers. 



Hospitals. 



Lunatics. 



Board of Superinten- 
dence. 



General Observation 5. 



M AWUNDIX TO TWKKTY-KJXT1I IIKI1 HIT OK 

Officers on Haul At hunt nee. 

The governor, matron, and turnkeys receive coals and candles for their apartments in the 
gaol. 

Officers. 

The turnkeys appear to be active and intelligent, but their number is certainly insufficient 
considering the large crowd of prisoners confined here. 

Visit* paid htf the ( \ffin rs during the Y»ar. 

Local Inspector, . . . in; . ProtoManl. Clmplain. . . j fl ;t 

Surgeon, .... |su | llunian l ‘at hulk- Chaplain, . 17 ^ 



Hospitals. 

The hospital wards for the male department are neither as spacious or well contrived as 
those appropriated to the females, to which L have already adverted. There are, however 
three large sheds used as an auxiliary hospital, which was rendered necessary last year owing 
to the prevalence of fever and cholera, by which a lamentable moitalily was' caused. At the 
tune of my inspection the prison was in a healthy state, ami no atteuth.ii appears to he spared 
either by the medical or other officers by which it may he kept free from disease. I cannot 
help observing that the salary given to Dr. Beamish, fixed at a time when the duties were 
not a quarter so laborious as they now are, is greatly inadequate, particularly when it is 
recollected that his exertions during the sickness last year were nearly attended with the loss 
or his life. 

Cason of Sickness and Lunacy dnriny l ho Your. 

. . Mule. 1‘Ymnli 1 . 

alight indisposition, :iti,K!io 1 1 me.) 

Hospital eases, .11 lit) ;»->s 

Criminal lunatics ’ j ; j ' * 7 



Disc, 



scs during the Your. 



Cholera (Asiatic), . 
Fever, 

Dysentery, 

Diarrhoea, 

Consumption, 

Apoplexy, 

Old age and debility, 
Inflammation of lungs, 
Dropsy, . 

Lunaties, 



Mules. 

II 

. :»so 
. 5»S 

. 102 



s 

1(1 

ill 



Females 

.‘ID 

Dll 

lie 

no 



a 

in 

3 

7 



Deaths and their causes during the Your. 



Cholera (Asiatic) 

Fever (typhus and "bilious) 
Dysentery 
Diarrhcea 
Consumption, . 

Apoplexy, 

Old age and debility, 
Inflammation of lungs, . 
Dropsy 



Males. 

11 

•W 

f)H 

28 

2 

2 

7 

4 



Total, 



. 1(50 



Females. 

18 



35 

20 

4 



115 



There wafnnlv ™°J S ‘ ^ r ? er from the presence of lunatics than those in the north, 

other male prisoners m m( ^ Ua ^ belonging to that unfortunate class, who was placed with the 



Board of Superintendence. 



0 Hi gk Sheriff. 

2. William R. Meade, Esq 
8. Sampson T. W. French, Esq. 

4. Thomas G. French, Esq 

5. Daniel F. Leahy, Esq. 

6. Edward E. Newenham, Esq. 

The Board meet on the last Friday 
found a good attendance of members. 



7. Nicholas Dunscombe, Esq. 

8. Robert Atlcins, Esq. 

9. John J. Hoard, Esq. 

10. Colonel Burke. 

11. William Johnson, Esq. 

12. Colonel Hodder. 

every month ; I was present on the occasion and 



General Observations. 

place of V confinenSit 6 ^ so 10 Wl l‘ ch tll5s S®? 1 5s subject, can ever render it a proper 

j 0 long as the numbers crowding are so much beyond the accommo- 
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rf2' Ij affM ' d , e< }.', A s > h °™ er > the COmt y anthorities are, I Mieve, quite aware of 
theZnZl f I*™' 86 fee ! ‘ he “P e " Se and “-^vanience of moving prisoners to 
Z. kZ lLfh ’ fr ° m P ace ! ?f metlmes nearly 100 miles distant, there can be nS doubt that 
ere long another prison mast be erected for the west riding of this large county, for which 
Skibbereen would probably be the best locality. 6 y 



South District. 



Reports on separate 
- Prisons. 



County of Cork Gaol. 



Bridewells. 



Charlmlle, April 22.— -A new keeper had lately been appointed to this bridewell, which 
S t ? ”T“ re l“ d “ S° od ° rder - There is, however, a leakage through the 
walls which ought to be attended to. Therewere 5 male and 4 female prisoners here, fesides 
sessrons were going on. The cells in all the bridewells in this 
h l S 1 ® ttei Up ™ ,th wooden guard-beds, extending the whole width, instead 
ot bedsteads. This prison contains 2 cells on the male side, with one for drnnkards, and 2 
on tbetemale.one ofwh'ch is used for males. There are also 2 large ceils upstairs, for which 
bedding was required. 1 he bread used for the prisoners was the'best white, no other sort 
being procurable in the (own. The cost per day *}* The registry was correctly kept. 

Kanturh, April 23.— -There were 17 male and 5 female prisoners here. The average 
number is about 15. .f Imbedding was worn and deficient and a new supply was expected from 
C°i k. Ihe dietary is rice and oatmeal for breakfast, and bread for dinner. Tile cost, AM. 
per day. Skim milk is given, there being a difficulty here as well as elsewhere, in getting 
buttermdk. The keeper’s house requires repairing; it admitted the damp, and he had been 
sutrermg irom illness in consequence. The place was well kept. 

* v , April 23.— This bridewell is of the same size, and on the same plan as most of 
the larger bridewells in this county, consisting of 2 day-rooms and 4 cells for males and 2 for 
females, all on the ground floor. As it was in contemplation to erect this into a district bride- 
well, a new turnkey had been appointed, apparently an efficient officer, who was beforein the 
county gaol. There were 31 male and 5 female prisoners and the petty sessions were going 
on ; one female had been committed here for a week. Some slating and repairs were required 
for the roof; in other respects it was in proper order. The books were correctly kept. The 
cost of the prisoners’ food was, for males 8* \d and for females 3 ?\d. 

Queenstown, April 25. — This is a new bridewell built on a declivily, the keeper’s apartments 
occupying the upper story, which is entered at the side. The female department, consisting 
of 1 day-room and 3 cells, forms the centre, and the lowest story consists of a day-room, and 
one large and 6 small cells, besides a day-room for males. The yards are very small. There is 
no supply of water. The cost of diet was 4 d. per day. The place was tolerably clean, and 
the books correct. 



Millstreet, April 27. — I found no improvement in this very wretched and ill-adapted build- 
ing, which contained one male prisoner only. There is a day-room, and cell below, die former 
looking into the street. The cell very dark. There are 2 sleeping rooms for females up-stairs 
with no arching or even ceiling — the slates being visible. The keeper appeared 
anxious to do his duty, and it is visited regularly by the Local Inspector. The cost of diet- 
ary per day 3 \d. 

Macroom, April 27. — This is the same size as that at Mallow, and I found it very clean 
and well managed by the keeper, who is a steady old soldier. There is no water on the 
premises. There were 3 male and 2 female prisoners, the cost of whose diet was 2j d. each 
per day. 

Bunmanway, April 27. — This is a neglected place, not that any blame appeared particu- 
larly to attach to the keeper. There were 7 males and 3 females in it. There is a day-room 
and 1 sleeping cell for males, and only 1 room for women. The accommodation is quite 
insufficient. The cost of dietary 2 \d. per night. 

Bantry, April 27. — This bridewell is on the same plan as those at Mallow and Macroom, 
and I found it as well managed os on my last inspection. There is no water, nor apparently 
from its vicinity to the sea could a well be sunk ; but one of the streams which flow through 
the town might be brought to it. It is looked after by the Local Inspector. The cost of 
the prisoners’ food was, per day, for males 2$d., and for females 2 \d. 

Castletown, April 29. — This is occasionally visited by the Local Inspector, but it is a very 
wretched affair, and unluckily it is upwards of 90 miles from the county gaol. There is no 
external wall, and it is very insecure. There are only two moderate-sized rooms; that for males 
containing 2 bedsteads, that for females one. There is no.bedding; it is very much out of re- 
pair, and the privies in a filthy state. Therewere 6 male prisoners, and 1 female; two had been 
here since the l9th of March, there having been no sessions from the absence of magistrates. 
There is no supply of water. One old prisoner was in bed apparently in extremis , and for- 
tunately he is attended by the medical officer of the dispensary. The diet is 8oz. of mixed 
oat and Indian meal for breakfast, and 14oz. of brown bread for dinner, and a pint of milk 
for each, but this not being always obtainable, coffee or tea is substituted. The costwas 5\d. for 
the last quarter, but now it is expected to be about 4 frf. The place was in a very dirty state, 
and considering that there are sometimes 23 prisoners here, and generally 7 or 8, it seems ex- 
traordinary that measures should not have been taken to place it in a better condition. 

Skibbereen, April 30.— This bridewell, similar to that at Mallow, &c., was in a much better 
state than on my last inspection, a turnkey from the county gaol having been lately 
placed there. There were 8 female prisoners, and 16 males, and 1 was told this was about the 
daily average ; 60 or 70 were expected at the sessions. It was apparently out of repair, 
and in not a very cleanly state, nor well ventilated. The books were correct, and it is visited 
occasionally by the Local Inspector. The dietary was rice, Indian meal, and bread ; and 



Bridewells. 
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•SoatK Disinter, the cost for males, per diem, 3 fad., and for females, 3d. A proper place for cooking the 
stirabout is much required. 

Report^ on^separate Rosscarbery, April 80. — This is an ill-contrived, rambling place, and contained four male 

' prisoners at the time of my visit. There is one day-room for each sex, and two sleeping 

; County of Cork Gad. apartments for males and one for females. No water on the premises. The male day-room 
looks into the yard intended for females, and the yard for males is not used. The keeper’s 
rooms are not ceiled. The diet is rice, Indian meal, and bread ; and the cost, 3d. for males 
and 2f d. for females. The building is altogether very bad and insecure. 

C Iona kilt?/, April 30.— There were no prisoners in this bridewell, which is similar in con- 
struction to that at Skibbereen. It is looked after by the Local Inspector, and appears to be 
clean and well managed by the keeper, who is an intelligent man, but is too old, and seeking 
to be superannuated. There is no supply of water. The food of the prisoners costs, per day, 

, men, 2 \d. ; women, 2 £d. 

Bandon , April 30. — The keeper of this bridewell appears to understand his duty and per- 
form it. There were 27 males and 17 females here, and sometimes there are so many as 90 
on their way to Cork, showing the necessity of another gaol for the West Riding. I was 
told that there were generally about 20 boys weekly from the Skibbereen workhouse. The 
cell windows are too small where such numbers are confined in them, and there are no ven- 
tilating holes in the doors. The Local Inspector visits it frequently. The cost of the diet 
is 2 \d. for males and 2 \d. for females. 

Kinsale, May 1. — This is a new building, a great portion of which is taken up by some 
large apartments intended for the magistrates’ use. These have never yet been ceiled, nor 
furnished, and are at present partly occupied by the keeper. It contains the same accommo- 
dation (2 day-rooms and 6 cells) as the generality. It would be an improvement were a door 
opened from the day-rooms directly into the yards. The outer wall is much too low. There 
is no supply of water. The Local Inspector is an occasional visiter. The provisions are very 
good, and the cost per day is 2 $d. for males, and 2 \d. for females. The place was very clean and 
contained only 3 male prisoners. 

Midleton, May 2. — This is on the same plan as that at Mallow, &c., and contained, at 
the time of my visit, nine male and four female prisoners. The average was, I am told, at 
least ten. There is a good supply of water, and the prison appeared to be well kept, and 
• was very clean. The bedding rather deficient. There is no proper sewerage to the privies. 
The cost of diet is 2fi. per day for the male prisoners, and 2 i/d. for the females. The 
bridewell is inspected regularly by the Local Inspector. The books were correct. 

Youghal, May 3. — This is a new building and very well done. There were two female 
and one male' prisoner there; the usual accommodation of two day-rooms and six cells. 
There is a pump, but the water is so offensive as to be useless. The books were correct, 
and the place altogether in a very clean and satisfactory state. The cost of the diet per day 
for the male prisoners is 2|£Jd., and of that for the females 2 ftC-Urf. Neither the Local 
Injector nor the neighbouring magistrates are in the habit of visiting this prison. 

Fermoy, May 3. — This bridewell is on altogether a different plan, and there is no proper 
separation between the departments allotted to the two sexes. The accommodation is very 
insufficient, there being a general daily average of 20 prisoners. 31 were confined 
here on the day of my visit — 21 males and 10 females. Water is obliged to be brought 
lom.a distance. Some of the slating of the roof is displaced, and requires repairing. The 
cost of the prisoners’ food each day is nbout 2 id. The Local Inspector is in the habit of 
attending to it. 

Mitchektown, May 3.-— This is a small place, and the Local Inspector pays no attention 
oi. ere weie 9 male and 3 female prisoners. There is one day-room and one cell 
( own-stan s, and two sleeping rooms up-stairs. The cost of diet 2| d. for each prisoner daily, 
’ere ls no supply of water. The registry was correctly kept and the place clean. 

Frederic B. Long, Inspector- General. 



City ”/ Cork Gaol. 

Viiited April 24, 

186;). 

State and Aecoramo- 

"I found the numbers in 

Classes. 
Master debtors, 

Poor do. 

Felons convicted, 
Misdemeanants do., 
Felons untried . 
Misdemeanants do. 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Vagrants, 


. 36 3 


Sick in Hospital, . 


. 2 2 




153 


45 


Total, 


198 



City of Cork Gaol. — Visited 24th April, 185( 

State and Accommodation. 

this gaol as follows : — 

Females. 

I 

6 



Males. 

9 

7 



25 

14 



l^it'free^frnm ^v> eS ^ l ^ an &t tbe kst inspection. . This gaol has a great advantage in being 
laroe lhe various crowds of beggars and drunkards to which the prisons of other 

ThSLoIl l sub J ect ’ i 15 those are for the most part committed to the City Bridewell, 
rnnvirto tont° ffeV j r ' as sbown a b°ve, 39 vagrants included amongst the prisoners. The 
* er T Ced 1° t , rans P orta bon were kept separate from the others. There has been no 
rW ■ e ^. slnc ? tae * ast inspection, but the dampness, which constituted one of the greatest 
. e is in this prison, and which rendered some of the cells useless, is being remedied by 
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substituting a pointed roof instead of the present fiat one ; two out of the six wings are already 
covered. The number of cells is 108, consequently it is not necessary to put more than 3 in 
a cell ; these are fitted up in an absurd manner, with two iron bedsteads in each. Ham- 
mocks were formerly used, the rings to which they were attached still remaining, when, 
owing to some unexplained cause, tne present plan was adopted. I would recommend the 
Board to resort as soon as possible to the original practice. The windows both of the day- 
room and corridors are too small, and might be made to let in more air, were the sashes 
made to open on a pivot. Holes for ventilation as well as inspection ought also to be made 
in the cell doors. There are no solitary cells properly speaking. 



Wards, 
Yards, . 
Day-rooms, 
Cells, 



No. 

18 


School rooms, . 


No. | 
• 1 


Laundries, 


No. 

1 


8 


Chapels, . 


• 2 1 


1 Hospital-room, . 


. 6 


18 


Kitchens, . 


• 1 


Pumps, 


. 1 


108 


Workshops, 


• 1 


[ Tread-wheels, . 


. 1 







No. 






No. 


Pairs blankets, 




. 313 


Jackets, 




. 211 


Pairs sheets, . 




. 25 


Trousers, 




. 284 


Rugs, 




. 244 


Vests, 




. 206 


Hammocks or cots, 




. 60 


Caps, 




. 150 


Bed-ticks, 




. 214 


Pairs shoes, . 




. 117 


Shirts, 




. 410 


Lon bedsteads, 




. 74 


Prisoners 


Committed dunng the Year. 






Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males. 


Females 


For treason, . 


1 










Felony, 


. 291 


161 


Average daily number, 


. 130 


49 


Petty larceny, &c. (sum 


j- 154 


6 


Highest at any one time. 


224 


79 


mary) 






Lowest ditto, 


71 


31 


Misdemeanants (ditto) 


. 390 


285 


Average daily number 


in ) . 




Under the revenue laws, 


4 


1 


hospital, . 


; 


2 


Under the Poor Law Act, 


9 


_ 








Under Vagrant Act, . 


. 576 


134 








Total, 


. 1,427 


587 









The prisoners are all supplied with gaol clothing, except those committed for less than a 
week. They take their meals in the day-rooms, and the daily routine is as follows 



' Periods of Imprisonment of the Number Committed during the Year. 




Committals and Re-committals during the past Year. 



Re-committed once, 


Males. 


Females. 




Males. Females- 


. 1,547 


580 


Re-committed four times, 


„ twice, 


230 


56 


or more, 


51 11 


„ thrice, 


75 


14 





Number Sentenced to Solitary Confinement during the Year. 

Males, 25 [ Females, ...... £0 

Number Sentenced to be Whipped during the Year. 

Males, ...... 204 | Females, ...... q 



Employment and Schools. 

There has been a considerable improvement in the system of employment since my last visit 
and at present not one prisoner is allowed to be idle. There is a tread-wheel used for pumpino- 
water. The other principal occupations are stone-breaking and oakum picking. All the 
prison clothing is made,jip here from materials that are purchased. 




South District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

Clly of Cork Gaol. 



Employment and 
Schools. 
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No trades are taught, nor are any of the turnkeys tradesmen ; but an application has been 
made to, and sanctioned by the Grand Jury, to appoint a turnkey to superintend the indus- 
trial works. 1 he employments of the prisoners on the day of my visit are thus stated : 



Employment on the day of Inspection. 



Brushmaking, 

Cleaning and whitewashing, 
Cooking, . 

Matmaking, . 

Painting, . . 



MALES. 



No. 
. 2 
. 6 
. 2 
. 4 
. 2 



Picking oakum, &c., 
Prison duties, 
Tailoring , , 

Tread-mill, . 



No. 
. 61 
. 8 
. 2 
. 28 



Knitting, 
Needlework, 
Picking oakum, &c. 
Prison duties, 



FEMALES. 

No. 

• 6 Spinning and carding, . 

. 16 Washing, 

• 2 Winding, 



Nj. 

2 



. 10 

. 1 



There are some good workshops, and a large shed for stone-breaking. As there is nlenlv 

iTt ££• SwS 4TX 1 snggesJ * hat,hey sh °“ ,d b * “5* ** 

f„ JIT l “ "° T eg ’ lIar schoo]mas ' e .';. °f *e turnkeys teaching his own respective class 

tfve O™ cf tl 1 P J' ese f wh,le . th,s was S o!d 8 forward, and some appeared nttcn- 
£ 0 ? Strn 1 tumkejrs k , e P' ? n imperfect school registry, the others had nothing of the 
derk ^ reco “ mc ” <led tlle a PP°mtment of a regular schoolmaster, who mifht also 



Education. 







Advanced 

Spelling. 


Advanced 

Heading. 


Advance! 

Writing. 


Advanoec 

Aritkmeti 


Advanced 
to Rule 
ofTliree. 


Too old. 


Unwilling 


Total. 


Began Alphabet, . 


103 


36 


39 


p. 

4 


20 




H. 

4 




:r. 


P. 


M. 


P. 


31. 


P. 


nr 


“pT 


nr 


— 


— Spelling, . 


84 


25 






30 


11 


23 


4 






















— Beading, . 


90 


10 










45 


3 






















— Writing, . 


48 


6 






























— Arithmetic, 

— Buie of Three, . 








































331 


77 


39 


4 


02 


13 


08 


7 


















500 


101 



Am Religion, and Education of the Prisoners Committed durin, 





No. Committed. 


§ 

I 


6 

1 


i 

|2 

s 


16 to 20 Tears. 


| 

§ 

s 


i 

9 

S 


irf 

H 






p. 


M. 






p 


















meanants, 


848 


453 


13 




175 


11 




“ 






51 


50 


98 


64 


Vagrants, . 


577 


101 


37 


13 


41 


14 


ICO 


23 


105 


18 


29 


22 


105 


44 


Drunkards, 
































ing the Year. 



1 

1 

(§ 


1 

i 


M 


F. 


H. 


F. 


357 


105 


375 


088 


50 


24 


487 


* 











Males, , 
Males, 



Number attending School during the Year. 



• 943 ] Females, 




. 87 


Average Number attending Daily. 






• 1 Females, . 2 


... 2 


. 10 
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Female Department. 

The women are here divided into two classes, according to character; and the depart- 
ment appeared well regulated. There is a good work-room in one of the yards — the employ- 
ments of the inmates are given above. The laundry is spacious and well contrived ; but there 
is no proper drying-room, which ought to be supplied. 

Each female has two hours’ schooling weekly from the matron or her assistant. 

Dietary. 





First Class. 


Second Class. 


Third Class. 




Men. 


Women. 


Children tinder 10. 


Breakfast, . 


| 8 oz. of meal stirabout, 
\ 1 pint of sweet milk. 


f 8 oz. of meal stirabout, 
1 1 pint of sweet milk. 




Dinner, 


f 14 oz. of bread, 

1 1 pint of sweet milk. 


f 12 oz. of bread, 

[ 1 pint of sweet milk. 


None. 


Supper, 


- 


- 





The bread is made of whole wheaten meal, and appeared to me exceedingly good. The 
Governor told me that he thought the prisoners did not look so well since the new 
dietary had been introduced ; but as both he and the medical officer imagined that their 
health was affected in consequence, I should be inclined to set this down to mere fancy. The 
average cost of dietary for each per day is 2 \d. nearly. 



Books and Accounts. 

The books are very well and correctly kept. A monthly report of stores is made by each 
turnkey, which are added up and posted in the storekeeper’s book, signed by him. I never 
saw this department better managed. The punishments are few, only 46 last year. 



Punishments for Prison Offences during 
Males. 

Stoppage of diet, . . .36 



the Year. 

Females. 

10 



Contracts. 







s. 


d. 


Bread, . 




. O 


1 1 per 12 lb. 


Oatmeal, 




1 


4 per stone. 


Indian Meal, . 




. 7 


10 per cwt. 


Rice, 




. 12 


0 per cwt. 


Meat, . 




. 0 


5 per lb. 



Sweet-milk, 


. 0 


H 


per 


gal. 


Salt, 


. 1 


4 


per 


cwt. 


Coals, 


. 13 


10 


per 


ton. 


Straw, 


. 28 


0 


per 


ton. 


Candles, . 


. 4s. 5 d. and 5 


4 


per 


doz. 



Officers and Salaries. 



£ s. d. 

James C. Perry, Esq., Local Inspector, 75 0 0 
Rev. W. C. Neligan, Protestant Chap., 46 3 0 

Rev.D. M'Swiney, R. Catholic do. 46 3 0 

William Beamish, Surgeon, . . 55 0 0 

W. T. Jones, Apothecary, . . 10 0 0 

F. D. Murphy, Governor, . 200 0 0 

John Daly, Principal Turnkey, . 50 0 0 
Daniel Giltinan, Turnkey, . . 37 6 0 

Samuel Trounce, do. . . 27 6 0 

William Plant, do. . . 27 6 0 



John Stanley, Turnkey, 


£ 

. 27 


s. 

6 


d. 

O 


Joseph Magrath, do. 


. 27 


6 


0 


James Casey, do. 


. 27 


6 


O 


Alleyn Woulfe, do. 


. 27 


6 


0 


Jeffroy Jesse, do. 

Joseph Huggins, do. 


. 27 


6 


0 


. 27 


6 


0 


Margaret Meade, Matron, 


. 35 


2 


0 


Margaret Killeher, 2nd do. 


. 23 


8 


0 


Terese Giltinan, Nurse, 


. 24 


18 


4 


Jane Stanley, Teacher, 


. 5 


0 


0 



The large number of turnkeys appears at first disproportionate to the amount of prisoners ; 
but when it it considered that the head turnkey acts also as clerk, and the first turnkey under 
him as storekeeper, while the others instruct the classes, it does not seem that there are 
altogether too many. The inconvenient arrangement of the gaol renders it more difficult 
to manage. If the appointed schoolmaster were to act as clerk, and the master of the works 
as storekeeper, some of the additional officers might be spared. The turnkeys all sleep in 
the centre of the building, instead of being dispersed through the wards as they ought to be, 
in default of a nightly patrol. 

Officers' Visits. 

Local Inspector, . . . 139 I Protestant Chaplain, . . 162 

Surgeon, * 375 | Roman Catholic, . . . 162 



Hospitals. 

The prisoners are very healthy ; only two individuals of each sex being on the sick list. 
The hospital accommodation is as perfect as it could well be made, except that an addi- 
tional bath would be an advantage, 

K 2 



South District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

City of Cork Gaol. 
Female Department. 

Dietary- 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Officers’ Visits. 
Hospitals. 
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Cases of Sickness and Lunacy during the Year. 

Males. Females. 

Slight indisposition, 1,046 349 

Hospital cases, 86 29 



Diseases during the Year. 



Fever, 

Venereal, . 

Rheumatism, 

Ophthalmia, 

Diarrhoea, . 

Dysentery, . 

Gastrodynia, 

Homoptysis, 

Abscess, 

Cholera, 

Obstruction, 

Debility, . ' 

Parturition, 

Small pox, 

Other diseases, 



Males. 

38 

7 

3 
2 

4 
4 
3 

3 

4 
3 
2 

5 

2 

6 



Females. 

15 

5 

1 



3 

5 



Deaths and their Causes during the Year. 

Males. Females. 

Cholera (Asiatic), 3 — 

Consumption, 1 - 

Fever, 3 - 

Previous to committal, 2 - 

Total, .... 9 - 



Board of Superintendence. 



] . John Shea, Esq. Mayor. 

2. Andrew F. Roche, Esq., J.r. 

3. J ames Roche, Esq., J.r. 

4. ¥m. L. Perrier, Esq., j.p. 

5. Thomas S. Reeves, Esq., J.r. 

6. Daniel Donegan, Esq., j.r. 



7. Paul M'Swiney, Esq. 

8. Francis R. Leahy, Esq. 

9. John N. Murphy, Esq. 

10. Timothy Mahony, Esq. 

11. Andrew J. Wood, Esq. 

12. Richard B. Tooker, Esq. 



The Board meets once a month, and there is generally a good attendance. The accounts 
are looked over every meeting, and the payments made monthly. 



General Olservations. 

There are radical defects in this gaol, both as to site and construction, which are irreme- 
diable; but there seems a great disposition on the part of the city to effeefas many improve- 
ments as possible. There being at present no cells adapted for punishment, or carrying out 
sentences of solitary confinement, the sum of £300 has been presented for this purpose. As 
it does not appear clear, however, whether the intention is not to carry out the separate 
system, care ought to be taken to lay out the money in such a manner as that it should not 
be thrown away in the use of ulterior improvements. 

Frederic B. Long, Inspector- General. 



County of Galway Gaol. — Visited August 21st, 1850. 



State and Accommodation. 
The state of this gaol I found to be as follows : — 

Males. Females. 



Classes. 

Master debtors, 
Poor do., 

Felons convicted, 
Misdemeanants do., 
Felons untried,. 
Misdemeanants do. 



15 

133 

32 



18 



Revenue laws, 
Committed summarily, 
Lunatics, . 

Sick in hospital, 



Total, 



Males. Females. 



This return shows, I am happy to say, 125 inmates less than at the last inspection, and 
306 less than on this day year, the numbers having then amounted to 639. The 
commitments during the past year were, males, 1877, females, 1182 ; re-commitments, males, 
027, females, 446. The greatest number in gaol at one time, males, 495, females, 147 ; ’aver- 
age males,, .353, do. females -116. There were 35 male convicts sentenced to transportation, 
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and 13 females. The accommodation consists of ninety-two single cells ; six rooms 
with beds; ten day- rooms, and nine yards. Every part of the building was scrupulously 
clean, and in careful repair. There is an adequate supply of water, but it is proposed to 
apply the tread-wheel, at a comparatively small expense, to raising more; which improve- 
ment, besides the obvious sanitary advantages, will give increased means of employing the 
prisoners in hard labour. The sewerage is very imperfect, and the stench arising from 
some of the privies, &c., is absolutely pestilential. This nuisanceis about to be immediately 
abated, instructions having been given to Mr. Roberts, the able engineer under whose 
direction the great works at the outlet of Lough Corrib have been carried on, to prepare 
a plan and estimate of new sewers, for the construction of which the present state of his 
operations offers peculiar facilities. The tread -wheel was employed in crushing bones, 
but it is also connected with a tuck-mill and a corn-mill. It appears that no profit accrues 
from grinding the meal in the gaol as compared with that furnished by contractors; but a 
better article of food is produced where the buyer happens to be skilful, as is the case of Mr. 
Ryan, the Governor ; and further means of employment are furnished. There are two 
baths in the male yard, and each prisoner is bathed frequently. 

'Employment and Schools. 

The employment of the male prisoners consists of weaving, tailoring, shoemaking, 
carpentry, tin-working, stone-breaking, the tread-wheel, and prison duties. It is not 
alleged that any profit is derived from stone-breaking, but it is resorted to merely as a 
preventative ol idleness. There were but three carpenters, four tailors, four shoemakers, 
(with an apprentice), three weavers, and one tinker, at work. The head schoolmaster was 
absent in Dublin, where he is receiving further instruction at the Board of National 
Education; but the deputy schoolmaster appeared to be active and intelligent. There were 
forty -two boys in attendance, some of whom I examined, and found tolerably advanced. 

Female Department. 

This department was clean and orderly, and discipline carefully observed, a separation 
having been effected between the refractory and the better behaved classes. The females are 
employed in sewing, carding, spinning, knitting, laundry, and other prison duties. They 
receive elementary instruction from the matron, who seems to be painstaking, and from the 
Sisters of Mercy. There is also a bath for their use. 

Dietary. 

The annexed dietary is at present in use: — 

Males. — Breakfast — Eight ounces Indian meal and half a pint new-milk. Dinner — 
Fourteen ounces brown bread, one pint of new-milk. 

Females. — Breakfast — Seven ounces Indian meal, and half a pint new-milk. Dinner — 
Twelve ounces brown bread, three-quarters of a pint new-milk. 

Children under ten years of age. — Breakfast — Five ounces Indian meal and half a pint 
new-milk. Dinner — Ten ounces brown bread, half a pint of new-milk. Supper — Four 
ounces brown bread, one naggin and a half new-milk. 

Contracts.. — Bread, per lb. Id. ; oatmeal, per cwt., 11s. 6d.; Indian meal, per cwt., 
7s. 6d. ; meat, per lb., 3 \d. ; new-milk, per gallon, 6^/. ; salt, per stone, l^d. 

One woman of the refractory class who had been three times committed, and one pauper 
debtor, complained to me of the quantity, but not of the quality, of the food. The allow- 
ance is in accordance with the prescribed dietary, and upon tasting the bread and stirabout, 
I found both to be very well made and highly palatable. 



Books and Accounts. 



The books and accounts are kept with considerable clearness and accuracy, and the checks 
appear quite sufficient. 



Officers' and Salaries. 









£ 


s. 


d. 


Local Inspector — Rev. John D’Arcy, . 


133 


16 


10 


Governor — Mr. Thomas R. Ryan, 


375 


7 


8 


Protestant Chaplain — Rev. E. Burke, . 


46 


3 


0 


Roman Catholic do. — Rev. G. Commins, 


46 


3 


0 


Sui-| 


eon— A. 


J. Yeitcli, Esq., . 


74 


0 


0 


1st 


turnkey- 


—Patrick Mitchell, 


46 


0 


0 


2nd 


do. 


John Kelly, 


86 


0 


0 


3rd 


do. 


James Reilly, 


38 


0 


0 


4th 


do. 


Thomas Hogan, . 


30 


0 


0 


5th 


do. 


Peter Wolfe, 


30 


0 


0 


6th 


do. 


Mathias Donohue, 


30 


0 


0 


7 th 


do. 


John O’Neill, . 


25 


0 


0 



Officers' 

Local Inspector, . . . 103 

Surgeon, &c., . . . 127 



8th Turnkey — Thomas Philips, 

9th do. Patrick Ford, . 

10th do. Peter Martin, . 

11th do. Charles Ford, . 

Matron — Margaret Foy, 

Assistant do. — Bridget Reed, . 
Hospital Sergeant — Patrick Cleary, 
Assistant do., — Winefred Cleary, 
Cook — Christopher Ferris, 

Clerk of Works — George Mason, 
Schoolmaster — John Connor, . 



Visits. 

Protestant Chaplain, 
Roman Catholic do., 



•£ s. el. 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
30 0 0 
15 0 0 
1 50 0 0 
20 0 0 
50 0 0 
30 0 0 



00 

317 



The turnkeys appeared to be active and respectable men, wearing a neat uniform. The 
cook is the only officer on gaol allowance. 



South District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of (leelway 
Gaol. 



Employment and 
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Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Dooks and Accounts. 
Officers and Salaries. 



Officers’ Visits. 
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South Distkict. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Galway 
Gaol. 
Hospitals. 



Lunatics. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



General Observations 



Hospitals. 

There were 14 males and 9 females in the hospitals, which are carefully superintended by 
Dr. Veitch. There was one case of virulent small-pox. The medicines are supplied chiefly 
from Dublin, and are administered by the Hospital Sergeant (Cleary), a very active and 
intelligent officer, whose books present a most convenient facility of reference. 



Return of Medicine expended in the Count;/ Prison Hospital, Galwu;/. 





Cost of Medicine from 1st August, 
1848, to 31st July, 1849. 


Cost of Medicine from 1st August, 
1845), to 81st July, 1850. 




£33 4 3 


£33 1 0 


Number of Diets, 


23388 


12003 


Average number daily in Hos- \ 
pital J 


01 


80 



Lunatics. 

There was but one male lunatic, who was stated to be now harmless. He seemed to 
weak-minded. There was one female, pronounced to be in a convalescent state. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board meets monthly, and oftener if required. They examine and audit the accounts 
and pay by cheques. 



James H. Burke, Esq. 
Robert Martin, Esq. 

P. M. Lynch, Esq. 

A. Browne, Esq. 
Francis Blake, Esq. 

It. A. H. Kinvan, Esq. 



A. W. Blake, Esq. 

W. H. Gregory, Esq. 

R. E. L. Atliy, Esq. 

A. O'Flaherty, Esq., m.p. 
Sir T. J. Burke, Bart., m.p 
Robert Bodkin, Esq. 



General Observatiotis. 

While I am enabled to speak in terms of high praise with reference to the general 
management of this gaol, and to do justice to the zeal, efficiency, and integrity of the 
superior officers, I should fail in my duty if I refrained from noticing a want of that har- 
mony of action and unity of purpose which can alone secure the effective working of such 
establishments. I am unwilling to attribute to any individual a backwardness or unwilling- 
ness to co-operate with his brother officers ; but, in one department especially, the existence 
of such a disposition is indisputably evident. It appears that various works had been 
carried on with great vigour until the first appearance of the potato blight, and that, from 
that period, they rapidly dwindled and fell away. In the over-crowded state of the gaol, 
and in the midst of disease and death, it was manifestly impossible, under the circumstances 
detailed in the subjoined summary, to maintain a system requiring space and discipline: — 



Average number of prisoners for the year 1848, 479 

Greatest do., do., do., 1017 

Number of deaths, 485 



But, even then, the final returns showed a balance of credit amounting to £21 5 6s. Id. 
In November, 1848, a report was drawn up, to which my observation was directed, with the 
view of transferring absolutely the whole direction of such works to Mr. Mason, who was 
appointed Clerk ofthe Works, at a salary of £50 per annum, “ his whole time and attention 
to be exclusively directed to this object, thereby releasing the Governor from all 
responsibility and interference in their management.” The Governor was of opinion that 
he was consequently discharged of all cognizance of this department ; but, it may be fairly 
presumed that such was not the meaning of the framers, and that they did not intend to 
deprive him of the general control and final responsibility which ought to be centred in 
the first officer, with a due regard to discipline, but merely to entrust the practical carrying 
out of details to the Clerk of the Works. It appears, however, that Mr. Mason was never bred 
to any business, and that but three out of the eleven turnkeys are handicraftsmen ; the result 
has been a still greater diminution, and the return now laid before me exhibits at the foot 
of mere credit account, a balance of £96 5s. 6^d., against which is to be set off the clerk’s 
salary of £50. I offer no further commentary than to request the attention of the Board 
°^®“P ei '*ntenden c e to the last published report of the County of Clare Gaol, at Ennis, in 
which the profits for that year amouut to £443 16s. Id., and to my report of this year, 
which shows a progressive increase, the total making the sum of £538 14s. 5 hd, and this, 
too, without the aid of a Clerk of the Works. 

I have thus dwelt at length on this subject with great regret, but not without the 
confident hope that at the next inspection there will be round a.better spirit, greater activity, 
and a more remunerative return : for without venturing an opinion as to the extent to 
which works and manufactures ought to be carried on in prisons — primarily intended as 
places of punishment — it is obviously of great importance, in cases where separation or 
even classification is almost impossible, from the pressure of undue numbers, to keep the 
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prisoners from the mischief of idleness, and to turn their labours to profit, with the assistance 
of a competent staff which involves no additional expenditure. 

Bridewells. 

The bridewells of this county are all under the charge of the active Local Inspector, the 
Rev. Mr. D’Arcy. Ballinasloe, Eyrecourt, Portumna, Woodford, Gort, and Loughrea 
were visited by me; Tuam, Oughterard, and Clifden (the latter at the close of last year) 
by my colleague. We found them generally in a clean and orderly state; but there were 
several matters relative to the supply of necessaries, sewerage, water, and, above all, the 
insecurity of the buildings, of which I furnished a note to that gentleman, in the confident 
expectation of their amendment. The insecurity arises from the uniform defective con- 
struction of the buildings — the walls of the yards not being sufficiently high, and barred 
windows being placed in the angles, so as to suggest escape to any individual of ordinary 
activity. At Loughrea the locks, in addition, were in a ruinous and useless state ; and at 
Gort, I found the male prisoners excluded from access to the privy, in consequence of the 
facilities of escape. This requires immediate attention. 

J. Court Connell an, Inspector-General. 



South District. 

Deports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Qalway 
Gaol. 

Bridewells. 



County op the Town of Galway Gaol. — -Visited the 21st of August, 1850. ° ^G^dwayGMi 10 ' 1 

Visited August 21, 

I found the prisoners confined in this gaol to exceed the number returned at the last l8c0 - 

inspection by twenty — 

Classes. 

Master debtors. 

Poor do. 

Felons convicted, 

Misdemeanants do., 

Felons untried, 

Misdemeanants do., 

Total, . 132 



Males. 

3 



11 

14 



Classes. 

Revenue laws, 
Drunkards, 

Committed summarily, 
Sick in hospital. 



There are 36 cells, 13 rooms with beds, 8 day-rooms, and 8 yards. 

The convicts sentenced to transportation amounted to 14 males and 1 female. The commit- 
ments during the past year — males, 1,199, females, 580. Re-commitments — males, 156, 
females, 120. Greatest number in gaol at one time during the past year, — males, 149, females, 
82. Average males, 80, do. females, 33J. 

The sewerage iseffective, but the pumps are out of order. There is a bath, which is used by 
each prisoner on coming in, and generally once a week. The bedding was in good repair and 
the prison clean throughout. At the late assizes the Right Hon. Judge Perriu found it neces- 
sary to animadvert strongly upon the want of accommodation, and called the attention of the 
Grand Jury to the circumstances of the master debtors’ rooms being almost unoccupied, . 
and the necessity of converting them into a female criminal ward. The Board of Super- 
intendence have, consequently, as 1 am informed, adopted the annexed resolutions : — 

“ 1st — To remove the females from their present ward to the pauper debtor side — to make 
a day-room of the large room at the master debtor side (now occupied by the matron), 
and open a door on the corridor from the female cells to that room.” 

This arrangement will give two day-rooms to the women, and thus afford a partial 
kind of classification, of which there is none at present. 

“2ndly — To shut up the present entrance to the proposed day-room, and leave the 
corridor and two rooms for the use of the master and pauper debtors.” 

This gives but two rooms (a small and large one) for all debtors, and, necessarily, mixes 
up both classes; but, from the construction of the gaol, there is no other mode of providing 
for them. 

“ 3rdly — To remove a certain number of the male prisoners to the ward occupied by the 
women.” 

This will relieve the four criminal wards, which are generally overcrowded. 

“4th — To have a partition put up in the present day-room at the master debtors’ side, 
and that room to be given to the turnkeys. The room at present occupied by the principal 
turnkey in the entrance hall to be given to the matron, and the three cells used as turnkeys' 
sleeping rooms in No. 1 ward to be given up for prison use.” 



Employment and Schools. Employment and 

This department is in a sadly defective condition; prison duties, stone-breaking, and the Schools * 
tread-mill constituting the sole employment; none of the turnkeys being handicraftsmen, 
there is no instruction in trades or manufactures ; and some of them are unable even to read 
or write; as is also the case with the female turnkey. There is no school, and this want is 
the more lamentable as the number of juvenile offenders is on the increase. 



Female Department. Female Department. 

The matron seems anxious to discharge her duty ; she and the Sisters of Mercy teach the 
female prisoners who are otherwise employed in prison duties, washing, knitting andneedle- 
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work, which latter is furnished by the Sisters of Mercy. The proposed change, detailed 
above, will be very advantageous to this department. 



Dietary. 

For males — 8 oz. of Indian meal in stirabout, and i pint sweet-milk to each prisoner for 
breakfast. 

14 oz. of bread and 1 pint of sweet-milk to each prisoner for dinner. 

For females — 7 oz. of Indian meal in stirabout, and £ pint of sweet-milk to each for 
breakfast. 

12 oz. of bread and Spirit of sweet-milk to each for dinner. 

One youth having complained of the diet, I tasted it and found it quite unexceptionable; 
it is constantly examined by the chaplains and Local Inspector. I was informed, however, 
that occasionally such complaints are not groundless ; as it is almost impossible in the 
financial condition of the gaol, and the low state of its credit, to find contractors who will 
supply the best articles of food. 

Contractu. — Bread, per lb., contract price per 4lb. loaf, 4|«f. ; Indian meal, per cwt., 7.s'. 7 d. ; 
meat, per lb. 6d. ; new-milk,per gallon, 4tf.; buttermilk, per gallon, 2 $d.-, salt, per stone, 2d. 



Books and Accounts. 



The books and accounts appeared to be regular and correct, but without adequate or 
indeed any tangible checks. The accounts are not audited by the Local Inspector, the 
Board of Superintendence having undertaken this duty, but there was no evidence of their 
having discharged it. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Jame3 M. Killery, Local Inspector, . 37 18 6 
Rev. George Commins, R. C. Chap. 50 0 0 
Rer. Edward Bourke, Prot. do., . 27 13 10 
A. J. Veitch, Physician to the Gaol, 56 0 0 
Abraham Marshall, Governor, . 138 9 2 

Timothy Caulfield, Sen. Turnkey, . 22 0 0 



Michael Reilly, Turnkey, 
Patrick Sullivan, do., 

Michael Keys, do., 

Bernard Keys, do., 

Anne Reid, Matron, 

Amelia Keys, Female Turnkey, 



Officers’ Visits. 

Local Inspector, . . 89 I Protestant Chaplain, 

Surgeon, &c., . . 101 j Roman Catholic do. 



£ s. d. 

22 0 0 

22 0 0 

22 0 0 

22 0 0 

20 0 0 

10 0 0 



95 

235 



None of the officers are on gaol allowance. I have stated above the want of qualification 
on the part of the turnkeys, which is the less to be wondered at as they are left in the most 
abject state of destitution; they were literally in rags, their pay having been long in arrear, 
and their clothes being in pawn ; they complained most bitterly of this hardship. If they are 
unfit for their duties this is the fault of those who appoint them, and even if proper 
persons were selected they could not be expected to remain under such treatment. I was not 
surprised to learn that no less than three had been dismissed in the course of a month for 
misconduct ; one for gross immorality. Even such as they are, they are too few for carrying 
out the little they attempt; one being engaged in cooking and another in attending the 
tread-wheel. 



Hospitals. 

There were seven cases in hospital; three of males and four of females — none of any 
gravity. There is no apothecary, but medicines are obtained from a druggist in Dublin, at 
first cost, by order of the medical attendant (Dr. Veitch); the accounts are settled at each 
assizes. There were no lunatics. 



Board of Superintendence 



Is regular in its meetings, and consists of — 

John Ireland, Esq., j.p. 

Mark Lynch, Esq., j.p. 

Nicholas Lynch, Esq., j.p. 

Henry Comerford, Esq., J.P. 

Edvard E. Maunsell, Esq., j.p. 
Ambrose Rush, Esq., j.p. 



Edward C. Burke, Esq. 
John Redington, Esq. 

John Blakeney, Esq. 

John Gunning, Esq. 

Robert N. Somerville, Esq. 
James Tynan, Esq. 



General Observations. 

The alterations to which I have referred above will, undoubtedly, furnish better accom- 
modation, but still much — vevy much, will remain to be done to place this gaol upon even a 
tolerable footing. Such is the condition of its monetary affairs that the Board of Super- 
intendence is entirely crippled and unable to deal with any improvement involving the most 
moderate expenditure. The evil would appear to be deeply seated, and nothing short of 
a thorough purgation will be effectual. At present there is a want of every requisite 
indispensable to the discipline and the objects of a prison. There is no classification, no 
industrial employment, and no instruction. Ignorant and- improper persons are placed 
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with culpable heedlessness in responsible posts, and are left to starve. Under such circum- 
stances it is almost to be expected that the prison punishments should have been unprece- 
dentedly numerous, chiefly For riot, amounting to no less than 137 since the 1st of January. 
There is no solitary cell, which is an important want, as the repetition of punishments of 
a light character has no deterring effect, but merely produces either irritation or con- 
tempt. 

That the Board of Superintendence should be unable to act effectively without funds is 
intelligible enough, but the causes of such deficiency are not so apparent. Considerable 
sums were placed on the levy at each assizes, and collected from the rate-payers, as I am 
informed, and yet the presentments remain unpaid. A committee, it appears, was appointed 
at the last assizes to examine into the fiscal affairs of the town, and nas accordingly pre- 
sented a report to the Grand Jury. I trust, therefore, that this document will enable the 
Board of Superintendence to lay bare to the root the various evils and abuses which have 
so long thrown discredit upon this institution, and have so frequently incurred the animad- 
versions of those whose painful duty it has been to bring them before the notice of the 
public. 

J. Corky Connell an, Inspector-General. 



County of Kerry Gaol, at Tralee. — -Visited the 4th October, 1850. 



THEannexed numbers were confined here at 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Master debtors, 


3 


— 


Poor do., 


5 


1 


Felons convicted. 


- 90 


8 


Misdemeanants do., - 


7 


1 


Felons untried, 


82 


54 


Misdemeanants do.,- 


4 


— 



above date : — 

Classes. Males. Females. 

Vagrants, 9 — , 

Committed summarily, • 77 53 

Lunatics, - - - 1 8 

278 125 

Total, --- 403 



This return exhibits no virtual decrease, for at the last inspection there were sixty-three 
convicts included; whereas there were none at my visit, the whole having been removed a 
short time previously. There are eighty-two cells, three solitary cells, and four rooms with 
beds. No less than twelve prisoners sleep in the double cells, and four and five in the 
single ones. The ventilation in winter might be easily improved by the introduction of 
perforated zinc plates instead of the upper panes of the windows, which in summer are taken 
off their hinges. Ninety prisoners of the worst class of the untried, occupy the chapel at 
night; there is no patrol, but they are visited from time to time by a turnkey. The day- 
room of the untried class is miserably confined. In such a defective state of accommodation 
classification cannot be attempted ; the prisoners take their meals in the day-rooms, and 
silence is observed. The quality of crime is in some respects changed ; cattle and sheep 
stealing being much on the decrease ; while the principal offences are trespass, petty 
larceny, running away with clothing from poor-houses, &c. There were no ‘ 5 less than 
eighty of the begging class. The substitution of gruel for milk has here had the effect of 
doubling the number of those committed for short periods, as magistrates prefer giving the 
lesser term to bring such offenders within the new category of diet. The tread-wheel is not 
at present applied to any purpose, but could easily be rendered available for flushing the 
sewers when the new works are carried into effect; it being intended, as the present well is 
foul, to bring good water from a distance of a thousand feet, and to erect a crank-pump. The 
capstan mill noticed in the last Report, has not yet been put up. The punishments since 
January 1850, amounted to 137, chiefly for minor acts of insubordination, such as tearing 
blankets, and selling bread for tobacco, which is sometimes thrown over the outer wall upon 
the chance of reaching the person for whom it is intended, unobserved by the turnkeys. 
The commitments were, males, 2065, females, 818; re-commitments, males, 398, females, 
140; greatest number in gaol during the past year, males, 473, females 158; average 
males, 380£, females, 96. 

Employment and Schools. 

I found that irrespective of those employed in prison duties and on the tread-wheel, there 
were two engaged in carpenters’ and sawyers’ work, seven in tailoring, nine in shoe-making, 
fifteen in weavTng and winding ; other prisoners, whose periods of confinement were about to 
expire, were quarrying outside the prison wall under the supervision of a turnkey, and were 
attending masons and slaters. If, however, there was a greater available space, and a larger 
proportion of trained tradesmen among the turnkeys, there being but six out of sixteen, 
a considerable extension and development could be given to this useful branch, which 
combines pecuniary advantage with moral discipline. The profits of the year 1849 
amounted to £260, as stated to me. The want of provision for schooling is very lament- 
able, there being fifty boys of an age to reap the most signal benefit from teaching. 



Female Department. 

The matron, Miss Riordan, is very attentive to the order and cleanliness of the depart- 
ment under her charge, and makes the most of the defective accommodation; seven c 
eight females, and occasionally even more, being from time to time placed to sleep in singl 
cells. The females are employed in needle-work, knitting, spinning, and washing ; th 




Sooth District- 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of the Town of 
Galway Gaol. 



County of Kerry Gaol. 
Vitiled October itti, 
1850. 



Employment anil 
Schools. 



Female Department. 
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South District, laundry is however very bail; the chimney cannot be used; anil there is no drying-room. 

Here, too, is a want of educational instruction. The only classification is that of the better 

Hepor^on separatu cum ) uc[c j mit [ t i, 0 morc depraved ; to the better class art* added those who are nursing, and 
' the lunatics, when not actually requiring coercive treatment. 

County of Kerry Gaol. 

Dietary. 

C/tm 1. — Brcnkfnst: eight ounces meal and rice, and half a pint of milk. Dinner; 
fourteen ounces bread, anil one pint of milk. 

Class ! 2 . — Breakfast : seven ounces of meal and rice, and half pint of milk. Dinner ; 
Twelve ounces bread, and three quarters pint of milk. 

Class 3. — Breakfast, live ounces meal and rice, and half a pint of milk. Dinner — Ten 
ounces of bread, and half a pint milk. Supper — Four ounces of bread, and one and a half 
naggin of milk. 

For prisoners whose term of imprisonment does not exceed one calendar month, oatmeal 
gruel is substituted for milk for dinner. 

There were several complaints as to the dietary, which, however, is regularly inspected by 
the chaplains. 1 tasted the stirabout and milk, and found both very good. It was admitted 
that the bread had been a short time ago badly baked, hut that immediate notice had been 
taken of it. The bread I thought to bo not so sweet os that of a similar quality in other 
gaols, and accordingly called the attention of the contractor to the matter ; he appeared 
anxious to fulfil his contract satisfactorily. 

Boobs and Accounts. Bunks and At'i'nimfs. 

I examined the books and accounts very strictly, and was lully satisfied with the system 
of keeping accounts, and the efficacy of the checks. 



Local Inspector, .... i.v* I Proto* taut Chaplain,- - • - ltu 

Surgeon, &e. 5S.M.1 | Jloiuun Catholic <lo., • - lint 

I paraded the turnkeys, of whom I received a favorable account from the Governor and 
Local Inspector ; they seemed to be efficient, and now wear a neat uniform. There were 
two dismissals for improper behaviour early in the year, but there has been no recurrence of 
misconduct since ; one, the outside turnkey, complained of excess of duty, but his statement 
did not appear to establish any case of hardship; and I thought the allocution of duty to be 
a matter specially belonging to the authorities of the prison. 

Officers and Salaries. 



GeneralObsemtion3. 



Local Inspector anil Chaplain - ISO no 3 Turnkeys, £811 each, - - till 0 t> 

Homan Catholic Chaplain - 40 3 1 !l Turnkeys A'25 each - • a*'.') 0 0 

Physician, 73 10 11 Cook, ~ - - - IS 0 0 

Apothecary , - - - - 25 0 0 2 Porters, A 10 each,' - - 2<l " 0 

Governor, - ■ - • - 200 0 0 Nur.otor.dor, - - . 20 II 0 

Deputy Governor and Clerk - 40 0 0 I'omale Soarelur, . . . in 0 0 

Matron, - - - . 40 0 0 

Assistant Matron, - - - 20 0 0 n n 

1 Turnkey (gate), - - . 40 0 0 

Hospital. 

. , l uT ty i$V a u° Sp!taL • The permanent building consists of but two rooms, 
takv rnnff tnH e f 8 -°V he recep “ on L ? f P^ents. They arc wretched makeshifts, with 
tWnhWi 5 A from their dampness in this moist climate, I should think wholly unfit for 
heir object. A portion of the turnkeys’ quarters has also been applied to this purpose, 
” T ?” 7 n t0 sIe °P ” u,sidc - t0 ‘>‘ c detriment of 

K f ”**“"«(»>>» Feeorec! from » druggist at coot 

ceding year and for is 49 A&R -\9 & i n!F ^ a k lance 1,avin g been carried over from the pre- 
none violent The , f 10A J There were eight female and one male lunatic- 

esylum. but iJI ° f ‘ he ftma,CS “ 1116 Lime ' iCk 

Board of Superintendence. 

which mnS SKS&J* Local Inspector ’ 0 prMtic * 

2. Sir WUliam^Go^lfrCT, 1 Bari?’’ Hlgl1 Sheriffi 7 - Christopher Galwoy, Esq. 

3. William Denny, Esq J 8 - Ihchturil Chute, Esq. 

4. William Talbot Orosbie, S- *• E «1- 

5. Peter Fitzgerald Esq 1 10 - Wilson Gun, Esq. 

0. Daniel Cronin Coltsnim.Eso., Jolm Bkeltor, Em- 

1 12. Robert Conway Hickson, Esq. 

31 Tli t it General Observations. 

able Governor a most anxious and zealous officer, and the 

state o7 inadequate the h ^ eS ‘ praise for the edition of this prison in its 

contend ; the/ obviously are actaataffo “ niier <he d, , ffi ™ ltIes w!th which the y lm, ' e t0 
to the fullest account, and to ran,™ b? ‘ “!” mon d f ,re “> ‘»™ ‘heir imperfect means 
of the nightly lock-uo dirt * expenditure with strict economy. The supervision 

° y look up did not appear to me to be as stringent as it is ii some other gaols; 
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and too much is, perhaps, left to the turnkeys : an improvement in this particular can easily 

be made by so active and experienced an officer as the Governor. A presentment for a new Reports on separate 

hospital failed, I understand, at the last assizes; and I feel it my duty to urge the necessity Prisons. 

of some steps being taken to meet this pressing want, and that of a school. If larger Covnl 0 f Kerry GaoL 

additions are ultimately contemplated, some plan might be devised for providing this lesser 

accommodation, so as to form a portion of, and to be embraced in the more complete 

design hereafter. I lament to add that the condition of bridewells in this county is far from 

satisfactory. The buildings are generally in imperfect repair, and a supply of necessaries is 

almost everywhere required ; throughout there is a want of visitors’ books — the only test of 

constant supervision, without which the keepers are sure to fall into careless and slovenly 

habits; this neglect ultimately leads to greater expenditure. I am happy to observe, that 

there has been a considerable reduction in the cost of diet since the last inspection, and 

perhapsby watching the local market pi'ices, a further saving might yet be effected. I have 

only to add, that, looking to the probability of an effort being made for carrying out the 

above necessary improvements, I refrained from burthening this severely taxed county with 

the expense of an order for prison clothing, though it was sadly wanted ; and I was further 

unwilling to offer even this slight additional temptation to the commission of crime. 



Tarbert. — I found the building clean, but the bedding very bad. There were three males 
and one female prisoner ; in the last quarter, 87. No sewers; water brought from a neigh- 
bouring spring well. One cell used as a store for arms by a neighbouring gentleman — ■ 
not a magistrate ; I could not learn by whose authority, as the keeper, a very young man, 
has been lately appointed in the place of his deceased father ; another cell was occupied by 
his family, on the permission, as alleged, of a former Inspector-General. These cases ought 
to be looked into. The dietary, nearly that of October, 184-9 ; cost, 3 ^d. for males, 1\d. for 
females. The Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Fitzgerald, visits constantly. There is no 
visitors’ book, nor any means of checking the accounts. . 

Killarney. — Seven male and five female prisoners confined here. The bedding good. The 
pump effective. Some of the windows broken. The bread baked within the walls in the 
open air, in an angle of the yard ; an oven ought to be provided if the bread is to be supplied 
by the bridewell keeper, whose salary is £20 a year. The dietary is almost in accordance 
with the last approved, and costs tyd. for males, and 2| d. for females. The numbers at the 
last quarter sessions, about 100, and during the last quarter, 878. Petty sessions are held 
weekly, and prisoners transmitted to the county gaol. The Local Inspector visits from 
time to time, but there is no visitors’ book nor printed forms, and the committals are not 

kept a most reprehensible act of neglect. No provision for medical attendance. 

Kenmare— Sixteen males and one female in this bridewell ; number at last quarter 
sessions, 4-9, during last quarter, 159; salary of keeper, ,£10. The bedding bad and dirty; 
the privies in an unwholesome state of filth. No sewers, nor pump ; water carried in. 
Dietary approximatively correct ; 8 %d. for males, 2 %d. for females. The Local inspector, the 
Rev. Mr. Day, visits weekly ; no visitors’ book nor pass-books. Petty sessions held fort- 
nightly. Prisoners detained for long periods, which the keeper was unable to explain. 

Gahirciveen. — It is impossible to overstate the disgraceful condition of this bridewell, in 
which I found eight males and four females confined, one of the males being sick. The 
bedsteads broken, the bedding very bad and filthy, and not made up at half past four, p.m. 
The doors and windows broken, the former without hinges; the privies filthy. No pump ; 
water brought from the poor-house. I was unable to ascertain the actual dietary from the 
bridewell keeper, who is, I am informed, an habitual drunkard, and who appeared to me at 
the time of my visit to be labouring under delirium tremens ; his son, however, I believe, a 
smart boy, assured me with unintentional candour, that the allowance of meal was six ounces 
for males, wn&ftue for females (two ounces below the prescribed quantity); price, 4rf. for 
males, 2>ld. for females ; number during the last quarter, 99. Petty sessions held once a 
month, but they sometimes fail. The Local Inspector the Rev. Mr. £agar, v.s.ts monthly, 
“beg to call the attention of the Board of Superintendence to the utter unfitness of the 

ke Sm-K cleanliness. Five males confined here-no 

females^riluring the reta^ing^amp °and 

NO p^mpf but water if from L rive, about M o yards d i= 

Salarv of keeper £10- Dietary nearly correct, 3 \d. lor males, 2f d. for females. The Loca 
Inspector vtsits regularly, but there is no visitors’ nor registry booh Petty sessions held 

fortnightly, but sometimes there is a non-attendance. _ , P Tim tnmc 

Castle-island No prisoners, ten haring been transmitted the day before. The trans- 

mi£d Lmla? here, the keeper befig also clerk of petty sessions, which are held 

SrtnirrhtW ffl interruption. The house clean and tidy, and the bedding m a fair state. 
TV SM s good, and the soileasily cleaved. No pump, but spring and river water procurable 
ibaZd for malesf for females. The iocal Inspector, the Bev. Mr. 

’-lTmale“aS femfe one™h! “gr building tolerably clean , the 

bedding -tot no seats to" ration - HV 
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Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Goodman, visits generally once a month. No visitors’ book. 
Keeper’s salary, ;£10. 

Listowel. — Six males, two females; number at quarter sessions nearly 100; in last quarter, 
347. One cell up stairs alleged to have been given for the use of the keeper by a former 
Inspector-General; salary, ;620. The bedding pretty good; but the blankets worn, the 
sewerage tolerably effective; no pump, and water is nearly three quarters of a mile distant; 
petty sessions and the transmittal of prisoners take place weekly. The Local Inspector, the 
Rev Mr. Denny, visits regularly. No visitors’ book. The dietary costs S\d. for males, and 
2%d. for females. 

J. Corey Connell an, Inspector-General , 



County of Kildare Gaol, at Athy. — Visited 11th of November, 1850. 



State and Accommodation. 



The morning state of this gaol was as follows : — 



Classes. Males. 

Master debtors, . . 1 

Poor do. . . 1 

Felons convicted, . 15 

Do. untried, . . 2 

Misdemeanants untried, 1 



Females. 



4 

2 



Classes. 

Committed summarily, . 



Total, . 



Males. Females. 
6 1 

26 8 

34 



This return exhibits a very favorable contrast to the numbers confined here at the 
last inspection, which amounted to 81. I am happy to add, that in this district of the 
county crime in general is much on the decrease ; and that of the untried prisoners, 
none are natives of this locality. No execution has ever taken place here since the erec- 
tion of the present building. There was hut one convict— a male. The accommodation 
consists of thirty-two single cells and three solitary ones, and two rooms furnished with 
beds. A new laundry is nearly completed, and pipes, in connection with it, were being 
laid down ; but the plumber appeared very dilatory, and not to he acting up to his con- 
tract. A machine for raising water lias been lately completed, and furnishes the only real 
means of hard labour employment. The lower cells appropriated to males were so damp as 
to affect the bed-ticks and blankets, hut an improvement in the ventilation would probably 
meet this evil. The fall of the sewers appears to be sufficient. No more than one pri- 
soner is now confined in each cell ; but there is no separation. The classification is into 
convicts, tried and untried— the two latter classes being subdivided into felons and niisde- 
meanants. All take their meals in their cells. The commitments last year were — males, 
272 ; females 146. Re-commitments— males, 22 ; females, 16. Greatest number in gaol 
at one time, males, 95 ; females, 40. Average— males, 65 and a fraction; females, 24 ditto, 
lue number of gaol punishments amounted to 92. 



Employment and Schools. 

There is very little employment carried on here, considering the absence of undue'pres- 
sure of numbers, and that of four turnkeys, one is a tailor, another a shoemaker, and a 
tnirdis what is generally termed a “handy” man— a person of general aptitude, and manual 
aextenty. btone-breaking, picking oakum, and mat-making, furnish the other works, in- 
aepenaently of the usual prison duties. Educational instruction is given by the turnkeys 



The Female Department 

carefully tended. There were but seven female prisoners at my visit, who were 
engaged in spinnmg, knitting, plain work, and washing. The new laundry will prove of 
homonT emenCe t0 tkS departmenfc - Instruction is given daily by the matron for one 

Dietary. 

of meld “ sfortout. i pint new-mili. Females— 
seven oz. meal m stirabout, £ pint new -milk. 

ipim^CT-S eS_ " F0Urteen bread ’ 1 pillt Eew - nli:li ' Females— Twelve oz. bread, 
fo^frmX 00 o!a. 0 5 dietperke s a - a ' per a ‘‘ 3 '’ formal<!s . bread and milk— average ditto 

JZZ?. $ average dltt S for each P™ 011er P ei lead . Per day-S&i. 

newmUr™7?n aa 'r P J !r 14 ■' ““‘meal, per cwt., 11s.; Indian meal, per cwt,, 9s.; 
new milk, per gallon, 5 d. ; buttermilk, per gallon, 2 d. 



The hooks and accounts 
proved correct. 



Books and Accounts, 
are kept with regularity, and, on 



comparison with each other, 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, &c., . 



Officers' Visits. 

151 1 Protestant Chaplain, 

85 Roman Catholic do. 



73 

85 
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Officers and Salaries. 



South District. 



£ s. d. 

John Butler, Esq., Local Inspector, 27 13 10 
Rev. J. Jameson, Prot. Chap. . 27 13 10 

Rev. John Lawler, R.C. Chaplain, 27 13 10 
Patrick Drill, Governor, . . 100 0 0 

Thomas Crampton, Turnkey, . 20 0 0 



Arthur Driscoll, Turnkey, 

Patrick Moore, do., 

Richard J ohnston, do., 

Mary Drill, Matron, 

Bridget Conolly, Assistant Matron, 



j Reports on separate 
q q Prisons. 

® 9 County of Kildare 

0 0 Gaol. 

0 0 Officers and Salaries. 

0 0 



Officers on Gaol Allowance. 

Governor, I Matron, 

Four Turnkeys, | Assistant Matron. 



Hospital. Hospital. 

There is no building set apart for this purpose ; but, when occasion requires, cells are 
appropriated to the sick. There were but two patients, one of each sex. The cases were 
ordinary. The expense of medicine for the last three years appeal’s to be excessive. 

The sums for the years ending in summer, 1848, 1849, and 1850, being respectively 
£29 18s. 10jd., £21 13s. Id., £27 3s. 2 d. There were no lunatics. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board meets monthly with an average attendance of three or four members, 
bills are discharged half-yearly, after each assizes. 



Right Hon. Lord Downes, 
Rev. F. S. Trench, 

Rev. John Bagot, 

Captain Lefroy, 

George Evans, Esq. 



Edward Bagot, Esq. 
William Caulfield, Esq. 
Blayney T. Roper, Esq. 
Francis A. Trench, Esq. 
Thomas Fitzgerald, Esq. 



Board of Superin- 

The tent ' cnce ' 



General Observations. GenmlObramiom. 

I found this building generally in a creditable state of order and cleanliness, and 
the local officers disposed to do their duty. The present fortunate condition of the 
gaol, in the small number of its inmates, would appear to suggest a favorable oppor- 
tunity of placing some of the more juvenile offenders in separation, and of testing the 
reformatory principle. A considerable stimulus, too, might be given, with the existing 
staff of turnkeys, to employment, the cheapest and most effective means of discipline. 

The time set apart for the instruction of the females is too short, particularly as no sys- 
tematic works are carried on in this department. I found occasion to notice the lock-up 
discipline as imperfect, too much being left to the turnkeys; but I trust that the mere 
mention of this inadequacy will be sufficient to secure an improvement in future. 

J. Court Conneldan, Inspector-General. 



County of Kildare Gaol, at Naas. — Visited 23rd October, 1850. 
State and Accommodation. 



County of Kildare Gaol, 

Visited October 23, 
1830. 



The subjoined return shows the number of prisoners confined at the above date : — 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Master debtors, . 


. 1 


- 


Drunkards, 


4 


- 


Poor do. 


2 


- 


Committed summarily, 


1 


- 


Felons convicted, 


. 16 


5 


Lunatics, 


1 


- 


Misdemeanants do. 


7 


4 




— 


— 


Felons untried, . 


. 43 


12 




77 


21 


Misdemeanants do. 


. 1 


- 








Soldier tried, 


1 


- 


Total, 


98 





State and Accommo- 
dation. 



There is an apparent diminution of 10 upon the total as compared with the last inspection, 
when it reached 108 ; hut as there were on that occasion 33 convicts (transports), and none 
at the period of my visit, the annual amount of crime must be considered as rather on the 
increase. There is a change also in its character— there being a diminution of petty 
offences, while those of a graver nature, such as highway robbery and violent assaults, 
have become more numerous : the vicinity to the capital may account for this result, as 
vagrants of bad character from the adjoining counties pass through this district on their 
way to Dublin, and some of the worst of the town population are driven to the outskirts by 
the greater activity of the police. The numbers of commitments during the year were : 
males 544, females 256. Re-commitments: males 30, females 27. The greatest number in 
gaol at one time, males 180, females 65. Average males 100, do. females 81. The 
accommodation consists of 62 single cells, and 4 solitary do., and .11 rooms with beds. 
The punishments from the 1st of January, amounted to 59. There is some classification 
adopted here, and I was glad to observe that the Governor had selected a few from among 
the juvenile offenders, both untried and those sentenced for short periods of imprisonment. 
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and placed thorn in Heparation. Though thn latter in not mrricil on us Htringeully ns in 
the govtu’nnunit prisons), its eiletrls have proved most bnuTu-ial, mill no lmd consequence 
cillitM- mental or physical, 1ms resulted. The prisoners take their meals in their cells, and 
not more Hum three persons are nmliued in one. 'There is a good pump the sewers have 
heen lately rltmred, hut are not Hushed with water. The hedtieks mid blankets were much 
worn ; a Irtish issue, however. Wits about to hi- made, ns well as of prison clothing, which 
was greatly needed. The apparatus for supplying hot air was out, of i.rder, lmt undergoing 
repair. The poor debtors' ward was very dirty. This is a class less amenable to discipline 
than any other in the prison, hut some improvement might easily he made. The intro- 
duction of perforated zinc plates in the windows would materially assist the ventilation 
which is now rather definitive. 



F.m/i/iit/niruf and School#. 

Stone-breaking may he said to constitute the sole regular employment here, tho other 
works being hut occasional. There is no tread-wheel, and no hand or capstan mill, ami 
tliimgh one "i the turnkeys is a weaver there was no one receiving instruction at the loom. 
Ibis slate ol Uungs is much to he lamented, and is in part, hut in part only, to he attributed 
to the want of trained turnkeys. Ity selecting handicraftsmen for this olliee the discipline 
ot the gaol would he greatly nmcln. rated, and a considerable saving elicited by making up 
the bedding and clothing within the walls. School instruction is given daily in the chapel, 
from 8 until It- o clock. 1 lie schoolmaster seems to lie attentive to his duties, and is also 
employed as an accountant, lie keeps a registry of progress, and informed mo that ho 
found prisoners between 81) and 10 years of age to he. the most anxious to learn. 



Female Department. 

Tito above I found in an urdnvly mulilinn ; tin- fomalos are vliinsiM ns Ivied and 
<«-.-.. n li , iK 11 ... previous ol, motor of tho crimiunls 

l nidm( : nl , dU! \ r ofiouooa. 1 liuir omploymimi, ivliirl, mm, mils In hut little, consists 
ol sowing, ajummig, limiting, mid washing; tho latlor is onrriod on in a very oouiluod 
and uicoiivoUKiit hnuidiy mulor ground, and thorn is no provision for adequately drying the 
A ..I . i Mstondion Is given daily l.y 11, o matron and hor assistant, 

horn 12 o clock until 2 p. m. Thorn wore no fomalos in hospital. 



Dietary. 



I tasted the lire, id, milk, and meal, and found all to la, of imcxcopliuimhh, quality— tlioro 
wore no complaints. The dietary is u» follows : 1 1 

Breakfast: Males H on. moal for stirabout, | pint ncw-lnUlt. Females— 7 os. meal for 
milk ™ 1 *’ * 1,011 lluw ‘ 1 “ lUt - cllilllra ‘ nmlor 111 yearn fl os. mud for stirabout, j pint uew- 

Dinner : Mules-—] J ns. brown brand, and 1 pint of uow-milk. Females— ] 2 os brown 
Bfunr-minJ 1 ““ t “ f U “ W '"“ lk ' (a,iUnm mil,,r 111 J™-~ 1“ os. brown bread, and 1 pint 

OcmorTtd'rmlm^ "°nm ““if " g " uo ’ ,10 ’ dl i'" imprisonment, ugreuablo to Inspectors- 

<,atou!nl > 1 * 1 - ™t. nil.; moat, per lb. id.: liow-iuilk, nur him 
gallon, Cjg. ; buttermilk, per imp. gallon, 2d. ; milt, tier Htoue, -Id. 1 1 



Books and Accounts. 

In the absence of tho Governor, who was on leave, there was no one who could natia- 

between t™ v Unt l’-T l on . CXMU , i ”“ ti,m 1 f ™'“> « diseropnney to a small amount 

between two of tho books, which arc intended to be a mutual chock. 



Officers * Visits during the past Year. 

Local Inspector, 

Surgeon, 



Officers and Salaries. 



78 

187 



Protestant Chaplain, 
Roman Catholic, do. 



Local Inep.— Rev. Walter de Burgh, 
Prot. Chaplain — Rev. W. de Burgh, 
R. Catholic do.— Rev. Gerald Doyle, 
Surgeon— Patrick Walsh, Esq., 
Apothecary— Mr. Robert Hayes, 
Governor— Mr. William Clarke, 
Deputy do.— Mr. John Drill, 

Matron — Mrs. Jane Drill, 



s. d. 
87 18 4 
27 13 10 
27 13 10 
. 40 0 0 
. 80 0 0 
.160 0 0 
. 50 0 0 
. 20 0 0 



Assistant Matron — Ellen Drill, 
1st Turnkey — John Thomberry, 
2nd do. I-Ienry Acheson, 

3rd do. Peter Lowrey, 

4th do. George Williams, 

5th do. Lawrence Tuite, 

Schoolmaster — James Tracy, 



Governor, 

Deputy Governor, 
Matron, 



Officers on Gaol Allowance. 

Assistant Matron, 
Six Turnkeys, 
Schoolmaster, 



79 

108 



£ 8. d. 

COO 
20 0 0 

20 0 0 

20 0 0 

20 0 0 

20 0 0 

20 0 0 
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Hospital. 

The hospital is singularly inconvenient in construction ; the wards for males and females, 
and a bath common to both, being on the same floor. There were five males, but one of 
whom was confined to bed. The room occupied by the others was not in that state of 
scrupulous clea nlin ess so essential to this department. There was only one male lunatic, 
who was represented to be quite harmless. Medicines are purchased at wholesale prices 
from a druggist, and are compounded in the prison by the apothecary. The sick dietary is 
ordered by entry in the prescription book, a convenient practice. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board meets only when summoned, and as there are two gaols in this county, it 
has not been found requisite to complete the usual number of members. 



The Duke of Leinster, 
Lord Naas, 

Edward Beauman, Esq. 
Thomas de Burgh, Esq. 



Thomas Cooke, Esq. 
Hans Hendrick, Esq. 
Ponsonby Moore, Esq. 



General Observations. 

Since my inspection I had an interview with Mr. Clarke, the Governor, and was satisfied 
of Iris anxiety to make the best use of the very imperfect means at his disposal. The 
turnkeys appear to have been appointed without the least consideration as to their fitness, 
and the only handicraftsman among them (a weaver) is infirm and unequal to much duty. 
The Deputy- Governor may possibly have been a useful and effective officer formerly, but at 
present I feel it my duty to state, that he is wanting in that intelligence and vigour which 
are indispensable in carrying out the strict coercive and reformatory discipline of a modern 
prison. The other noticeable points have been touched upon under the several headings 
to which they belong. The lock-up system which has hitherto prevailed is far from satis- 
factory, but the Governor has undertaken to adopt a stricter form for the future. The 
building was in fan repair, and generally clean. 

J. Corry Connellan, Inspector-General. 



County op Kilkenny Gaol. — Visited May 7th, 1850. 



State ancl Accommodation. 

There is a large addition to this gaol in progress, consisting of two wings containing 200 
cells, with a chapel, &c., and a governor’s house. The latter, with the adjoining gateway, 
has been completed, but is not yet inhabited. The building of one of the wings had been 
advanced, at the time of my visit, as far as the lower tier of cells; the other had not been 
commenced. The external wall was completed ; but the confusion occasioned by the works 
renders the place very insecure — and, notwithstanding a guard of soldiers had been placed 
there, an escape had occurred only a few days previously. There were 33 prisoners more 
than at the last inspection, the number being as follows : — 



Males. Females. 



Master debtors, - 


- 0 


_ 


Poor do. 


19 


3 


Felons convicted, - 


- 70 


24 


Misdemeanants do- 


- 19 


- 


Felons untried, 


- 27 


18 


Misdemeanants do- 


- 2 


- 


Soldiers tried, 


- 15 


- 


Under revenue laws, 


- 1 


- 



Males. Females. 



Committed summarily, - 30 1 

Crown witnesses, - - 2 2 

Lunatics, - - - 20 

Sick in hospital, - - 4 3 

In solitary, - 1 — 

212 55 

Total, - - 267 



The present number of cells is 48; in addition to these there are 4 workrooms, which 
are occupied at night by about 12 men each. This gaol is fortunate in being compa- 
ratively free from vagrants, as well as that generally numerous class who are sent for con- 
ducting themselves improperly in the workhouses. The reason of this I presume is the 
absence of poverty in the county, as well as to the general employment afforded. All the 
prisoners arc examined on being received, and then taken aside and well clad in gaol clothing. 
In consequence ofthe disorder created by the works at present going on, great inconvenience 
is felt in carrying on the management. There is not any classification, nor any supervision at 
night. Itis not necessary to place more than 3 men in a cell.; but these are not very spacious, 
and the windows so small that the ventilation must be quite insufficient. I would recommend 
that cither additional holes should be made in the doors, or those over them enlarged. 
The privies arc in the yards — merely uncovered seats ; a defect which could have been re- 
medied, did not the change produced by the new building appear to render any more altera- 
tions at present inexpedient. 



South District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

Count y of Kildare 
Gaol. 

Hospitals. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



G eneral Observations . 



County of Kilkenny 
Gaol. 

Visited May 7, 1850. 
State and Accommo- 
dation. 
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Sorrir Drsntnrr. 




No 




No. 


— 


Wards, 


0 


Kitchens, 


1 


Eoimris »n Mitjmmln 


Yards, 


!i 


Workshoils, 


1 


I’lisims. 


Piiv-iiimns, 


H 


1 In-] dial rooms. 


4 


founty of Kilkenny 


Coils, . 


IS 


Solil.irv rolls. 


•1 


Gaul. 


Sleeping rooms, 
Hi'luiol-moms, 


1 


Pumps. 
Tread- wheels. 


1 




('hnpels, 


1 










H/iie/,. 








No. 




No. 




Pairs blankets, 


- Ills 


Jackets, 


- BO 




Puirs shoots, - 


- Vi 


TroWsor.-i, - - 


- HR 




Hugs 


Vi 


('ll)ts, 


r .ii 




Bed-ticks, 


- 1 Tel 


Pairs Shoos, - 


- 57 




Shirts, 









Prisoners Commit It'd d it rim/ (hr Yrtir. 





Males. 


Females. 


Males 


Females. 


For treason, 


i 




1 .unnties under tJu* Act for 1 . K 


10 


Felony, 


y:is 


Ill 


Insanity, • -J ’’ 


Potty linrony, tte..( sum- 


j-inti 


(ill 








mar ilyj, - 


Total, - - 000 


USB 


Misdemeanants do. 
Under tin* revenue laws 


:Ihii 

ii 


11)2 


Average daily liumher, - !1 


1 


Under the Poor I .aw Art, ] li 


1 


Highest at, any one time I!) 


fi 


By courts martini, 


fill 




Bowo.-, t. do. - 1 


1 


Under Vagrant. Act. • 


11 


1 


Average daily number in 1 




Drunkards, 


■is 


'■! 


hospital, - f ‘ 


' 


Periods of Imprisonment of the Number Committed during the Year. 







t 






i 




i 












1 






| 


£ 


i 

K 




•j 

1 


% 






- 




c. 




e * 


» 


- 












*■ 
















M I 


M. 






r 














M 


r 


M 
























l 1 clous it: mis- 


























































(lomomiimts, 


l 






*1 




:i 


" 








' ! 


•jii 


in. 


Mil 


PI! 


■l.‘» 


II: 


Ml 


HS 


•’ll 


a 


* 


31 




1 


- 


tih', 


111 5 


Vll .„ W11|U 















































































































































































Commit hth and lOr-rommilfah t durimj the past Year. 



Mules Females. 

lie-committed once, . OOO 32(5 

>i twice, . 51 13 

„ thrice, . 3 H 



Males. 

Re-comniitlod four times 
or more, ... 1 



Females. 



Number Sr lit mired to Halit art / Co/Ji/ieme/it durimj the Year. 

Males, . . 31 | Females, . . 41 

Number Henlencrd to be Whipped durimj the. Year . 

Hoys, . . 44 | Females, . . 



Punishments for Prison Offences durimj the Year. 





Moles. 


Females. 


Dark cells, 


159 


30 


Stoppage of diet, 


49G 


300 


Total, . 


G55 


330 



Jiscajms during the Year. 



Name. 


Af-e. 


Dato. 


Offences with wliioli 
Clmi’Kcd or Convicted. 


Whether confined 
Hoparato orwith others 


If lletaken. 


Michael Bowe, 


33 


11th July, 1840. 


Convicted 15 yrs. transportation 


With nthors. 


Yes. 


Michael Delaney, . 


31 


20th April, 1860. 


Do, 10 da. do. 


With o tlicrs. 


Yes. 


Humphry M'Carthy, 


28 


30th April, 1860. 


Do. 10 do. do. 


With others. 


No. 
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"Employment and Schools. 

h, J«ZVh “ t ” a<, -' vh , eel w,li . ch employed U men at a time; the principal other occupations 
Th™ ot- kmg ”" d P^P’/’S mter : tfade-work is carried on to an inconsiderable extent, 
llnee prisonets, two shoemakers and a smith, were working at their respective trades, and 
•7 h °t ™ w “ employed under the superintendence of one of the turnkeys 

(also a tailor), in making the gaol clothing. 

Employment on the Day of Inspection. 



South Disinter. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

Con nil/ of Kilkenny 
Onol. 

Employment and 
Schools. 



Cleaning and washing, 
Cooking, 

Labouring, - 
Prison duties, 
Pumping, 

Schooling, 

Smiths’ work. 



MALES. 



No. 

4 

4 

22 

10 

12 

10 

2 



Shoemaking, - 

Stone-breaking, 

Tailoring, 

Treadmill, 

Weaving, 

Winding, 



No. 

8 

32 

2 

52 



FEMALES. 



Knitting, 
Needle-work, - 
Nursing, 
Prison duties, 



No. 

11 

4 

1 

4 



Schooling, - - . o 

Spinning and carding, - - 11 

"Washing, - - - - 12 

Winding, 1 



The schoolmaster was appointed on the 1st of January, and does not appear particularly 
emcient. His duty is also to assist the Governor in the capacity of clerk. Lessons are given 
to the prisoners in six classes, from 10 o’clock till half-past 4. There is a school registry, 
by which it appears that some progress is made, but by the juveniles only. 



Education. 







Advanced 

Spoiling. 


Advanced 

Heading. 


Advanced 

Writing. 


Advanced 

AriiliiKi'iic 


Advanced 
to Itulo 
ofTln-eo. 


Too old 
or other- ■ 

vented. 


Unwilling! 


Total. 


Begun Alphabet, . . 
— Spelling, . . . 
— Heading, . . . 
— Writing . . . 
— Arithmetic, . . 


208 


F. 

113 


ir. 

170 


00 


SI. 

200 


80 


ir. 


30 


St. j 
30 




St. 




SI. 


.. 

57 


30 


F. 

10 


ST. 

200 

170 

200 

30 


113 

00 

3C 


Total, . 




























800 


310 



Ayes, Relit/ ion, and Education of the Prisoners Committed during the Year. 




Number attending School during the Year. 

Malos. - - - 800 | Females, - - - 319 

Average Number attending Daily. 

Males, - - 30 | Females, - - 10 



Female Department. 

This department has been for some time transferred, together with the lunatics, to an old 
workhouse, in an open situation some distance from the gaol. There were 47 women. 
4 M 



Fomale Department. 
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South District. 

Reports on separato 
Prisons. 

County of Kilkenny 
Caul. 

Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Officers’ Visits. 
Hospitals. 
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The debtors were separated; the rest arranged together in one large day-room — hut they 
were clean, in good order, and all occupied ; and the department appeared clean and well 
managed. There are two large tuid airy bedrooms, and two others used us hospital. The 
children arc kept below in u dark apartment, which is also occasionally damp. The wash- 
ing for the gaol is carried on in a sort of shed, and the linen is dried in the yards. The 
younger females are taught for three hours by the matron and under-matron. When the 
now part of the gaol is completed, the women will then be transferred there, and this building 
given up. 



1 h’etury. 





ru-irin-.H. 


Si .-..till < 'lii-.H. 


Tliiril CIiihh. 




Mules. 


I'Vnmli -I. 


i tiitill i -ii under 1(1 yearn. 


IltVIlklU'.l, . . 


( S 1 M. Tllt-nl, 

1 J pint iii'W-utilk. 


t ? iiz, ini-ill, 

1 J pint new milk. 


f I.;/. HI. -ul, 

( J, panl new nolle. 




f 1 1 Iiruwii liiviul, 


f I'l ttx. I.inwii lirend, 






l 1 pin! Ile»-luilk. 


l l pint mw-milk. 


[ J pint, new milk. 


Supper, . . . 


- 


- 


| 1 »/.. liiiuvn bre.iul, 

1 1J uii|:gin new-uiilk.. 



Brown bread is used, made of the whole whoatmeal ; it is very good, ns well ns the other 
provisions. The dietary appears in general to agree very well with the prisoners, and there 
were no complaints; but 1 was told that a slight tendency to dysentery sometimes occurs, 
which might, perhaps, be checked by using a mixture of Indian meal and rice. 



Con l mats. 

.C 8. d. 



Bread (brown), 


- (i 


0 




per -l lb. loaf. 


Bread (white), 


- (l 


0 


a If 


do. do. 


Oatmeal (no nmtrur.fs), bought, in market u(. - 


. 7 


in 


(i 


per Ion. 


Tntliim meal (no eonlraets), bought in market at. 


- 7 


in 


0 


per do. 


Meat, 


- () 


0 




per Ih. 


Nmv-niilk, - 


- (I 


(i 


(i 


per gallon. 


IluU(>riuilk. 


- (1 


n 




per gallon. 


Knit (no contracts), 


- 0 


8 


(i 


pel’ ewL 




- (1 


Jft 


n 


per loll. 


Turf, 


- (1 


I 


2J 


per box of 20 


Ktmw fiialen), 


- (1 


17 


3 




(Jan ill cm, 


- (1 


0 




per lb. 



Hooks and Accounts. 

^ The books arc kept by the Governor, assisted by the schoolmaster as before-mentioned. 
The forin in which the accounts are kept and the checks on consumption, appear to be suffi- 
cient. The small number of punishments was very remarkable, there having been only ID 
this year, up to the 1st of May; the severest, fl days’ solitary confinement. 



Officers and hut anas. 



.li «. d. 

Local Inspector, Col. Thomas Jones,- HO 0 0 
Governor, E. Hunt Robbins, - ■ 3 III 0 0 

Physician, Joseph Lulor, - (5ft 0 0 

Chaplain, Itev. A. 11. Perry, - • 40 0 0 

Bo. It. 0., ltev. John Gorman, - 40 0 0 
Turnkey, William Lee, - - 37 0 0 

Bo. Thomas Whelan, - 30 0 0 

Do. Thomas Murphy, - - 30 0 0 



U s d. 

Turnkey, Thomas Ireland, - - 2ft 0 0 

Do. Andrew Kimono, - - 2ft 0 0 

Do. Michael Leonard, - 2ft 0 0 

Do. James Morrissey, - 30 0 0 

Do. Michael Murray, - - 80 0 0 

Schoolmaster, J. Sixsmith, - - 28 0 0 

Matron, Mrs. Juno lioye, - - 80 0 0 



The turnkeys seem to be efficient men. They sleep in different parts of the prison. 



Officers' Visits. 

Local Inspector, . . 237 I Protestant Chaplain, . 182 

Surgeon, &c. . . 310 l Roman Catholic do., . 212 



Hospitals. 

The present building is insufficient, and is to be raised a story. There are six rooms, but 
some are not used as wards. There were only six sick at the time I was there, and these 
only trivial cases. , 



Gases of Sickness and "Lunacy during the 


Year. 




Males. 


Females, 


Slight indisposition, 


. „ * . 20CT 


76 


Hospital cases, . , 


. * . • . 104 


11 


Criminal lunatics, , 


. * . * 15 


10 
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Diseases during the Year. 



Syphilis, 

Paralysis of bladder, 
Rheumatism, 

Dysentery, and Diarrhoea. 
Fever, 

Inflammation of the lungs, 
Ulcers of legs, 
Inflammation of neck, 
Scalled heads, 

Ophthalmic, 

Erysipelas, 

Liver affection, 

Water on chest, 
Hemorrhage, . , 

Inflammation of the heart, 
Lighter cases not treated in 

Total, . . 



Males. 

19 

1 



16 

17 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 



1 

200 



1 

76 



Sooth District. 



Deaths and their Causes during the Year. 



Diarrhoea and Dysentery, 
Water on chest, 

Total, . 



Males. 

6 



Females. 

1 



Lunatics. 

?'r“ r0 were nineteen lunatics, two in the gaol, and the rest confined In the old workhouse 
as befote stated, with four steady prisoners to look after them. Of these in the gaol oneTn 
shoemaker, who is kept continually at work, and behaves well. S ’ 



1. Marquis -of Ormonde. 

2. The RL Rev. Dr. Walsh. 

!1. The Very Rev. the Dean of Oasory. 
4. Sir .J oin, Ulundmi, Bait. 

Ci. J. B. 0. Witudosftu’d, Esq. 

(». Henry Weniys, ]<&ij. 



Board of Superintendence. 



Board of Superin - 



7. Joseph Greene, Esq., n. m. 

8. John M. G reene, Esq.. 

9. Edmund Smithwick, Esq. 

10. Richard Sullivan, Esq. 

1 1. Richard Wheeler, Esq. 

12. J. S. Lane, Esq. 



The Board have no regular day of meeting only when they are summoned. The accounts 
are looked over twice a year before each of the assizes, and the payments are then made, 
except those which may be ordered occasionally. I should recommend a monthly meetina 
and audit, by which regularity would be insured; for such a large mode of proceeding 

limy ultimately lead to embarrassments wliichi t might be difficult to rectify. 



General Observations. GenoralOl, sen-ation*. 

As before observed, the irregularities unavoidably consequent upon the building at 
present going forward, render it difficult to form an idea of the way this prison is generally 
managed, but its state of cleanliness and discipline was satisfactory. It is to be hoped 
that when the new part is completed, a great quantity of industrial employment will be 
introduced. 

Bridewells. Bridewells. 

Thoma stolen, May 7tli . — There were no prisoners confined here at the time of my inspec- 
tion ; I found it clean, but both male and female apartments need supplies immediately. 

The average cost of diet per day, 3 \d. The number of prisoners confined here durin<>- last 
quarter, 14-7. 

Gallan, Mag 8th . — This bridewell was in a very clean and regular state ; I found in it 
2 male and 2 female prisoners. The average cost of diet per day, 3d. Number of prisoners 
confined during last quarter, 134*. 

TTrlhigfonl . — The number of prisoners confined here during last quarter, 43- The average 
cost of' diet per day, 4 *d. 



Feedeeic B. Long, Inspector -General. 



m2 
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Al’PKNl )1X TO TWENTY-NINTH IIKPOHT OF 



South Distaict. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

City of Kilkenny (!aul. 
Visited Aim/ H, 
1850. 

State and Accommo- 
dation- 



Oity op Kii.kksny ( ! ,\t ii.. — Y isitkm May Htiij IhhO. 

N/ti/e and A trnnmnthilian. 

Tj„, deficiencies of this prison have been so often enlarged upon that I think it unnecessary, 
to enter into any details of that subject in the present report. As u specimen of the whole 
L may as well mention tlmt there is in fact only one room, and tlml not a large one, appro- 
priated to the Governor's use. 'This forms his sitting-room and office, while the further end, 
m front of which is a curtain, constitutes his sleeping apartment. This may give an idea 
of the whole; hut while the present indisposition exists to undertake any improvement, it is 
in vain cither to make comments or suggest remedies. 1 here was one prisoner more on this 
inspection than at the time of the last; the prison’s slate bring ns follows 



Males. Females. 

Master debtors, 3 - 

Felons convicted, . . 14* 13 

Felons untried, . . 9 Ft 

Mistlemeanants do., . U 3 „ 

Committed summarily, . 9 ‘-2 



Sick in hospital, . 


Males. Females. 
. - 1 


. Total, 


3H 32 

70 



Not more than one prisoner is placed in each single cell, and the sleeping-rooms contain 
from eight to nine. The bedding appeared clean ns well as the entire establishment, ns well 
as could bo discovered amidst the utter darkness that enveloped the corridors and some of 
the cells. The tried prisoners were in gaol clothing. They uro examined by the surgeon 
on admission, hut not washed ns they ought to be. They take their meals in the day-rooms. 
There is no particular classification, but the men appeared to be kept in proper order. Fortu- 
nately there are not many vagrants, which may probably he attributed to the same practice 
being in force here as in Dublin, ot committing this class of offenders for twenty-lbur hours 
only without foot/. Notwithstanding the many drawbacks here, the cells are warm and at 
the same time well ventilated, to which the healthiness oi tiic place may in fact be ascribed. 



Wards, 

Yards, 

Day-rooms, 

(’ells, 

Sleeping-rooms, 



No. 
. 4 
. 3 
: 4 
. 7 
. 10 



No. 

Chapels, . . • 1 

Kitchens, . . .1 

IVorkshods, . . 1 

Solitary cells, . • 1 

JPlimps, . • -2 





No. 


Pairs blankets, 


. 73 


Pairs sheets, 


. 3 


Hugs, 


. 4 


Bedsteads, hammocks, or cots, 


. 97 


Bed-ticks, 


. 45 





No. 


Shirts, 


. 67 


Jackets, . 


• . 18 


TrowBcrs, 


. 20 


Caps, 

Pairs shoes, 


. 2 


. 18 



Prisoners Committed tlurinrj the Year. 





Mules. 


Females. 


Petty larceny, &c., 1 
(summarily) . j 


■ 420 


315 


Misdemeanants, do., 


. 73 


42 


Under the Poor Law Act, 45 


11 


Under Vagrant Act, 


. 358 


180 


Drunkards, 


. 75 


185 



Males. 

Lunatics under the 1 2 

Act for Insanity, J 

Total, . • 973 

Average daily number, 2 

Highcstatanyonctimc, 10 
Lowest do. . 1 



Females. 

4 



737 

6 

11 

2 



Periods of Imprisonment of the Number Committed durimj the Year. 





i 


1 

g 


1 

j 




9 Months. 


i 


1 

£ 


§ 

I* 


i 

$ 


o 


% 

p 


48 Hours. 


w 






| 


1 




Felons & mis- 
demeanants, 






1 j 

u. If 


„ 






- 


SI. 


X'. 


ST. 




31. 




M. 




M. 


F. 

It 


- 


F. 


H. 


F. 


M, 


F. 


202 


F. 

104 


540 


F. 

072 
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Committals and Re-committals during the past Year. So.;th District. 

Males. Females. Reports on separate 
Re-committed four times Prisons. 

and more, . . — 1 

City of Kilkenny Gaol. 

Number Sentenced to Solitary Confinement during the Year. 

• • • • 20 | Females, . . . .36 

N timber Sentenced to be Whipped during the Year. 

es > • • • • 4 | Females, . . . . — 

Punishments for Prison Offences during the Year. 

Males. Females. 

Stoppage of diet, 210 161 

Other punishments 80 24 

Total, 290 185 



Escapes during the Year. 



Name. 


Ago. 


Date. 


Offences with which 




If Retaken. 


Charged or Convicted. 


separate or with others. 


Joseph O'Neil, 




11 February, 1850. 


Larceny. 


With others. 


Yes. 


Edward Lynnni, 


20 


Do. 


Coining. 


Do. 


Yes. 



luaies. -females. 

Re-committed once, . 973 737 

>, twice, . 6 8 

„ thrice, . 2 4 



Employment and Schools. Employment and 

r Stone-breaking is the principal, or rather I may say, the only employment of the males' 

The stones when broken are wheeled in barrows by the prisoners into the street ; a practice 
which it would be as well to discontinue, although it is not believed that any evil results arise 
from it. There is no school instruction of any l<ind. 



Employment on the Day of Inspection. 



MALES. 



Carpentering, . 

Cleaning and whitewashing, 
Cooking, 



Knitting, 

Needlework, 

Nursing, 



Prison duties, . 
Stone-breaking, 
Tailoring, 



FEMALES. 

No. I 

. 4 Prison duties, . 

.14 Washing, 

. 3 I 



No. 
. 3 
. 25 



No. 
. 6 



Age, Religion, and Education of the Prisoners Committed during the Year. 




Female Department. Female Department. 

The women appeared tolerably well managed, and were employed at needlework, washing, 
and making artificial firing. The lalter occupation consists in mixing up the pounded an- 
thracite coal with water and forming it into balls, which are much used in this locality. This 
is not a very cleanly employment, and must be somewhat irksome ; which, however, provided 
it is not injurious to the health, does not form any objection. There were four children here, 

The accommodation consists of one day-room, and three sleeping-rooms. No school 
instruction is given. 
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APPENDIX TO TWENTY-NINTII IlKPOItT OF 



Souxn IJistbiot. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

City <>f Kilkenny Gaol. 



This is not ut all in conformity with tho dietary authorised by law, which requires bread 
to be given for dinner, and makes a dill'erenee between the portions allowed to males and to 
females. Complaints were made by one prisoner at not receiving any bread, and the proper 
regulation ought to be adopted. 



Dietary. 





Kiwi dim. 


Sr, •mill dim. 


Tliiiil t 'liti i. 




M iilrk. 


Ki'liliilru. 


« 'liililn.il nmii-r In jrnm. 


liri'iiklii'.t, . . . 


i ii n/. liuliiui ini'iil, 
l 1 pint new. milk. 


1 II ■■/. Iiulimi hi. ■ul, 
1 t pint new -milk. 


... 


Dinner, . 


1 11 ■■/. untiui'iil, 
l 1 pint new milk. 


( II ii/.. niiliiii'ul, 
i 1 pint new milk. 




Supper, . . 


- 







Officers on Gaol AUommcc. 



Jeffrey Mara. | Thomas Foley. 

Contracts. 

£ s. d. 

0 0 4i per 4 lb. loaf. 

Meat, 0 0 per lb. 

Ncw-milk, 0 0 4 per gallon, Irish. 

Suit, 0 o per stone. 

Coals, . 0 15 G per ton. 

Turf, . . . . . . . .014 per box. 

Straw (oaten), 0 1!) 0 per ton. 

Candles, 0 0 -l£ per lb. 



Honks ami Accounts. 

Book, mi account.. The principal portion of tint litit.k. arc kept by tin* Oim-mur, who lias no one to nisitt 
him. The entries in some of them are, however, made by the l.oeal Inspector, not in a very 
perfect manner. The punishments consist almost entirely ol' stoppages of milk. 



Officers and Salaries. 



( Officers ami Salaries. 



'#} s. <1. 

1 nomas Trim, Esq., Local Inspector, . W 0 u ' William Mngpe, Girvernor, 

Nathaniel Alcock, Esq., m.o., . . fl(| o () 1 Mrs. C. Magee, Matron. . 

Icev. Henry Haro, Protestant Clmp., . tit) o o ; Jeffrey Mam, . 

Kev. Willium Lynch, U. C. do., . GO 0 0 j Thomas Foley, . 



£ «5 d. 

(fa 0 0 
1.1 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 



It will be scon that besides the Governor there are only two other resident officers, a staff 
quite insufficient for this moderuto-hized prison. 



Officers’ Visits, 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, 



( \fjlccrs' Visits. 

-•IU I I'mb.'.taiit t'lmpliiiii, . . . ];|*> 

LIU I Itoimui (Iiillinlie. ilu., . . . |g() 



Hospital. 



/ losjii/af. 

There is no building especially appropriated for an hospital; L0‘0 was presented last year 
tor providing one: but os this was thought insufficient, the money was rc-presented, and the 
design (I presume) abandoned for the present. A sleeping-room is used for this purpose 
when required, and was then occupied by .‘5 women, 1 convalescent. "When any of the males 
are sick, they arc attended in their colls. There was also a woman, who had a child of two 
years of age with the small pox, placed in a room by themselves. The comparatively 
healthy s [ ate ^is prison renders any improvement in this respect less called for, but it 
suouiu nevertheless be adopted ere it might be too late. 

Cases of Sickness uml Lunacy during the Year. 

_ Males. Females. 

Slight indisposition, 100 12,1 

Hospital cases, 28 S3 

Criminal Lunatics, . 2 4 



Diseases during the Year. 



- lnaics. 

Dysentery and Diarrhasa 20 

Fever, . ' . 8 

Venereal cases, . * 

Slight cases not treated ia hospital, , » .-100 



Females. 

11 

9 

13 

125 
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Deaths and their Causes during the Year. 



Consumption, 



Males. Females. 



87 



Board of Superintendence. 

1. The Marquis of Ormonde. 

2. The Mayor. 

3. Richard Sullivan, Esq., j.p. 

4. Henry Potter, Esq., j.p. 

5. Thomas Hart, Esq., j.p. 

6. Edmund Smithwick, Esq,, j.p. 



7. Thomas Bradly, Esq. 

8. William P. Leech, Esq. 

9. Henry M'Creery, Esq. 

10. John Potter, Esq. 

H. James M. Tidraarsh, Esq. 
12. William J. Douglas, Esq. 



i J?' ?”S'f meet ° n, { " hen summoned, which is generally once in about six weeks. They 
look over the accounts half-yearly, and the payments are made afterwards. 

General Observations. 

ke ?* ?! e v nIy aadre S ular a manner as could be expected, consider- 
b l e state of the building, the paucity of officers, and the little attention that 
xs bestowed upon it by the city authorities. 

Frederic B. Long, Inspector-General. 



King’s County Gaol, at Tullamore.— Visited the 27th and 28th August, 1850. 





'State and Accommodation. 




ie state of this gaol I found 


to be thus 






Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 1 


Classes. 


Males. Females. 


Master debtors, , 


4 


1 


Revenue laws, 


1 


Poor do., 


6 


1 


Lunatics, 


3 1 


Felons convicted, 


60 


29 


Sick in hospital, 


3 3 


Misdemeanants do., 


20 


12 






Felons untried, 


10 


10 




123 62 


Misdemeanants do., 


4 


2 


Total, . 


185 



There were 26 male convicts sentenced to transportation, and 9 females. This total 
presents a very favorable contrast to that returned at the last inspection, when the numbers 
amounted to 312, thus showing a decrease of 127. There are 80 single cells, 4 solitary 
colls, 3 rooms with beds, one laundry, 4 day-rooms, and 4 yards tor males ; 32 single 
cells, 1 solitary cell, a laundry, 2 day-rooms, and 2 yards for females — a common kitchen 
for dressing the prisoners’ victuals, a chapel for both sexes, and 3 baths for general use, 
as may be required. A water-engine and band-mill are turned to useful account — the 
latter is employed in grinding corn, and the economy of space and fuel is remarkably well 
managed. The general store in which all the stock, whether manufactured or in the raw 
material, is kept, contains also the corn, which feeds the mill through a hopper in the floor; 
there is also a trap-door communicating with the drying-kiln, which heats the baking-oven, 
all tho bread being baked in the prison at a cost of but %d. per lb. There is a lime-kiln 
within the walls, which is thought to conduce much to the general healthiness by its 
evaporation and constant supply for white-washing. This is the more needed, as the 
sewerage is bad ; but Mr. Berry, the excellent Local Inspector, hopes to counteract this 
evil by the use of deodorizing peat-charcoal, which the neighbouring bog could furnish on 
the cheapest terms. A military guard has done duty here, since an attempt was made more 
than a year ago on the Governor. 

'Employment and Schools. 

Great and well-regulated activity is shown in this department. Mr. Burke, the Deputy 
Governor, and three of the turnkeys, who are handicraftsmen, superintend and instruct. 
It is to be regretted that a larger portion of the turnkeys are not qualified for this purpose, 
as under such guidance greater results might be obtained without any considerable additional 
expense. Mr. Burke gives each prisoner a trial in one trade or other, until he has 
ascertained that for which there is the greatest natural aptitude or taste. I was much struck 
with his kind and judicious notice and praise of a very young boy who, in a few weeks, had 
made an astonishing progress in weaving. Whenever a prisoner happens to be a 
handicraftsman, others are, as it were, apprenticed to him, and thus a succession is main- 
tained in the more common trades. Hard labour consists in grinding corn, barrowing 
stones, and working the water-engine. The general' employment is furnished by weaving, 
winding, warping, shoemaking, tailoring, carpentering, _ smith’s work, painting, glazing, 
stone-cutting, brazier’s work, prison duties, and washing. This latter is a very useful 
acquirement to piales. The profits last year reached the sum of <£267 IBs. 5d., but if the 
number of competent instructors were greater^ and the sheds for separate work, which are 
in contemplation, were completed, more might yet be done. The annexed is the school- 
master’s return, who is paid a salary of £25 ' 



South District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

City of Jn'kenny Gaol 
Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



General Observations. 



Xing's County Gaol. 
Visited August 37 and 
28, 1850. 

State and Accommo- 
dation. 



Employment and 
Schools. 
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Soirrii Disntnir. 

Reports on separate 
Prison >.. 

Idlin' x I'unuli/ liit’il. 



I'omalr IK pai'tiiifiit. 



Dietary, 



Books nml Account 1 ;. 
Officers tuul SoliuioH. 



OtUoeiV Visits. 



Hospitals. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



hn AITKNWX To TWENTY-NINTH UF.PnllT oF 



Si'lhl <1 Pi/I It’ll .1 K‘. V. l III / 1 .f, I 'i'l 

I'KntiKK.ss MARK HA MW.K T’HI.v »>. lilt's I'n): Till: I \>.f -|\ M.iVUIs 
tit) (.mnmenrori t In* ulphulu't, rind loiimed In mail Inli-ral'H. 

14 ('mmtii'iit’i'il In hjii'll, nml learned In read. 

It) (‘miuiii'Hi*i>i| tin* ul|ilaln‘t. nml li’iitncil in ..|i,*U. 

Hi Cuinifii'ti<:i > il reading, learned v. ritine, ntul made pri-grc . in atilhtucfir. 

l • i : \i u.k i’l?! m\i-:us. 

Jill Cnnmirnred tin' ill jilinlii'i , mill le.'imed to mini luleiiddv. 

• 17 ( 'nmnuMiri'cl tin- :■ Ij > 1 ml n* t , mid learned In i.indj. 

114 Learned tn mud. 

Frill nl, • / >, /in r fin, tit. 

This department reflects great credit upon thorn- in whose charge it is placed. Instruc- 
tinn is given by the matron. The female prist mt-rs are engaged in carding, •.pimun*', and 
needle-work ; but there is a lamentable deficiency nl sjiaee, equally injiiriotts to licallb and 
the carrying out of the works. The Mime objection applies to the laundry. It is stated 
that sheds art: to be erected to give thi*; much-wanted accommodation, ami I trust the next 
Inspector may have to record their completion. 



/ Ur full/. 

Males: Break last — o/. oatmeal and -1* me. Indian meal, made into stirabout, and half a 
pmtoi sweet milk. Dinner— H o/. bread and 1 pint sweet milk. 

I'cmalos: Breakfast — ' or. ol oatmeal and M.i nz. of Indian meal, made into stirabout, 
and halt ti pint ol sweet milk. Dinner — l'J oz. ol bread and { pint of sweet milk. 

Complaints having been made to tin-, partieulntly by those employed upon the hand- 
mill, ol the msulhcieney ol the diet, I -aw the dinner bread weighed, and on the following 
morning the stirabout lor break hut. Both were of the prescribed weight, and excellent in 
quality, the corn being carefully purchased by the Local Inspector. The chaplain, too, 
regularly inspects the diet. * * ’ 

Confiwfit . — Out meal, per cwt. HU. <i /. ; Indian meal, per ewl. H.v, Od . ; meat, per lh, Oil, ; 
new-muk, per gallon, \\d . ; buttermilk, per gallon, 1 \tl , ; salt, per stone %L 

Hunks and Airnnnls. 

these nro kept with remarkable cure. The Local Inspector constantly cheeks the 
accounts, and great attention appear.-, to be paid to simplifying them. The system is very 
intelligible and satisfactory. 1 •’ 



( Iffin is ami Ha /m it'.s. 



Hov. E. ]•. Berry, Chaplain, 
llov. .1. 0 Hull, Tty, II. C. Chnplni,,, 

Fntnus H.i-ry. Loral Iiwnectw, - 
Holier) Harding, Governor, 

•Tohn Kidlny, Medical OifaW 
I hilip Belton, Apothecary, 

Henry Burke, Deputy Governor, - 
Eliza M'Gliee, Matron, 

Eliza Eitzgildiim, Famuli: Turnkey, 
Margaret Thompson, jS'urse, 

William Smith, 1st Turnkey, 






il. 



411 0 0 
41) 0 I) 

l:io o o 
1H4 iy 2 
•15 o 0 
yo u o 
no o o 

40 0 o 
-5 0 () 
yo o o 
40 0 o 



1‘hilip Green, tlnd Turnkey, 
Thomas Itreminn, .‘In! do., 

.1 ohn Silver, 4th do,, 
•Jones Commons, ftlli do., 
•lolui lJoolin, (i|.li do., 
Michael Murray, 7th do., 

Con. M'I,migmiii, 8th do., 
Henry Neill, Dili do., 
I’hiltp Green, jnn.. Messenger, 
•John llurke, Sehoolniaster, 



yf» t) o 
tin o o 
y. r > o o 
yr» o o 
yft o o 

tit t» o 

lift o o 
an o o 
« It) o 
yft u o 



oj/itvn? Visits. 

240 I 1 West ant. Chaplain 
yft4 j Homan Catholic Chaplain 



170 

181 



Local Inspector 
Surgeon, &n. . 

I . io i 

unifonif^mi' offic01 ‘ s n , rc P ni . cl monthly, and sign their names in a receipt-book. They wear 
uniform, anil seem to be sictivo and willing. 

Jliispi/iiln. 

oirTnnd R ] X J rp[ !ents— * ,irou males and three females— in the hospitals, which arc 

and form or 1 „ \ w'° a P°thccnry receives a salary of .L'20 for compounding medicines, 

for n 5:, "““ r Sl,m: bul 1 ”“ orlyho ““ 
T),. 1 ../'Cl... • . , 




Earl of llosso. 

Earl of Charloville. 
William Morris, Esq. 
Barry Fox, Esq. 

John W. Tarleton, Esq. 
J ohn O’Brien, Esq. 



Anthony Molloy, Esq. 
Dawson French, Esq. 
Robert B. Slator, Esq. 
David Thompson, Esq. 
George M'Mnllen, Esq. 
Henry Manly, Esq. 
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General Observations. 

virI h r C f'™ni! Sfu " 00 ” siderabl « improvement effected since the last inspection. The con- 
t? l” bet " *% *p««l f°n the other prisoners, and the untried, of 
whom there were but very few at the time of my visit, are placed with those convicted of 
minor and comparatively trifling offences. Juvenile offenders, too, are kept apart as much 
as possible, it— -ns it is to be hoped— the diminution of numbers continue, this principle 
° ( ?7ni W,1Ich ls th ® ■groundwork of all moral discipline, can and ought to be earned 
° U i °i C ,. 0S | extont * ^ he °ld wooden bedsteads have been removed, and greater space 

ant c cnniiness have been thereby obtained. In the female department I remarked some 
prisoners without shoes, anc. was informed that it was their own option, many having been 
previously unaccustomed to the use of them, and unwilling to wear them before the winter. 

. anxl0us generally are women found to be transported, that out of the nine female con- 
victs, five, who were prostitutes, had committed arson , with the view of obtaining this sentence. 
1 have now only to add, that the general condition of this gaol reflects the highest credit 
upon all concerned in its management. I visited it quite unexpectedly, and found nothing 
but order, cleanliness, and sound repair. The Local Inspector, Mr. Francis Berry, is 
indefatigable in his zeal and anxious superintendence, and devotes the greater part of his 
time to the interests oi all — looking equally to economical expenditure, and to the humane 
care ol the prisoners. Mr. Harding, the Governor, is evidently imbued with a strong 
and conscientious sense of his important duties. He is, I was informed, always to be found 
at his post, and gives his constant attention to all the departments under his charge. He is 
very strict with regard to the supervision of the prisoners; and he or the Deputy Governor, 
Mr. Burke, of whom I have spoken above, is present at the Iocking-up of every prisoner at 
night* This is a duty by no means scrupulously observed in other gaols. 



South District. 
Reports on separate 

King’s County Gaol. 
GeneralObservations. 



B) iclewells. Bridewells. 

Parsonslown. — There were nine male prisoners and eleven females confined in this bride- 
well, in the state and accommodation of which a beneficial change has been effected since 
the last inspection, which is doubtless attributable to the report of my colleague ; but it is 
still, though a district bridewell, far below the average of minor prisons in other counties. 

The bedding is in a better condition. The building cleaner, and in souuder repair. The 
cooking boiler has been improved. The sewerage is fair. New privies have been erected, 
and a uoor broken in one of the yard walls, so as to enable the soil to be cleared. When 
prisoners require religious ministration, the bridewell keeper notifies their desire to the 
clergyman of their creed. A medical officer (Dr. Waters) is paid £20 per annum for his 
attendance, a rather unusual sum. On the other hand, there is much to be amended : the 
lower part of the walls against which, of course, the bedding would rest, was coloured with 
yellow ochre, which I directed to be removed, and whitewash to be substituted. There are 
in the yards large open pits, into which the night-buckets are emptied — a practice disgusting 
in appearance, and offensive and unwholesome. It had been raining for some hours at the 
time of my visit, and as the windows had been taken out for ventilation, the rain was 
plashing on the sill and wetting the bedding, which was made up against the outer wall. The 
registry-book was not in accordance with the form prescribed in the quarterly returns; the 
relorence, therefore, and a proper check on the number of daily inmates, were defective. 

There were no pass-books. The males and females are placed in cells which open on the 
same corridor, which seems very objectionable. There is no employment; for breaking 
the small quantity of stone required for the yards can scarcely be so called. The dietary 
(bread and stirabout) is in accordance with the last form. I tasted the bread and milk, 
which were both very good. Oatmeal, 1 l.v. 6<7. per cwt. ; bread, 1 £d. per lb. ; new-nnlk, 6d. 
per imperial gallon. The accounts are examined monthly by the Board of Superintendence, 
who pay on production of vouchers. There were from G5 to 70 confined here at the 
last quarter sessions, and during the last quarter 323. 

The Local Inspector never visits— the Inspector of the county gaol does so occasionally. 

The keeper is evidently anxious now to do his duty — indeed nervously so ; but he seems to 
be indolent, slovenly, and wanting in quickness of observation. To such a person constant 
and unexpected supervision is indispensable. The magistrates who attend petty sessions 
here might effectually discharge this duty by an occasional visit, even of a lew minutes 

duration. j Corby Connell an, Inspector-General. 



County of Limerick Gaol. — Visited 7th October, 1850. 



The morning state of this gaol I found to be 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Master debtors, - 


- 4 


1 


Poor do. 


- 16 


2 


Folons convicted, 


- 6 


— 


Misdemeanants do. 


- 307 


36 


Felons untried, 


- 6 


— 


Misdemeanants do. 


- 91 


44 



follows : — 

Classes. Males. Females. 

Committed summarily, - 55 17 

Lunatics, - - - 2 1 

Sick in hospital, - 28 

515 103 

Total, - 618 



Thus showing an advance of 94 npon the numbers returned at the last inspection ; as 
however, the convicts on that occasion amounted to 107, and at present reach a total of 
1-13 the virtual increase of the ordinary occupants of the gaol may be taken at 58. 

4 N 



County of Limerick 
Gaol. 

Visited October 7* 
1850. 
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South District. There is no change in flic accommodation, which cnnsists of 175 single colls, 4- solitary cells, 
— and lit dny-rooms. There is a plentiful supply of pood water, ami the system of heating 

Reports on M-imrate t j )c ()Vt , n t ,j' the bakery by hot water pipes seems to lie effective and economical. A treiul- 
l’nsoiis. w | )CC j j s , nuc j, wanted here to furnish the means of hard labour, which at present is confined 
t'nrny Of Limerick, to stone-breaking, and it might be turned to account in forcing water through the sewers, 
C,«o'. grinding corn, &c. The ventilation of the. cells could he. easily improved by the insertion 

of perforated zinc plates into the upper panes of the windows, as no draught of air is thereby 
created such ns to inconvenience the inmates of the cells, mid to induce them to slop the 
current by placing their clothes against the apertures. Classification is attempted as far ns 
is practicable u infer such pressure of muitbeis. The males are divided into the tried and 
untried. The tried are classed (the convicts being apart) into misdemeanants sentenced at 
assizes, at quarter sessions, and those summarily convicted for short periods. Upon the 
numbers of the latter class the substitution of gruel for milk lias produced a beneficial eflect, 
it being reduced from Ini, the amount in July last, to Ci’i at the present dale. The untried 
are divided into capital felons and misdemeanants. The convicts occupy two classes, hut 
from among the most refractory of the younger ones, the Governor has selected and placed 
in complete separation nine, an experiment which hitherto lias been attended with the hap- 
piest results. Their general conduct, their bodily health, though there is no increase of diet 
allowed, their moral tone, and their educational acquirement, have all advanced considerably. 
Their progress in the latter is most gratifying, and highly creditable to their instructor. 
Number of commitments during the past year: males, ttsjiti, females, f>75. Recommit- 
ments: males, 79, females, !MJ. Greatest number in gaol at one time: males, 701, 
females, 151.. Average males, /H2* ; ditto, females, The punishments since January 

amounted to 255 ; a large total, hut accounted for by the number of assault cases committed 
by impatient convicts. 

Employment and E/n/ifni/Hir/if il/lif Sc/ioof#. 

There were (52 prisoners employed as bakers, carpenters, sawyers, shoemakers, tailors, 
weavers and winders, heckers, cot-makers, painters and glaziers; ol these more than one-half 
were engaged in weaving and winding, as all the clothing and bedding lor the prisoners arc 
manufactured within the walls. Works, however, are carried on here to a very limited ex- 
tent; and though, doubtless, the confined accommodation must check such operations, in 
other gaols even less favorably circumstanced, there is more energy exhibited and a larger 
result produced. There are but lour regularly educated tradesmen among the turnkeys, 
and inconsequence of there being no tailors, the clothing for the gaol officers was obliged to 
be sent out in order to bo made up. There is no separate, account ol the works kept, 
which is an objectionable practice. School instruction is much wanted, and ns there is ft 
highly competent master, an effort ought to lie made in behalf ol the numerous juvenile 
oflenders whom I regretted to observe here no substitute for the school-room, which was 
burnt, having been binco erected. 



Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Fnn/ilf Department. 

Two-thirds of the females were employed in spinning and ncedlc-work, and washing. -The 
laundry is small, hut the. drying room is very effective. Some of the female cells are damp, 
and imperfectly aired. 1 lore, too, there is a deficiency in instruction which might be easily 
remedied. There are two classes, the tried and untried, each of which is again subdivided 
into the refractory and tho better behaved. This department is carefully tended by the 
matron and her assistant. 

Dirt ury. 

The dietary was ns follows : — 

Breakfast: Males, eight oz. Indian meal in stirabout, half pint now-uiilk. Females, 
seven oz. Indian meal in stirabout, half pint new-milk. 

Dinner: Males — fourteen oz. bread, and one pint new-milk. Females, twelve oz^ bread, 
and three-fourth pint new-milk; or, males, fourteen oz. bread, one pint gruel. Females, 
twelve oz. bread, three-fourth pint of gruel. 

Prisoners whose period of imprisonment docs not exceed one calendar month get gruel in 
place of milk for dinner. 



Contracts. Contracts* 

Bread per lb., no contract — bread baked by prisoners; oatmeal per cwt., no contract; 
Indian meal, per cwt., 7s. 7yd.', potatoes, per stone, not used ; meat, per lb., no contract; 
new-milk, per gallon, 4>kd.‘, buttermilk, per gallon, not used; salt, per stone, 2 s. 6d. 

There were some complaints of the dietary, which proceeded chiefly from the convicts 
(always an impatient body), but they did not appear to require further investigation as 
the chaplains are regular in their inspection, and as, in several instances, one-half of a , class 
declared their entire satisfaction with the food to which the other half had objected, > 

Books and Accounts, Books and Accounts. 

The system of keeping the books, and of checking them, appeared to be clear and complete. 

Officers’ Visits during tJie, past Year. 

Surgeon, - . • - - ' - 333 1 . Ptotestitflt' Chaplain, - - - 92 

Physician, 258 1 Roman Catholic do. - - - 185 
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Rev. H. H. Rose, Chaplain, 

Rev. Wm. Bourke, R. C. do. 

J times J . Wilkinson, Surgeon, 
David O’ Callaghan, Physician, 
Joseph Parker, Apothecary, 
Mr.IIy. Woodburn, Governor, 

Pk. Roelic, Clerk and Schoolmastei 
1st Turnkey, Patrick Brown, 

2nd do. John Quinlavan, 

3rd do. David FitzGerald. 



hing lias not yet issued, presented a somewhat untidy ap- 
Officers and Salaries. 


South District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 


£ 


s. 


d. 




£ 


s. 


d. 


County of Limerick 
Gaol. 


50 


0 


0 


4th Turnkey, Daniel Hallinan, 


35 


0 


0 


Officers and Salaries. 


50 


0 


0 


5tli do. Joseph Gabbett, 


35 


0 


0 


30 


0 


0 


6th do. William Leamey, 


35 


0 


0 




44 


0 


0 


7th do. John Hickey, 


35 


0 


0 




30 


0 


0 


8th do. Richard Jackson, 


35 


0 


0 




300 


0 


0 


9th do. Charles Mallard, 


35 


0 


0 




, 70 


0 


0 


10th do. Henry Roberts, 


35 


0 


0 




45 


0 


0 


Mrs. Mary Roche, Matron, 


40 


0 


0 




35 


0 


0 


Catherine J. Roche, Assistant, 


20 


0 


0 




35 


0 


0 


Ellen Devitt, Hospital Nurse, 


25 


0 


0 





Hosjlitals. Hospitals. 

There were thirty persons, twenty-eight males and two females, in hospital. There was 
nothing either in the extent or character of the diseases to require notice. This department 
is ably and economically conducted. Medicines are purchased at cost price, and are com- 
pounded in the gaol. The total amount of these, from October, 1847, to October, 1850, 
was £88 2 .v. 7 tl. The dietary for the sick is drawn up daily by Dr. Parker, and is entered 
in his hand-writing, so as to afford a complete check. There were three lunatics, — 
none violent. A reprehensible practice has lately crept in of committing harmless idiots as 
dangerous lunatics. 



Board of Superintendence. Board of Superin 

. lendence. 

The Board meets regularly. A return of the stores is taken. The accounts are examined 
and compared with the pass-books, and cheques, signed by three members, are issued to the 
contractors. 



Sir Richard Bourke, K.C.B. 

The. Veil. The Archdeacon of 
Limerick. 

Thomas O’Grady, Esq. 

The lion. John Massey. 



William II. Gabbett, Esq. 

The Earl of Dunraven [dead.] 
Michael Furnell, Esq. 

William Monsell, Esq., M. P. 



Henry Maunsell, Esq. 
John Croker, Esq. 
Lord Clarina. 

Major Vancleleur. 



General Observations. 



General Observations. 



I am unwilling to raise any question here as to the policy of not employing a Local In- 
spector, and of thus concentrating authority and responsibility in one individual, however 
meritorious and efficient. The Governor, Mr. Woodburn, is fully entitled to the highest 
praise for the cleanly condition of this establishment, and for its general discipline and 
economy, tie is evidently a painstaking and conscientious officer. I made particular in- 
quiries as to the sanitary returns of the temporary hospital, a wooden building, and I was sur- 
prised to learn from the humane andexperienced physician, Dr. O’Callaghan, in whiclibewas 
fully sustained by the testimony of Dr. Parker, that the healthfulness of this department has 
far exceeded their expectations. I trust, however, that steps will be taken for erecting a 
more permanent building, the more particularly as the want of a school-room, and of suffi- 
cient space for carrying on works, renders an extension of the gaol a matter of urgent 
necessity. The state of the bridewells in this county requires active supervision and atten- 
tion. I have specially noticed Kilfinnan, as l consider it to furnish a case for strict inquiry. 
I must be permitted to observe, that where a salary of only £10 is allowed, it is impossible to 
expect a responsible person to devote his exclusive time to his duties. I learned, with great 
regret, that at Rathkenle Bridewell (a very important charge), a person about seventy 
years of age, and without any previous training or experience to qualify him tor such a post, 
hod been nominated keeper. A very excellent practice has lately been adopted in some 
counties of giving these appointments to old and deserving turnkeys, with an adequate salary, 
the latter expense being more than compensated by the superior economy and discipline, 
and the more careful repair, besides offering a stimulus to those employed in the county gaol. 
The want of a provision for medical attendance at the bridewells here calls tor immediate 
attention, as the responsibility is too great to throw upon the discretion of the keeper. 



Bridewells. 1 

aiit,.— The building tolerably clean and orderly. The bedding in fair condition. No 
sewers nor pump, but water near at hand. The door of the male yard wholly out of repair, 
and so insecure £ to prevent its occupation. Five cells, three for males, two for females ; 
two day-rooms, one male and one female prisoner at the time of inspection. The dietary 
table hung up in the bridewell, but the keeper, who seems greatly wanting m intelligence, 
apparently did not understand it. id. per diem for both males and females, much higher 
than at Tavbort, only three miles distant, where the charge is Sj-i 1. for males, and 2|(f. for 
females. The Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Ashe, visits constantly. . 

' jai/innim— I found this bridewell in a most slovenly and careless state j the bedding 
very bad, and some windows broken in the cells. The drunkard’s cell* next £ one of the 
female ones, and entered through the female day-room. No pump— water bionght by a 
ae™ ° The men's privy is oBliged to be cleared through the house. There were four 
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South Dmnicr. male prion civ — no femulcM. The keeper absent; his salary i\ lint l' in, mid he keeps a 
- — farm. Tin; dietary according to regulation, except that a pint o! snur milk is given fur 
Reports on separate ( ]i n , lt . r (<> hotli males and females. Tlu* daily state hook uni liumbeml. Tlit? comniiUnU 
ri,ull , ‘ in great confusion. I found an order ftotn a iiiflgLfiatt* on a slip of paper (dated the 21th 
County (f limerick of September) directing tin* discharge of two prisoners ctmimitted for twelve days, for tres- 
Gaol . puss, on (he jitth, and yet their names were entered as if discharged on the ‘JNth (the day of 

my inspection being the ‘27(b), tints falsifying the return, and debiting the county with the 
whole period of their sentence, which, hy-thr-hye, could not legally he eanied out in the bride- 
well. Petty sessions fortnightly. I.oeal Inspector visit's sometimes; hut no entry for more 
than a year. 

I \ ruff ', — The bridewell fairly kept: only otic male prisoner. nt last quarter sessions ; 
271 in the hist quarter. The sewerage pood. No pump, hut water obtained from the river 
which was close by. Dietary according to last, regulation. Cost fiom !!•'!//. to *h /. per bend. 
The Local Inspector, or bis substitute, and tin' magistrates visit frequently. 

Xt iretm/li . The house orderly; the building in decent repair. Four males and one 
female prisoner; 2.T2 Inst quarter. The cess-pools good, hut tin- soil is cleared through the 
house. A pump dose by. Petty sessions held weekly, and pi boners transmitted to the 
county gaol. Dietary as prescribed in October, 184!), mid supplied by contract. The keeper 
could not tell me the average cost of last quarter, as it is not yet allocated by the Boat'll of 
Superintendence. Hi. salary is amt he seem- to be careful and anxious. Thu books 

very correct. The Local Inspector visits quarterly; the magistrates almost daily. No 
provision for medical aid. A letnale lunatic had just been retm veil : she laboured under 
severe dysentery, and the whole time of the keeper was taxed in attending upon her. 

lidt/tb'ii/e . — 'Phis is a wretched, old, and ruinous building, in which I found four male and 
seven female prisoners; sovm bedsteads with only live bi lls, and the bedding and blankets 
scanty and bail. There are no windows in two of the cells. The female day-room, a mere 
closet, is used as a sleeping room for males. No pump, the water-barrels broken ; water 
drawn from a distance of u quarter of a mile for the very large number of prisoners some- 
times confined here, 17- last quarter. The female privy ruinous and filthy. Petty sessions 
hold lorl nightly, anil prisoners regularly transmitted. Tlu* Local Inspector is frequent in 
his visits. I was unable to test the books us the bridewell keeper was absent. lie has 
been lately appoint! d. 

Cronin. — Very clean and orderly, but sadly defective in accommodation. One drunkard’* 
cell entered through the female day-room. The male day room is their only sleeping place, 
and contains but two bedsteads. As many as twenty-five have been sometimes confined here. 
There was but one male at my visit. No sewer. The eess.pool in wet. weather overflows 
into the only yard. No pump, and the river water, which is bud, is brought liom a distance 
of a quarter of a mile. Dietary is by last regulation, IIJ//. all touiul per head. .Local In- 
spector visits constantly. Petty sessions once a fortnight, but sometimes fail from mni-at- 
lendiince. No committals are sent with prisoners to thin bridewell, a most reprehensible 
practice. I found that one piisouer had been confined here for twenty-live days without any 
written authority. 

.1. ComtY Connku.an, luspec l or-Genn'al* 



City of Limerick Gaol. 
Fislicd October 6, 
1850. 



City on Limkiuck (Iaoi., Visit ten o'ru Ocrnniut, 18.70. 



I x-'otixn the morning state of this gsml as follows : — 



ClllKHOH. 


Mules. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Mules. Females. 


Muster debtors, 


3 


__ 


Committed summarily. 


ill) 2» 


Poor do. 


(l 


o 


Druulou'ds, 


1 1 


Felons convicted, 


40 


IS 


Kick in hospital, 


1 


Misdemeanants do. 


17 


H 




— — - . . .. 


Felons tmtric.il, 


ihi 


IK 




177 70 


Misdemeanants, do. 


H 


3 


Total, . 


. 253 


Vagrants, 


47 


— 







I lament to say that this return exhibits a number double that of the last inspection, on 
which occasion the total amounted to 125 ; petty larceny and pilfering, and sucli offences, 
having greatly increased. All the convicts had been removed shortly before my visit. There 
are sixty-nine single cells, nine solitary cells, and 25 rooms with beds. The sheds are well 
built and furnish considerable accommodation. The roofing is staunch, and the tiled floor* 
dry. The ventilation in various parts of the gaol is very imperfect, especially in that portion 
of it, which has been taken from the debtors’ quarter; some improvement might bo effected 
by boringventliolcs in thedoors, and by the substitution of plates of perforated zinc for theupp$r 
panes. Most of the windows in the passages uve unglazed, but from the remarkably healthy 
state of the prison, which is probably owing to the constant currents of fresh air, it would 
appear very doubtful if any change in this respect is advisable. The sewers are .imperfect, 
and, I am informed, incapable of being rendered more effective, but much might be done 
by applying the power of the treadmill to flushing them with water ; water of a very good 
quality for cooking, &c., is amply supplied by a company. Classification is confined to the 
tried, and untried, vagrants, and those committed for short periods — the latter being very 
numerous. The punishments are comparatively few, taking into consideration the refrac- 
tory character of prisoners supplied from a. large city, there having been no less than 
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LmLTf»| t , ted ™, further exami " ati ™. ft™ tils 1st of January to the 30th of Sep- 
r were summarily convicted. The commitments during the past year 
TnmheT ’ 4 '! 9 ?’ fem “. les - \ 9e ?■ Re-commitments: males, 136, females, 62. The greatest 
2o”da femal°e 7™ lmedurl ” s ‘ he : “ ales > 236 ' females, 96; averag? males, 

Employment and Schools. 

The miserably small size of the day-rooms, and the overcrowding render employment dif- 
u , profit of the works is proportlonably small. Some space for workshops 
might l e created by slinging hammocks in the sleeping apartments, whidh could be removed 
in the day-time. The males were employed, besides the treadwlieel and prison duties, in 
stone-breaking, oakum-picking, and shoemaking, one of the turnkeys having been bred 
to this trade. Tile want of a proper school is a crying evil, where so large a propor- 
tion or the prisoners consists of boys. ^ 1 



Female Department. 

The females are instructed by the matron, who appears attentive to her duties, and are 
employed in knitting, sewing, making up the prison clothing and bedding, and in washing 
There is, however, no provision for drying clothes, and in bad weather this deficiency must 
be severely felt. There are but two classes, the better and the worse behaved, so that thus 
the tried and untried are mixed together. The Local Inspector, however, purposes to form 
a third class, and to obviate this objectionable practice. 



Dietary. 

Indian meal, rice, bread, sweet milk, and oatmeal gruel, pursuant to order of Court of 
Queen’s Bench. Daily cost per head, 1 j-Jd. ; weekly, 1 .?. \\d. 

Contracts. — Bread, per lb., Id.; oatmeal, per cwt., 10s. ; Indian meal, per cwt., 7s. 4 d. ; 
new-milk, per gallon, Bd. ; salt, per stone, 5 d. 

Some complaints were made, but they seemed to me to be without foundation, as not 
more than one in every class complained', and the others did not join in the objection. The 
milk is occasionally not good, but notice is immediately taken of it by the Governor and 
the Local Inspector, and the attention of the chaplains, who visit regularly, directed to the 
subject 

Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are kept with the most creditable accuracy, and the forms de- 
vised by the excellent Local Inspector, Dr. Gibson, for presenting a summary of the weekly 
expenditure, are peculiarly simple and satisfactory. 



Officers' Visits. 

TjOC.i1 Inspector, . . .295 I Protestant Chaplain, . .147 

Surgeon, ifcc 190 ] Roman Catholic do. . . 153 

The turnkeys, from their not wearing unifora, have a slovenly appearance, and some 
among them, one in particular, are too old to be continued. No attention seems to have 
been paid to selecting handicraftsmen for this office. 



Officers and Salaries. 





£ 


s. 


d. 








£ 


a.’ 


d. 


Wm.Gibson, Esq., m.p., Local Insp 


150 


0 


0 


2nd 


Turnkey, Thomas Hayes, - 


80 


0 


0 


Rev. A. W. Edwards, Prot. Chaplain, 40 


0 


0 


3rd 


do. 


James Quin, 


24 


0 


0 


Rev. J. Bralmn, R. G. Chaplain, 


40 


0 


0 


4th 


do. 


Thomas Madigan, 


24 


0 


0 


It. It. Gels ton, m.«., Surgeon, 


40 


0 


0 


5th 


do. 


Patrick Russell, - 


24 


0 


0 


J. B. Boucliier, Apothecary, 




— 




6th 


do. 


Richard Hartigan, 


24 


0 


0 


John Moore, Governor, 


130 


0 


.0 


7th 


do. 


Martin Ryan, 


24 


0 


0 


Margaret Fitzgerald, Matron, - 


35 


0 


0 


8th 


do. 


Anne Gaynor, 


24 


0 


0 


John Hurley, Clerk, - 


25 


0 


0 


Catherine Wheeler, Hospital Nurse 


16 


18 


0 


1st Turnkey, John Worrall, 


52 


0 


0 















Hospital. 

The hospital consists of but two rooms, o.n the same floor, for both sexes, and is very con- 
fined. I found it thoroughly clean, and with but one inmate. The cost of medicines, 
which are supplied by an apothecary, appeals very high, amounting to the annual sum of 
.L30, exclusive of .£16 for compounding, and I beg to call the attention of the Board to 
these charges, or to the Prisons Act, section 74. There were no lunatics. 



Tlio Mayor, 

Henry Watson, Esq., j.p. 
Francis Spaiglit, Esq., j.p. 
J. W. Mahony, Esq-, J. p. 



Board of Superintendence. 

P. G. Barron, Esq., s.m. 
Richard Russell, Esq., j.p. 
Robert Rogers, Esq. 

William Gabbett, Esq. 



William Howley, Esq. j.p. 
Patrick A. Shannon, Esq., j.p. 
David Fitzgerald, Esq. 
Michael Quin, Esq. 



Sooth District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

City of Limerick Gaol. 

Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers’ Visits. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Hospital. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence, 
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South District. The Hoard meets monthly, mid oft oner if summoned liy tho Local Inspector. They 
— ordc^ all articles required for the prison. The money presented at ouch susiy.es for < heir 

RciwrtsjmMimreto nsCj j s transferred by cheques to the Load Inspector. 

City (if Lini’rick Gnu!. (ttMrril/ < thsi'i rti/io/ix. 

General Olibermiioiis. . . , . , . 

In spile ot flic defective construction, the had ventilation, and the pressure o! inmates m 
this old building, I found it scrupulously dean and well-ordered in all its departments, and 
singularly free from disease, and the other evil , usually produced by such clisaiU milages. 
These results are owing to the unrein it I i nr*' care of the ollieers in charge, and must he u 
source of great pride to the indefatigable Local Inspector, I)r. Gibson, who has suc- 
cessfully devoted the greater part of hi - time for a period of thirty years to this arduous duty. 
The Governor, Mr. Moore, appears tube active and •zealous I should suggest, however, that 
the lock-up discipline at night might he carried out more immediately uuderhisowneye, and 
that less responsibility should be (brown upon the turnkeys. I heg specially to call the atten- 
tion of the Board of Superintendence to the defects which have been touched upon under 
some of the foregoing heads. There is a. space between the Grand Jury room and the river 
which appears capable of being turned to account at a moderate outlay. A school-room, 
workshops, a dryiugdoft, and, above all, nu hospital, might lie obtained lit no great cost. 
With regard to the latter, Mr. I’ain, the able architect, has already furnished a plan and 
estimate for raising the present building one story, which would give two floors, one for 
each sex, and provide water-closets ami other accommodation. Tin* small ness of the pro- 
posed sum, will, I tmst, prevent any dillieulty being raised to the presentment which 
I have requested Dr. Gibson to lay before the Road Sessions. 

J. C'ouuv l ' on M' 1. 1. AN, J ttspre/or- (I'cnrrul. 



Queen's Counti/ firm/. Qukv.n’.S t'oCNTY (i.\ol., AT M.VttYHoitotUH. — VlstTUl) THU 12TH AND 1.8TU NoVKMHF.H, 18.10. 
, Visited November 12 
and 13, 1850. 

Stole and Accommo- ' S7 '"'‘ ‘ 1 



Thk prisoners confined here were as follows: — 



Muster debtors, 


Mules. Females, 
•t 


Roldier« tried, 


Males. 

is 


Females. 


I’oor do. 


8 1 


Deserters, . 


1 


- 


Felon* convicted, . 


. C7 .’Hi 


( 'iiiiimiM ed Numiimril v, 




.82 


Misdemcnnnnts do. 


. it a 


I, amides, 


•2 




FuIoiir untried, 
MisdemeiUiuntH do. 
Vagrants, 


. H .1 

•I a 

. l 


Total, 


1 4-1 

. 297 


8.8 



This return exhibit ; a deerense of r.a, the total id, the lust inspection having reached 
{191). Tho cbimteler of crime is also dimini .lied, the ntYenees being childly trespass and 
" larceny of food, Ac. The number of female prisoners is unusually great, and 1 regretted 

to find that it large proportion eoii.mled of a very nlmmloiied eliisu. Tliere were ten 
convicts, nine, males uml one female ; the eommilmeuts during tlm past your were, mules, 
99-1, females filtl ; rc-eonitnitmeiits, mule-., Hit, fannies, it l ; mid the greatest number in 
gaol at one time during the past year, nnih i, gnu, females 11*1; average, mules, Jill), ditto 
females, 88 ; the punishments amounted to I\Mt, rliicily for trilling nets of insubordination. 
The classification for nudes is into convicts, together witli llama sentenced to hard 
labour anil to longer levins of imprisonment, the residue of t.lie tried, and the untried. The 
females tried and untried are interiniugled, tlnue who are nursing being formed into one 
class. The reason assigned for this intermixture is. that the latter class is ne- 
cessarily less cleanly and orderly; but there are grave objections to the. non-sepa- 
ration of tin*, tried uml untried, and further Mtlitltrhiimi grounded ou the previous 
character of the females would lie very desirable, so as to prevent communication between 
those who have committed lesser otl'ences, and those who are utterly profligate and 
irreclaimable. Here the want of adequate space is severely felt., mill to maintain sonic of 
* the classes there is nil undue pressure of numbers. Tint prisoners take their meals in 
their cells; the accommodation consists of seventy -six single eells, eight solitary cells, and 
twenty rooms with hods ; two detached buildings containing solitary cells have hitherto, 
been considered unfit for use during the winter lmlf-yenr, but they are about to be supplied 
with stoves, so as to bo rendered available. As there is no drying loft, tho clothes are 
delivered damp to the male prisoners who in wet weather are without any adequate 
facilities for drying them, and the use of poles or lines in fair weather is highly objec- 
tionable as furnishing means of attack or escape. This is a crying evil, and I beg to 
press upon tiro Board of Superintendence the necessity of correcting it. 

Employment, and Employ me)) l and fir hoots. 

Schools. 1,1 

Employment here can scarcely bo Raid to exist. There were two looms at work solely 
because there happened to bo two trained weavers among the prisoners ; but there is no 
turnkey capable of giving instruction in tins branch, nor any handicraftsman except ono 
shoemaker. The treadwlieel is applied to raising a plentiful supply of water, hut is not 
. connected ivith tho sewers. There is a grinding mill which is idle, as it is alleged that 
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meal can be purchased at lower rates from contractors ; but I have found that in many 
gaols such is. not the case; at Nenagh, for instance, a considerable saving is effected, 
besides obtaining the means of labour, and producing a very superior article of food. No 
clothing nor bedding is made within the walls. Instruction for two hours at least is given 
daily by the turnkeys, and some attention appears to be paid to this branch of discipline. 

Female Department. 

Ihis department was clean and free from disorder. I have noticed above the unusual 
numbers and the mode of classification. Here too there is little if any general employ- 
ment , sewing and washing constitute the only modes of labour. The matron gives daily 
instruction, and I was glad to find a huge proportion enjoying this advantage. 

Dietary. 

Breakfast : Males — eight ounces Indian meal in stirabout, and one pint of buttermilk. 
Dinner : fourteen ounces bread and one pint of new-milk. 

Breakfast: Females — seven ounces Indian meal in stirabout, and one pint of buttermilk. 
Dinner : twelve ounces of bread, and three quarters of a pint of new-milk. 

Contractu. Bread, per 4 lb., 3 \d. ; oatmeal, per cwt., 9s. 9 cl. ; Indian meal, per cwt., 
7s. 9 d. ; meat, per lb., 3d. ; new-milk, per gallon, id. ; buttermilk, per gallon, ljrf. ; salt, 
per stone, 3d. 

The substitute of gruel for milk in the diet of those imprisoned for short terms has been 
found to work well ; the saving is considerable, and at this season many prefer it on 
account of the warmth. One prisoner, a convict (who had escaped and been retaken), 
complained of the milk ; I tasted the bread, milk, and stirabout, and found all quite 
unexceptionable. Any case requiring amendment is immediately brought under the notice 
of the chaplains, who are regular in their inspection. 



Books and Accounts. 

I went carefully through the books with the Deputy- Governor, who acts as accountant, 
and found them dear and satisfactory. 







Officers’ 


Visits. 








Local Inspector, 




113 




Protestant Chaplain, 




153 




Surgeon, &c., 




130 




Roman Catholic do. .. 




111 






Officers 


and Salaries. 










£ 


s. 


d. 




£ 


s. 


d- 


ltev. Thos. Harpnr, Local Inspector, 


40 


0 


0 


Henry Dawson, 2nd Turnkey, 


. 27 


0 


0 


Itev. Wm. Goodwin, Protestant Chap 


40 


0 


0 


Abraham Case, 3rd do. 


. 27 


0 


0 


Rev. N. O’Connor, II C. ditto. 


40 


0 


0 


Thomas Cobbe, 4th. do. 


. 25 


0 


0 


Thomas Pilsworth, Apothecary, 


30 


0 


0 


William Byrne, oth do. 


. 25 


0 


O 


Archibold Wilson, Governor, 


200 


0 


0 


Robert Bryan, 6th do. 


. 25 


0 


0 


William Lewis, Clerk, &c. 


50 


0 


0 


William Maguire, 7th do. 


. 25 


0 


0 


M. A. Hovendon, 1st Matron, 


21 


0 


0 


William Sythes, 8th do. 


. 23 


0 


0 


Alicia Walsh, 2nd Matron, 


17 


10 


0 


James Cooper, 1st Watchman, 


. 23 


0 


0 


Thomas Pratt, Gate-porter, . 


30 


0 


0 


Samuel Abbot, 2nd do. 


. 23 


0 


0 


William Whitfield, 1st Turnkey, . 


27 


0 


0 


Ann Dawson, Nursetender, . 


. 16 


0 


0 



The turnkeys have been supplied with a neat uniform since the last inspection ; none of 
them are on gaol allowance. 

Hospitals. 

The hospitals were in a most creditable state of cleanliness and comfort, and this im- 
portant department is admirably treated ; there were eight male and five female patients ; 
but no case requiring special notice. The subjoined return will show that economy has 
not been neglected : 

Number of Intern and Extern Patients in Maryborough Gaol, prescribed for, and cost of Medicine, 
fyc., fyc.,for three years, ending November 12, 1850. 





Number of 
Prisoners 
admitted into 
Hospital. 


Number of 
Days in 
Hospital. 


Number 
Prescribed for 
out of 
Hospital. 


Cost of 
Medicine. 


Number of 
Attendances 
of the 
Physician. 


£ 


s. 


a. 


3 Years. 


653 


7163 


1924 


43 


19 


ii 


693 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board meets monthly, when all the bhls are passed before them, and cheques for 
the total sum required given to the Governor. 



Sooth District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

Queen's County Gaol. 
Female Department. 

Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 
Officers’ Visits. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Hospitals. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





Sooth District. 

Eeports on separate 
Prisons. 

Queen’s County Gaol. 
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George Adair, Ksq. 

Chidlcy (loot,*, Ksq. 

Edward Wilnmt Chi'twodi', Esq. 
\V. Wellesley I taqmrd, Khij. 

M. S. I 'assail, Ewj. 

Itev. J. T. Mon ro, 



William Ilnuiiltmi, Ksq. 

Lewis Moons Ksq. 

Hiclmni S. lliiwkcswoith, Ksq. 

Colon,-! Dullin', M.P. 

Kii-lmnl \V, l-'it/.jiafiirk, Ksq.(>U-cru.i-il.) 
Henry Whitts Ksq. 



( ti nernl ( timer t'lt/io fix. 

I foujnl this jiris-m rli'imly timl in ;*»-ni*r*il t «i«»s»«l repair. Imf. it i : my painful stuly lo 
Komi'wluit fully info mutter; nlTeetinq its iiitciiuil iiuunpi-meiii nml <ii .eipiiue. It nppeur.H 
tlmt on tin- nijjlit iil tlm Hh <>f Aiu'u I In *1, twelve rnmirts e> eiipeil, u majority of uluim 
lmve fovtiuiati'ly In • 11 » itu'i* retaken iiutl 1ml", -,1 in utln r j'ouls, silllnun'li -..nine ntill cnutiiuto 
at litres An inquiry was mTorilinply (liiveleil l»y tin- < iovenmeiit, in piir.umiiee ,,1'uliii'h 
onlor, my roHuiuutf pr,»eeeile,l 1,, Miiryluirnuqh an, I ln-1,1 im ilive. li,';iti,iii mi tin- lit li of 
September, in the jin-wiiee oftlie I5»mv«l ,,f Superintemleure. As the evidence lulilurisl 
before him was «'i\vu ,m , ssitli (with tin* , y.r> -j»( i< >n ,,f that of two etimiiT-h ami tuki'ii tlmvn 
by a lvporti'i* v.-lm sn'i'omjinninl him. 1 subjoin a ropy in oVil"V to exhibit at leiiplli tin? 
causes to whieh tin* ,Ii‘j'lor:;bli* stain ,,f nt'ulr s <1, tail, , I hrlmv is to bn nttributnil. 



EVIDENCE. 



i <ih S, 1 ‘<50. 

Present: E. IP. (\ hetmnlr , Ext/., Chairman , Err. ./. T. ifTnnrr, Lnris Motor, Matthew S 
Cussnn , liirlntrtl S. llairht x worth, William Hamilton, William W. Dexjiard , anti Henry 
While , lit ttjrs. 

Archidau) Wins on, Tin: (tiiVKiimm, having been (.worn, deposed, tlmt on tin; night of tint Hth 
August ho hut! fill male ntiivh-ts in eustmly : as was his hahit, he l ouiiti'tl them oil' in tin* yard to tho 
turnkey in charts William Pratt, mid hr mart-lied theiu into their elasa or ward, for lurking up, hut 
one of the prisoners in going in, slipped into the day-room, while the others went up stints followed 
by Pratt. Pratt should have locked all doors previous to count ing the prisoners in the yard, ho that 
no place of hiding would remain; il this order had been ohseived, no prisoner could have got out I 
wont frequently myHelf ami pointed mil hmv this duty was to he performed. When Pratt had returned, 
the prisoner left the dny-room by forcing the lock off (it lm,l keen previously loosened for the purpose) 
lie then went up stain, and with a false key made out of tins mid wue, riveted together, opened live 
cells containing 31) prisoners, including himself 31 ; they got. down, and one gelling through an open- 
ing on roof of clothes store, by removing n bar previously loosened, opened the door mid all got up; 
here thny changed their clothes, and pulling dmvu the clothe, racks, constructed a ladder, nml made 
ropes of their bedding j they then got into the outer yard, one by one, mid having placed t he ladder 
against the outer wall, fourteen had gained the top when it idiot was tired by my miii, and the ulurnt 
hell rung; three were retaken that night severely wounded, from jumping from the wall, and one 
since : the order far locking all diiors/irst, wax given three yea ex ago — I don' l recollect going myself 
(within a week) to ere if that very necessary part of the standing order of the gaol was actually carried 
oi<4 1 did not think it neveswru after having given tlm order— tin* coiiiw is, for the wirdniiinn (or 
liberty, prisoner) to follow und lock up tlm prisoners, who is afterward., locked up by tlm turnkey — 
tins officer, then, through a spy liolo in thu door, couiiIh that ho Huh the proper number of primmer* 
m eacli cell— goes with tho number to the clerk, and signs hi* name; after thin, two other turnkey* 
go round and examine all locks, bolt*, Ac., check the number of prisoner* in each class, mid compare, 
their numbers ulso with the clerk-one acting as a check on thu other. No ollicor goes out of tho 
prison till this is done— the prisoners uru locked at (i p.m. in summer, and at dusk in winter — tho 
outer doors arc also to bo locked— thorn have been report* of leaving them open, ami thu parties dis- 
missed. the chock turnkey goes round immediately altar the first— no officer goes round suhsenuently— 
the watchman walks round outside and rejiorls any noise— I don't go round after lock up— the Deputy 
i rovemor neUhn-— we provide for the night by the watchman. The turnkeys are not aware that I ex- 
amine the locks, but they may bo aware that I go round some of thu classes ; (a lock out of repair 
avmg been produced) I never know tlmt that was so before — I suspect it wiih damaged wilfully to 
inAe day-room ° SUpP ° 3 ° ^ tLo P ri8oners got out by its moilicucy, instead of by the prisoner hiding 

before A t™ascIJie The l ° r “ ltey 1>r ’ ,t “" d tl,at damaged lock w«> on tho coll (No. 2) for Homo time 
Governor I oxomiMd the locks at inaeBnito porioile-dij not that night. ABcr 12 o'clock I 
I™! „ my 1 h “ g"» ".“l w got out— did not hoar tho alum loll ring— thorn ia no 
mv n ]L~F errl0r . tdle officer to me ib called clerk and Brat neeiatant. He acta aa Governor in 
rlmnim .-L *,’• i Ir ^ ^ ow1 } re pttii's the bad locks — I send them by an officer — they sometimes 
am unwmvll” f together— I do not go through every cell every day, but t do occasionally. I 

. , y " m S" 01 - 1 it in August, 18.lS Tho tutnkey Pratt 

bnvo n wnion ° a . P r ' 80ner m his servant, there ia an order of the Board that each turnkey may 
r^nZnncl T * ‘n hl ^ to do meil!al work 5 tbi « is practice since 1 842. / placed a re- 
Tot^ZdfnUvfS 0 ^ and re ^ uested t} } at Me Privilege should be discontinued , but the Board did 
clothirvfr nt-ni-'a on i s ®5 vant T as a convict, he escaped, but was retaken; he had access to the 
been lonsmwl tn : i ft, 0 rack ®> °^, which the escape-ladder was formed ; and where the bar had 
^ escape ; P ??T US t0 ni e ht > Idid n <* ^ow that Pratt's servant was a 
vict class 1 produced) they were in Pratt's charge for cutting prisoners' hair; tho con- 

elsewhere and store, placed there because there was more accommodation than 

59 convicts 77 .™ 6 ^ WaS c ° n81 ^ ere ^ safest ; there is no other ward in the gaol capable of holding 
FelZH ue JS,. rLlUotany vnovo. Ii 



trustworthy turritoy in the gaol, I am of (hat opinion sino* 
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1834, frequently represented it to the Board, never made report of the incompetency of the present Sooth District. 

men ; my objection, is only to the class of men appointed, good men cannot be got for the salaries 

paid here ; I have recommended that sergeants from the army and pensioners should he appointed — Reports on separate 
they have something to lose, and understand discipline, they would be the best, but under present cir- ^ nson s. 

cumstances I submit to the Board. By saying they are not trustworthy, 1 do not mean personally, hut Queen's' County Gaol, 
as a class, that they are physically incapable of performing the duties required of them. I believe this 
prison to be worse officered than any other prison in Ireland. Keys that were never made for ike locks 
can now open many of the locks in the prison. 

"William Lewis, Clerk and First Assistant, sworn,— I look on myself as deputy-governor, 
and took charge of the prison in the Governor’s absence ; my duty is to keep the accounts, and to per- 
form the duties of clerk in the prison — this is as much as I can do, and anything else would be extra 
labour and too much : used to give Pratt gaol clothes to mark, can’t say if Pratt had a convict as ser- 
vant, all have servants I believe ; never went to see the clothes marked. Saw prisoners in the clothes 
(or factory) yard, about 3 — they were settling the clothes on the racks — I got in through the class — 
the door was open, and there was nothing to prevent more of the prisoners going in and out of that 
yard. I heard that Pratt’s liberty man used to cook Pratt’s dinner in that yard (or store). Pratt had 
the key of the store — he did not violate any rule by allowing a prisoner into it. — I never go round at 
night, don’t recollect hearing watchman calling out “all’s well” on the night of the escape. The kitchen 
man has' charge of the tins, can’t say if any were missed — prisoners are permitted to bring water in 
tins to their cells at night — old tins when cast are put into the straw store. 

Turnkey Dawson examined — I have acted as check-lock, going round after the turnkey of the 
class. I have to count the prisoners. I go to the door and they callout 1, 2, 3, 4, and so on, as many 
as may be in the cell, and I mark down the number ; if one prisoner feigned the voice of 6, 1 would 
put down 6. It was not my habit to count them, my orders were not to open a cell door — I could not 
reckon the prisoners and see them ( the form of many of the cells prevents it). 

Governor — I have often gone round with Dawson, and he did his duty very regularly. 

Dawson — I have been here 7 years — 3 years as the check-lock. I don’t recollect the Govemorever 
going round with me. I was in the hospital on the night of the 8th, did not hear the alarm bell, but 
was roused up, and went down. 

Gate-porter Pratt (brother to turnkey Pratt) examined — When I was check-lock I never 
opened a cell door. 1 counted the prisoners by their calling out their number — in my time never 
knew more than 5 in a cell — if there were only 4 in a cell and 5 called out, I would put down 5. It is 
5 years since I did this duty; 1 would look through the holes sometimes, but I considered my duty 
done when the numbers were called out. This is the Gate-porter's book, and contains the names of 
the officers going out and coming in, with the hours, &c. My brother used to diet in the store — his 
victuals were cooked there, but I never saw them — I did not hear the alarm bell — I keep the arms, 
and give them out to the officers when required. The order is, that only one-half of the officers are to 
be out of the prison at a time — it is the Governor's order, but is not obeyed, — as, many go out 
additional , with his leave : — if a man said be had leave, when he had not, there is an understanding 
between the Governor and I, that he should be brought before the Board — I never knew one instance 
of falsehood, I have tested it by inquiring of the Governor. This book is brought to the Governor 



every night. 

The following is the statement of one of the convicts, named Fitzgerald — On the evening of the 
escape, after the count off, I slipped into the day-room, it was open, it used to be locked an odd night, 
but was left open three or four nights before the escape. We had the nuts off the lock, but as the lock 
did not fall off, I put my shoulder to the door, this was just at 10 o’clock, we began immediately after 
Seven. I was in a single cell; when I left the day-room, I went up and opened the cell doors; there 
wefe three keys made out of two stirabout tins — we were a couple of months making them, in the 
tells ; I went up token I liked— others would watch the turnkey for me— J have been up an hour or 
two at a time hammering at the keys. The turnkey would bring the prisoners down, but I would hide 
in my cell to work, and he never missed me ; others could have done the same ; the corridor used to be 
locked by Pratt’s servant, who was hallsman. Pratt used to give him the keys to lock up at meal 
times, and he gave them to us to take the pattern off on the tins. Any one could have got into the 
factory-yard from the day-yard as the door was always open. It was I who rose the bar off the roof 
of the clothes store ; the reason why we were beat, was, the men in the single cells began to knock 
to get out, and then some of us below, fearing lest the noise should be heard, went off with the ladder, 
when immediately the bell rang. In a conversation with Pratt after, he desired me to say that the 
men got out of their cells and that no one hid in the day-room; he said there was a cast lock on one 
cell, but I never knew it. The men in my cell played of a false number on the check-turnkey three or 
four nights to see if it would pass. I had been in a single cell, but I changed a few nights before the 

escape f we could change when we liked— the nuts were taken off the day-room lock a week before, 
and replaced with leather ones, off an old shoe. Convict Redmond was Pratts servant. 

Convict Redmond (Pratt’s servant) stated as follows— I never had the turnkeys (Pratts) keys 
except at meal hours, when I used to lock up the prisoners, sometimes Pratt would go with me. I 
gave an impression of the key to the other prisoners. I used to go into the factory-yard ; I cooked 
Pratt’s food where the clothes were kept-other prisoners went in there sometimes_I gave the key 
to prisoner Fitzgerald two or three times; I was at the escape, and jumped off the wall, two others 
leaped with me, I was retaken. - 

Turnkey Case stated that the tins were in his charge ; sometimes they were two or three defi- 
ciant, but thought they might hate been kept for drinldog out of by the prisoners. The Governor 
nave directions to sopjly drinking Vessels, and when I was short I replaced the missing ones by new 
from the store. mrl.d tb, mimrg i~-out of 400 ™t tms I have now 366, and of 

325 pints I have 296. ■ A few, fowever, of the missing ones, er. with the condemned stores. 

James Galwey, Inspector-General of Prisons. 



"Upon the above evidence my colleague grounded his 
table conclusion, that Mr. Wilson, whatever his former 

4 



report, and arrived at the inevi- 
merits may have been, no longer 

o 
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South District. possessed (he energy and activity which are iudmpctr.iiihle tu (he due numimMVHtion nf an 

establishment of sueh magnitude. That gentleman jieeorilin**l.v m.'de im application for 

I ^ r rrl°su»« :i,an,t# 11 Hupfiummulion allowance, which whs pre.ioiited ill the r«»»ul-ses>iniih next ensuing. * I'li is 

’ High -Slier iff, who, throughout, appears to have been iietnnicii hy a deep i.eiise nf the 

Queen's county GW. important functions intrusted to his liiituD, hits thrown open to the public the rninjirtitinii 
for tin; vaennt ofliee, mnl has advertised for candidates. 

I have thus dwelt, upon the pa if. solely with a view to the future, and it become!, my 
duty to earnestly impress upon all those concerned in the appointment of the oHieets, or 
in carrying out the regulations of this gaol, the necessity ofcnreful si-leetiou of the former, 
and of watchful supervision with regard to tin* latter. I trust, therefore, (hat the mxt 
governor who Khali he nominated, will at once adopt a stringent system of lock-tip 
discipline untin' /tin own i i/r, and not throw the detail with culpable negligence, 
wholly upon his .subordinates. It in almost needless to urge the immediate necei,.*ity of 
supplying new locks, for no reliance can he placed on the security of those ui present in 
use, which appear to have been fmpieutly placed in the hands of persons, who, if not 
untrustworthy, are at least, irresponsible. The Focal Inspector, the Rev. Mr. llarpur, 
called niy attention to cerium facilities of communication existing between the doctor's 
ward and the range of felons' cells placed above if. This is u subject, well deeming of 
notice, as plots of escape or other violations of the prison laws cun In- more easily con- 
cocted and disseminated in this than in any other quarter. I beg to specially bring under 
the consideration of the Hoard of Superintendence, the tuiueee.NMirv and indeed extra- 
vagant amount and cost of the dietary of the bridewells, ami to the "points which I hnvo 
touched upon under the headings of the respective, localities. The average of thu 
dietary of the Bridewells in the South Riding of Tipperary is about per head; and it 
would not appear that any great dill'erehee in the price of food exists there, nor that there 
arc* any peculiar facilities of obtaining it. 

In conclusion I have only to express the confident hope, that on the next visit of the 
Inspector- (ieneral, he will have the pleasure of recording an improved state of discipline 
and management, befitting the gaol of this important county. 

Bridewells. Jiritlt'ICfllt . 

Borrtn-in-Osson /. — No prisoners here. There arc three male cells, nml a day-room with 
bedaforfemaloH. This accommodation ishurely adequate for the numbers sometimes routined 
here. Number at the last quarter-sessions, II, in the last quarter, (11 ; hut one yard for both 
sexes; the door insecure; the pump effective ; no sewers, hut a drain might easily ho 
made to let the soil out through the wall. The kitchen chimney smokes; the bedding 
uur aud the lumso tolerably dean; but the stair-case and the keeper’s room dirty. The 
dietary is on the old footing, 1 lb. of bread, aud one pint, of new-millt for both sexes at each 
Uieal, tyd. per liottd. I’etty sessions held once a fortnight, mid seldom fail. Tho Local 
Inspector, tho Rev. Mr. Gordon, visits regularly, 

SlrudbuUy . — No prisoners; one yard for both sexes ; the walls insecure. Number in 
last quarter, 81. Tho ventilation had, as the windows cannot ho sufficiently opened ; tho 
bedding fair. The pump dry, hut reported to tho county surveyor. Petty sessions onco 
a fortnight, The old dietary has hitherto been observed, Sr/, all round. There were no 
pass books, as the keeper provides what is required daily. Committals regular, and no 
long detentions. The Local Inspector, the Rev. Air. I Iarpur, visits constantly. 

AbbeyU'u.'—'^.a male aud only four female prisoners ; H(j to (JO at the last quarter 
sessions ; |)U in tho last quarter, but Mflii in tlm previous one. The bedding fair, and tho 
building clean, but the floors dump. Ono small yard for both sexes, with very low aud 
insecure walls. The pump dry, but duly reported. Tho male day-room requires light 
ana ventilation ; it has only ono very Hinall window, giving on the corridor, and no direct 
supply of fresh air. Dietary on the old scale, 8 d. per head. Petty sessions hold fort- 
nigntly, and prisoners regularly transmitted. The Local Inspector, tho Hon. and Rev. 
Mr. Wingfield, or his curate, visits. 

J. Coiuiy Connellan, Innpcctor-QeneraL 



^ 0T ™ TT of Tuterart (North Riding) Gaol, at Nenagii. — Visited 8th Octobbb, 1850. 

M Nenag/i. ’ 

r * Aed October 8, S/aie and Accommodation. 

185°. 

dafo n M| l Accommo- Subjoined is the return of the morning state of this gaol - 



Classes. 

Master debtors, - 
Poor do. 

Felons convicted, 
Misdemeanants do. 
Felons untried, 
Misdemeanants do. 
Vagrants, 



Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 


Hales. 


Females. 


4 


__ 


Drunkards, 

Committed summarily, 


2 


— 


5 


_ 


- 30 


21 


98 


38 


Lunatics, 


3 


1 


23 


_ 





i 


32 

19 


37 

5 


Total, 325. 


223 


102 


7 


— 


| Of whom are sick in hospital, 10 


12 
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This summary exhibits a decrease of 99 since the last annual inspection. The number 
ot commitments during the past year were, males, 1963, females, 1133. Re-commitments, 
males, once, 48; twice, 25; three times, 17; four times and upwards, 28. Females, once, 
43; twice, 29; three times, 23; four times and upwards, 19. Greatest number in gaol at 
one time during the past year, males, 400, females, 266. Average males, 340 ; ?|§, ditto, 
females,' 131 f, The convicts at the above period were, 43 males and 3 females. There is no 
change in the extent of accommodation actually in use; but the store noticed in the last 
Report has been completed, and will shortly be ready for the reception of stock, and thus 
relieve the cells still applied to that purpose. The drying kitchen, mill, and bakery are in 
full operation, and besides furnishing active employment, and excellent articles of food, have 
effected a' most important saving. The returns show that upon grinding corn and upon 
baking within the walls, the amount saved as compared with contract prices outside, reach 
the respective sums of £71 12s. l£<f., and of £106 19s. The classification is into 
convicts (transports), tried and untried (the two latter sub-divided according to moral 
character), and those summarily convicted ; there is no separate class. The punishments 
during the current year, were 138, chiefly among the convicts 

'Employment and Schools. 

The males were employed in tailoring, weaving, carpenters’, sawyers’, and smith’s work, 
painting, glazing, shoemaking, net-making, brush-making, stone-breaking, grinding, baking, 
and cooking, besides prison duties. The tread-wheel is only applied to raising water, but 
might be rendered further available. All the bedding and clothing is manufactured in the 
gaol under the superintendence of the turnkeys, six of whom are trained tradesmen. An 
annual bonus of £5 has been lately given by the Board to those engaged in instruction, 
which embraces schooling as well as handicraft labour. This is a better substitute than an 
increase of salary to stimulate exertion. A registry of progress is kept by each turnkey, by 
which the educational advance of the several classes is measured. The Roman Catholic 
Chaplain, the Rev. D. Vaughan, exhibits a most laudable anxiety for carrying out this 
important element of reformation. The books of the National Board of Education have 
lately been ordered for the use of the gaol. There is so much activity and such systematic 
supervision in this department, that I was surprised to find from the abstract of profit on 
the different trades carried on here from the 1st January, to the 30th of September, 1850, 
that the total amounted to only £118 15s. 7d. } as I had expected a larger result. 

Female Department. 

The females were engaged in washing, mangling, knitting, sewing, spinning, besides 
prison duties; washing for the public is carried on in a separate laundry, and appeared to 
be conducted with great care and cleanliness, and at prices barely remunerative. The classi- 
fication is the same as that of the males except as to convicts. Educational and religious 
instruction (the latter on Sundays), is given for two hours daily. The matron, who is very 
intelligent and zealous, informed me that the ignorance of some of the females, particularly 
as to religion, was appalling. There were no complaints, and great regularity prevails 
here. 

Dietary. 

Breakfast : for male — six ounces Indian meal, two ounces of rice, with half a pint of 
new-milk. For females — five ounces of Indian meal and two ounces of rice, with half a 
pint of new-milk. Every second morning the breakfast is made of oatmeal. 

Dinner : Males receive fourteen ounces of bread, with one pint of skim-milk. Females 
receive twelve ounces of bread and three naggins of skim-milk. 

Weekly cost of each prisoner for diet Is. The provisions very good. 

Bread, per lb., white, ditto wholemeal, \d . ; oatmeal, per cwt. 9s. 8 d. ; Indian meal, 

per cwt., 7s. 4jrf.; meat, per lb., 3d . ; new-milk, per gallon, 5d.\ skim-milk, per gallon, 
id . ; salt, per stone, 2d. 

Boohs and Accounts. 



The system of keeping and checking the books and accounts is very clear and intelligible : 
the Governor exhibited the working out of the details in the most satisfactory manner. 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, &c., 



279 

279 



Protestant Chaplain, 
Roman Catholic do.. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Thomas T. Abbott, Local Inspector, 50 0 
James H. Poe, Protestant Chaplain, 50 0 
Rev. D. Vaughan, R.C. do. . 50 0 

George Frith, Surgeon, . . 50 0 

Francis Cahalen, Apothecary, . 25 0 

Thomas Rock, Governor, . . 250 0 

Nathl. Betty, Deputy Governor, . 100 0 

James Going, Head Turnkey, . 30 0 

Henry Whittaker, Gate-keeper . 30 0 

William Roberts, Turnkey, . 25 0 

James Carry, » • 0 

Charles Smith, „ ■ 0 

Henry Alcock. „ . 25 0 



Thomas Pyke, Turnkey, 

Robert Parker, 

Philip Heney, 

John Cooke, 

George Robinson, 

Michael Donovan, 

Edward Dean, 

Mrs. E. Betty, Mati 
Mrs. E. Middleton, 

Mrs. M. Purtill, do. 

Mrs. M. Galbraith, Nnrse-tender, 
Mrs. E. Abbey, do. 
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339 



25 0 
25 O 
25 0 



Female Assistant 15 
15 
15 
15 



O 2 



Sonin District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Tipperary 
( North Hiding) Gaol. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers’ Visits. 



Officers and Salaries. 
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Beports on separate nea t uniform, are an active and well appointed body ol men. 



County of Tipperary 

( North Hiding) Gaol. 
Hospital. 



Hospital. 

A roomy nml admirably ventilated hospital has lately been constructed, birt ™jnot yet 



au ite fit for occupation ; nor, I am happy to slate, was there any occasion tor it, os the existing 
accommodation was fully adequate to the number of patients, amounting totwen y-two; 
Sere were no cases reqtiinng notice. The sick dietary is ordered by the medical attendant 
in his own hand-writing — a complete check. The medicines arc purchased from a druggist, 
and compounded in the gaol I the total cost from 1st December, 18*8, up to Inst September, 
a period of three years and nine months, was 111!) 15*. 1IW. Ihcro weie three male 
lunatics. 

Board of Superintendence. 

The Board meets monthly for the examination of accounts, and the discharge of bills. 



1. John Bay ley, Esq. 

2. Caleb Going, Esq. 

3. John Going, Esq. 

4. Itichard Gason, Esq. 

5. John Bennett, Esq. 

6. Joshua R. Minnett, Esq. 



7. Richard E. Phillips, Esq. 

8. James Willington, Esq. 
!). J. II. Dnndnss, Esq. 

10. Colonel II. Dwyer, 

11. Francis Spaight, Esq.^ 

12. Thomas G. Stoney, Esq. 



General Observations. 



Throughout, this excellent establishment there are strong evidences of knowledge, zeal, and 
ability ; under such circumstances it is not surprising to find cleanliness, activity, end dump- 
line. The Board of Superintendence exercise a very watchful care over the general system 
and the able and experienced Governor, Mr. Ilock, carries out the details with an effective 
staff. I have above touched upon the amount of profits upon works as apparently falling 
short of what might be fairly anticipated from the management of this branch. With re- 
ference to bridewells much remains yet to be done, and I have noticed under the subjoined 
headings several matters which require amendment. The absence of a uniform system and 
P ., u ;i U ililTirnli: to obtain an even and simultaneous co-ope- 



cen traf control is v^y ^erci-p ti bl as Vt'i s’ d i Hi cult to obtain an even and simultaneous co-ope- 
ration on the part of the local authorities, some of whom, 1 fear, are wanting in a sense ot 
duty, and of their common interest in maintaining regularity and economy. 



Bridewells. Briileirells. 

Temnlenwre , Sept. Mid. — I found this bridewell in rather an unsatisfactory state; At the 
time of my visit, at half-past eight o’clock in the morning, nothing lmd been cleaned up, and. 
the prisoners were still locked up in their cells, from which, I was informed, they are not let 
out usually until nine o’clock. There arc two day-rooms, two yards, five cells tor men, one 
for women, and a drunkard’s cell ; the male privy was filthy; two of the cells under the day- 
rooms have fixed windows, and nrc incapable of proper ventilation. I he pump in good 
order; the bedding tolerable. The number of inmates: males, six— four of them boys; 
females, three ; number at quarter sessions, about twenty ; number during the last quarter, 
ISO. The bridewell keeper, who appears wanting in activity and intelligence, has a salary 
of £811. The dispensary doctor, by a late order of the Grand Jury, attends tlic sick wlicn 
summoned by the Local Inspector or any of the Board. The Local Inspector is said to 
attend; the last entry of his visits was in April. The dietary is preposterously high; one 
pound of bread and one pint of new-milk for breakfast and dinner, for both .'•exes of all ages; 
and the average t\il. per head all round. I beg to call the attention of the Board to these 
facts, and to compare theexpenditure with that of Thurles, barely eight miles distant. 1 here 
was no pass-book, as it was alleged to have been lost on the previous evening. I found that 
during the quarter ending June 30, three prisoners were confined there for/// days, which 
was accounted for by their being twice sent to and returned back from the petty sessions at 
Borrisoleigh, which are nominally held once a fortnight, but which on both occasions 
failed from the non-attendance of magistrates. This is a serious expense to the county, and 
injustice to the accused. Inconsequence of there being no order that the constnbulaiy 
should give receipts for the bodies of prisoners committed to their custody, there was no 
evidence on the books of the above circumstances, nor anything to show that these prisoners 
bad ever left the charge of the keeper. 

Thurles. — Twenty cells — ten tor each sex; two cells for drunkards; four day-rooms ; 
two yards. The pump good ; one of the privies capable of being flushed by water froni the 
pump, butthe other not ; a short sewer ought to be constructed to meet this want. The bed- 
ding good, and the building clean and orderly. Inmates : males, eight ; females, 5 ; number 
at quarter sessions, 250 ; number during last quarter, 399. Dietary, that adopted in October, 
1849: bread, and Indian meal stirabout; the average cost, there being a contract, 
somewhat less than 1-J/Z. per head. The pass-books regular and well kept. The Local 
Inspector, the Rev. Dr. Cotton, scarcely ever visits, his curate does so sometimes ; but the 
committee are very attentive, as may be learned from the good order and econorny of this 
bridewell. The keeper seems to be active and zealous, his salary is £30. The dispensary 
doctor attends without any additional remuneration. Prisoners are regularly transmitted as 
a general rule ; but I found here an understanding, without however any written order, that 
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prisoners committed Tor less than a fortnight shall be detained in the bridewell, in order 
to save expense; this is illegal. 

Bormolcane. — The bridewell keeper was absent, having been required, as I was in- 
formed, to attend the county Local Inspector. There was no visitors’ book, nor could I 
obtain access to the pass-books, nor take any steps for examining the accounts, which I 
understood are regularly audited by Mr. Stoney. The cost of the dietary, 4>d. for males, and 
Sid. for females. There were no prisoners confined at the time of my visit. The bedding 
very bad; the pump dry. The female yard occupied by the family; the wall is rather 
insecure. The sewerage reported to be good. The Rev. Mr. ‘Walker inspects frequently.. 

Newport . — This bunding is utterly unfit for the reception of prisoners; it consists ot two 
miserable cells or rather cellars, excessively damp, approached by a broken staircase ; they 
are intended, one for males and the other for females, separated only by a narrow passage, 
in which latter, when necessary, drunkards are placed. There is but one yard and one privy, 
common to both sexes; there were two males and one female confined there; forty-eight 
during the last quarter. Petty sessions held weekly, and prisoners transmitted regularly. 
The place as orderly as could be expected. The keeper, formerly a turnkey in Nenagh, 
whose salary is £20, seemed anxious to do his duty ; his registry and pass-books correctly 
kept. The dietary by contract. Bread, 5d. for the 4 lb. loaf; milk, 1 $d. a quart; cost 
about S.jr d. all round. The dispensary doctor attends. The Local Inspector visits about 
once a quarter. 

Roscreci .— Seven males and seven females were confined here ; during the last quarter, / 54, 
Keeper’s salary, £20. No pump ; l£d. a day allowed for the carriage of water. No 
sewer; the male yard in a state of extreme filth, the soil being heaped up in a corner j 
the walls insecure. The house clean, and the bedding good. The dietary, 3d. for males, 
and 2 Id. for females during the last quarter, but to be raised for the current quarter to S|rf. 
for males, and 3d. for females. The Local Board do not attend. The Local Inspector visits 
two or three times a quarter. Petty sessions regularly held once a week, and prisoners 

transmitted. r . n r 

J. Corky Connellan, Inspector-General. 



Soldiers tried, 

Do. untried. 
Committed summarily 
Lunatics, 



Total, 



467 



County of Tipperary (South Riding) Gaol, at Clonmel.— Visited 26th September, 1850 
State and Accommodation. 

The prisoners confined in this gaol were as follows 

Classes. Males. Females. I Classes. Males. Females. 

3VlSS debtors, . • 2 I Soldiers tried, . . 13 

Poor do. . . 9 — 

Felons convicted, . 259 53 

Misdemeanants do. . 4 2 

Felons untried, . • 84 55 

Misdemeanants do. .13 9 

Vagrants, ... 2 - 

The above exhibits an increase of 98 over the return furnished at the last inspection. There 
were 62 convicts— 5 5 males and 7 females. The commitments during th e past year were— 
males 4 508 • females, 1,503. Re-commitments— moles 269 ; females, 132. The greatest 
number in giol at one tine dining the past year— males f 15; female*, 109, Average males 
r>tl ■ do females. 135. The accommodation consists of 236 single cells, 8 solitary ditto, 41 
looms with beds, and 19 day-rooms. Considerable space is gamed by placing detached 
dav-rooms in the centre of the yards ; and this plan secures thorough ventilation without 
interfering with the walking exercise of the prisoners. Classification is earned out to a 
partial extent, hot the pressure of numbers here, as elsewhere, affects this necessary prm- 
ebile of discipline. The tread-wheel is not applied to any reproductive object. The 
5 boners take their meals in their cells. The punishments, since the beginning of the 
year, amonnted to 150— chiefiy for fighting and riotous conduct at night. 

. ’Employment and Schools. 

The male prisoners’ employment consisted of shoemaking, _ tailoring, weaving and wind- 
ing (1-1 looms being at work), carpenter’s, smith’s, narlor’s, painter s, mason s, and sawyer s 
work • stone-breaking (not remunerative), tearing hair and oakum, and scouring blankets, 
E Under the letterhead, the barrack bedding is washed here, which produces some 
return But few of the turnkeys are regularly bred handicraftsmen, but those who ai e, 
instinct the prisoners, and each class receives sehoolnig for one hom daily. Fifty pel-sons, 
dSttny=“lea^ea trades within the prison The profits of the works have bemi 
applied to the enlargement of the building; and the return for 18o0 up to the 35th f 
appnea to tne b clothing is manufactured here at a considerable 

«■* o^ide, and much more durable articles are 

produced. F m „h Department. 

Occupation is provided for the females by employing them in knitting, plain-work, ron- 
ning 3 TaSting? and washing. The latter requires a considerable number of bands, tom 



South District. 

Beports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Tipperary 
(North Ruling) Gaol. 



County of Tipperary 
( South Riding) Gaol. 

at Clonmel. 
Visited September 2G> 
1850. 

State and Accommo- 
dation. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 
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South District, the large supply of public washing. The prices are very low — I should almost think too 
Reports onTeparatc l°' v — anc * the getting up of the linen, &c., is excellent. The business of the laundry and the 
CP Prisons. drying loft, which is on a most effective scale, is carried on with great care, under the 

superintendence of the matron, Mrs. Cleary, and her daughters, to whom the general state 

County of Tipperary 0 f tjjjg department, for order and cleanliness, is very creditable. 

{South Ruling) Gaol. 1 

Dietary. BictuVy, 

Breakfast: Males — eight oz. oatmeal, and £ pint of ncw-milk. Females — seven oz. 
oatmeal, and pint ncw-milk. 

Dinner: Males— 11 oz. household broad, and 1 pint ncw-milk. Prisoners confined 
for one month and under, 1 oz. of oatmeal in gruel, in lieu of milk at dinner. Females — 
18 oz. household bread, and 3 naggiuR of ncw-milk. Prisoners confined for one month 
and under, 1 oz. of oatmeal in gruel, in lieu of milk at dinner- 

Contracts. — Bread, per I lb, J \d. ; oatmeal, per cwt. 9s. ; ncw-milk, per gallon, 5-^d. 



books and Accounts. 



Officers’ Visits. 



Books and A ccounts. 

The accounts are kept with clearness and regularity, and the system of checking is 
satisfactory. 

Officers' Visits. 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, &c., 



348 

47G 



Protestant Chaplain, 
Roman Catholic do. 



125 

138 



Officers and Salaries. 



Officers 


and Salaries. 








£ 


s. 


d. 




£ 


s. 


d. 


100 


6 


0 


Thomas Bond, Turnkey, 


34 


7 


6 


50 


0 


0 


John Fetherson, do. 


34 


7 


6 


50 


0 


0 


James Jordan, do. 


34 


7 


6 


74 


0 


0 


James Quin, do. 


34 


7 


6 


250 


0 


0 


James Walsh, do. 


34 


7 


6 


120 


0 


0 


Richard Walsh, do. 


34 


7 


6 


100 


0 


0 


Thomas Patterson, do. Gaol, . 


34 


7 


6 


30 


0 


0 


James Barron, do. 


34 


7 


G 


40 


0 


0 


Philip Shea, do. 


34 


7 


6 


22 


0 


0 


Joseph Douglas, do. 


34 


7 


G 


15 


0 


0 


Thomas White, do. 


34 


7 


G 


34 


7 


G 


Patrick Smith, do. Marshals, 


34 


7 


G 


34 


7 


6 


Thomas Somers, do. Hospital, 


31 


7 


fi 


34 


7 


G 


Catherine Bergin, Nurse, Female 








34 


7 


G 


Hospital, 


12 


0 


0 



Rev. Jas. Morton, Local Inspector, 

Rev. Daniel Foley, Protestant Chap. 

Rev. Michl. Bourk, R.C. Chaplain, 

William J. Shall, Esq., Surgeon, 

Mr. Isaac Strahan, Governor, 

Mr. Robt. Grubb, Deputy-Governor, 

Mr John Sandford Clerk, 

Mr. Rich. Lcgge, Clerk to the Board, i 
Mrs. Mary Cleary, Matron, 

Johanna Cleary, Turnkey, 

Mary Ann Cleary, do. 

Oliver Latham, Turnkey, at Gaol Gn 
Sami. Bulbridge, do. II. C. Gate, 

Thomas Rourke, do. II. C. 

John Whetstone, do. 

The turnkeys present the appearance of efficiency, and are clothed in a respectable uni- 
form. There are no officers on gaol allowance. 



Hospital 

The management of the hospital is remarkable for cleanliness, ventilation, and the 
comfort of the inmates. Dr. SheiH’slong military experience lavs enabled him to establish 
great order and accuracy of system. The sick dietary hook is a most useful check. It is 
right, however, to remark that the medicines are furnished by an apothecary resident in the 
town; and though some of the simple proscriptions arc made up on the spot by the phy- 
sician, who, it will be perceived, is unremitting in liis attendance', the great majority are 
supplied by the former. The annexed return will show the sanitary state, and the medical 
cost, during the three last years ; there wore but two lunatics, whose cases require no 
comment. The ventilation of the female yard has been effectually improved by the 
insertion of iron railings in the inclosing walls. 



T„„. 


Number of 
Prisoners 
admitted into 
Hospital. 


Total Number 
in Hospital. 


Number of 
Prisoners 
Proscribed for 


Cost of 
Medicbies. 


Number of 
Attendances 
of tint 
Physician. 


die year. 


•C 


a. 


tl. 


1817* 


SOU 


3005 


1501 


(ffi 


14 




412 


18I8f 


287 


■10K8 


087 




1 


11 


410 


1.81 '4 


Gl!l 


7UIIU 


2877 


120 


(1 


8 


CO'J 



* Epidemic, Fever, ami Dysentery, prevailed this year. 

f During the menllis of September nuil October this year, no patients wore admitted into hospital, it being 
occupied by Smith O'Brien ntnl others slate prisoners. 

X Kpidcmic, Diarrhoea, and Asiatic Cholera prevailed this year hi the gaol, which accounts fur the largo out- 
lay for Medicine. 

The Apothecary receives no salary. 
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Board of Superintendence. South District. 

The Board is very regular in its monthly attendance, and usually consists of five or Reports on separate 
six members. Prisons. 



Lord Viscount Suirdale, 
Stephen Moore, Esq. 

John Bagwell, Esq. 

James Archer Butler, Esq. 
Samuel William Barton, Esq. 
Pownel Phipps, Esq. 



Samuel Gordon, Esq. 
Joseph Grubb, Esq. 
William Quin, Esq. 
Percy Gough, Esq. 
Samuel Ryall, Esq. 
Edward Phelan, Esq. 



County of Tipperary 
( South Hiding ) Gaol. 
Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



General Observations. General Obserra- 

Tlie general state of this gaol, as to repair, cleanliness, order, and discipline, is very 
creditable ; and it is only to be lamented that the pressure of numbers prevents the carry- 
ing out to the fullest extent the principles of modem prison discipline. With the able 
direction of the Board of Superintendence, and the effective staff of resident officers 
which exist here, much might be expected, and much could doubtless be performed. 

The Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Morton, is most assiduous in his supervision ; and the 
Governor, Mr. Strahan, appears to be thoroughly imbued with a practical sense of his im- 
portant duties. 

Bridewells (South Riding). Bridewells. 



Tipperary . — Sixteen prisoners were confined here — eight of each sex. The building 
contains 7 cells for males, 2 for females, 4 day-rooms, 5 yards (2 for washing), and 2 
drunkards’ cells. Number at last quarter sessions, 120 ; number during last quarter, 60. 
There is a good pump. The dietary, in conformity with the late order ; average per head 
2\d. a day. The Local Lrspector has not attended for the last two years ; but the magis- 
trates and the Governor of the gaol sometimes visit. I was unwilling to inspect this 
bridewell very minutely, for the keeper, who seems quite past his work, was in a severe 
state of suffering. 

Carrick-on-Suir . — Building good and house clean. Five males and one female confined 
here. Number at quarter sessions, 180 ; during last quarter, 436. Prisoners regularly 
transmitted. Salary of keeper, £30. The Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Foot, 
visits frequently, as does also Mr. Strahan, the Governor of Clonmel gaol, but the entries 
are rare. The pump is not good, and the sewerage ineffective. The soil is obliged 
to be cleared through the house; this might be easily remedied. Dietary: the last 
prescribed allowance of bread at both meals, and 3 naggins of milk ; cost, all round, 2f d. 



per head. 

Cahir . — I found nine males and no females confined here. The total of last quarter, 
533. The bedding good and the building clean. There are three new cells lately com- 
pleted. The dispensary doctor attends in cases of sickness. The Local Inspector, the 
Rev. Mr. Giles, declines acting. Keeper’s salary, £30. Dietary : that of October, 1849 ; 
cost 2 \d. a day per head. There were some cases of long detention from failure of petty 
sessions. 

Clogheen . — Three males and three females here. Number last quarter, 233. Building 
in fair order ; the bedding good; the pump bad, but good water procurable near; soil 
cleared through the house. Keeper’s salary, £30. Dietary : the last prescribed allowance 
of oatmeal (by contract) — amount, 3d. for males; 2\d. for females. The keeper was 
unable to explain the pass-books by the daily state-book. The commitments kept in a 
very slovenly manner. Petty sessions nominally once a fortnight; but only two had 
been held in the preceding two months. 

Cashel . — Two male prisoners and one female. Nine had been transmitted to the 
county gaol on the previous day. Six male prisoners escaped from the gaol in June 
last; five were retaken a few days afterwards; the sixth is still at large. The wall of 
the yard has since been raised for security. The pump has been put in order since 
the last inspection. Average cost of dietary, 2 \d. per day for each prisoner. 249 had 
been confined here since the beginning of the quarter. The building clean and orderly. 
The books correct. Frequently visited by the Local Inspector and by the Governor of 
the county gaol. Keeper’s salary, £85 per annum. 

New Birmingham .— Tolerably clean. Eight male prisoners. Books correct. Dietary 
according to regulation, and charge moderate. Prisoners regularly transmitted to the 
county gaol. The present Local Inspector never visits, but the Governor of the county 
gaol frequently. Keeper’s salary, £30 per annum. 

J. Corky Connellan, Inspector-General. 



County op Waterford Gaol. — Visited 6th May, 1850. County of Waterford 

Gaol. 

State and Accommodation. Visited May 6, 1850. 

State and Aecomrao- 

There were 357 prisoners in this gaol, being 75 less than on the last inspection in Au- dation. 
gust, 1849. Ten convicts sentenced to transportation had gone out in the morning, leaving 
28 male convicts remaining, who are mixed with the other prisoners, and do not appear to 
give the same trouble or excite the same apprehension that they do in other prisons 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



104 



APPENDIX TO TWENTY-NINTH REPORT OF 



South District. The accommodation consists of 83 cells, 3 sleeping rooms, each holding about 10 inmates, 
and 15 are placed at night in the waiting room. Classification, except as to tried and un- 
' ^ prions. in ° tried males, is not attempted, nor, in fact, would it be practicable; but discipline and order 

appear to be tolerably well established. The prisoners are all washed on the day of their 

County nf U'liteifonl. i ece ption, and examined by the medical officer, and about one-half the number are furnished 
00 ' with gaol clothing. It is intended, however, that the whole shall be provided with prison 

dresses as soon as the materials arc finished, which are at present in the course of manufac- 
ture in the prison. All the prisoners take their meals in the day-rooms, except in fine 
weather, when the open yards are made use of for the purpose — a practice to which I do not 
see any objection. It is impossible to p reserve! silence, but yet no noisy conversation is 
allowed. There is no supervision at night, and before this is attempted (which ought always 
to be the case), inspection holes should be made in the cell doors, which would likewise be 
very useful in promoting ventilation. 

The chapel is divided into partitions, in which different classes arc placed. Each of them 
ought to have the supervision of an officer, as now they are under the eye of the chaplain 
only, who, while performing the service, cannot observe all that passes before him. 

The cells hold three or four individuals, each being furnished with two iron bedsteads ; 
consequently, two men are placed in a bed. It is extraordinary that this direct breach of 
one of the prison rules should not only escape the observation of the majority of the Go- 
vernors and Local Inspectors, but that deliberate preparation should be made to set it at 
defiance, by furnishing them with bedsteads. Hammocks or cots, which could always be 
adopted, would enable the same number of men to be accommodated with greater conve- 
nience, and at the same time the provisions of the act would be adhered to.i 

In some of the corridors there are stoves, by which the temperature of the cells is raised 
sufficiently in winter. 

The number of privies is very inadequate, and there ought to be a flow of water through 
them. The cesspools are emptied once in the year. 



Prisoners in Gaol at the Gate of Inspection. 



Master debtors, . 
Poor do. 
Felons convicted, 
Misdemeanants do. 
Felons untried, . 
Misdemeanants do. 



Males. Females. 

; « 

. 10 1 40 

. :ii h 

. 40 0 



Vagrants, 
Deserters, . 

Total, 
Rick in hospital, 
In solitary, . 



Males. Females. 
. 24 1 

1 

. ;un oo 

. 20 1 

l 1 



A cconmodation. 



Wards, . 

Yards, . 
Day-rooms, . 
Cells, . 
Sleeping-rooms, 



No. 

(I Reliool-rooms, 

. 0 Chapels, 

. 0 Kitchens, . 

. 82 Workshops, . 

. 11 Laundries, . 



No. No 

2 Workshods, . . . I 

1 Hospital rooms, . . 8 

1 Solitary culls, . . 2 

2 Pumps, . . . .0 

2 Tread-wheels, . . 1 



Pairs blankets, 
Pairs sheets, . 
Rugs, . 
Iled-Ueks, 
Shirts, . 



Stock. 



No. 

410 

21 

III. 

171 



No. 

2IH 

210 

225 

854 



Prisoners Committed durint/ the Year. 



Males. Females. 

Felony, . . 115 24. 

Petty larceny, &c. (sum-J l H|) 

Misdemeanants (ditto) . . 255 02 

Under the Poor Law Act, . 85 2 

Under Vagrant Aft, . . 120 27 

Drunkards, . . . 15 2 



l.nimlios under the. 
for Insanity, 



Males. Females. 



Total 1,141 

Average daily number, . 200 
Highest at. any one lime, . 228 
Lowest ditto,' . . 11)11 

Average daily number in) 
hospital, . .) 



208 

or 

102 

28 



Periods of Imprisonment of the. N timber Committed durint/ the Year. 
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Committals and Re-committals during the past Year. 

Males. Females. I Males. Females. 

Ee-committed once, . 125 40 Re-committed four times 

„ twice, .30 18 and more, ... 7 0 

„ thrice, .15 0 [ 

Number Sentenced to Solitary Confinement during the Year 
Males, 57 | Females, 10 

Number Sentenced to be Whipped during the Year. 

Men 14 | Boys, .... 95 

Employment and Schools. 

There is a tread-wheel which requires 24 men at a time; besides this the occupations are 
principally confined to trade employment. Weaving and shoemaking is taught by two of 
the turnkeys, who have been brought up to these trades. There are 14 looms at work. As 
I mentioned before, the materials of the gaol clothing are in process of manufacture ; but 
the principal article produced consists of cloths for bacon wrappers, for which there is a 
great demand in the city. 

The washing for the barracks employs 20 prisoners daily. This is not a very suitable 
employment for males, but it is found very profitable. 



Employmen t on the Day of Inspection. 



Carpentering, . . . 

Cleaning and whitewashing, 
Cooking, .... 
Prison duties, . 

Schooling 

Shoemaking, 



MALES. 



No. 

1 

12 

0 

4 

30 

10 



Tailoring, 

Tread-mill, 

Washing, 

Weaving, 

Winding, 



Knitting, . 
Needle-work, 
Mangling, . 
Nursing, . 




Prison duties, - 
Schooling, . 
Washing, . 



No. 

4 

30 

8 



4 



No. 

'2 

12 



Ages, Religion, and Education of the Prisoners Committed during the Year. 




School instruction is given by one of the turnkeys for four hours daily, at which all the 
tried prisoners attend. There is no school register, nor is it thought that much good is 
effected, except in giving employment to the mind. I fully agree with Mr. Galwey’s obser- 
vation in last year’s report, that it would be very advisable to have a regular schoolmaster. 



Female Department. 

There were 55 women and 2 children in this department, a diminution since the last in- 
spection, but still beyond the space afforded, were it not for the accommodation provided for 
about 30 in the drying loft. According to Mr. Galwey’s recommendation, additional win- 
dows have been opened in the apartment, by which the ventilation has been made sufficient. 
The women are principally employed in washing for the public. About ten. or fifteen 
receive two hours’ instruction of an evening from the matron’s daughter, who is also her 
assistant. 

4 p 



Sooth District. 
Reports on separate 

County of Waterford 
Gaol. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Female Department. 
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South District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Waterford 
Gaol. 

Dietary. 



Books anti Accounts. 



Officers. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Officers' Visits. 



Hospital. 



Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



Dietary. 





CIllMK. 


Second CIiimh. 


Tli ini CIiimh. 




Mini. 


Women. 


Children under 1U 


Breakfast, 


( (i 055. Indian meal, 


I> ox. meal, 




Dinner, . . . 


l -J- pint, of milk. 

| 1-1 055. bread, 
l J. pint of milk. 


J pint of milk. 

1U ox. bread, 

1 pint of milk. 


- 


Supper, . 






- 



The qualify of the food appeared very good, and I was told that the quantity was consi- 
dered quite sufficient to keep the prisoners in a good state of health. 



.Books anti Accounts. 

The hooks arc correctly kept by Mr. O’Neill, the principal turnkey, who acts as account- 
ant. The accounts are looked over monthly by the Board of Superintendence, and com- 
pared with the vouchers; there, however, appeared to me some irregularities, which might 
be easily remedied. No check exists as to the money paid to poor prisoners on their dis- 
charge, which is done by the accountant, he being reimbursed by thcLocal Inspector. These 
payments should always have the sanction of the Governor. 

In the female department the sum paid to the prisoners for their work is left to be arbi- 
trarily determined by the matron, without any check or control whatsoever. 

The allowance for the work of the male prisoners is made by the job. This is checked 
by the Governor, but there ought to be a stock book, coniaining the materials for manufac- 
ture, which might be compared with the articles that are made and sold. 

There is a book kept by the gate porter, in which entry is made of all things admitted 
or sent out, as well as part-payments. 

Officers. 

The turnkeys, with the exception of the accountant and nursetendor, sleep over the gate, 
and are, therefore, removed at night from the vicinity of the prisoners. 



Rev. R. J. Hobson, Local Inspector, 
Very Rev. Ussher Lee, Chaplain, . 
Rev. M. Flinn, It. C. Chaplain, 

Win. Curroll, Esq., M.D., Surgeon, . 
Win. C. Triphook, Governor, . 

Mrs. Margaret O’Neil, Matron, 

Miss E. Honnor, Assistant Matron, . 
D. O’Neil, Accountant, . 

W. Blanch, Turnkey, 

P. Walsh, ditto, .... 

P. Martin, ditto, .... 

Thomas Sinnott, ditto, 



Offiu 

£ 

80 

40 

40 

65 

200 

30 

25 

60 

35 

30 

25 

25 



vers and Salaries. 

s. d. 

0 0 Robert Howard, Turnkey, 

0 0 Michael Barlow, ditto, 

0 0 John Flinn, ditto, . . . . 

0 0 Maurice Power, ditto, 

0 0 John Fleming, ditto, 

0 0 William Cole, ditto, 

0 0 Alice Martin, Nursetendor, 

0 0 N. Shaw, Bridewell Keener, Dungar- 

0 0 van 

0 0 M. Mortimer, Esq., Secretary to the 

0 0 Board, 

0 0 



£ s. d. 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
20 0 0 

50 0 0 

20 0 0 



Visits paid by the Officers during the Year. 

Local Inspector, . . . 140 I Protestant Chaplain, ... 54 

Surgeon, &c., .... 254 | Roman Catholic Chaplain, . 163 



Hospital. 

The hospital contains a sufficient number of rooms, but none of them with thorough 
ventilation. There arc six wards for the males, and two for the females; one of the former 
is appropriated to those who have the itch. 

The prison is healthy. There were 20 altogether in the hospital, but principally with 
cutaneous diseases. There was one slight case of fever. 

There is a shed formerly used for fever patients, but now being fortunately no longer 
required for the purpose, it is converted into a store. 

Deaths during the Year. 

Males . . . . 4 j Females . . .1 



1. George Mcnra, Esq. 

2. William Christmas, Esq. 

3. John Congreve, Esq. 

4. Maurice Ronayuc, Esq. 

5. Thomas Carow, Esq. 

6. Wray Pulliser, Esq. 



Board of Superintendence. 

7. Charles N. Bolton, Esq. 

8. James Anderson, Esq 

9. Robert 11. Uniacko, Esq. 

10. Robert Lougan, Esq. 

11. Samuel King, Esq. 

12. Simon Bagge, Esq. 
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General Observations. 

This prison appears altogether well managed, but suffers, like most others, from the 
influx of vagrants, s me of whom are committed from a distance. On the 11th of May 
three prisoners were sent from Dungarvan, one of them five years old, sentenced to three 
days’ imprisonment. As the place is 28 miles distant, they were not much more than one 
day imprisoned. Surely this is one more proof of the advantage of having local places of 
detention for this class of offenders. 

The projected alteration and extension of the gaol, and the best manner of effecting it, 
is at present a matter of discussion. The old court that adjoins it and the city gaol, and 
belongs half to the county and half to the city, would afford but an inconsiderable space 
for any such building ; and as the present site is very confined, without any garden, &c., it 
appears to me that the whole of it might be appropriated to one of the prisons, and the 
otner transferred to some more eligible locality without the city. 

I inspected Dungarvan Bridewell on the 4th of May, and found it clean and orderly, and 
the registry correct. My colleague also visited on two or three occasions, and made the 
same favorable report. 

Frederic B. Long, Inspector-General. 



City of Waterford Gaol. — Visited 6th May, 1850. 

State and Accommodation. 

This prison consists of two parts — the old gaol and the house of correction, at a consi- 
derable distance from each other; the former being contiguous to the county gaol — the 
latter in an open space without the town. Together they contained the following number 
of prisoners on the day of my inspection : — 



Prisoners in Gaol at the date of Inspection. 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Classes. 




Males. 


Females. 


Master debtors, . 








Soldiers tried, 


3 


_ 






; 


1 


Drunkards, 




6 


2 


Felons convicted, 


. 36 


17 


Committed summarily . 3 


- 


Misdemeanants do., 






14 






— 


— 


Felons untried 


. 14 


2 






102 


70 






. 


4 


Total 






172 


Vagrants, 


. 27 


30 


Sick in Hospital, . . 3 


4 










In solitary. 






- 








Accommodation. 










No. 






No. 






No. 


Wards, 


9 




Sleeping-rooms, . . 8 




Solitary cells, 


. 3 


Yards, . 


9 




Chapels, 






Pumps, . 


. 7 


Day-rooms, . 


9 




Kitchens, 


. 2 




Tread-wheel, 


1 


Cells, . 


55 




Hospital-rooms, . . 3 














Stock. 














No. 








No. 


Pairs blankets, 






127 


Jackets, 






. 74 








6 


Trowsers, 






. 74 


Hammocks, 






. 68 


Caps, 






. 46 


Bed-ticks, 






. 100 


Pairs shoes, 






. 112 


Shirts, . 






. 100 











This gaol was clean, and the inmates appeared orderly, and this is the most that can be 
said in its favour, though no blame seems to attach to the Governor. The bedding was 
much worn, but some blankets had been supplied since the last inspection. There are four 
day-rooms, besides the Marshalsea. All the tried prisoners are in gaol clothing, and there 
are two baths in the yards in which they are washed on reception. 

The House of Correction contains 20 cells and sleeping rooms, which hold 12 or 14. 
There are two day-rooms for males, in which they take their meals, which is sometimes done 
in the yards. All but the beggars are in gaol clothing. There are two classes of males, one 
consisting of soldiers. The privies in this department were in a very bad state, and require 
immediate repair. There is only one punishment, which is found insufficient. 



Prisoners Committed during the Year. 



Classes. 

Felony, .... 
Petty larceny, &c. (sum- 
marily) . 

Misdemeanants (ditto) 
Under the revenue laws, 
Under the Poor Law Act, 
By Courts martial, 

Under Vagrant Act, 



Males. Females. 
. 101 6 

| 283 138 

. 134 28 

2 

. 20 1 

. 50 

. 348 296 



Classes. Males. Females. 



Drunkards, . 


. 487 


272 


Total, .... 


1,425 


741 


Average daily number, 


86 


51 


Highest at any one time, 


137 


76 


Lowest ditto, 

Average daily number in 1 


52 


26 


hospital, . . ■ J 

P 2 
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South District. 

Deports on separate 
prisons. 

City of Waterford 
Gaol. 




Comnithih and lle-c.ammiUiils during the past Year. 

Males. Females. , Males. Females. 

Ee-comraiUcd men, . 45 52 Bo-commitlcilfoiir times, 

„ twice, . 29 55 ami more, . .17 47 

,, tl trice, • 10 — I 



Number Sentenced to Solitary Confinement during the Year. 
Males, .... 4 | Females, . 



Number Sentenced to be Whipped during the Year. 
Men, .... 9 | E°ys, ■ * 

Punishments for Prison 0 fences during the Year. 
Dark cells, 164 



36 



Employment anil 
Schools. 



’Employment and Schools. 

In the gaol a few prisoners are employed in stone-breaking and cleaning the prison, as 
well as in repairing shoes ; beyond this nothing is done. In the House of Correction there 
is a tread-mill, and the other occupations are stone-breaking, tailoring, and shoemaking. 
One of the turnkeys is a shoemaker, and another a carpenter. Besides this there is a kitchen 
garden of considerable extent, which employs the labour of about sixteen. 

In the gaol there is no schoolmaster, nor any instruction. In the House of Correction two 
Turnkeys give lessons on alternate weeks, an hour each day to each division. 



Employment on the Day of Inspection. 

MALES. 



Carpentering, 

Cleaning and whitewashing, 
Cooking, 

Labouring, 

Fainting, 

Prison duties. 



Pumping, 
Schooling, . 
Shoemaking, 
Stone, breaking. 
Tailoring, . 
Tread mill, • 



Knitting, 

Needlework, 

Nursing, 



Prison duties, 
Schooling, . 



j Vagrants, . 
unkunls. 



No. 
. 2 
. 38 



Ages, Religion, and Education of the Prisoners Comm itted d uring the Year. 

rrm . 

tj 



Number attending School during the Yea 
. 157 | Females, 

Average Number attending Daily. • 
, i 25 | Females, 
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South Disthict. 



Female Department. 

The females are all confined in the House of Correction, where they occupy two separate E e po,t. “ "P*““ 

divisions, one of which consists of vagrants who are set to stone-breaking. . 

The other occupations are the usual ones of spinning, sewing, and washing the pnso ^ gf Waterford 

linen. There were ten children amongst them. ... 1 „ °“ oL 

As observed in the last report, the accommodation for washing is not nearly sufficient , a Female Department, 
new laundry and a proper drying-room are required. 



Dietary. 





First Class. 


Second Class. 


Third Class. 




Males. 


Females. 


Children under 10 years. 


Breakfast, . 


| 8 oz.'meal and rice, 
{ \ pint new-milk. 


( 7 oz.'meal and rice, 
{ 4 pint new-milk. 


f 5 oz. meal and rice, 
\ $ pint new-milk. 


Dinner, . 


j 14 oz. of bread, 

| 1 pint new-milk. 


(13 oz. of bread, 

{ $ pint new-milk. 


( 1.0 oz. bread, 

( £ pint new-milk. 


Supper, . 


- 


- 


f 4 oz. bread, 

( 1-J naggin new-milk. 



The bread is very good. 

Books and Accounts. 



Dietary. 



Books and Accounts, 



The books and accounts appear to be correctly kept by the Governor at each establish- 
ment. The payments are made monthly. The number of punishments recorded is very 
trifling. 

Contracts. Contracts. 



Bread, . 
Indian meal. 
Rice, 
New-milk, 



s. d. 

0 1 per lb. 

8 0 per cwt. 
12 6 per cwt. 
0 5 per gal. 



Salt, 

Coals, 

Candles, 



s. d. 

0 3 per stone. 
14 6 per ton. 

0 3 per lb. 



Officers. Officers. 

Since I was last here a new Governor has been appointed to the House of Correction. 

There are only two turnkeys in the old gaol, and consequently the accumulation of duty tails 
rather hard on the Governor. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Governor of Gaol, 

Governor House of Correction, 
Local Inspcctoi - , . 

Physician, . • • 

Protestant Chaplain . 



£ s. d. 
. 120 0 0 
. 60 0 0 
. 60 0 0 
. 50 0 0 
. 40 0 0 



£ s. 

Roman Catholic Chaplain, . . 40 0 

Matron, 40 0 

Nursetender, . . . . 10 0 

Four turnkeys, at £25 per annum 

each, 100 0 



Visits paid by the Officers duriny the Year. 



Local Inspector, 
Surgeon, 



278 I Protestant Chaplain, 

272 I Roman Catholic do. 



Officers on Gaol Allowance. 
Governor of gaol and four turnkeys. 



Officers and Salaries. 

d. 



0 

0 

0 



0 



Officers’ Visits. 



Hospital. 

There Is only one hospital, which is in the gaol, and consists of three rooms not particu- 
larly well ventilated. There were only two trifling cases of sickness. This arrangement is 
very inconvenient, as the females in the House of Correction, when taken ill, have to be re- 
moved a considerable distance, until which they must be attended to in sleeping, as was the 
case with four others when 1 was there. 



Hospital. 



Cases of Sickness and Lunacy duriny the Year 



Slight indisposition, 
Hospital cases, 



Diseases duriny the Year. 



Fever, 
Dysentery, . 
Stomach disease, 
Cholera, 
Rheumatism, 



Males. Females. 
85 36 



Males. Females. 
25 2 

34 35 
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South District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

City of Waterford 
Gaol. 

Board of Superin- 
tendence. 



OenernlObscrvatious. 



County of We ford 

Visited January 3, 

1851. 

State and Accommo- 
dation. 



Employment and 
Schools. 



Board of Superintendence. 

The Board of Superintendence meet occasionally, but have no fixed time for doing so. 
A periodical visit and examination of the accounts would be preferable. The names of the 
members are as follows : — 



1. The Mayor. 

2. Sir H. W. Barron, Bart. 

3. Sir Benjamin M. Wall. 

4. Michael Dobbyn, J.P. 

5. James Keating, J.P. 

6. Alexander Sherlock, J.P. 



7. Henry Denny, Esq. 

8. Wm. M. Ardagh. 

9- Captain T. Roberts, R.N. 

10. Joseph S. Richardson. 

11. William Lloyd. 

12. Michael D. Ilassard, Esq. 



General Observations. 

It cannot he said that these two establishments, taken as a whole, are in a satisfactory 
state, nor is it likely that they will be so until they are united in one building. The House 
of Correction is ill arranged and insecure ; but the ground it occupies affords space quite 
sufficient for a large prison, for which the elevated site, unobstructed by other buildings, 
seems peculiarly adapted. 

Frederic B. Long, Inspector-General. 



Counts of Wexford Gaol. — Visited 3rd of January, 1851. 
Slate and Accommodation. 



The state of this gaol was thus : — 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Classes. Males. 


Females. 


Master debtors, - 


4 


_ 


Committed summarily, 34 


23 


Poor do. 


- 11 


_ 


Lunatics, - - - 23 


1 


Felons convicted, 


- 61 


29 


— 





Misdemeanants do. 


5 


1 


176 


98 


Felons untried, - 


- 34 


40 








Misdemeanants do. 


- _ 


4 


Total, - 274 




Vagrants, - 


4 


- 


Of whom were sick in hospital, 6 


5 


This table shows a 


slight reduction since 


the last inspection, on which occasion the 



numbers amounted to 291. Crimes of a violent character are on the decrease, as well as 
offences in the poorhouse. This latter alteration is attributed to the substitution of gruel 
for milk in the prison dietary for terms of short imprisonment. The commitments during 
the past year were — males, 985 ; females, 003. Re-commitments — males, 187 ; females, 
101. The greatest numbers in gaol at any one time during the past year were — males, 
297 ; females, 238. Average males, 207 ; do. females, 90. The punishments were nume- 
rous, but generally very slight, such as stoppage of milk, Ac., for trifling infractions of 
prison rules. The lock-up discipline is careful and effective. 

The sewers are rather inoperative. Water is supplied on the premises by hand-pumps. 
There is no tread-wheel, but a carding machine furnishes the means of hard labour. A 
large building, originally designed for an hospital, and built almost entirely by the prison- 
ers, affords considerable space for manufactures. The prison clothing is at present defec- 
tive, but this want will be easily met hereafter by the pi'oposed extension of works, and the 
erection of a tuck-mill. There are convenient sheds for stone breaking. The cook-house 
is small and bad, but capable of great improvement at a trifling cost. The floors of some 
of the cells are veiy damp, and the bed-ticks which have been improperly permitted to lie 
on them are nearly rotten. This could be obviated by placing movable boards on tressels. 
In the female quarter many of the cells are absolutely dungeons, having no direct supply 
of light and air. The laundry is wholly insufficient, and there is no drying-room, a most 
grave defect, affecting both the health of the prisoners and the durability of the clothes. 
Classification of the males is partially observed, but the inadequate accommodation on the 
female side (18 cells for 95 inmates) interferes with due separation. Those of better char- 
acter under short sentences ai’e placed in the lunatic department, but the remainder, 
tried and untried, and the nurses, are intermixed without any moral distinction. There 
are 114 single cells, 4 solitary do., and 32 rooms with beds. 

Emphy-menl and Schools. 

Considerable activity is displayed in this important branch of discipline, whether re- 
garded as the means of punishment or production, and a still greater development will, it 
is fair to presume, take place under the active and intelligent superintendence of the pre- 
sent officers, particularly with reference to materials for prison use, such as linsey-woolsey, 
shirting, bedtioks, and blankets. The net profit on the work for year ending 1849, 
amounted to .£210 12s. Oid. A proportionately large stun is obtained annually from 
stone-breaking, as there is a quarry within the walls. One of the turnkeys is a weaver, 
another a shoemaker, and the deputy-governor was bred a cabinet-maker. In the selec- 
tion of this class of officers attention to capability of giving instruction is of great impor- 
tance, and will, doubtless, not be overlooked by the able Board of Superintendence. The 
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schoolmaster receives a salary of .£30 per annum, and gives instruction from 8 to 1 P. m. South District. 
in winter, and from 6 to 7 p. m. in summer. I suggested to him that in case of the ac- n epotts "^eparate 
commodation being sufficiently increased to admit of carrying out separation, mental arith- Prisons. 

metic should be cultivated, as it has been found most effective in counteracting the depres- 

sion which is occasionally found to accompany that system. County of Wexford 

Gaol. 

"Employment of Male Prisoners. 

Shoemaking, weaving, tailoring, carpenter work, smith work, painting, coopering, net 
making, quarrying, and stone-breaking. 

The machinery for carding wool is calculated to employ 20 prisoners at hard labour. 



Employment of Female Prisoners. 

Spi nnin g wool, flax, hemp, and tow, knitting, plain work, washing for the prisoners, 
stone-breaking. 

Female Department. Female Department. 

The females were clean and orderly, and apparently well tended. Some of them, how- 
ever, were without shoes or clogs. They receive instruction from the assistant matron. 

I have referred above to the lamentable want of space in this department. 

Dietary. Dietnr y- 

The provisions were of a very satisfactory quality, and are duly inspected by the respec- 
tive chaplains. 

Males over a month confined : — 

Breakfast : 8 oz. of Indian meal in stirabout, and 1 pint buttermilk. 

Dinner : 14 oz. brown bread, and 1 pint new-milk. 

Males confined one month and under : — 

Breakfast : 8 oz. of Indian meal in stirabout, and J pint new-milk. 

Dinner : 16 oz. of barley and rye bread, and 1 pint of oatmeal gruel. 

Females over a month confined : — 

Breakfast : 7 oz. of Indian meal in stir-about, and 1 pint buttermilk. 

Dinner : 12 oz. of brown bread, and f pint of new-milk. 

Females confined one month and under: — 

Breakfast : 7 oz. of Indian meal in stirabout, and J pint new-milk. 

Dinner : 14 oz. of barley and rye bread, and pint oatmeal gruel. 

Contracts . — Bread, per lb., white, lid., brown, ljd., barley and rye, l|d. ; Indian meal, 
per cwt., 8s. ; meat, per lb., 3d. ; new-milk, per gallon, 6d. ; buttermilk, per gallon, 3d. ; 
salt, per stone, 2d. 

Bools and Accounts. Books and Accounts. 

The books and accounts are carefully kept. There is not, however, so great a facility 
of reference and checking as I have observed in oilier prisons. 



Officers' Visits. Officers’ Visits. • 

Local Inspector ami Prot. Chaplain, 314 I Roman Catholic Chaplain - - 224 

Surgeon, - - - - - 188 | 



Officers on Gaol Allowance. 

The Governor, and all Hie officers under him, receive gaol allowance. 



Rev. R. W. Elgee, Local Inspector 
and Protestant Chaplain, 

Rev. L. Kinvan, R. C. Chaplain, 
Henry Harvey Boxwell, Esq., m.d. 
Mr. James Ricards, Apothecary, 
Mr. William Needham, Governor, 
Joseph Gladwin, Deputy-Governor, 
Patrick C. Burgess, Schoolmaster, 
i Joseph Gladwin, Turnkey, 

Robert Roberts, do., 

John Gethings, do., 



Officers and Salaries. 



£ s d. 

100 0 0 
50 0 0 

40 0 0 
160 0 0 
80 0 0 
30 3 3 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 



£ 

Francis Monk, Turnkey, 25 

William Craig, do., 25 

John Harney, do., 25 

Robert M‘Caul, do., 25 

Nicholas Cormick, Lunatic Keeper, 25 

FEMALE OFFICERS. 

Mary Mui'phy, Matron, 45 

Margaret Kehoe, Assistant Matron, 15 
Ellen Hopkins, Fem. Lunatic Keeper, 10 



0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



0 

0 

0 



Officers and Salaries. 



d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



0 

0 

0 



Hospitals and Lunatics. 

The accommodation is sufficient in this department, which is marked by cleanliness, 
care and economy, the medical expenses during the last three years baring amounted 
r oillT aS 13s 2d. There ms no epidemic, nor any case deserwmg special nohee. 
There was one female lunatic, but I regretted to find no less than twenty-three males. 
Si 0 f this number were capable of being employed and some were reported to be 
-very industrious ; the remainder were disqualified by rdiotcy, epilepsy, and othei causes. 



Hospitals and 
Lunatics. 
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„ I have pointed out to the Inspectors of Lunatics the great pressure upon the room and the 

diSphne of tile gaol, caused by the presence of these unhappy objects, with a mow to 

irts on separate ^oyal. 



County of Wexford 
Gaol. 

Board of Superinten- 
dence. 



General 0 bser vatio ns . 



Board of Superintendence. 

The meeting of the Board takes place monthly, and all bills are examined and dis- 
charged quarterly. 



Charles A. Walker, Esq., J.P. V.L. 
John H. Talbot, Esq., J.P. & M.P. 
Major J. Doran. 

Sir Francis Le Hunt, Bart. 

George Lc Hunt, Esq. 



John Ilarvey, Esq. J.P. 
William Toole, Esq. J.P. 
William A. Armstrong, Esq. 
John Ilarvey, Esq. M.l). 
Mathew Pettit, Esq. J.P. 



General Observations. 

I was accompanied in my inspection by the Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Elgee, 
and by Dr Boxwell. In the course of last summer Mr. Needham, formerly Deputy- 
Governor and master of the works, was appointed to the governorship, vacant by the 
death of his predecessor ; and Mr. Gladwin, son of the late Governor, succeeded to the 
post of deputy. It is my pleasing duty to state, that the condition of this prison is highly 
creditable to all tlie officers, and tlie existence of so effective a stall would, unquestionably, 
appear to suggest and justify some further outlay on the improvement of the establish- 
ment The local facility of obtaining materials, and the available ground m tlie vicnnty 
of the new building, would enable the authorities to obtain, at a very moderate expense, 
large accommodation, so as to relieve the unwholesome pressure in tlie female department. 
The consequent extension of works and manufactures for domestic consumption, in which 
"rinding corn and baking might be included advantageously, here as elsewhere, would 
soon repay the original expense ; and tlie furnishing of adequate means and space for put- 
ting into operation the most approved system of reformatory discipline woiild render this 
gaol in every way worthy of the county. I beg, in conclusion, to call the attention of the 
Board to the matters wliich I have noticed under the head of the bridewells, in which 
a considerable reduction in the cost of the dietary might be effected. 



Bridewells. 



—I found one mule end Wo females conined here. The numbers during the 
last quarter amounted to ?Q. There are usually above SO at quarter sessions. Petty ses- 
sion? are held once a fortnight without failure, and prisoners are regularly transmitted. 
The registry was correct. Dean Newland, the Local Inspector, visits constantly. I here 
S 8 beds for males, and 5 for females-the bedding good, but some blankets ^ntog. 
The building is clean, but deficient in many points, Hie yard is wboffy liisecm e, m con- 
sequence of tlie facility of escape afforded by a water-pipe, and a privy adjoining tlie wall. 
Tlie female day -room is dark, smoky, and ill ventilated. A water-closet in the sessions 
house which is placed over one of tlie male cells, leaks, and renders it almost useless. 
There is no pump, and water is carried from a distance of more than a quarter of a mde. 
The butt for receiving rain water is broken ; altogether the want of adequate provision for 
tins necessary is a most serious evil. I regretted to find that no alteration had taken place 
since the lnslf inspection in tlie dietary, which is still on the former extravagant scale as to 

qtl S/«L^^A-Tliei-e were five confined here-two females and three males, two men 
and a hoy. The building was clean and orderly, and the bedding good, but blankets and 
rugs are wanted for the use of prisoners at quarter sessions, who usually amount to fifty. 
There were 198 here during the last quarter. The yard is msec dTeTss- 
as that at Gorey. The pump is dry m summer, llie sewer is mofiectn c , and the cess 
nool is cleared through tlie house. The dietary is objectionably high, consisting of 10o/. 
of bread and three naggins of milk for males and females at both meals. The committals 
are frequently for illegal periods. The Local Inspector is regular in Ins visits, but mokes 
no entries. Tlie salary of the keeper is U30. , 

New Ross . — There was but one male prisoner here. There are six cells for males, and one 
for females ; the latter accommodation is inadequate, and the day-room is frequently occ - 

session's. Petty^sessions take 



gistrates. I was sorry to find that prisoners r ----- ,--r_ , « rp , T i 
Sid detained for illegal periods. There .8 no visitors boolc._ The Lots} Inspector. 



i sometimes lodged without committals, 
c ,o visitors’ book. The Local Inspector, 
the* Bev'lirrOorbet, visits occasionally. The dietaiy consists of 31bs 4» of bread, and 
one pint of sonv milk and hall' a pint of sweet milk ni tlie day, for males and females. 

J. ConnY Connellan, Inspector- G cnera I. 
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County of Wicklow Gaol, at Wicklow. — Visited 31st December, 1850: 



Annexed is tlie summary of the prisoners confined here on the day of my visit : • 



Classes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Master debtors . 


1 


- 


Poor do. 


2 


- 


Felons convicted 


. 11 


5 


Misdemeanants do. 


9 


1 


Felons untried . 


. 28 


13 


Misdemeanants do. 


- 


1 



Classes. Males. Females. 



Committed summarily 9 7 

Lunatics ... 9 11 

69 38 

107 

Of whom sick in hospital - 2 



This return exhibits a diminution of fifty since the last inspection. There is a per- 
ceptible decrease in crimes of a graver character, there being only four prisoners for 
trial at the assizes ; but I regret to observe that cases of drunkenness are more numerous. 
Classification of the males has hitherto for want of adequate space been somewhat im- 
perfectly observed'; I trust, however, that the bringing into occupation forty new cells which 
are now ready for reception will render practicable this most important branch . of prison 
discipline, and enable the authorities to place a considerable portion of the prisoners in 
‘separation. The commitments during the past year were — males, 439 ; females, 333. 
Ke-commitments— males, 87 ; females, 87. The greatest number in gaol at one time 
during the year amounted to males, 133; females, 53. Average males, 98|; females, 37£. 
The bedding is good, and the ventilation of the cells is easily improvable by boring holes 
in the doors. The building is clean, orderly, and in sound repair. 



’Employment ancl Schools. 

Employment is furnished as appears by the subjoined schedule. Two of the turnkeys 
are shoemakers, and one a tailor, and capable of teaching these trades, which are emi- 
nently useful in supplying the wants of the prison. There are no looms, . nor is the 
tread-wheel applied to any reproductive purpose. Educational instruction given by the 



turnkeys, and creditable attention seems to be 



Males. 

Prison duties .... 7 

Employed on the tread-mill . . 11 

Making and learning to make nets 4 
Shoe making . . • . 4 

Tailoring work .... 1 

Unemployed and sick ... 25 

Pumping water .... 4 

In solitary confinement ... 1 

Total moles ... 47 



given to this object. 



Females 

Prison duties .... 4 

Sewing 22 

Sick 1 

Total females ... 38 



WICKLOW COUNTY GAOL. 



Return of Prisoners who Improved in their Education during the Year 1850. 



Denomination of Class. 


Learned 

Alpliahet. 


Learned 
to Spell. 


Learned 
to Read. 


. Learned 
to tWite. 


Learned 

Arithmetic. 


General Im- 
provement. 


Totals. 


No. 1 Class — Male Felons 














114 


— Untried . 


18 


15 


21 


24 


6 














16 


48 


162 


— Tried 


38 


28 


18 


14 
















62 




4 


15 


5 


6 


6 




Females .... 


52 


44 


38 


31 


— 


— 




Total Improvement 


B 112 


1. 102 


82 


75 


28 


104 


503 



Return of Improvement in Trades and Handicraft Work, &c. 



Class. 


Learned to 
moke shoes 


Learned 

Tailoring. 


Learned 


Learned 

Pointing. 


Learned to 
spin Hemp 


Learned 
to Wash. 


Learned 
to Sew. 


Totals. 


No. 1 Class — Male Felons 
—Untried . 


9 




16 










25 


No. 2 Class — Male Felons 








10 








68 


— Tried 


— 


8 


50 


— 


— 


— 


No.3 Class — Misdemeanors, 
















8 




— 








— 


— 


— 


Females .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


66 


53 


47 


166 


Total .... 


9 


8 


74 


10 


66 


53 


47 


267 



Q 



South Dismicr. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Wicklow 
Gaol. 

Visited December 31, 
1850. 



Employment and 
Schools. 
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South District. 

Reports on separate 
Prisons. 

County of Wicklow 
Gaol. 

Female Department. 



Dietary. 



Contracts. 



Books and Accounts. 



Officers and Salaries 



Officers' Visits. 



Hospitals. 



1U APPENDIX TO TWENTY-NINTH REPORT OE 

J Female Department. 

The classification of the females is solely according to character, and though health and 
cleanliness appear to be maintained in this department, they must he attributed to 
constant vigilance and care, for the accommodation is wholly inadequate. I regretted to 
find no less than eleven lunatics intermixed with the sane prisoners, who arc compelled to tako 
charge of them, and thus this whole division of tin; building presents the aspect of a lunatic 
wa'rd° Under such circumstances proper subdivision and effective instruction, both mate- 
rial and educational, are manifestly impossible. I therefore made a strong application in 
this behalf to the Inspectors of Lunatics, and have received an assurance that steps 
will he taken as soon as is consistent with arrangements now in progress elsewhere, 
to relieve this gaol of such undue pressure. The iutiudry is miserably small, and the 
want of a drying-room is felt so seriously that I trust measures will be speedily adopted 
for abating this evil. 

Dietin'!/. 

The chaplains are regular in their inspection of the dietary. 



DIETARY. 






Female!). 


Males mill Felonies under 
10 yeura of age. 


Breakfast. 


f 8 oz of meal in stirabout. 
| and pint of new-milk. 


7 oz. of meal in stirabout, 
and l pint of new-milk. 


5 oz. of meal in stirabout, 
and | pint of new-milk. 


Dinner. 


j 14 oz. of bread, and 1 pint 
\ of new-milk. 


12 oz. of bread, and f pint 
of new-milk. 


10 oz. of bread, and \ pint 
of new-milk. 


Supper. 


- 


- 


4 oz. of bread, and lij 
naggin of new-milk. 


All persons whose period of Imprisonment docs not exceed one calendar month get oatmeal 
gruel insted of milk for dinner. 



Contracts. 



Bread, per lb. — Id. per ■ 
Oatmeal, per cwt. . 
Indian Meal, per cwt. 
Moat, per lb. . 



New-milk, per gallon . . . £0 0 6g- 

Salt, per stone . . • .004 

Average cost of diet per head per 

day ... .003 



j Books and Accounts. 



I examined the above attentively, and was fully satisfied with their accuracy and the 
sufficiency of the mutual checks. 

Officers and Salaries. 



Wm. Nolan, Esq., Local Inspector 
Andrew Nolan, Esq., Surgeon 
Rev. Robt. Porter, P. Chaplain . 
Rev. John Grant, R. C. Chaplain 
Mr. Robert Barry, Governor 
Mi's. Robert Barry, Matron . 
Thomas Scales, 1st Turnkey 



£46 3 6 
65 0 0 
36 18 
36 18 51 
100 0 0 
30 0 0 
35 0 0 



Wm. Quinn, 2nd Turnkey . 
John Carolin, 3rd do. 
Edward Croghan, 4th do. 

David Loughlin, 5th do. 

John Pepper, 6th do. 
Elizabeth Halpin, Dairy Matron 
Maiy Pepper, Hospital Nurse 



£35 0 0 
35 0 0 
35 0 0 
30 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
10 0 0 



Officers’ Visits. 

Local Inspector . . • 128 I Protestant Chaplain . . 286 

Surgeon, &c 226 | Roman Catholic do. . . 231 

None of the officers are on gaol allowance. The want of uniform detracts from the 
Appearance of the turnkeys, and doubtless, affects the regularity of discipline to a greater 
extent than might be supposed in so comparatively trifling a matter. 

Hospitals. 

The hospital though limited in extent is well arranged, and for the present, at least, is 
adequate for the reception of patients, there being but two females sick. The male 
lunatics, of whom there were nine, were intermixed with, and superintended by other 
prisoners. Medicines, Ac., are furnished from Dublin, and at a very moderate cost, as it 
appears from the subjoined table. 

Cost of Medicine and Hospital Extras for the last . Three Years. 



1848 

1849 
1650 



Medicine. 

£6 5 10 
13 6 10 
17 0 8 



1848 

1849 

1850 



Hospital Extkas. 

. £6 2 1 

. . 5 8 3| 

10 19 8 
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Return of Prisoners treated in Hospital during the last Three Years. 



South DisiaiCT. 



The 

charge 



No. of days in 1848 321 days 

No. of days in 1849 765 days 

No. of days in 1850 79 6 days 

Board of Superintendence. 

Board consists of but eight members, and meets monthly for the audit 
of bihs. 



Reports on separate 
. Prisons. 

County of Wicklow 
Gaol. 

Board of Superin- 
and dis- tendenoe. 



William Acton, Esq., J.P. 
Robert H. Truell, Esq., J.P. 
Francis Synge, Esq., J .P. 
Charles Tottenham, Esq., J.P. 



R. W. Hall Dare, Esq., J.P. 
Arthur S. Bride, Esq. 

Rev. Henry Brownrigg. 

Rev. William N. Vickers. 



The Local Inspector, and the Governor, who, as well as the Protestant and Roman 
Catholic Chaplains, were present at my inspection, seem actuated by an anxious desire 
to discharge their duties. I was happy to learn, with reference to the salaries of the 
former, that it is the intention of the Board to bring forward the question of an augmen- 
tation, so as to place them, approximatively at least, on an equal footing with officers of a 
similar rank, in counties of the same class, their present stipend being far below that 
scale. I pointed out some slight improvements in the lock-up discipline, and received an 
undertaking that they should be forthwith adopted. In conclusion I have only to repeat 
my earnest hope, already expressed above, that the accommodation for the female de- 
partment may be extended so as to render it commensurate with the requirements of im- 
proved modem prison discipline. 

Bridewells. Bridewells. 



Tinahely . — I found four males and two females in this bridewell, which is small, and 
inadequate to the numbers sometimes confined here, larceny and food-stealing being on 
the increase. The building was in a fair state of order and cleanliness, though there is 
no allowance for soap and other necessaries. There has been a supply of bedding since 
the last inspection. There is no water on the premises ; nor is there any privy on the 
female side. The sewers are ineffective. The accommodation consists of two cells and 
one day-room for males, and the same for females. The number of prisoners at quarter 
sessions usually ranges from 30 to 40 ; the number during the last quarter was 84. Petty 
sessions are held fortnightly, and seldom fail from non- attendance. Prisoners are trans- 
mitted to the count}' gaol every Friday. The Local Inspector is frequent in his visits. The 
committals are not kept with regularity. The dietary consists of 14 oz. of bread and a 
pint of new-milk at each meal for both sexes. This is beyond the regulation, and the 
charge, 5d. per head, is considerably too high. 

Ballinglass . — This is a district bridewell, and is maintained at a great expense, the 
salaries being as follows : — The local inspector £10 per annum ; surgeon, £30 ; governor, 
£50 ; turnkey, £35 ; matron, £20. The governor was absent in charge of prisoners at 
Wicklow at the period of my inspection. I found 17 males and 8 females confined here, 
of whom 7 were sentenced to hard labour. No sentences for a longer period than two 
months. The number committed in the last quarter amounted to 101 ; the greatest num- 
bers in any one day being 39, and the lowest 14. There are for males five cells (one 
double), and a large room in which lunatics and idiots are occasionally confined. 

For females there are four cells, one of which is useless from damp. There are two 
good pumps on the premises. The sewer is choked, but capable of being cleared through 
the yard of the adjoining Constabulary Bar-rack. The tread-wheel is used for punishment 
only, and it would be desirable to render it applicable to some useful purposes, as no re- 
gular employment for the males exists, nor indeed is the turnkey qualified to give in- 
struction in any handicraft or skilled labour. The dietary consists of 8 oz. Indian meal 
for males and 7 do. for females, with 1 pint of buttermilk for breakfast ; and of 14 oz. 
white bread for males, and 12 do. for females, for dinner. New-milk is given to the untried, 
and gruel to the tried. I have received a written statement from the Governor, to the 
effect that in consequence of the variable number of prisoners, no baker could be foimd 
to contract for brown bread, and that the Board consider the difference of cost as unim- 
portant. The building is very deficient. The committals are kept in a slovenly manner, 
and prisoners are frequently lodged in the bridewell, and kept until the following petty 
sessions without committals, — a practice which is illegal. _ The Local Inspector visits 
regularly but makes no entry. The want of pass-books is most inconvenient, as the 
Inspectors - General are unable to examine the accounts. Orders are given to the contrac- 
tors by the Local Inspector as articles are wanted. The building was clean, and in 

orderly leparr. j Corby Connellan, Inspector-General. 



Q2 
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APPENDIX No. 2. 

SCHEDULE (A) — List of Prisons. Schedule A. 



COUNTY. 




CLASS OF PRISON. 


COUNTY. 




CLASS OF PRISON. 


NORTH DISTRICT. 




South District — continued. 




Dublin 


Kilmainham . 


County Gaol. 


Cork. . 


Bandon . 




Bridewell. 




Richmond Bridewell 


House of Correction. 




Bautry . 




ditto. 




Grangegorman-lane 


ditto (female). 




Castletown 




ditto. 




Marshal-lane . 


Four Courts’ Marshalsea 




Charleville 




ditto. 


Antrim 


St. Sepulchre's 


Manor Prison. 




Clonakilty 




ditto. 


Belfast . 










ditto. 






of Correction. 




Dunmanway 




ditto. ‘ • 




Canickfergus, 


Gaol. 




Eermoy . 




ditto. ! 




Antrim . 


Bridewell. 




Kanturk 




ditto. ! 




Ballymoncy . 


ditto. 




Macroom 




• ditto. 




Ballymena 


ditto. 




Mallow . 




ditto. | 


Armagh 


Armagh . 


County Gaol. 




Midleton 




ditto. j 




Ballybot . , 


Bridewell. 




Millstreet 




ditto. 




Lurgan . 


ditto. 




Mitehelstown 




ditto. 




Newtownhamilton 


ditto. 




Rossoarbery 




ditto. 




Morketliill 












Cavan > 


Cavan . 


County Gaol. 


Galway. 


Galway . 




Comity Gaol. 




Baiheborough 


Bridewell. 


Galway . 




Town Gaol. 




Ballyconnell . 


ditto. 




Ballinasloe 




Bridewell. 




CootehiU 


ditto. 




Clifden . 




ditto. 


Donegal 


Lifford . 


County GaoL 




Eyrecourt 




ditto. 




Buncrana 


Bridewell. 




Gort 




ditto. 




Donegal . 


ditto. 




Louglirea 




ditto. 




Glenties . 


ditto. 




Outerard 




ditto. 




Letterkenny . 


ditto. 




Portumna 




ditto. 


Down . 


Downpatrick . 


County Gaol. 




Tuam . 




ditto. 




Newry 


Bridewell. 




Woodford 




ditto. 




Newtownards . 


ditto. 




Tralee . 




County Gaol. 


Fermanagh . 


Enniskillen . 


County Gaol. 


Cahirciveen 




Bridewell. 


Newtownbuder 


Bridewell. 




Castleisland 




ditto. 


Leitrim 


Conick-on-Shonnon 


County Gaol. 




Dingle . 




ditto. 




Ballinamore . 






Kenmare 




ditto. 




Mauorhamilton 






Killarney 




ditto. 


Londonderry 


Londonderry . 


County Gaol. 




Listowel 




ditto. 




Coleraine 






Milltown 




ditto. 




Magherafelt . 


ditto. 




Tarbert . 




ditto. 




Newtownlimavady . 


ditto. 


Kildare 


Naas 




County Gaol. 


Longford 


Longford 


County Gaol. 




Athy 




ditto. 




Dundalk 


ditto. 


Kilkenny 


Kilkenny 




County Gaol. 




Drogheda 


Town Gaol. 


Kilkenny 




City Gaol. 




Ardee ■ • 






Callan . 




Bridewell. 


Mayo « 


Castlebar 


County Gaol. 




Thomastown 




ditto. 


Ballina . 


Bridewell. 




Uriingford 




ditto. 




Ballinrobe 


ditto. 


King’s Co. . 


Tullamore 




County Gaol. 










Parsonstown 




District Bridewell. 




Swineford 


ditto. 


Limerick 


Limerick 




County Gaol. 




Westport 


ditto. 




Limerick 




City Gaol. 


Meath 


Trim 


County GaoL 




Bruff . 




Bridewell. 




Kells . 






Croome . 




ditto. 










Glinn 




ditto. 


Monaghan . 


Monaghan 


County GaoL 




Kilfinau . 
Newcastle 




ditto. 

ditto. 




Castleblayney 


ditto. 




Ratlikeale 




ditto. 




Clones . 


ditto. 


Queen's Co. 


Maryborough 




County Gaol. 






County Gaol. 




Abbeyleix 




Bridewell. 










Borris-in-Oss< 




ditto. 






ditto. 




Stradbally 




ditto. 






ditto. 


Tipperary . 


Clonmel . 




County Gaol. 








Nenagh . 




ditto. 




Sligo 


County Gaol. 




Borrisolsanc 




Bridewell. 




B aUymote 


Bridewell. 




Cahir 






Tyrone 


Omagh . 


County Gaol. 




Camck-on-Sur 




ditto. 


Clogber . 


Bridewell. 




Cashel . 




ditto. 






ditto. 




Cloglieen 




ditto. 




Strabane 


ditto. 




New Birmiugh 




ditto. 


Westmeath 


Mullingar 


County Gaol. 




Newport 




ditto. 










Roscrea . 














Templemore 




ditto. 










Thurles . 




ditto. 








Tipperary 




ditto. 








Waterford 


Waterford 




County Gaol. 










Waterford 




City Gaol. 


Clare . 








Waterford 




House of Correction. 


Ennistymon . 


Bridewell. 




Dungarvan 
Lismore . 




Bridewell. 

ditto. 










Wexford 




County Gaol. 




Sixmilebridge 


ditto. 




Enniscorthy 
Gorey . 




Bridewell. 

ditto. 


Cork . 








New Ross 




ditto. 




City ditto. 




Wicklow 




County Gaol. 








Baltinglass 




District Bridewell. 




Kinsale . . 


Corporation Gaol 




Tinahely 


.j Bridewell. 
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APPENDIX TO TWENTY-NINTH REPORT OF 
SCHEDULE (B). 

RETURN of the Number of rmsoNEns confined in tlio Gaols of Ireland on 3lst December, 1850. 





■Jo. of I) 


liters. 


No. of 

ffaln Criminals. 


No. of Pomelo 
Criminals. 


0. of Convicts. 


T.uiialias. 


% 


ils 




Halos. 


■mill os 


frioil. 


ntrioil| 


frioil. I Untried 


Illlas. jl 
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SCHEDULE (C> 



RETURN of Accommodation, &c., in the several County, City, and Town Gaols, 1850. 
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SCHEDULE (E). 

ItETUKN of Trades' Work, Hard Labour, and School in the several Gaols in Ireland, on the 31st December, 1850. 
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